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In accordance with EB21.R8 in which it was decided that the next review of the 

Tuberculosis Research Office activities should take place at the twenty-fifth session 

of the Board， the Director-General has the pleasure of presenting the following report. 

The report consists of three parts• The first briefly recapitulates the 

establishment of the Office, the development of its activities and the integration 

of these activities in the tuberculosis programme of the Organization^ The second 

reviews the activities of the Office during the period 1 January 1958 to 30 September 

1959• In the third part an account is given cf the transfer of the Office from 

Copenhagen to Headquarters, Geneva, in October 1959 and its functional integration 

in the Tuberculosis Unit at Headquarters. 

1• Establishment and development of the Tuberculosis Researoh Office 

The events which led to the establishment of the Tuberculosis Research Office 

in Copenhagen in February 1949 and the work of this office up to the end of 1954 

have been described in reports prepared, for the consideration of the Executive Board 
2 

at its eleventh and fifteenth sessions» 

At its fifteenth session in January 1955 the Executive Board adopted a resolution 

requesting the Director-General to prepare a study of the Office with a view to 

adjusting the programme of the Office to the general policies of the Organization 
о 

(EB15»R20). The results of this study and the steps which had been taken or were 
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proposed as a consequence， were reported to the Executive Board at its seventeenth 

session in January 1956Л The aim was to co-ordinate closely the activities of the 

Office with the tuberculosis programme of the Organisation and to integrate the 

Office with the Tuberculosis Unit at Headquarters,» The integration was completed 

by the end of 1957 and a final report on this subject was presented to the Executive 
2 

Board at its twenty-first session in Januaiy 1958 • 

2• Activities of the Tubere miosis Research Office during January 1958 -
September 1959 

Daring the period under review the Office has been engaged in a number of 

activities of importance to the tuberculosis programme of WHO, 

1
9
 Since 1956 preliminary tuberculosis surveys, designed to provide a basis for 

the planning of national tuberculosis programmes, have been carried out in a number 

of African countries by special WHO survey teams. The TRO has been responsible for 

the planning of these surveys, the technical direction of the teams, and the analysis 

of the survey data。 In addition, special studies of the total svocvey material 

collected have been started by the TRO to elucidate problems in the epidemiology of 

tuberculosis
0 

2， An important activity of the TRO has been to provide technical guidance for 

regional pilot projects in tuberculosis control (Tunisia, Kenya, Mauritius). 

Considerable assistance has been given in the technical planning of these projects, 

their co-ordination andj, to some extent^ in the analysis of the research data. 

3, The studies on BCG vaccination have been continued in co-operation with the 

Danish Tuberculosis Index, Responsibility for tests and vaccinations performed in 

population groups in Denmark has，as a result of an agreement between WHO and the 

Danish Tuberculosis Indexa effective 1 January 1959，been taken over by the DTI， 

which receives a grant from WHO。 Among other things, the studies have been concerned 
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with the duration of the allergy resulting from BCG vaccination and with the 

properties of a freeze-dried glutamate BCG vaccine produced in Japan which may be 

of considerable practical importance， Preliminary results suggest that this vaccine 

is far more resistant to prolonged exposure to "tropical
11

 temperatures than are 

liquid vaccines. 

4* A long series of studies on tuberculin conducted in collaboration with the 

Statens Seruminstitut
y
 Copenhagen^ has been completed. One important result has 

been the introduction of a new stabilising diluent for purified tuberculin. This 

has made it possible to eliminate variations in the potency of the final dilutions, 

previously a serious source of error• Another significant development has been the 

biological standardization and issue of a large new batch of purified tuberculin -

RT 23 - intended for international use. 

5. The two co-operative research projects 一 on the biological assay of BCG vaccine 

and the classification of rrycobacteria - initiated in 1956-57^ have been continued 

and further expanded to include a total of 11 national research institutes in seven 

countries. The ТЮ has served as the co-ordinating centre and has been responsible 

for the analysis of the research data. Further co-operative projects - on tuberculin 

testing in domestic animals and on simplified methods for diagnostic culture of 

tubercle bacilli - have been organized. 

6, The statistical documentation of the WHO/üNICEF-assisted BCG vaccination 

programme has been continued by the TRO. 

7* Three formal training courses in tuberculosis control, each lasting four months, 

were held by TRO staff. The courses were attended by WHO fellows as well as by-

national and international staff, 

3. Transfer of the Tuberculosis Research Office to Headquarters^ Geneva, and 
its functional integration with the^ub er culo si s Unit of the Division of 
Communicable Diseases 

Following the decision of the Twelfth World Health Assembly
1

 authorizing 

implementation of a prograinme of medical research, the Director-General decided 
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that the functions and the staff of the TRO should be transferred to Headquarters 

to permit a closer co-ordination of tuberculosis research with other research 

activities of the Organization. 

The transfer of the Office took place on 1 October 1959 and was followed by 

a functional and administrative integration of the Office in the Tuberculosis Unit 

of the Division of Communicable Diseases and in the Health Statistical Methodology 

Unit of the Division of Health Statistics• A reduction of staff was effected, five 

of the 18 posts being suppressed• 

By this administrative action the Tuberculosis Research Office has been abolished 

and the present report ол the activities of this office will therefore be the last. 

The past activities of the TRO, which now will be continued by Headquarters^ 

may be divided into three major categories. 

I, Co-ordination of tuberculosis pilot projects carried out with assistance from 

the Organization, This includes the preparation of the protocols for such projects^ 

their technical direction and the overall evaluation of the results particularly 

with respect to the standardization of the methodology of tuberculosis control, 

Present activities in this field are: 

(a) Assistance to Regional Offices in the form of technical guidance in the 

conduct and evaluation of regional projects: the tuberculosis surveys conducted 

by the West Africa and the East Africa Tuberculosis Survey Teams^ the 

chemotherapy pilot projects in Tunis and Kerçra and the tuberculosis contrc/1 

project in Mauritius. For the tuberculosis survey team that is to operate in 

the American Region such assistance has also been requested. 

(b) Statistical documentation and assistance in the assessment of the 

WHO/UNICEF •assisted BCG campaigns。 

Initiation and co-ordination of collaborative research projects carried out 

by national institutions。 This includes the preparation of detailed protocols， the 

analysis of the research data and the reporting of the findings. 
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A mimber of problems of importance to tuberosiocis control are under study: 

(a) Classification of r^ccbacteria arid particularly the establishment of 

reliable criteria for defining the different types of nycobacterium tuberculosis, 

(Five national research institutes participate in this study) 

(b) Development of simple culture techniques for the isolation of rryco-

bacteria. (Number of participating national research institutes: five) 

(c) Tuberculin testing of domestic animals, (At present three national 

research institutes are participating in this study) 

(d) Methods for the biological assay of the immunising potency of BCG 

vaccines. (Six national research institutes co-operate in this study) 

(e) The possible practical advantage of freeze-dried BCG vaccines, viz, their 

resistance to prolonged exposure to "tropical" temperatures• 

(f) The practical significanoe of the "boosting" effect of tuberculin testing 

on the duration of allergy resulting from BCG vaccination. 

III. Training of new project staff in the public health approach to tuberculosis 

control and in field research methodology。 Planning and co-ordination of training 

programmes for WHO fellows in tuberculosis control (full use being made of the 

training facilities offered by existing institutes and by the pilot projects 

operating in the African, Eastern Mediterranean and South-East Asian Regions)• 


