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1. The Director-General has the honour to submit to the Executive Board the Fifth 

Report of the Expert Committee on Venereal Infections and Treponematoses 

(>fiiO/VDT/2$7) • 

2. The first section of this Peport, pages concerns matters relating to the 

administration by :JHO of the Brussels Agreanent of 192厶 respecting facilities for 

merchant searasn for the treatnent of venereal diseases, and the proposals drawn up 

by the Expert Committee in this respect will, if approved, have to be communicated 

by the Organization to the States Parties to the Agreement for their consideration 

and action. The matter will therefore have to be considered by the Board and 

transmitted to the iJorld Health Assembly. Thus the action taken by the Board on 

this part of the Report will be of a more forinal nature than its usual noting of 

the reports of Expert Committees• 

3. The background and the praaises for the consideration by the Board of this 

section of the Fifth Keport of the Committee relate tc resolution ША1.22, 

paragraph (3)1, of the First World Health Assanblj^ and Resolution E32.R4 of the 

second Executive 3oard
#
 Furthermore, at its twentieth and twenty-first sessions, 

the Executive Board reviewed the report of the Study Group on the Brussels Agreejaent 

of 192〜1 convened by the Dir ector-General « From the L ir e с to r-Gene r al ' s state-
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merits, the discussions of the Board and the relevant resolutions relating to the 
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Peport, two main activities developed. First; the broad study requested by the 

Eleventh World Health Assembly^ on the nature and extent of health of seafarers, 

the health facilities in ports and ways to improve health services for seafarers 

of all nationalities. The Director-General is reporting separately to the Health 
2 

Assembly on this matter• Second: the definition of the technical provisions of 

the Articles of the Brussels Agreement, the establishment of recommended minimal 

standards for VD control practices in seafarers, and the scheme for appraisal of 

the usefulness of the Agreement - which were among the terms of reference of the 

Fifth ШЮ Expert Committee on Venereal Infections and Treponematoses. 

The Director-General has previously stated to the Board that he shared the 

view expressed by the Study Group on the Brussels Agreement and the Board, that 

clarification of the implications of the Articles of the Agreement, in the light 

of technical progress, is highly desirable. The Director-General furthermore 

agrees that the definitions
д
 recomended minimal standards and scheme for the 

appraisal of the worth of the Agreement, contained in the Expert Cormnittee's Report 

when made available to Governments, would enable it to be a more useful inter-

national health instrument. 

5. The Board may wish to transmit the section on the Brussels Agreonent contained 

in the Report of the Expert Committee (pages 3-25) to ,he Health Assembly, 

together with such recommendations as it may wish to make, pursuant to Article 

28 (d) of the Constitution relating to matters assigned to it by conventions^ 

agreements and regulations, and to Article 23 concerning recommendations which the 

Health Assembly m y make to Members, with respect to matters within the 

Organization's competence. The following draft resolution is therefore suggested 
3 

for the consideration of the Board'. 

1

 1ША11Л9. 

2
 丽 12.23. 

^ The Board may wish to consider adopting a separate resolution or combining 
it with the usual resolution, noting the Report, thanking the members for their 
work and deciding on its publication• 
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The Executive Board, 

Having considered that part of the Fifth Report of the Expert Committee 

on Venereal Infections and Treponematoses dealing with the International 

Agreement of Brussels of 1924 regarding venereal disease treatment of 

seafarers, 

TRANSMITS thi?- report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly; and 

RECOMMENDS 

(1) that the technical definitions, the minimum standards and the appraisal 

scheme outlined therein be recommended by the Health Assembly to the States 

Parties to the Brussels Agreement as the basis for its application and for 

venereal disease control practice in seafarers; 

(2) that the recommended technical definitions and standards be periodically 

reviewed by Ш0 on the advice of its Expert Committee in the light of 

technical progress. 


