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1. REPORT ON DEVELOPMSNT OF MALABIA ERiOIOATIOH ШООШШ: Item 4,1 of the Agenda 
(Document EB23/21) (continued from the second meeting, section 1) 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, observed that the Board had already 

discussed the development of the malaria eradication programme when examining the 

report contained in document EB23/21 and Annex 4 to Official Records No* 89• It 

might wish to consider the following draft resolution, which sought to reflect 

the views expressed in the discussion: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Direсtor-General on the present 
status of the worldwide malaria eradication effort； 

Appreciating the fact that tho report constitutes the first 
comprehensive review of the situation in relation to malaria eradication 
throughout tho world¿ 

Noting that very satisfactory progress has bsen made in many countries 
of the world but that there are still other countries where malaria 
eradication programmes heve not yet been initiated; 

Noting further that achievemsnt of the goal of malaria eradication 
is dependent inter alia on tha availability of financial resources^ 

Noting that in many geographical areas of the world mechanisms for 
inter-country co-ordination of malaria eradication programmes already 
existj 

Realizing that suoh inter-country co-ordination becomes increasingly 
important as national progra¿aimes approach tho goal of malaria eradication; 
and 

Believing that information in the report would be of valu© to the 
World Health Assembly, 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to bring this report up to date for 
presentation to the Twelfth World Health Assembly; 
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2. REQUESTS all governments to assist the Director-General by providing 
him with such information as he may request^ 

3. URG3S all governments concerned to facilitate the free exohange of 
relevant information between neighbouring malarious or recently malarious 
countries and to collaborate with such neighbouring countries concerning 
measures to be taken in their frontier zones^ and 

4. URGES that all governments concerned should intensify their efforts 
towards the final goal of malaria eradication and that governments which 
have, not yet undertaken programmes of malaria eradication should plan for 
such progremnnes as early as practicable. " 

Professor CAMPERIA. had no objection to the draft resolution but wished %o 

draw the Board's attention to the views expressed in the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance, and summarized in seotion 2.6 of the part of its second 

report (document ЕБ23/89) concerning the Malaria Eradication Special Account, about 

the desirability of perhaps liraiting work in other fields for a few years and 

concentrating on raalaria eradication. He believed that the Board would wish to 

ooFuiient on the matter. 

The DEPUTÏ DiaSCTOR-GENEEAL ’ while recognizing that the development of the 

prograncae and the availability of funds were Wo closely connected questions, 

suggested that Professor Canaperia's point related rather to the draft resolution 

submitted by the Standing Coriimittee in section 3.1 of its report on the Special 

Account. 

Professor CANAPERIA did not think that that draft resolution had direct 

relevance to the anxiety expressed in the Standing Committee about the fact that 

there was no firm financial basis for the i960 progranmie. 



The СНАШШГ suggested that, although the problems were interrelated, for the 

convenience of the discussion it might be preferable to consider first the draft 

resolution brought to the Board1 s attention by the Deputy Director-General. 

Dr METCALFE observed that the reference to governments in the draft resolution 

should relate solely to governments of countries where malaria existed• 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GMERAL asked whether Dr Metcalfe‘s point would be met by 

the insertion of the word ”concerned" after the word "governments" in paragraph 2 

and by the insertion of the words "of countries where malaria exists and" after 

the words "malaria eradication and that governraents11 in paragraph 4. 

The СНА1ЮШ noted that Dr Metcalfe agreed with that amendment • 

Decision: The draft resolution, as amended, was adopted (see resolution 
EB23.R62)• 

2. REPORT ON MALASIA ERADICATION SPECIAL ；JCCOUNT: Item 4,2 of the Agenda 
(Document EB23/77) (continued from the second meeting, section 2) 

Second Report of the Standing Ooimuittee on Administration and Finance 
(Document ЕВ23/89)! •• ‘ “ 

Dr TOGBA, referring to Professor Canaperia's remarks earlier in the meeting, 

expressed grave concern at the fact that WHO had undertaken a vast prograimne for 

the eradication of a disease constituting one of the raajor health problems of the 

world, without enough funds. Yet, each year, the Organization launched new projects. 

Surely it would be preferable to tackle problems in turn and concentrate resources 

in such a way as to bring to a conclusion each programme before embarking upon another. 

1 Reproduced as Ахшех 28 to Off. Rec. WLà Hlth Org, 91 
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Dr SHOIB said it was somewhat late in the Board's session to raise that issue 

after the Board had discussed and approved programmes for i960. 
會 

Dr SINGH agreed that more stress should be placed on the malaria eradication 

programme but pointed out that it was for governments themselves to find the 

necessary funds and for ЧН0 to advise and help. It could not restrict itself to 

a single programme and must extend, its activities into other fields. 

Professor ZHDANOV observed that the primary responsibility for malaria 

eradication lay with governments. It was 4H0's function to help thoee which were 

unable to accomplish the task by their own unaided efforts. He would eay in reply-

to Dr Togba that the Board was powerless 

but agreed that the main emphasis should 

considerations in mind, he believed that 

to stop other progranraes now in prepress, 

be on the major problems. With those 

the Board could forthwith tatoe up ths 

Standing Comraittee'a draft resolutions. 

The OHAIHÎiW observed that it had been fitting for Professor Canaperia, as 

Rapporteur of the Standing Co»7miittee, to draw the Board ‘ s attention to certain 

considerations discussed by the Standing Co適ittee and which might be born© in 

mind by the Director-General when planning futur© programmes. It might prove 

necessary to defer certain meritorious projects in favour of the malaria 

eradication programme. 

Dr Ш О Т О азкей what amendment Professor Canaperia was suggesting. 
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Professor CAKAPERIA replied that he did not intend to propose any anendments 

to the Standing Oomnittee‘з draft resolutions but had only sought to draw attention 

to certain views expressed in the Standing Cor.iraittee after perusal of the voluminous 

report (EB23/21) on the present stc.tus of the world-wide malaria erodieation 

effort. The report gave some indication of the vast s»op© of the programme and 

its total cost. While he did not wish to reopen oonsideration of the i960 

programo and budget estimates, it must be pointed out that there were no funds in 

the Malaria Eradication Special Account for that year or subsequent years. 

Dr T0G3A. explained that he was not advocating the immediate, cessation of other 

programmes but only emphasizing the inçortance of concentrating on malaria 

eradication. 

Dr SINGH asked whether there was any objection to amending the second paragraph 

in the preamble to the Standing Coraraittee's first draft resolution, dealing with 

contributions to the Special Mcovait. He would deplore the overt suggestion that 

the programme was in jeopardy and preferred the following wording: 

Being conoerned at the inadequate responses to the appeal for contributions 
to the Malaria Eradication Special Account. 

Dr TOGBA. considered the paragraph to be vital because it drew attention to the 

need for contriljutions. 

Dr HYDE ehared Dr Singh's dissatisfaction with the text and wondered whether 

it might riot be recast in more positive form so as to indicate that, with more 

adequate resources, the prograinme could proceed faster and with a greater chanee 

of success. 
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Dr SI-IOIB saw no danger in retaining the paragraph, whieh to the best of his 

knowledge was a statement of fact. 

Dr SINGH explained that he was not categorically opposed to the text, but 

questioned its wisdom since it seemed to suggest that Ш 0 had embarked upon a 

programme without adequate preparation, 

Dr TOGBA thought Dr Singh's concern could be allayed by the substitution of the 

words "hinders the progress of" for the words "puts in jeopardy". 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, suggested that the exact meaning intended 

would be brought out by the addition of the words "to be assisted by WHO", at the end 

of the paragraph. 

Dr HÏDE maintained that the malaria eradication programme was one of the most 

spectacular and successful health enterprises in the world. Any such programme was 

bound to pass through a difficult stage, but if there were arçr mention of the 

possibility of failure it would be regarded as a poor investment, whereas the precise 

opposite was the oase from both the htmian and the economic point of view. 

Professor ZHÛMOV considered that the main defect of the text was its emotional 

tone. All that was necessary was to appeal for more contributions to intensify the 

fight against malaria. 
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Dr SINGH proposed, in the light of the foregoing comments, the addition at the 

end of his text of the wordsî "contributions which are so urgently required for the 

malaria eradication programme". 

The СНАВ1Ш suggested a text that might cover the points raised. It read; 

Being concerned that adequate resources must be made available in the 
Special Account to ensure the successful functioning of the malaria 
eradication programme assisted by "WHO, and . . . 

Decision： The draft resolution, as amended by the Chaiiraan's text, was 
adopted (see resolution SB23.H63). 

T h e С Ш Ш Ш drew attention to the Standing Committee's second draft resolution, 

concerning the need to get more complete information from governments (section 3,2 

of its report). 

Decision： The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23.R64). 

The CHAIRMAN, announcing that the Board had concluded its consideration of the 

Standing Committee»s reports, thanked the Committee, its Chairman and Rapporteurs, 

for their diligent work. 

FREQUE""CI OF WCHLD HEALTH ASSE№LISS: Itera 6.1 of the Agenda (Resolution 
‘'ЩАХ1.25; Document EB23/201)(continued, from the twelfth meeting, section U) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to a suggested draft resolution that sought to 

reflect the views expressed during the previous discussion on item 6,1. It read： 

1 Reproduced, together with the relevant parts of these minutes, in Annex 21 
to Off • Rec., ¥ld íath (hrg, 91 



ш -
EB23AW16 Rev.l 

The Executive Board, 

Recalling that it had been requested by the Eleventh World Health Assembly 
to include an item. "Reconsideration of Frequency of World Health Assemblies", 
in preparing the agenda of the Twelfth World Health Assembly^ 

Recalling further that the Eleventh World Health Assembly requested the 
Executive Board and the Director-Ger.eral to study the implications of the 
adoption of a gystem of biennial Health Assemblies for the Organization at 
the present stage of its development and to report thereon to the Twelfth 
World Health Ass棚blyj and 

Having considered the report made by the Director-General in pursuance 
of resolution 職11325; 

1. TRANSMITS the report of the Director-General together with the minutes of 
the discussions at the tvsnty-third session of the Board to the Twelfth World 
Health Assemblyj and 

2. PROPOSES to the Twelfth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 
resolution thereon*. 

"The Twelfth World Health Assembly, 

"Having exarninsd. the report of the Director-General transmitted to it 
by the Executive Board, and 

"Believing that it would not be opportune^at a time when the Organization 
is expanding and its activities ¿Leveloping, to reduce the number of occasions 
upon which the World Health Assembly would have the opportunity to direct 
and control such expansion and. activities, 

"DECIDES that at this stage in the cLevelopraent of the Organization no 
change should be made in the periodicity of sessions of the World Health 
Assembly," 

Dr HIDE, observing that there seemed to be general agreement on the desirability, 

at least for some years to come, of annual assemblies, referred to section 4.3 ia the 

Director-General1 s report (document EB23/20) and pointed out that it was impossible 



üS23/iíl.iA6 Rev.l 

to draw any conclusions about the savings effected by holding biennial assemblies 

without examining approximate preliminary estimates based on certain assumptions, 

such as the cost of an additional session of the Board. 

He therefore asked that the Secretariat should prepare a paper of that sort. 

It would probably show that there would, be no great financial advantage in holding 

biennial assemblies. Some information might also be obtained about the experience 

of other specialized agencies. 

Professor ДТТ.ТйТ.ШТ submitted an alternative draft resolution proposed by-

Professor Canaperia and himself. It read.： 

The Executive Board, 

Recalling that it had been requested by the Eleventh World Health Assembly 
to include an item "Reconsideration of Frequency of World Health Assemblies", 
in preparing the agenda of the Twelfth World Health Assembly; 

Recalling further that the Eleventh World Health Assembly requested the 
Executive Board and the Director-General to study the implications of the 
adoption of a system of biennial Health Assemblies for the Organization at the 
present stage of its development and to report thereon to the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly; 

Having considered the report made by the Director-General in pursuance of 
resolution WHA11.25; and. 

Believing that it would not be opportune, at a time when the Organization 
is expanding and its activities developing, to reduce the number of occasions 
upon which the World Health Assembly would have the opportunity to direct and 
control such expansion and activities, 

1. IS OF TH3 OPINION that at this stage in the development of the Organization 
no change should be made in the periodicity of sessions of the World Health 
Assembly; and 

2. TRMSMITS the report of the Director-General together with the minutes of 
the discussions at the twenty-third, session of the Board to the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly. 



The joint draft resolution contained no change of substance but was cast in a 

different form because its authors believed that the Board would be somewhat exceeding 

its competence in proposing a draft resolution to the Health Asser.iblyt 

Dr SBIGH believed it was accepted practice for the Board to put forward draft 

resolutions for the consideration of the Assembly. He would therefore have thought 

that the original draft resolution might have been acceptable• The adoption of the 

text proposed by Professors Aujaleu and Canaperia, on the other hand, might imply that 

the Board should never take that type of initiative unless expressly requested to do so, 

Professor ZHDANOV agreed witft. Dr Singh and favoured the original text. He saw 

no reason for departing from the usual procedure of submitting a draft resolution for 

the consideration of the Assembly on a matter concerning which the Board had formed a 

definite opinion. 

Dr HTDE insisted that as, in addition to the D irec tor-Gene ral submitting a report, 

the Board had been asked to state the implications of adopting a system of biennial 

assemblies, it must be furnished with a set of estimates of the kind he had suggested 

if it was to fulfil its taskt 

Mr SIEGEL assured Dr Ifyde that the Secretariat would prepare any estimates the 

Board required; they could be based on different sets of alternative assumptions 

for variable periods. They could either be circulated at the present session of the 

Board or submitted to the Assembly. The supposition that regional committees might 

meet only every two y^ars would be highly conjectural： members would be aware that 

they established their own rules of procedure and could meet as frequently as they 

wished. 
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There could be no question that some savings would be effected by adopting a 

biennial system, but the Director-General had indicated in his report that the 

decision should not be governed by financial considerations, there being a number of 

other important factors at issue. 

D r HIDE said he would be satisfied if the estimates could be prepared to t ^ 

for the Health Assembly. 

Dr SINGH, observing that whatever assistions were made the estimates would, 

reveal some economies, emphasized that the discussion had centred on the need for 

furthering the programme, for which annual assemblies were necessary. He therefore 

proposed the insertion of the words "notwithstanding any savings that might accrue" 

a f t e r the words "Believing that/ in the second paragraph of the preamble to the 

draft resolution proposed for consideration by the Assembly in the text introduced 

by the Chairman. 

Dr HÏDE supported that amendment. 

Dr HABERNOLL asked what would be the consequence of examining and approving 

programmes for two consecutive years at the same session. 

Professor ZHDi\ÍÍCfV also supported Dr Singh's proposal. 

The С Н А Ж Ш indicated that he accepted Dr Singh's amendment and would incorporate 

it in his proposal. 
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Professor AUJALEU, speaking also on behalf of Professor Camperia, withdrew 

their amended version of the draft resolution. It had been submitted with a view 

to meeting more exactly the wishes of the Health Assembly as expressed in its 

resolution； that interpretation had not, however, received the support of members 

of the Board. 

Dr HYDE said that it was his understanding that the minutes of the proceedings 

would show that the Director-General had agreed to present to the Health Assembly a 

supplementary document showing the cost figures for biennial as compared with annual 

Assemblies on a variety of reasonable assumptions. 

Mr SIEGEL said that it waa customary in respect of requests of that character 

for the Board to take a specific decision. The Secretariat would naturally coiiçly 

with that request if the Board agreed. 
In reply to a question by Dr METCALFE as to whether the Secretariat considered 

the establishment of such figures worth while) he said that he had not been tmder the 

impression that the question of whether or not savings could be effected had bean 

at Issue； the Eleventh World Health Assembly had said that they could be. That 

would not be challGnged unless meetings were to become much more extensive. It 

would be perfectly possible to compile a variety of cost estimates. However, it 

was doubtful whether they would prove anything other than üiat some savings would 

result from biennial sessions. 
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The СйкТЖШ believed that a number of delegations at the forthcoming Health 

Assembly would nevertheless be inclined to ask for more exact information as to the 

savings involved. 

Dr HÏDS emphasized his motive in requesting such additional documentation. He 

had thought it necessary, on the basis of the request contained in the resolution of 

the Eleventh World Health Assembly, that the Executive Board should study the 

inçlications of holding biennial Assemblies, 

Dr TOGBA believed that there was general agreement that some savings, whotiior 

large or small, would result. The principal consideration expressed within the 

Board had been that it was necessary to review annually the programme of the 

Organization. It seemed to him difficult to press for specific estijuates since 

there was as yet no idea of how biennial Assemblies would affect meetings of Ше 

Executive Board. 

Mr SIEGSL said he wished to make it clear that the Secretariat had. no objection 

whatever to preparing a variety of sets of figures and would indeed be glad to do 

so. He had merely wished to stress that the assumptions on which such estimates 

were developed miglit well be challenged. 

Dr SINGH thought that Dr Hyde, was correct in considering it desirable for seme 

sets of figures to be prepared in case the Healiii Assembly requested them. 

Professor AUJALSU believed that there was no real need to discuss the point. 

He was sure that the Assistant Director-General would in any case prepare any 

information which might become necessary. 
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Mr SIEGSL considered that^ in view of the discussion which had taken place, it 

would be useful for the Health Assembly to be provided with a separate document, 

either in advance or during the session, giving cost estimates relating to several 

sets of assvunptions. If' estimates on the basis of any other assumptions were 

required, the Secretariat could prepare them at the time, 

fhe С Н Ш М Ш then asked the Board for a decision cm the draft reeolation he had 

originally submitted, incorporating the change proposed by Dr Singh. 

Sir John CE.ÜLSS said that, while he would not press for a vote to be taken, he 

wished to record his abstentiúrk_anH¿xe ̂ iraftjeaolutioi^ "whitih in his..opljaioii-tsnded 

tcr-jprejadg-A _tiie_iesue. 

The С Ш Ш Ш , in view of those remarks, put the drr.ft resolution to the vote. 
. _. • . ？-；. 

Decisión: The draft resolution was adopted by 13 votes to none, with 
3 abstentions (see resolution EB23.R65)* 

OmMIZkTIONIiL- SOTDÏ ON PUBLICS IONS : Item 2.3 of the Agenda ..Xbeso3Jitiûïi_SB2̂ E23; 
Documents SB23/61 and Corr .1, EB23/WP/8 and SB23/WP/U> 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENBRilL recalled that, in accordance with the instructions 

of the Eleventh World Health /issembly, the Executive Board at its twenty-second 

session, in resolution EB22.R23, had requested that the Director-General prepare a 

report on the Ш 0 publications programme. The report the Director-General now 
presented (docmients БВ23/61 and Corr.l) was intended to be as conçrehénsive a survey 

as possible and covered all publications originating in Щеdifferent divisions and 

regions of the Organization, 



In addition to that objective and. faotual account, the Director-General had 

submitted in a less formal manner, in document EB25/Wp/8, some questions for 

consideration by the Executive Board. The list was obviously far from complete: 

certain other questions in connexion with publications had been raised, in the 

course of the Board's review of the proposed programme and budget estimates for 

I960, and those questions were summarized, in document EB23/WP/14. 

It had appeared to the Secretariat that to study the publications programme 

as thoroughly as was desirable would require some time. The Board might therefore 

wish to engage in a preliminary discussion and to call attention to certain salient 

problems, in respect of whioh an outline could be prepared for the next session of 

the Board. The Board could then oomplete its study on publications at the following 

January session. 

Naturally, the Secretariat itself did not wish to press that procedure. However, 

there were precedents for spreading a lengthy study of that type over two sessions of 

the Board. Should the Executive Board decide that such a course was desirable, it 

could transmit that view to the Health Assembly and suggest that the Board, report 

on the item to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

The Direotors of the Divisions of Editorial and Reference Services and of Public 

Information were present to reply to any specific points that members of the Board 

might wish to raise. 

Professor ZHDANOV emphasized the considerable interest with which he had read 

the excellent documentation provided. He commended the manner in which the 

publications were produced and congratulated the staff concerned. Indeed, in his 

view, it was one of the most important activities of WHO. 



He believed that the publications of the Organization could be divided into 

three groups : first, those necessary for the work of the organs of WHO, primarily 

for the Health Assembly and the Executive Board - it was that that determined the 

number of copies printed and their interest; secondly, reference material such as 

health legislation, decisions and basic documents of the World Health Organization, 

which was necessary for a relatively restricted number of officials of national 

health services whose work brought them in contact with WHO; and, thirdly, 

publications of great interest for the mass of medical workers and wide sections of 

the population - i.e. the monographs or material of a technical nature concerned 

with, for example, the control of particular diseases; or on the other hand* 

material of a health-educational character. 

He would emphasize the desirability of ensuring as wide a distribution as 

possible of the third group of publications in more languages than was at present 

the case, and particularly in Russian. He was speaking for the time being in his 

capacity as a member of the Executive Board and was not making any formal proposal 

to that effect. It should be borne in mind that Russian was not only spoken by 

the vast population of the Iftiion of Soviet Socialist Republics, but was also an 

international language for many countries. He did not wish to touch at present on 

the separate point of the administrative and financial aspects of such a step. 

Some decision could, however, be taken on the principle of the matter. 



His suggestion did not refer at the moment to such publications as bibliographies, 

the international standards for drinking-water, or official publications, since their 

users were for the most part familiar with other languages. Already the Chronicle 

was being translated into Russian and through its increasing circle of readers WHO 

was becoming better known among Russian-speaking persons. № e International Sanitary 

Regulations had been translated into Russian in the USSR and the Institute of Health 

Aàninistration in that country had translated certain basic documents of WHO. 

He would, however, like to see translated into Russian the periodical World 

Health. It was absolutely essential to translate the monographs into Russian, as 

almost all of thera were of great value to the widest sections of the medical profession; 

other material which could very usefully be translated included the handbook on 

venereal disease treatment centres at ports, the International Statistical Classificatior 

of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, and probably also ths Handbook of Resolutions 

and Decisions, even if only the basic ones. As regards the Bulletin it might be 

useful to have summaries not only in Russian but also in other languages; thus a 

doctor who found the summary of interest could if he wished have the full article 

translated into Russian. 

He realised that it would not be possible immediately to put into motion the 

translation of such a considerable number of publications, but he had wished to call 

attention to those which might be prepared in the course of time. Not only would they 

be of the greatest assistance to hundreds of thousands of Russian-speaking persons, but 

they would do much to improve the effectiveness of co-operation with WHO. 

i 
D r MA2-CpLLER considered that the publications programme was one of the most vital 

aspeots of the Organization's activities, touching as it did both the medical profession 

and the general public. He warmly commended the report, which presented a most 

comprehensive study of the question. 
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He stressed the great value of the Bulletin and the Chronicle, as well as 

the Monograph Series and other specialized technical publications on a single 

subject. He noted with satisfaction the circulation figures, both unpaid and sales, 

given in respect of the Bulletin in Cliart 1. It would be interesting if similar 

information oould be provided in respect of the total circulation of the Chronicle. 

Professor CANAPERIA said that, in view of the importance of the publications 

programme, he agreed in principle with the suggestion that the Board's organizational 

study should be spread over two years, particularly as the present discussions had 

begun too near the close of the session for a full examination. 

The Director-General1 s report was excellent and showed most satisfactorily the 

scope of WHO'S activities in regard to publications. 

It seemed to him that it would be useful for the Board to have some table 

showing global expenditure in relation to the publications programme and offsetting 

income from sales. The information in Chart 6 on revenue from the sale of 

publications was most gratifying； he noted that the total figure for 1958, including 

•tbe International Statistical Classification, would amount to almost $ 84 000. 

The publications prepared by the Division of Public Information were very 

useful in that they provided information to the general public, and the professional 

classes In particular, on the activities of WHO, though of course it would be 

necessary to look into their cost. The publications of greatest interest were, of 

course, those of a technical nature. In particular, he commended the Bulletin, 

whose excellence was demonstrated by its wide and increasing distribution, half of 

which was through sales. 
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The International Digest of Health Legislation had been a sort of legacy from 

the Office International d'Hygiène Publique,which had published legislative texts of 

different countries in its Bulletin. The task of collecting texts had become 

more complicated. He thought that that publication could probably be improved 

by establishing comparisons between different legislative texts, and especially 

by taking into account new legislation. 

Among the scientific periodicals, the Epidemiological and Vital Statistics Report 

provided valuable data. It would be useful also to have some commentary on trends 

and on the distribution as between the various regions of certain diseases. 

The Monograph Series olearly varied in interest according to the subject» 

A study of Chart 5 showed a decrease in the distribution of the later monographs； 

particularly regarding sales* That would seem to point to the need for a more 

careful selection of subjects. 

With regard to the expert committee reports, which were naturally of great 

interest, he did not think that it would be possible to achieve the clear 

differentiation into two types, scientific on the one hand and organizational on 

the other, which Dr Hyde had suggested at the previous meeting. 

While it might be possible to envisage a reduction in the size of the 

Official Records, it should not be forgotten that those reports constituted an 

extremely important documentation on the activities of the Organization, and that 

reference was often made to them. 
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Professor AUJALEU was also in agreement with the suggestion to extend the 

organizational study on publications over two sessions of the Board. The matter 

was of such great importance that it would be valuable to have an opportunity to 

study the matter thoroughly before resuming discussion on it# 

Generally speaking, he found the WHO publications very satisfactory4 All of 

them were of interest to someone^whether they were addressed to public health 

administrators and doctors or to the general public• 

It was generally accepted - and he shared that view - that the Monograph Series 

was most successful. He found cause for regret, therefore, that some of that 

series had not appeared in French as well as in English. 

He wished particularly to commend the Secretariat in connexion with the 

Technical Report Series, since he knew that it played a most valuable part in 

helping the members of the expert groups to draft their conclusions. 

Although the International Digest of Health Legislation was less widely 

distributed, it was most useful to public health administrators and constituted 

an essential work of reference for them. It would be useful if a statement of 

opinion, as objective as possible, could be included in respect of certain 

legislation, indicating which provisions appeared advantageous and which less so. 

He called attention to possible overlapping between the Bulletin and the 

Monograph Seríes# Where an article would be published later in the form of a 

monograph, it seemed to him preferable not to include it in the Bulletin, as 

sometimes happened at present. Every effort should then be made to ensure 

speedy publication of the monograph concerned• 
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The Division of Editorial and Reference Services had perhaps taken an 

unduly narrow interpretation of the provision adopted by the Health Assembly and 

the Executive Board whereby articles in the Bulletin were to be published in the 

language in which they were submitted. Since about 80 per cent, of the articles 

published did not come from outside sources but were a direct result of the 

Organization's activities or written by its officials, and since the Organization 

had two working languages, it would appear desirable for the Secretariat to 

reconsider its rather strict interpretation of the resolution governing the matter. 

The meeting rose at 5.40 p.m 



W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

¡SXiiCUTIVB BOi¿D 

Twenty-third Session 

BlOVÏSIOivÛiL ИШТЗЗ OF ТШ SISTûSiïH 

Palais des Mations, Geneva 
Friday， 30 January 1959, at 2,30 p.m. 

СНАЗШ-Ш： Dr P. S. MOORE 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

‘SB23Aiin/l6 
30 January 1959 

QÜIGII;ÍAL：盛 GLISH 

сонтштз 
Page 

1. Report on development of malaria eradication programme 
(continued from the second meeting, section 1) « . , * ••， 

2, Report on Malaria Eradication Spacial account (oontinusd from 
the second masting， section 2) 

Second report of tha standing Committae on 
administration and Finance , . « « • • о • ° 

3, Frequency of ¥orld Health üssamblies (continued from the 
twelfth meeting, section 4) 10 

4. Organizational study on publications , 17 

Note: Corrections to these provisional minutes should be submitted m writing 
to the Chief Editor, Official Records, Koom 115, wxthin 48 hours of their 
distribution or as soon as possible thereaftsr, 



Sirbeenth Meeting 

Friday， 30 January 1959, at 2.30 p.ra. 

Present 

Dr P. ÏÏ. MOORE, Chairman 

Dr G. DÍíiZ-COILEfí, Vice-Chairman 

Dr H4B腿OLL, Vice-Chairman 

Dr Jaswant SINGH, Rapporteur 

Dr M. SLIM, Rapporteur 

Professor E. J. I. 

Professor G. Cüí̂ PSRX¿, 

Dr CAO т ш cm (alternate to 
Dr Le-Van-Khai) 

Sir John CffikRLSS 

Professor M. З Т Е Ш Ш Ш (alternate to 
Dr A. Radji) 

Dr ù. R. Н Ш Ш 

Dr H. van Zile HÏDE 

Dr … J . MSTCALFE 

Mr H. OLlTSaO 

Dr H. M. PENIDO 

Dr M. 0. SHOIB 

Dr J. N. TOGBA 

Professor V. M. ZHDANOV 

Secretary: 

Designating Country 

Can-'.da 

Mexico 

Federal Republic of Germany 

India 

Tunisia 

France 
Italy-

Vie t îîaan 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

Iran 

Afghanistan 

United States of î raerica 
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I. REPORT ON DEVELOPMHÎNT OF MAI^IA ERADICATION ШООШШ: Item 4.1 of the Agenda 
(Document SB23/21) (continued from the second meeting, section 1) 

D r DOROLLE, Deputy Direotor-General, observed that the Board had already 

discussed the development of the malaria eradication progranmie when examining the 

report contained in d'ooument EB23/21 and Annex 4 to Official Records lio. 89. It 

might wish to consider the following draft resolution, which sought to reflect 

the views expressed in the discussion: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the present 
status of the world-wide malaria eradication effort^ 

Appreciating the fact that the report constitutes the first 
comprehensive review of the situation in relation to malaria eradication 
throughout the worldj 

Noting that very satisfactory progress has been made in many countries 
of the world but that there are still other countries where malaria 
eradication programmes have not yet been initiated¿ 

Noting further that achievement of the goal of malaria eradication 
is dependent inter alia on the availability of financial resources, 

Noting that in many geographical areas of the world mechanisms for 
inter-country co-ordination of malaria eradication programmes already 
exist ¿ “ 

Realizing that such inter-country co-ordination Ьесошез increasingly 
important as national programmes approach the goal of malaria eradication 
and ' 

Believing that information in the report would be of value to the 
World Health Assembly, 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to bring this report up to date for 
presentation to the Twelfth World Plealth Assembly； “ 



2щ REQUESTS all goverments to assist the Director-General by providing 
him with suoh information as he may request¿ 

3# URGES all governments concerned to facilitate the free exchange of 
relevant infonaation between neighbouring malarious or recently malarious 
countries and to collaborate with such neighbouring countries concerning 
measures to be taken in their frontier zoned^ and 

4. URGES that all governments concerned should intensify their efforts 
towards the final goal of malaria eradication and that governments whiôh 
have not yet undertaken programmes of malaria eradication should plan for 
such programmes as early as practicable. 

Professor CAWAPERIA had no objection to the draft resolution but wished to 

draw the Board1 s attention to the views expressed in the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance, and summarized in section 2.6 of the part of its second 

report (document EB23/89) concerning the Halaría Eradication Special Mcount9 about 

the desirability of perhaps limiting work in other fields for a few years and 

concentrating on malaria eradication. He believed that the Board would wish to 

ooraraent on the matter • 

The DEPUTY" DIRECTOR-GENERAL, while recognizing that the development of the 

prograjnme and the availability of funds were two closely connected questions, 

suggested that Professor Canaperia^s point related rather to the draft resolution 

submitted by the Standing Ooramittee in section 3*1 of its report on the Special 

Account• 

Professor CMAPERIA did not think that that draft resolution had direct 

relevance to the anxiety expressed in the Standing Committee about the fact that 

there was no firm financial basis for the i960 prograrome. 



The CHAIRMAN suggested that, although the problems were interrelated, fer the 

convenience of the discussion it might Ъе preferable to consider first the draft 

resolution brought to the Boardts attention by the Deputy Direotor-General. 

Dr MSTCÜIiPE observed that the reference to governments in the draft resolution 

should relate solely to governments of countries where malaria existed. 

The DEPUTY" DIRECTOR-GEMERAL asked whether Dr îfetcalfe's point would be met by 

the insertion of the word "concerned" after the word "governments" in paragraph 2 

and by the insertion of the words "of countries where malaria exists and" after 

the words "malaria eradication and that governments" in paragraph 4. 

The CHAIRMAN noted that Dr Metoalfe agreed with that ajnendment. 

Decision; The draft resolution, as araended, was adopted (see resolution 
EB23.R62). * 

2. REPOHT ON MALASIA ERiffilCilTION SPECIAL л^ОСОШТ: Item 4,2 of the %enda 
(Document ЕБ23/77) (continued from the second meeting, section 2) 

Second Report of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance 
(Document ЕВ23/89) ‘ 

Dr TOGBA, referring to Professor Canaperia's remarks earlier in the meeting, 

expressed grave concern at the fact that WHO had undertaken a vast programme for 

the eradication of a disease constituting one of the major health problems of the 

world, without enough funds. Yet, each year, the Organization launched new projects. 

Surely it would be preferable to tackle problems in turn and concentrate resources 

in such a way as to bring to a conclusion each programme before embarking upon another. 



Dr SHOIB said it was somewhat late in the Board's session to raise that issue 

after the Board had discussed and approved programmes for 19^0. 

Dr SINGH agreed that mors stress should be placed on the malaria eradication 

programme but pointed out that it was for governments themselves to find the 

necessary funds and for Ш 0 to advise and help. It could not restrict itself to 

a single programme and must extend its activities into othar fields. 

Professor ZHDANOV observed that the primary responsibility for malaria 

eradication lay with governments. It was ШО'э function to help thoce which were 

unable to accomplish the task by their own unaided efforts. He would say in reply 

to Dr Togba that the Board was powerless 

but agreed that the main emphasis should 

considerations in mind, he believed that 

Standing Committee‘s draft resolutions. 

to stop other programmes now in progress f 
be on the major problems, With those 

the Board could forthwith take up the 

The CHAIRMAN observed that it had been fitting for Professor Canaperia, as 

Rapporteur of the Standing Coînraittee, to draw the Board's attention to certain 

considerations discussed by the Standing Coiffiaittee and which might be borne in 

mind Ъу the Direator-General when planning future prograi-ames. It might prove 

necessary to defer certain meritorious projects in favour of the malaria 

eradication programme. 

Dr FENXDO asked what amendment Professor Canaperia was suggesting. 



Professor СЖАРЕЕХА replied that he did not intend to propose any amendraents 

to the Standing Committee ‘ s draft resolutions but had only sought to draw attention 

to certain views expressed in the Standing Committee after perusal of the voluminous 

report (EB23/21) on the present status of the world-wide malaria eradication 

effort. The report gave some indication of the vast scop© of the prograrome and 

its total cost. While he did not wish to reopen consideration of the i960 

prograrnnie and budget estimates; it must be pointed out that there were no funds in 

the Malaria Eradication Special Account for that year or subsequent years. 

Dr TOGBA. explained that he was not advocating the immediate cessation of other 

programmes but only emphasizing the importance of concentrating on malaria 

eradication. 

Dr SINGH asked whether there was any objection to amending the second paragraph 

in the preamble to the Standing Committee1 s first draft resolution, dealing with 

contributions to the Special Account. He would deplore the overt suggestion that 

the programme was in jeopardy and preferred the following wording: 

Being concerned at the inadequate responses to the appeal for contributions 
to the Malaria Eradication Special Account. 

Dr TOGBA. considered the paragraph to be vital because it drew attention to the 

need for contributions. 
t 

Dr HYDE shared Dr Singhf s dissatisfaction with the text and wondered whether 

it might not be recast in more positive form so as to indicate that, with mor© 

adequate resources, the programme could proceed faster and with a greater chance 

of success. 



Dr SHOIB saw no danger 1л retaining the paragraph, which to the best of his 

knowledge was a stataaent of fact. 

Dr SINGH explained that he was not categorically opposed to the text, but 

questioned its wisdom since it seemed to suggest that Ш 0 had embarked upon a 

programme without adequate preparation, 

Dr TOGBA thought Dr Singh's concern could be allayed by the substitution of the 

words "hinders the progress of" for the words "puts in jeopardy". 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General， suggested that the exact meaning intended 

would be brought out by the addition of the words "to be assisted by WHO", at the end 

of the paragraph, 

Dr HÏDE maintained that the malaria eradication programme was one of the most 

spectacular and successful health enterprises in the world. Any such programme was 

bound to pass through a difficult stage, but if there were any mention of the 

possibility of failure it would be regarded as a poor investment, whereas the precise 

opposite was the cape from both the hnmaa and the economic point of view. 

Professor ZHDMOV considered that the main defect of the text was its emotional 

tone. All that was necessary was to appeal for more contributions to intensify the 

fight against malaria. 
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Dr SBTGH proposed，in the light of the foregoing comments^ the addition at the 

end of his tert of the words: иcontributions which are so urgently required for the 

malaria eradication programmed 

The CHAIRMAN suggested a text that might cover the points raised. It read: 

Being concerned that adequate resources must be made available in the 
Special Account to ensure the successful functioning of the malaria 
eradication programme assisted by ШЮ，and • . • 

Decision： The draft resolution^ as amended, by the Chairmanî s text, was 
adopted (see resolution SB23cB.63)-

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the Standing Committee1s second draft resolution, 

concerning the need to get more complete information from governments (section 3#2 

of its report)e 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB23«H64)• 

The CHAIRMN^ announcing that the Board had concluded its consideration of the 

Standing Committee;s reports^ thanked the Committee, its Chairman and Rapporteurs, 

for their diligent work. 

3. FREQUE2XY OF WORLD H3ALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item 6.1 of the Agenda (Resolution 
WHAi:U25j Document E323/20) (continued from the twelfth meeting) 

The GHAIRMK drew attention to a suggested draft resolution that sought to 

reflect the views expressed during the previous discussion on item 6Д« It read: 
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The Executive Board, 

Recalling that it had been requested by the Eleventh World Health Assembly 
to include an item "Reconsideration of Frequency of World Health Assemblies", 
in preparing the agenda of the Twelfth World Health Assemblyj 

Recalling further that the Eleventh World Health Assembly requested the 
Executive Board and the Director-General to study the implications of the 
adoption of a system of biennial Health Assemblies for the Organization at 
the present stage of its development and to report thereon to the Twelfth 
World Health Assembly; and 

Having considered the report made by the Director-General in pursuance 
of resolution WHA11.25, 

1. TRMSMITS the report of the Director-General together with the minutes of 
the discussions at the twenty-third, session of the Board to the Twelfth World 
Health Assenib̂ yj and 

2. PROPOSES to the Twelfth World Health Asserably the adoption of the following 
resolution thereon; 

"The Twelfth World Health Assembly, 

Having examined the report of the Director-General transmitted to it 
by the Executive Board, and 

Believing that it would not be opportune at a time when the Organization 
is expanding and its activities developing, to reduce the number of occasions 
upon which the World Health Assembly would have the opportunity to direct 
and control such expansion and activities, 

DECIDES that at this stage in the development of the Organization no 
change should be made in the periodicity of sessions of the World Health 
Assembly," 

Dr HÏDE, observing that there seemed to be general agreement on the desirability, 

at least for some years to cone, of annual assemblies, referred to section 4.3 in the 

Director-General1 s report (document EB23/20) and pointed out that it was impossible 



to draw any conclusions about the savings effected by holding biennial assemblies 

without examining approximate preliminary estimates based on сезгЬаал assumptions, 

such as the cost of an additional session of the Board. 

He therefore asked that the Secretariat should prepare a paper of that sort. 

It would probably show that there would be no great financial advantage in holding 

biennial assemblies. Sane information might also be obtained about the experience 

of other specialized agencies. 

Professor AUJALEU submitted an alternative draft resolution proposed by 

Professor Canaperia and himself. It reads 

The Executive Board, : 

Recalling that it had been requested by the Eleventh World. Health Assembly 
to include an item "Reconsideration of Frequency of World Health Assemblies", 
in preparing the agenda of the Twelfth World Health Asserablyj 

Recalling further that the Eleventh World Health Assembly requested the 
Executive Board and the Director-General to study the implications of the 
adoption of a system of biennial Health Assemblies for the Organization at the 
present stage of its development and to report thereon to the Twelfth World 
Health Assembly; 

Having considered the report made by the Director-General in pursuance of 
resolution WHA11.25; and 

Believing that it would not be opportune, at a time when the Organization 
is expanding and its activities developing, to reduce the nvinber of occasions 
upon which the World Health Assembly would have the opportunity to direct and 
control such expansion and activities, 

1. IS OF THE 0РШЮМ that at this stage in the development of the Organization 
no change should be made in the periodicity of sessions of the World Health 
Assembly; and 
2. TRANSMITS the report of the Director-General together with the minutes of 
the discussions at the twenty-third session of the Board to the Twelfth World 



The joint draft resolution contained no change of substance but was cast in a 

different form because its authors believed that the Board would be somewhat exceeding 

its competence in proposing a draft resolution to the Health Assembly, 

Dr SINGH believed it was accepted practice for the Board to put forward draft 

resolutions for the consideration of the Assembly, He would therefore have thought 

that the original draft resolution might have been acceptable• The adoption of the 

text proposed by Professors Aujaleu and Canaperia, on the other hand, might imply that 

the Board should never take that type of initiative unless expressly requested to do so« 

Professor ZHDANOV agreed with Dr Singh and favoured the original text. He saw 

no reason for departing from the usual procedure of submitting a draft resolution for 

the consideration of the Assembly on a matter concerning which the Board had formed a 

definite opinion. 

Dr HIDE insisted that as, in addition to the Director-General submitting a report, 

the Board had been asked to state the implications of adopting a system of biennial 

assemblies, it must be furnished with a set of estimates of the kind he had suggested 

if it was to fulfil its task. 

Mr SISGEL assured Dr Цуйе that the Secretariat would prepare any estimates the 

Board requiredj they could be based on different sets of alternative assumptions 

for variable periods• They could either be circulated at the present session of the 

Board or submitted to the Assembly. The supposition that regional committees might 

meet only every two years would be highly conjectural: members would be aware that 

they established their о ш rules of procedure and could meet as frequently as they 

wished# 
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There could be no question that some savings would be effected by adopting â 

biennial system, but the Director-General had indicated in his report that the 

decision should not be governed by financial considerations, there being a number of 

other important factors at issue. 

Dr HIDE said he would be satisfied if the estimates could be prepared in time 

for the Health Assembly. 

Dr SINGH, observing that whatever as suintions were made the estimates would 

reveal some economies, en^hasized that the discussion had centred on the need for 

furthering the programme, for which annual assemblies were necessary. He therefore 

proposed the insertion of the words "notwithstanding any savings that might accrue'' 

after the words "Believing that," in the second paragraph of the preamble to the 

draft resolution proposed for consideration by the Assembly in the text introduced 

by the Chairman. 

Dr HÏDE supported that amendment. 

Dr HABERNOLL asked vdiat would be the consequence of examining and approving 

programmes for two consecutive years at the same session. 

Professor ZHDANOV also supported Dr Singh's proposal. 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that he accepted Dr Singh's amendment and would incorporate 

it in hie proposal. 



Professor AUJALEU, speaking also on behalf of Professor Canaperia, withdrew 

their amended version of the draft resolution. It had been submitted with a view 

to meeting more exactly the wishes of the Health Assembly as expressed in its 

resolution； that interpretation had not, however, received the support of members 

of the Board, 

Dr HYDE said that it was his understanding that the minutes of the proceedings 

would show that the Director-General had agreed to present to the Health Assembly a 

supplementary document showing the cost figures for biennial as compared with annual 

Assemblies on a variety of reasonable assumptions. 

Mr SIEGSL said that it was customary in respect of requests of that character 

for the Board to take a specific decision. The Secretariat would naturally comply 

with that request if the Board agreed. 

In reply to a question by Dr METCÂLFE as to whether the Secretariat considered 

the establishment of such figures worthwhile, he said that he had not been mider the 

Impression that the question of whether or not savings could be effected had been 

at issue； the Eleventh World Health Assembly had said that they could be. That 

would not be challenged unless meetings were to become much more extensive. It 

w0Uld be perfectly possible to compile a variety of cost estimates. However, it 

was doubtful whether they would prove anything other than that some savings would 

result from biennial sessions. 



The СЕА.Ш№Ш believed that a number of delegations at the forthcoming Health 

Assembly would nevertheless be inclined to ask for more exact information as to the 

savings involved. 

Dr HÏDE emphasized his motive in requesting such additional documentation. He 

had thought it necessary, on the basis of the request contained in the resolution of 

the Eleventh World Health Assembly, that the Executive Board should study the 

implications of holding biennial Assemblies, 

Dr TOGBA believed that there was general agreement that some savings, whether 

large or small, would result. The principal consideration expressed within the 

Board had been that it was necessary to review annually йг© programme of the 

Organization. It seemed to him difficult to press for specific estimates since 

there was аз yet no idea of how biennial Assemblies would affect meetings of the 

Executive Board. 

Mr SIEGEL said he wished to make it clear that the Secretariat had no objection 

whatever to preparing a variety of sets of figures and would indeed be glad to do 

so. He had merely wished to stress that the assumptions on which such estimates 

were developed might well be challenged» 

Dr SINGH thought that Dr Hyde was correct in considering it desirable for some 

sets of figures to be prepared in. case the Health Assembly requested them. 

Professor kVJldEU believed that there was no real need to discuss the poirrb. 

He was sure that the Assistant Director-General would Зл any case prepare any 

information which might become necessary. 



Mr SIEGEL considered that^ in view of the discussion which had taken place) it 

would be useful for the Health Assanbly to be provided with a separate document) 

either in advance or during the session) giving cost estimates relating to several 

sets of assumptions. If estimates on the basis of any other assumptions were 

required, the Secretariat could prepare them at the time t 

The CHAIRMAN then asked the Board for a decision on the draft resolution he had 

originally submitted^ incorporating the change proposed by Dr Singh• 

Sir John CHOlbSS said that., while he would not press for a vote to be taken) he 

wished to record his abstentioxDftlie-draft ‘resolution, "which in his., opinion - tended 

e_is sue t 

The CHâlRMM, in view of those remarks, put the draft resolution to the vote. 

Decision? The draft resolution was adopted by 13 votes to none, with 
3 absten七ions (see resolution БВ23,R65)• 

ORGANIZATIONAL STUDY ON PUBLIdJ1 工ONS î Item 2.3 of the Agenda—(EesoliltiQîLEB22̂ E23; 
Documsiits EB23/61 and СоггД； EB23/WP/8 and 3B23/WP/l^) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that̂  in accordance with the instructions 

of the Eleventh World Health Assembly, the Executive Board at its twenty-second 

session) in resolution EB22,R23, had requested that the Director-General prepare a 

report on the Ш 0 publications programme. The report the Director-General now 
presented (documontG ЕВ23/61 and CorrД) was intended to be as comprehensive a survey 

as possible and covered all publications originating in t^edifferent divisions and 

regions of the Organization, 



Xn addition to that objective and factual account^ the Director-Goneral haa 

submitted in a less formal manner, in document 2В23Д/Р/8, some questions for 

consideration by tfce Executive Board• The list was obviously far from complete； 

certain other questions in connexion with publications had been raised in tha 

course of tho Boardis review of the proposed programme and budget estimates for 

I960，and those questions were suraiiiarized in document EB23/^P/l4 • 

It had appeared to ths Secretariat that to study the publications prograanrae as 

thoroughly as was desirable would require s ото time. The Board might therefore wish 

to engage in a preliminary discussion and to call attention to certain salient problems> 
in respect of which an outline could be prepared for tho next session of the Board• 

The Board could thon complots its study on publications at the following Januar/ session» 

Naturallyj the Secretariat itself did not wish to press that procedure• However^ 

there wore precedents for spreading a lengthy study of that type over two sessions of 

the Board• Should the ."liXGCutive Board decide that such a course was desirablo^ it 

could transmit that view to tha Health Assembly and suggest that the Board report on 

the item to the Thirteenth íorld Health Assembly•. 

The Directors of the Divisions of Editorial and lUersnce ¿ervices and of Public 

Infoimation were present to reply to any specific points that members of the Board 

might wish to raises 

Professor ZWiMOY emphasized the considerable interest "with which he had read 

thG excellent docuiuentation provided. Ho commended the manner in which tha publications 

were produced and congratulated the staff concerned• Indeed， in his view, the 

Division of Editorial and Reference Services was one of the most important in the 

activities of IvHO, 



He believed that the publications of the Organization could b^ divided into 

three main groups: in ths first placeл the Official Records directly relating to 

the work of 1Ш0； the Health “ssembly and the executive Board, the size of such 

documentation being dependent on the importance of the programme and organizational 

meetingsj secondly, publications, such as the International Digest of Health 

Legislation, aimed at a relatively rsstricted distribution among the national 

health authorities working in co-operation mth 馓0; and, thirdly, those publications 

which were intended for the medical profession and for large sections of ths general 

population, such as the ijonograph Series, ths Technical Rsport Serieŝ  and all 

publications giving information on gaaeral health questions „ 

He Trjould emphasize, the desirability of ensuring as wide a distribution as 

possible of ths third group of publications in more languages than was at present 

the case, and particularly in Russian. He was； of course, speaking purely in his 

capacity as a member of the Executive Board and was not making any formal proposal 

to that effect. It should be borns in тхпй that Russian was not only spoken b/ 

the vast population of the Union of Soviet Sooia^t Republics, but was also an 

international language, He did not wish to touch at present on the separate point 

of ths administrative and financial aspects of such a s tap, екзшэ decision could, 

however, be taken on the principle of the matterя 



His suggestion did not refer to suoh publications as bibliographies or the 

Official Records series, whose users were for the most part familiar with other 

languages, nor1, for example, to International Standards for Drinking Water, which 

was of interest to relatively few readers. The Chronicle, which already 

appeared in Russian, did a great deal towards propagating knowledge of the work 

of the Organization. Health institutes in the Soviet Union had already translated 

the International Sanitary Regulations and Basic Documents• He would, however, 

like to see translated into Russian: the periodical World Health; the Inter-

national Digest of Health Legislation; the Monograph Series, whioh was particularly 

valuable in providing guidance to physicians; the World Directory of Venereal 

Disease Treatment Centres at Ports; the International Statistical Classification 

of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, as it was likely to serve as a basis 

for some national classifications, and the Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions. 

It might also be useful to issue a summary in Russian of the Bulletin. 

He realized that it would not be possible immediately to put into motion 

the translation of such a considerable number of publications., but he had wished 

to call attention to those whioh might be prepared in the course of time. Not 

only would they be of the greatest assistance to hundreds of thousands of Russian-

speaking persons, but they would do much to improve the effectiveness of 

co-operation with WHO. 

Dr dÍaZ-COLIER considered that the publications programme was one of the 

most vital aspects of the Organization1s activities^ touching as it did both the 

medical profession and the general public. He warmly commended the report, which 

presented a most comprehensive study of the question. 



He stressed the great value of the Bulletin and the Chi^icl^ as well as 

the Monograph Series and other specialized technical publications on a single 

subject» He noted with satisfaction the circulation figures, both unpaid and sales, 

given in respect of the Bulletin in Chart 1, It would be interesting if similar 

information could be provided in respect of the total circulation of the Chronicle, 

Professor CANAPERIA said that, in view of the importance of the publications 

programme, he agreed in principle with the suggestion that the Board1 s organizational 

study should be spread over tT.ro years, particularly as the present discussions had 

begun too near the close of the session for a full examination. 

The Director-General1 s report was excellent and showed most satisfactorily the 

scope of WHOTs activities in regard to publications. 

It seemed to him that it would be useful for the Board to have some table 

showing global expenditure in relation to the publications programme and offsetting 

income from sales. The information in Chart б on revenue from the sale of 

publications was most gratifying； he noted that the total figure for 1958, including 

the International Statistical Classification, would amount to almost $ 84 000. 

The publications prepared by the Division of Public Information were very-

useful in that they provided information to the general public, and the professional 

classes in particular, on the activities of WHO, though of course it would be 

necessary to look into their cost. The publications of greatest interest were, of 

course, those of a technical nature# In particular, he commended the Bulletin, 

whose excellence was demonstrated by its wide and increasing distribution, half of 

whioh was through sales. 



The International Digest of Health Legislation had been a sort of legacy from 

the Office International d'Hygiène Publique which had published legislative texts of 

different countries in its Bulletin. The task of collecting texts had become 

more complicated. He thought that that publication could probably be improved 

by establishing comparisons between different legislative texts, and especially 

by taking into account new legislation. 
Among the scientific periodicals, the Epldemiologioal and Vital Statistics Report 

provided valuable data. It would be useful also to have some commentary on trends 

and on the distribution as between the various regions of certain diseases. 

The Monograph Series clearly veiled in Interest according to the subject. 

A study of Chart 5 showed a decrease in the distribution of the later monographs, 

particularly regarding sales. That would seem to point to the need for a more 

careful selection of subjects. 
With regard to the expert committee reports, which were naturally of great 

interest, he did not think that it would be possible to achieve the clear 

differentiation into two types, scientific on the one hand and org^izational on 

the other, which Dr Hyde had suggested at the previous meeting. 

While it might be possible to envisage a reduction in the size of the 

Official Records, it should not be forgotten that those reports censtituted an 

extremely important documentation on the activities oí the Organization, and that 

reference was often made to them. 



Professor AWALEU was also in agreement with the suggestion to extend the 

organizational study on publications over two sessions of the Board. The matter 

was of such great importance that it would be valuable to have an opportunity to 

study the matter thoroughly before resuming discussion on it. 

Generally speaking, he found the WHO publications very satisfactory. All of 

them were of interest to someone whether they were addressed to public health 

administrators and doctors or to the general public. 

It was generally accepted - and he shared that view - that the Monograph Series 

was most successful. He found cause for regret, therefore, that some of that 

series had not appeared in French as well as in English. 

He wished particularly to commend the Secretariat in connexion with the 

Technical Report Series, since he knew that it played a most valuable part in 

helping the members of the expert groups to draft their conclusions. 

Although the International Digest of Health Legislation was less widely 

distributed, it was most useful to public health administrators and constituted 

an essential work of reference for them. It would be useful if a statement of 

opinion, as objective as possible, could be included in respect of certain 

legislation, indicating which provisions appeared advantageous and which less so. 

He called attention to possible overlapping between the Bulletin and the 

Monograph Series, Where an article would be published later in the form of a 

monograph, it seemed to him preferable not to include it in the Bulletin, as 

sometimes happened at present. Every effort should then be made to ensure 

speedy publication of the monograph concerned. 



The Division of Editorial and Reference Services had perhaps taken an 

unduly narrow interpretation of the provision adopted by the Health Assembly and 

the Executive Board whereby articles in the Bulletin were to be published.in the 

language in which they were submitted. Since about 80 per cent, of the articles 

published did not come from outside sources but were a direct result of the 

Organization's activities or written by its officials, and since the Organization 

had two working languages, it would appear desirable for the Secretariat to 

reconsider its rather strict interpretation of the resolution goveming the matter 

The meeting rose at 5Л0 


