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Rolo and activities of the 
Office. International des Epizooties (OIE) 

The main aims of the Office International" do3 Epizootics according to 
Article Ц of its Statutes, annexed to the International Agreement of 25> January 1921). 
are: 

(a) to promote and co-ordinate experimental or other research work concerning 
the pathology or prophylaxis of contagious diseases of livestock for which 
international collaboration is deemed desirable$ 

(b) to collect and bring to the attention of the governments and their, 
health services, all facts and documents of general interest concerning the 
course of epizootic diseases and the means used to control themj 

(c) to examine international draft agreements regarding animal health 
regulations and to provide signatory governments with' the means of supervising 
their enforcement. 

A. THE COLLATION AND DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON ANIMAL HEALTH 

The Central Office of OIE in Paris is primarily concerned with collating and 
disseminating the information it receives from member countries and from certain 
non-member countries on the occurrence and development of new foci of epizootic 
disease. 

This information is disseminated, according to circumstances, by telegram, 
by air-letter in the case of urgent notifications of concern to one or several 
regions, and by means of a monthly bulletin on epizootic diseases. 

Furthermore, statistics on all epizootic diseases reported in the veterinary 
bulletins of the various countries with which OIE corresponds are brought together 
for comparison in ax̂. annual statistical bulletin. 

OIE is also, co-operating with FAO in the compilation of a world yearbook 
of animal health. 

ACTIVITIES 
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В. - PUBLICATIONS 

The OIE Directorate publishes a bulletin every two months. This is 
a scientific and technical publication containing the proceedings of OIE, 
with original articles on epizootic diseases and their prevention; a special 
section on qpizootology.; documents and information on international veterinary 
meetings and congresses and on the activity of veterinary services and research 
institutes; extracts from and analyses of veterinary papers on topical subjects; 
conventions, laws and regulations; and developments in the veterinary situation 
throughout the world and in the various regions. 

The OIE bulletin is published in French. Many documents are also published 
in English and Spanish. 

0. CORRESPONDENCE ON TECHNICAL MATTERS 

The OIE Directorate carries on an extensive correspondence on technical 
and scientific matters with veterinarians and biologists in more than 80 countries 
and with the following international organizations: 

FAO, WHO, the Pan-American organizations dealing with foot-and-mouth 
disease and zoonoses, the Inter-African Bureau for Epizootic Diseases, 
the World Veterinary Association, the International Association of 
Microbiological Societies, OEEC, the European Plant Protection Organization, etc. 

D. THE ORGANIZATION OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE PERMANENT 
COMMITTEE OF OIE AND CONFERENCES ON SPECIAL SUBJECTS 

The Central Office makes preparations for the General Meetings of the 
Permanent Committee which are held in Paris once a year in May and makes the 
technical and organizational arrangements for meetings of its special committees 
such as those dealing with foot-and-mouth disease, hydatidosis, diseases of 
bees, etc. 

The OIE also organizes conferences on matters of world or regional'concern 
either on its own or in co-operation with other international organization. 
For instance, in co-operation with FAO, it organized a conference, held in Paris 
in January 1961, on the urgent problems raised by the spread of horse sickness in 
the Near East and African swine fever in the Iberian peninsula. 



Aiyi&B/WP/2 
Page 3 

E. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE OIE PERMANENT COMMITTEE 

OIE activities are governed by its annual general meetings. 

At the end of each meeting, a work programme is drawn up and adopted 
unanimously by the Permanent Committee. 

Rapporteurs are appointed from among experts on laboratory work and 
epizootology and the veterinarians responsible in each country for veterinary 
health; they are asked by the Committee to report on one of the items on the 
agenda of the next General Meeting, 

In this way, despite the fact that the rapporteurs work in different 
countries, team work continues without interruption. 

Furthermore, the resolutions adopted by the Permanent Committee of OIE 
aré brought to the notice of the governments of the member countries of OIE, 
FAO (whose observers regularly attend the OIE General Meetings), IBA.H, the 
World Veterinary Association, etc. 

It should be noted that veterinarians from the Division of Communicable 
Diseases of WHO regularly take part as observers in the work of the General 
Meetings of the OIE Permanent Committee at which their papers and contributions 
to the discussions on zoonoses are highly appreciated. 

During its Twentyeighth General Meeting held In Paris in May i960, the 
OIE Committee adopted very important recommendations on the following subjects: 

The Epizootology and prophylaxis of foot-and-mouth disease 
on a regional and world scale. 

The rapid detection of a contagious disease in a country where 
it has not been known before. 

Diseases caused by anaerobic bacteria. 

Diseases of fish. 

Health regulations on the import and export of livestock and livestock 
products. 

The persistence of viruses causing diseases of livestock in the 
carcases of slaughtered animals. 
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The provisional agenda for Twentyninth General Meeting of the OIE 
Permanent Committee to be held in Paris from 1~> to 20 May I96I includes the 
following main items: 

Diseases affecting the mucosa in cattle (including rinderpest), 

Teschen disease. 

African horse sickness. 

Methods for the specific diagnosis of ordinary swine fever and 

African swine fever. 

Diseases of the respiratory tract in poultry» • 

Infectious or deficiency diseases of the nervous system in poultry, 

THE ECONOMIC AND HUM\NITARIilN ROLE OF OIE 

Since 1927; OIE has been giving effective guidance on the prophylaxis 
of epizootic diseases on an international scale, thus making it easier to 
protect the livestock in individual countries and contributing to an improvement 
in the standard of life of the peoples, 

The unstinting xfork carried out by the Office International dos 
Epizooties brings it into association with the lofty humanitarian ideals 
of World Health Organization* 


