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INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: (a) PROPOSAL BY THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA FOR THE CONSIDERATION OP DESIGNATING AN
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR OR OF ADOPTING OTHER MEANS POR
INTENSIFYING INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CO-OPERATION AGAINST MAJOR KILLING AND
CRIPPLING DISEASES； (b) RESOLUTION 1283 (XIII) OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE UNITED NATIONS ON AN INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR:
Item 2.13 of the Agenda (Documents ЕВ2�/5, ЕВ2Д/57, EB2?/WP/5)
The CHAIRMAN invited the representative of the Government of the United States

of America, attending under Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure, to address the meeting.
Mr POPPER, representative of the United States Government,said that, like
other countries, the United States was deeply interested in international cooperation to improve the health of all peoples.
in a number of ways.

It had made its interest manifest

As explained in document EB23/5, on 11 August 1958 the

United States senate had passed a resolution inviting the President of the United
States "to extend to the other nations of the world, through the World Health
Organization, and related organizations, an invitation for the designation of
representatives to meet and discuss the feasibility of designating an International
Health and Medical Research Year, at such early date as adequate preparation could
be madej or of other methods of developing such intensive international oo-operation
in the field of health as would lead toward the discovery and exchange of the
answers on coping with major killing and crippling diseases which affect mankind".
In the preamble of the resolution, the senate had referred to the International
Geophysical Year and to the results of that great co-operative scientific effort,
which had already been so impressive and constructive, and the senate had declared
that:

"No phase of science is of greater significance to mankind than research into

the health and well-being of man himself".
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The United States Government welcomed the fact that the United Nations
General Assembly, in resolution 128， （XIII), which was based on a proposal of the
Government of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, had likewise unanimously
invited WHO to consider the organization of an International Health and Medical
Research Year.

The General Assembly resolution contained helpful suggestions

regarding possible objectives of a programme for such an International Year.
If the high promise implicit in the proposals before the Board could be
realized, the stimulus given to organized co-operative activities in the fields
of health and medical research, national and international, could bring about great

new advances in those fields.

If governments could raise their sights and devote

still greater resources to their national health programmes, if they could
со-operate increasingly among themselves to combat the major diseases which killed
or crippled mankind, notable advances in human welfare could be expected.

The

possibilities for action were exciting, but progress would not be вазу or automatic•
It would be wrong to assume that the results of the International Geophysical Year
would necessarily be matched by correspondingly impressive results in the field Qf
health, unless the goals were selected with equal care, and preparations were made
for definite action on a suitable scale.

It would be well to bear in mind that

the International Geophysical Year had been preceded by five years of careful
1

planning, that it had been of eighteen months duration, and that it had been
focussed on research and experimentation which had had to be carried out simultaneously in various parts of the world.

The work to be done during the proposed International Health and Medical
Research Year might perhaps have to spread over three, five, or even ten years.
Until further consideration had been given to the precise nature of the broad
internaticnal activity contemplated, the United States Government would not wish
the procedure or the timetable to ba finally fixed.
There was also the problem of the relationship between the proposals before
the Board and others under consideration elsewhere in the Iftiited Nations system.
On the very day on which it had passed the resolution on an International Health
and Medical Research Year, the Itaited Nations General Assembly had also passed a
resolution regarding a proposal for a World Refugee Year.

The Food and Agriculture

Organization was studying a proposal for a "Free-the-V/orld-Prcm-Hunger Year" •
Those proposals presented problems of oo-ojrdlnation which could certainly be worked
out through existing international channels•

The opportunity for a major effort

on an international and national basis by official and voluntary agencies must not
be allowed to slip by tmgrasped•
He was confident that the results of the study at present under way within
the World Health Organization on the role of international medical research would
greatly influence whatever methods were selected for intensifying international
co-operative research against the major diseases.

In the last ten years, the

advances towards health which the nations of the world had made^ through the
World Health Organization and in other ways, had been impressive.
been made but there was no room for complacency»

A beginning had

It was necessary to consolidate

and push forward in controlling the major diseases, in co-operative medical
research, and in the newer fields of public health which were becoming important
to all.
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Government of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic had intended to send a representative to take part in the
current discussion, as the Board had been informed when it had fixed the date for
the item.

He had however received a telegram the previous day from the Ukrainian

Minister of Health saying that unfortunately he was prevented by professional
duties from ceding to Geneva,

The Ukrainian SSR therefore would not be

represented in the discussion.
As indicated by the representative of the United States Government, the
United States' proposal was contained in document EB23/5,

The resolution of the

United Nations General Assembly was contained in document EB23/57； document EB23/57
also contained some general information relating to that resolution.

He had

presented a working paper (document EË23/WP/5) which contained a. number of
suggestions regarding the subject under discussion.
In section 2.1 of that working paper it was stated thac^while the holding
of an Int^nationaX Health and Medical Research Year should in general foster the
objective ç\f the World Health Organization as set forth in the Constitution, the
specific aims of that undertaking must be clearly defined, and that any vagueness
in that respect would.endanger the prospect of obtaining tangible results.
Section 3 of the working paper was an important section because it related
to the question of what should be the objective of the proposed International
Health and Medical Research Year and it was not clear what WHO was expected to do
during that Year.

The General Assembly resolution suggested a number of fields

of study and a number of activities which might be undertaken.

He read the

second paragraph of the preamble and the operative paragraphs of the General
Assembly resolution.

That resolution made it olear that the United Nations

thought the activities should consist partly of field work and partly of coordinating and stimulating research.
Section 4 was cbneerned with the theme of the activities and the need to
define.that theme.
Seetion 5 contained scane suggestions regarding the progranane.

It was

suggested that the progranane should provide for action against a number of
caiimunicable diseases, but not, of course, all communicable diseases.

It was

also suggested that the research work should be limited to a certain number of
fields.

Great care should be exercised SQ far as expecting results from the

research work was concerned;

it was impossible to ensure that research work would

yield final results.at a moment fixed in advance;

but there were a number of

kinds of research which co¡uld yield, some useful results within the period set •
particularly results which would stimulate further action and bring about imp«>ved
co-ordination.

The object of the proposed research was more to stimulate co-

operative action than to produce final and definite results.
Section 6 contained suggestions regarding machinery for the implementation
of the proposals.
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Section 7 contained suggestions regarding the timetable for the proposed
activities.

A number of alternatives were suggested.

One suggestion was that

the proposed International Year should begin on 1 January and end on

December 1961

Another suggestion was that it should begin on World Health Day in 196I and end
twenty months later.

Another suggestion was that it should begin on the opening

day of the 1961 Health Aaseaibly and end on 31 December 1962.

Of coarse the

question of whether the proposed activities could begin on any of those
suggested days was depend^30t on the decisions which would be taken regarding both
tice programme and the objective.
Section 8 contained suggestions regarding financing.

It was of course not

possible to take a final decision regarding that until the programme and
objective were fixed.
The subject was a very important one and required careful consideration by
the Board•

The Secretariat needed guidance from the Board in order to be able to

prepare for the World Health Assembly a document containing more definite
recommendations than those in the working paper before the Board•
Professor AUJALEU said he welcomed the interest shown in world health by such
important bodies as the United Nations, the United States Senate and the Government
of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.
It would be unwise to push too far the comparisons which had been drawn between
the International Geophysical Year and the proposed International Health and Medical
Research Year, because those directly interested in the former were concerned with
matter, whereas WHO was concerned with human beings, who were more difficult to
control.

He shared the view expressed in the working paper presented by the DirectorGeneral that the plans for the proposed International Health and Medical Research
Year must not be over^ambitious.

If they were, there mi^it be some disappointment.

The resolution of the United Nations General Assembly suggested that the
ft

activities to which it related should be carried out primarily on a national
basis".

It seemed that the part that VÍHO should play in such activities should

consist mainly of co-ordinating national programmes»

That was perhaps the most

effective function it could perform where those activities were concerned.
He did not think that the programme for the proposed International Year
should include any research work at all;

for it would be unreasonable to assume

that by choosing a set period one could obtain final results within that period.
On the other hand, it would be possible during that period, by taking action
co-ordinatêd at the international level against a limited number of communicable
diseases, to achieve results which would draw the attention of the people of the
world to health problems.

That, he supposed, was the main purpose of the

proposals before the Board,

'

Dr CAO XÜAN CAM said that since many useful inventions and discoveries had
been made by private organizations as well as by government organizations, he hoped
that the part of the programme for the proposed International Year relating to
research would include provision for research work by private organizations which
1

deserved the Organization s interest, irrespective of language, race or religion.
That would help to promote the development of programmes for the improvement of
economic and social conditions and of health, whioh, as stated in the United
Nations Charter, was one of the purposes of that organization.

Т
У
г METCAIÍE thought that the proposals under discussion vere very Interes ting;
but that members of the Boara should not allow themselves to be swayed unduly by
their emotional appeal*

There was little use in proclaiming that it was intended

to eradicate some disease if no provision was made for doing so.

The Board had

been discussing a programme for the intensification of research for which there
vere not sufficient funds； it vas also faced with financial difficulties in.
connexion with the malaria eradication.programme.

If the World Неа1Ш Assembly

finally decided that there should be an International Health and Medical Besearch
Year^ the programme for it should be limited to a fev definite objects.

Ana no such

decision should be taken unless there vere funds available for implementing it,
Dr TOGBA notea that there was no mention in the documentation under discussion
of funds for the proposed activities� nor did that documentation indicate exactly
what research the sponsors of the proposals had in mind.

WHO had already undertaken

responsibility for a vast amount of research on malaria alone, and also for a
considerable amount on tuberculosis.

He thought it would be unwise for WHO， when

it needed funds for that research, to request money also for research of an
unspecified kind.

Moreover he doubted whether there vas any type of research

work which WHO coula undertake and which vould be certain to yield spectacular
results during the proposed International Year.

Dr RAE believed that all concernea agreed with the philosophy on which the
proposals under discussion were based； but the proposed activities would not be
successful unless all Member Governments gave support.

He agreed with the

statement in the working paper presented by the Directors-General to the effect
that it was necessary to indicate clearly what was meant by "an International
Health ana Medical Research Year"•

Was it not the responsibility of the govern-

ments rather than of the Board to decide hov that term should be Interpreted?
What were the viovs of the Director-General on that point?
Professor ZHDANOV expressed satisfaction that such a high authority as the
United Nations General Assembly had adopted a resolution - based on a proposal by
th€ Government of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic - inviting WHO to
consider the organization of an International Health and Meâical Research Year.
The spirit of international co-operation during the discussions of the General
Assembly on the subject, ana the interest taken in it by WHO， meant that the Board
must take adequate action regarding the proposals under discussion»
The institution of international research in health and medicine was very
desirable.

Disease did not recognize frontiers^ and all the countries of the

world should play a part in such research.

Only by attacking diseases on a wide

front was it possible to achieve satisfactory results with economy of effort.
far international co-operation in regard to health problems had been in many

So
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instances too narrow,

WHO, by organizing the proposed International Health and

Meâical Research Year^ vould open up new prospects of progress and collaboration
in the field of health and enhance its authority and importance.

The proposal

contained in the General Assembly resolution showed that the United Nations
recognized that WHO was doing valuable work for mankind in fighting smallpox,
malaria anâ other diseases.

Some of the diseases which had afflicted mankind

in the past no longer constituted a serious threat to the world, but there were
others such as tuberculosis (which killed five million people а уеаг)^ malaria,
cancer^ cardiovascular diseases and various epidemic diseases against vhich it
was necessary to take further measures.

Mankind had at its disposal considerable

means for eradicating most existing diseases,

WHO should try to eradicate those

he had mentioned and work thereon should form a large part of the programme for
the proposed International Health and Medical Research Year#

By co-ordinating

the efforts made in different countries great results coula be obtained from such
vork - results comparable to those of the successful International Geophysical Year.
The United Nations General Assembly in adopting the resolution had stressed
the fact that international co-operation in the field of health was an important
factor in improving the health ana welfare of mankind»
b-^ing about such co-operation.

It was for WHO to help

Of course the final decision on the proposals
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under discussion would be taken by the Woria Health Assembly； but the Board
should discuss those proposals very carefully.

The discussion could well be

based on the working paper presented by the Director-General^ which indicated
the principal measures which should be taken in organizing the proposed International
Year,
He thought that 包 definite aate should be fixed for the beginning of the
Year.

The Director-General had suggested three alternative dates� his own

preference would go to the eruggestion that it should begin on the day of the
opening of the 196l Health Assembly.
He shared the view of the representative of the United States Government
that it was not necessary that tho International Health and Medical Besearch Yoar
1

should be of exactly twelve months duration.

It might veil cover eighteen

months ; for example� that was a matter vhich coula be discussed.
He also agreed that careful consideration must be given to obtaining funds
for the proposed activities.

The United Nations General Assembly had indicated

that such funds might consist of contributions from governments particularly for
helping underdeveloped countries•

The proposed activities would not only holp

to achieve the aims of WHO but promote the well-being of mankind in generals
The CHAIBMAK thought the Direc tor-General would particularly welcome advice
regarding the nature of any programme for the proposed International Year*

The

proposals under discussion should be considered in relation to the long-term
activities which WHO had already started； such as its malaria eradication activities.

WHO should be careful not to spread its funds too thinly.

It should be borne in

mind that the Organization was already engaged in many of the activities mentioned
in the General Assembly resolution^ such as malaria and smallpox eradication^
work against various degenerative diseases, and intensification of research.
Professor CAMA.PERIA said that Ше proposals under discussion haâ given him
both a feeling of satisfaction, showing as they did that thore was great interest
in. public health work, an<3 a feeling of concern in that they placed great
responsibility on the Board and WHO as a whole.
The working paper presented by the Director-General indicated the main lines
which shoulü be followed in giving effect to tho proposals imâer discussion.

The

proposals concerning fieia activities and those concernitig research were of course
closely related;

for progress in field activities was based on the results of

scientific research.
It seemeü tliat the main purpose of the proposals vas to stimulate action
which would drav the attention of Ше people of the vorld to public health problems
and demónstrate -üiat the health of tho vorld could bo greatly Improved by special
co-ordination on a world basis.
He agreed that the programme should be confined to a very limited field.

It

was unlikely that any disease could be eradicated or final results obtained from
new research in the suggested perioa.

The General Assembly in its resolution, had

suggested that the programme should cover several subjoctsj

he liimself thought

that it shoulij be limited to a single subject vhich was of general interest and
whish had an emotional appeal to the public； it shouia also be a subject where

satisfactory results could be obtained in a short time, on váiich both field work
and research were required.
One such subject he would suggest was poliomyelitis.

Although it was true

that the incidence of poliomyelitis varied considerably from region to region,
it was a problem in every country and one in which the public was very interested.
Most of the work which ought to be done on poliomyelitis was of a national
rather than an international nature； WHO would be required only to ensure
co-ordination and give a limited amount of assistance in practical field work
and research;

that would not throw a heavy financial burden on the Organization.

The proposed activities should not be started before adequate preparations
had been made, and he doubted whether they should commence at the beginning of
I96I.

i960 was to be a mental health year.

It would be unwise to arrange for

it to be followed immediately by the proposed International Health and Medical
Research Year。 But the latter might perhaps begin during the fifth month of
I96I and continue into 1962 as suggested.
Dr PENIDO said it could be argued that every year since WHO had been
established had been a kind of international health year;

but the proposals under

discussion provided a good opportunity for WHO to draw attention to some of the
problems which it was trying to solve> particularly problems of disease
eradication, and to bring about the co-ordinated research needed in respect of
various diseases.

One such disease was bilharziasis•
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Sir Herbert BROADLEY (UNICEF) stated that UNICEF was very interested in the
proposals under discussion and would gladly help to implement them to the extent
that the funds at its disposal and the requests it received from governments
made that possible,

UNICEF had recently been asked by PAO to co-operate with

it in carrying out plans for the Free-the-World-from-Jlunger Year, but it was not
yet known what form such co-operation would take.
Referring to the statement made by Professor Canaperia, he said that UNICEF
would almost certainly be ready to help to the fullest extent possible to carry
out plans for the proposed International Health and Medical Research Year if
poliomyelitis was

chosen as the main theme, as pc-liorayelitis was largely a

1

children s disease。 One way in which it could furnish help would be to draw
attention to the programme on World Children's Day.
Professor AUJALEU thought that poliomyelitis was not one of the diseases in
which all the people of the world were as yet interested.

He would suggest

smallpox eradication and measures to reduce infant mortality as two possible
themes.

It would not be impossible to rid the world of smallpox in 1961, or

whatever period was chosen, by applying methods which had already proved their
worth and which had not been employed sufficiently In some countries.

If

measures to reduce infant mortality were chosen as the theme (or one of the
themes) every country might be stimulated to take action to reduce its infant
mortality rate and the cost of that to WHO would not be very great.
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Dr HYDE said he thought that the most constructive suggestions which the Board
ha^ under consideration were those in the working paper presented by the Director1

General ； b u t the Director-General s suggestions raised more problems than they
solved.
The Board must consider the whole subject very carefully.

WHO was not yet

committed to organizing the proposed International Health and Medical Research Year.
The basis of the proposals under discussion was very different from that of the
International Geophysical Year.

The proposals which had resulted in the organiza1

tion of the International Geophysical Year had arisen from the scientists need for
simultaneous observation of various phenomena in different parts of the world #
Moreover, the preparations for the International Geophysical Year had largely been
made by non-governmental bodies, and its programme had initiated wide international
co-operation in the geophysical sciences.

Members of WHO, on the other hand, were

already co-operating • to the fullest extent that was possible with the funds
available to WHO - in carrying out many of the activities which it had been
suggested should be included in the programme for the proposed International Health
and Medical Research Year.

Indeed, as Dr Penido had said, it could be argued that

every year since WHO had been established had been an international health and
medical research year.
There was as yet no indication whatsoever that any funds would be available
for implementing the proposals under discussion.

WHO could certainly do more

in the health fields mentioned in the United Nations resolution, but only if
additional funds were made available for that purpose and the resolution had not
referred to that aspect of the matter.
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A calendar year "as of special significance to astronomers, but it was not of
the same significance in medical research.

The results of organizing the Inter-

national Geophysical Year had been excellent and WHO should learn from it but not
expect it to be an exact pattern.
What was meant by the term "international Health and Medical Research Year"?
Did it mean a year of international health research and of international medical
research;

or did it mean a year of international health and of international

medical research?
He hoped that thé В、ard would consider carefully all the matters to which he had
referred and that it would make recommendations which would be of value to the World
Health Assembly when it discussed the subject•

He hoped, howeover, that at the

Health Assembly the delegation of each government would be prepared to state whether
it would provide funds for the activities under discussion»
He felt that the concept of an international year held the highest promise and
that WHO needed to consider most carefully how it could assure that the promise was
kept.
Professor ZHDANOV, observing that the general lines of the programme seemed now
to be emerging from the discussion, felt that the moment had come when practical
suggestions would be in order, especially since no serious objection had been raised to
the idea in itself of sponsoring an International Health and Medical Research Year.
In the first instance, he would like to give particular support to the general
ideas the Chairman had put forward on the direction the work should take.

Speaking

generally, the basic difference, as he eaw it, between an international year devoted
to health work and any other activity of the kind was the scope of its appeal.
Apart from the specialized interest that mif^ht be engendered in matters of research,
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mankind as a whole was bound to have its interest aroused, there being no human being
in the whole world to whom health was not of direct or indirect concern/

Moreover,

civilization had progressed to the stage where health was no longer a problem of
localized dimensions;

it was indivisible for the world as a whole.

The International Geophysical Year had based its work on what was already
known in geophysics;

in the same way, in drawing up a programme for an International

Health Year, the work already accomplished or attempted by WHO should serve as
the basis and starting point.

Obviously, the achievements of the Organization

to date could not be left out of consideration•
focussed on a number of specific activities;

Secondly, the work should be

dispersal of the effort would, as

previous speakers had brought out, largely nullify the benefit to be expected.
The idea should be to bring progress on problems of health to a new high level,
thus concentrating public 'attention on th'e work of the national health services
and of WHO, to the enhancement of their prestige and authority.
He thought it v;as unnecessary to call a meeting of experts on the subject:
the members of the Executive Board themselves, as experienced public health

•

officials, were well qualified to canvass the problems involved•
The programme itself should embrace activities in three different spheres:
co-ordination of medical research;

the communicable diseases;

and certain

problems such as cancer, the cardiovascular diseases, and the medical uses of
atomic energy.
The programme for co-ordination of medical research should be based on the
recommendations in the report on the development of scientific research submitted
by the Director-General to the Board at its present session;
on outstanding problems would be stimulated•

in that way, work
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Control of communicable diseases was an integral part of WHO!s work and,
with the advances in medical science, there was every reason to hope that one
day in the not too distant future the world would be freed of the scourge they
represented.

He himself was optimistic enongh to believe that world-wide

eradication of malaria would be achieved within a very few years.

Although

work on malaria alone - a potential threat to every country of the world - would
justify the International Health Year, diseases of regional iraportance should
also be included : jaws and other treponematoses, cholera and bilharziasis,
The third category he had mentioned might be termed diseases of the future

but nevertheless their growing importance warranted inclusion in the programme.
In addition he agreed that problems connected with infantile mortality
should also be taken up.
On the question of organization, he took the view that the proposed
International Health Year should be organized on a national basis, international
help being given to the vmder-developed countries as advocated in the United
Nations General Assembly resolution, operative paragraph 1(e).

The governments

which had given support to that resolution could surely be counted on to provide
the funds necessary for putting the project into effect.

There was no question

of compelling government support but undoubtedly the project was of such a nature

as to warrant additional financial contributions.
Those were his general views and, in conclusion, he voiced his certainty
that the exchange of views that had taken place would enable the Director-General
to draw up a draft programme on relatively specific lines.

Dr SINGH remarked that the proposals emerging from the discussion appeared
to be broader in scope than the original concept of the project.
In making its recommendations to the Health Assembly, the Board would do
well to endorse the view that some of the more rampant diseases should be singled
out for attention in any programme under an International Health Year.

Obviously,

malaria.could not be left out, in order not to detract from the overwhelming
importance of the problem it constituted.

He had in mind, too, smallpox,

cholera and leprosy, action on which would call for the assistance mentioned
under operative paragraph 1(e) of the General Assembly resolution.

Unfortunately,

tuberculosis, a much commoner problem, needed more long-term efforts to achieve
effective results.
Since the original proposal had come from the United Nations General Assembly,
he considered that, once the programme was drawn- up, the question of financing
might be referred back to that body.

-

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, while appreciating the usefulness of the discussion
that had taken place, hoped that the Board would be able to come to some final
conclusion.

In his report he had merely outlined the issues that called for

guidance on the part of the Board.

Answers to some of the points that had been

raised in the discussion would be found in the General Assembly resolution itself.
The fact that the General Assembly had approved the resolution unanimously was
+

a measure of the extent of the interes of governments in the subjeot.

Obviously,

to put the project into effect would require a different kind of interest.
Governments would have to state their intention to participate in the
International Health Year in full knowledge of the work that it would entail
for the departments of government concerned.
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A summary of the views that had been expressed in—the General Acsembly on
the question of financing the programme would be found in document ЕБ25/57.

Two schools of thought had been represented, the first considering that the
project should be financed out of voluntary contributions, and the second that
the cost should be met out of the regular budget.
It was plain from the General Assembly résolution that the work envisaged
could be divided into two parts: field operations, with international assistance
to the under-developed countries, and co-ordination of scientific research.
The main idea behind the proposed International Health and Medical Research
Year was, he thought, not related in any way with activities that could be
termed as public information ones.

He believed that the idea was to bring the

technical people, now working in the different countries of the world, together
in a more co-operative endeavour to deal with those problems, the solutions for
which were known but had not yet been put to practical application with the
necessary Intensity, and to stimulate research workers throughout the world to
co-operate more closely towards a common end.
The outstanding point at issue was whether the Idea was acceptable and, if
so, feasible in execution.

Should the decision be in the affirmative, the

Board would have to give guidance on the kind of programme to be carried out.
It was his view that emphasis should be laid on those subjects to which the
Health Assembly had accorded priority over the past few y%ars, including malaria
and smallpox eradication, stimulation of research, environraental sanitation,
cancer, and the cardiovascular diseases.

The choice of subject would of course

lie with the Executive Board and subsequently the Health A sembly;

and

consideration would have to be given, too, to what would be practicable in the
way of field work and in research.

He cautioned the Board against expecting definitive results to emerge on any
specific subject chosen for research.

All that could be asked in research would be

that national efforts should be intensified to bring research in certain specific
fields to a higher point than would normally be achieved in the course of a year, for
the benefit of the world In general.
Preparatory work could be begun in'1959, depending on the decision of the
Eleventh World Health Assembly, and a progress report could be submitted to the
fallowing Health Assembly concerning what governments were prepared to undertake at
the national level.
1961,

The International Year itself could then start in the middle of
I

The 1962 Health Assembly would have an interim progress report on the subject;

and the final report, summarizing the results achieved, oould be prepared for the
I965 Health Assembly.
He hoped that the financing of the project would be related to some of the
Organization's programme activities;

in other words, that some provision would be

included under those activities for the special work to be undertaken during the
International Year.

In the final analysis, however, the decision on financing lay

with the Health Assembly,
The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further comments, suggested that the
Rapporteur should be asked to draft a resolution embodying the views expressed in the
discussion, for submission to the Board at a later meeting.
Dr HYDE, while in full agreement with that course, proposed that the item should
be left open for further discussion at the time the draft resolution was submitted.
In the interim, members of the Board would have the chance to clarify their ideas on
the subject.

The CHAIRMAN confirmed that that had been his intention.

He thanked Mr Popper

for his attendance during the discussion.
(For further discussion, see minutes of the seventeenth meeting, section 7.)

2.

SIXTH REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINE:
Agenda (Document EB23/9)

Item 2.8 of the

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that the report before the Board
constituted the sixth report on the functioning of the International Sanitary
Regulations and their effect on international traffic, covering the period 1 July
1957 to 30 June 1958.
The Committee had again stressed the need for further research on methods for
disinsectizing aircraft in view of the present widespread efforts to eradicate
Aëdes aegyptl and malaria.
In accordance with the request of the Eleventh World Health Assembly, the
Corranittee had considered the question of the periodicity of its meetings in the
future and had come to the conclusion that for the time being annual meetings should
be continued (paragraph 15(a)).
The remaining subjects dealt with in paragraph

15 and those in paragraph 21

had already been considered by the Board.
The Board might be interested to note the Committee's view that the United
Nations Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, although containing
certain provisions relating to sanitary measures, would not affect the provisions of
the International Sanitary Regulations as between States bound by them (paragraph 57).
The question of yellow fever vaccines, which had already been considered by the
Board, was dealt with in paragraph 92.
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Annex 1 to the report contained a record of the cases of quarantinable diseases
found on board ship during the year under review.

Twenty-one cases and six suspected

cases of smallpox had occurred, as compared with two and five eases, plus one
suspected case. In the two previous report years.
In accordance with the regulations of the Committee on International Quarantine,
the report of the Committee was to be submitted to the Twelfth World Health Assembly
for definitive action.
Professor CANAPERIA drew the Board's attention to a number of points in the
report.

First, noting the recommendation for continued research on methods for

disinsectizing aircraft, he recalled that the problem had been under sttidy for some
time past and as yet no satisfactory measures had been evolved.

In view of the

importance of the matter he would accordingly like infoiraation on the exact stage
reached in the research.
Secondly, he wished to have some information on the attitude taken by the
Committee in regard to the question of tracing the movements of a passenger likely to
have been exposed to quarantinable diseases in the course of his travel»
in paragraph

The report,

drew attention to the difficulties for the health authorities at the

point of entrance to a country that lack of such information often raised.

The

Committee had referred to a statement in its first report that the passport was
probably the best source of information.

Would that represent, more or less, a

reversion to recognition of the value of the written declaration by a traveller of
his movements for the fifteen days preceding arrival in a country, that had. previously
been a requirement?

Lastly, he would be interested to know why the Committee had rejected the
suggestion made by the Expert Committee on Plaguo regarding the interpretation t>o
be given to the International Sanitary Regulations relating to plaguo о
Dr iVETCALFE, although having no ccsiunents to make on the report itself, said he
would like to invite the attention of the Committee on International Quarantine to a
new problem that had arisen in regard to air travel. The increased speed of aircraft
had rendered the usual quarantine procedures throughout the world of very little
value. Travel was often completed in a shorter time than the incubation period for
the quarantinable diseases, It accordingly seemed that serious consideration would
have to be given in the future to applying quarantine measures at the point of
departure rather than the point of arrival•
Dr KAUL stated that the question of methods for the disinsectization of aircraft
was being kept under constant review by WHO. Provision had been made in the I960
programme for the meeting of an expert committee to study the latest data on the
matter, and it was hoped that at that time definitive re commendations would be
drawn up.
The Ccanraittee on International Quarantine had felt that no action was called for
on the suggestion of the Expert Committee on Plaguo for a revision of the definition
of a local area under the International Sanitary Regulationse

The Committee on

International Quarantine had taken the position at its first meeting that measures
need not normally be taken against a local area vrtiich had been notified as infected
with wild rodent plague unless there was evidence that the wild rodent plague had
infiltrated or was tending to infiltrate into the domestic rodent population aid thus
threatened international traffic;

such areas should however be notified to WHO by

telegram within twenty-four hours of recognition of the disease. The Committee had
felt that the situation was thus adequately covered.
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Measures of the kind mentioned by Dr Metcalfe were aleady envisaged under the
International Sanitary Regulations (Article 30).

In the new situation created by the

increased speed of travel, increasingly strict measures at the point of departure
would be needed to prevent the dissemination pf disease.
Dr HOOD (International Quarantine),answering Professor Canaperia, explained that
many quarantine authorities had felt that, in practice, information regarding the
movements of passengers in the immediate past was more effectively elicited by oral
questioning.

Accordingly, In the interests of cutting down documentation complicating

international travel, the provision for a written declaration of movements had been
omitted from the International Sanitary Regulations.

The Committee on Quarantine was

still averse to relnstituting that provision.
Dr TOGBA, requested the Director-General to take up a matter that was proving of
embarrassment to Liberia.

Since 19^9 there had been, practically no reported cases

of yellow fever in Liberia, even among travellers coming from abroad, yet shipping and
aircraft lines still required a traveller leaving Liberia to be in possession of a
*

valid yellow fever vaccination certificate.

He failed to understand the continued

need for that requirement and felt that WHO should look into the matter further,
Dr HOOD explained that the difficulty ^rose from the fact that some countries
had not accepted the amended provisions of the International Sanitary Regulations
relating to yellow fever and that others had reservations to those amended
provisions.

That wa$ the case in respect of sane of the countries to the north and

south of Liberia.

Accordingly# any traveller^ moving in those directions from

Liberia must be prepared to show a yellow fever vaccination certificate on arrivalt
It rauet be remembered^ too, that air and shipping lines had certain responsibilities

in the matter, since any passenger not in possession of tiie certificate might have to
be brought back to his point of departure free of charge. The Comraittee on
International Quarantine and the Health Assembly had. both agreed that health
administration had the duty to inform commercial transport concerns of the true
requirements. It was known that not every passenger leaving Liberia by air would be
required, during his journey, to have a yellow fever vaccination certificate,
Dr TOGBA affirmed, from his own personal experience, that the certificate was
required for travel to most European countries and America as well. Only on rare
Occasions had he been asked by the health authorities on arrival in a country to
produce a yellow fever vaccination certificate; yet the air and shipping lines still
insisted on that requirement • He accordingly felt that there was room for action by
•WHO to eliminate that problem for Liberia,
Dr HOOD agreed that muoh still remained to be done in education on matters of
international quarantine, despite WHO'S efforts. It was obvious that the air and
shipping lines needed to be better informed»
The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further comments, submitted the
following draft resolution for the Board's consideration:
The Executive Board
1 . NOTES the sixth report .of the Committee on International Quarantine j
2 . THANKS the members of the Committee for their work5

and

3 會 TRÀNSIITS the report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly for its
consideration*
.

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted unanimously (see resolution ЕВ23.Й44)«
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3.

REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVISORY PANELS АШ) COMMITTEES:
Item 2,9 of the Agenda (Document EB23/42 and Corr.1)

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, stated that the report was submitted to
the Board in compliance with Rule 4 Д of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels
and Committees. It gave the list of appointments that ha^ been made as of 15
December 1958. The footnotes indicated which members had been invited to attend
westings of expert committees convened in 1958,
The list of panels was unchanged from 1958, except that those members of the
Expert Advisory Painel on Health Laboratory Methods who were specialized in food
additives had been transferred to a new expert advisory panel dealing with that
subject.
The СЩ1ШШ，noting that there ¥sere no. comments, submitted the following draft
resolution for the Board^s consideration:
The Executive Board
NOTES the report of the Director-General on appointments to expert
advisory panels and committees•
Decisions

The draft resolution was adopted unanimously (see resolution EB23.R45).

The meeting rose at 12,3。
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1.

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR: (a) PROPOSAL BY THE GOVERNMENT
OP THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF DESIGNATING AN
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR OR OF ADOPTING OTHER MEANS POR
INTENSIFYING INTERNATIONAL HEALTH CO-OPERATION AGAINST MAJOR KILLING AND
CRIPPLING DISEASES; (b) RESOLUTION 1 2 8 � � X I I I )OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OP
THE UNITED NATIONS ON AN INTERNATIC2îAL HEALTH AND MEDICAL RESEARCH YEAR:
Item 2.13 of the Agenda (Documents EB25/5>
S B 2 3 / 5 7 , � …
The CHAIRMAN invitad the representative of the Government of the United States

of America, attending under Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure, to address the meeting.
Mr POPPER, representative of the United States Government said that, like
other countries, the United States was deeply interested In international coopération to improve the health of all peoples.
in a number of ways.

It had made its interest manifest

As explained in document EB2?/5, on 11 August 1958 the

United States senate had passed a resolution inviting the President of the tlnited
States "to extend to the.other nations of the world, through the World Health
Organization, and related organizations, an invitation for the designation of
representatives to meet and discuss the feasibility of designating an International
Health and Medical Research Year, at•such early date as adequate preparation, could
be made, or of other methods of developing such intensive international co-operation
in the field of health as would lead toward the discovery and exchange of the
answers on coping with major killing and crippling diseases which affect mankind
In the preamble of the resolution, the senate had referred to the International
Geophysical Year and to the results of that great оо-operative scientific effort#
which had already been so impressive and constructive, and the senate had declared
thats

"No phase of science is of greater signifieance to mankind than research Into

the health and well-being of man himself"•

The Uhited States Government welcomed the fact that the United Nations
General Assembly, in resolution 1283 (XIII)� which was based on a proposal of the
Government of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, had likewise unanimously
invited WHO to consider the orgemization of an International Health and Medical
Research Year.

The General Assembly resolution contained helpful suggestions

regarding possible objectives of a programme for such an International Year.
If the high promise implicit in the proposals before the Board could be
realized, the stimulus given to organized co-operative activities in the fields
of health and medical research, national and international, could bring about great
new advances in those fields.

If governments could raise their sights and devote

still greater resources to their national health programmes, if they could
eo-operate increasingly ainong themselves to combat the major diseases which killed
o r

crippled mankind, notable advances in human welfare could be expected.

The

possibilities for action were exciting, but progress would not be easy or automatic
It would be wrong to assume that the results of the International Geophysical Year
would necessarily be matched by correspondingly impressive results in the field of

health, unless the goals were selected with equal care, and preparations were made
for definite action on a suitable gcale.

It would be well to bear in mind that

the International Geophysical Ysar had been preceded by five years of careful
planning, that it had been of eighteen months' duration, and that it had. been
focussed on research and experimentation which had had to be carried out simultaneously in various parts of the world.

T h ô

w o r k

t o

be done during the proposed International Health and Medical

Research Year might perhaps have to spread over three, five, or even ten years.
Until further consideration had been given to the precise nature of the broad
international activity contemplated, the United States Government would not wish
the procedure or the timetable to Ъз finally fixed.
Ther

®

w a s

also the problem of the relationship between the proposals before

the Board and others under consideration elsewhere in the United Nations system.
On the very day on which it had passed the resolution on an International Health
and Medical Research Year, the United Nations General Assembly had also passed a
resolution regarding a proposal for a World Refugee Year.

Tha Food and Agriculture

Organization was studying a proposal for a "Pree-the-V/orld-Prora-Hunger Year".
Those proposals presented problems of co-ordination which could certainly be worked
out through existing International channels.

The opportunity for a major effort

on an international and national basis by official and voluntary agencies must not
be allowed to slip by ungrasped.
He was confident that the results of the study at present under way within
the World Health Organization on the role of international medical research would
greatly influence whatever methods were selected for intensifying international
co-operative research against the major diseases.

In the last ten years, the

advances towards health which the nations of the world had made, through the
World Health Organization and in other ways, had been impressive.
been made but there was no room for complacency.

A beginning had

It was necessary to consolidate

and push forward in controlling the major diseases, in co-operative medical .
research, and in the newer fields of public health which were becoming important
to all.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Government of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic had intended to send a representative to take part in the
current discussion, as the Board had been informed when it had fixed the date for
the item.

He had however received a telegram the previous day from the Ukrainian

Minister of Health saying that unfortunately he was prevented by professional
duties from coming to Geneva.

Wie Ukrainian SSR therefore would not be

represented in the discussion.
As indicated by the representative of the United States Government, the
United States' proposal was contained in document EB2J/5.

The resolution of the

United Nations General Assembly was contained in document EB23/57； document EB2J/57
also contained some general information relating to that resolution.

He had

presented a wording paper (dooument EB25/WP/5) which contained a number of
suggestions regarding the subject under discussion.

In section 2.1 of that working paper it was stated that while the holding
of an International Health and Medical Research Year should, in general foster the
objective of the World Health Organization as set forth in the Constitution, the
specific aims of that undertaking must be clearly defined, and that any vagueness
in that respect would endanger the prospect of obtaining tangible results.
Section 3 of the working paper was an important section because it related
to the question of what should be the objective of the proposed International
Health and Medical Research Year and it was not clear what WHO was expected to do
during that Year.

The General Assembly resolution suggested a number of fields

of study and a number of activities which might be undertaken.

He read the

second paragraph of the preamble and the operative paragraphs of the General
Assembly resolution.

That resolution made it olear that the United Nations

thought the activities should consist partly of field wgrk and partly of coordinating and stimulating research•
Section 4 was concerned with the theme of the activities and the need to
define that theme•

.

Section 5 contained some suggestions regarding the programme.

It was

suggested that the programme should provide for action against a number of
eommunicable diseases, but not, of course』all communicable diseases.

It was

also suggested that the research work should be limited to a certain number ^f

fields•

Great care should be exercised so far as expecting results from the

research work was concerned;

it was impossible to ensure that research work would

yield final results at a moment fixed in advance;

but there were a number of

kinds of research which could yield some useful results within the period set particularly results which would stimulate further action and bring about improved
oo-ordination.

The object of the proposed research was more to stimulate co-

operative action than to produce final and definite results»

Section 6 contained suggestions regarding machinery for the implementation
of the ppçposals•
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Section 7 contained suggestions regarding the timetable for the proposed
activities.

A number of alternatives were suggested.

One suggestion was that

the proposed International Year should begin on 1 January and end on J>1 December 1961.
Another suggestion was that it should begin on World Health Day in 1961 and end
twenty months later.

Another suggestion wits that it should' begin on the opening

day of the 1961 Health Assembly and end on

December 1962.

Of course the

question of whether the proposed activities oould begin on any of those
suggested days was dependant on the decisions which would be taken regarding both
the programme and the objective.
Section 8 contained suggestions regarding financing.

It was of course not

possible to take a final decision regarding that until the programme and
objective were fixed.
The subjeot was a very important one and required careful consideration by
the Board.

The Secretariat needed guidance from the Board in order to be able to

prepare for the World Health Assembly a document containing more definite
recommendations than those in the working paper before the Board.
Professor AUJALEU said he welcomed the interest shown in world health by such
important bodies as the United Nations, the United States Senate and the Government
of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.
It would be unwise to push too far the aoraparisons which had been dravm between
the International Geophysical Year and the proposed International Health and Medical
Research Year, because those directly interested in the former were concerned with
matter^ whereas WHO was conoerned with human beings, who were more difficult to
control.

He shared the view expressed in the working paper presented by the DirectorGeneral that the plans for the proposed International Health and Medical Research
Year must not be over-ambitious.

If they were, there might be some disappointment.

The resolution of the United Nations General Assembly suggested that the
activities to which it related should be carried out ''primarily on a national
basis"•

It seemed that the part that VfflO should play in such activities should

consist mainly of co-ordinating national programmes.

That was perhaps the most

effective function it could perform where those activities were concerned.
He did not think that the programme for the proposed International Year
should include any research work at all;

for it would be unreasonable to assume

that by choosing a set period one could obtain final results within that period.
On the other hand, it would be possible during that period, by taking action
со-ordinat4d at the international level against a limited number of communicable
diseases, to achieve results which would draw the attention of the people of the
world to health problems.

That, he supposed, was the main purpose of the

proposals before the Board,

Dr CAO XUAN CAM said that since many useful inventions and discoveries had
been made by private organizations as well as by government organizations, he hoped
that the part of the programme for the proposed International Year relating to
research would include provision for research work by private organizations which

deserved the Organization's interest, irrespective of language, race or religion.
That would help to promote the development of programmes for the improvemeat of
economic and social conditions and of health, which, as stated in the United
Nations Charter, was one of the purposes of that organization.

ТУГ METCALFE thought that the proposals хтйег discussion vere very interesting,
but that members of the Board should not allow themselvee to be swayed unâuly by
their emotional appeal.

There was little use in proclaiming that it was intended

to eradicate some disease If no provision was made for doing so.

Ihe Board had

beea discussing a programme fôr the intensification of research for vhich there
were not sufficient fimds； it was also faced with financial difficulties in
connexion with the malaria eradication programme.

If the World Health Assembly

finally decidea tíiat there should be an International Health and Medical Besearch
Year, the programme for it shouia be limited to a few definite objects.

And no euch

decision should be taken unless there were funds available for implementing it.

Dr TOGBA noted that there was no mention in the documentation under discussion
of fimds for the proposed activities� ñor did that documentation indicate exactly
what research the sponsors of the proposals had in mind.

WHO haa already undertaken

responsibility for a vast amount of research on malaria alone, and also for Q
considerable amount on tuberculosis»

He thought it would be unwise for WHO, when

it needed funds for that research^ to request money also for research of an
unspecified kind.

Moreover he doubted whether there Vas any type of research

work which WHO could undertake and which vould be certain to yield spectacular
results during the proposed International Year.

Dr EAE believed that all concerned agreed with the philosophy oa which the
proposals under discussion were based� but the proposed activities would not be
successful unless all Member Governments gave support.

He agreed with the

statement in the working paper presented by the Director-General to the effect
that it was necessary to indicate clearly what was meant by "an International
Health ana Medical Research Year",

Was it not the responsibility of the govern-

ments rather than of the Board to decide how that term should be interpreted?
What wore the views of the Director-General on that point?
Professor ZHSANOV expressed satisfaction that such a high authority as the
United Nations General Assembly had adopted a resolution - based on a proposal by
the Government of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Bepublic - inviting WHO to
consider the organization of an International Health and Medical Besearch Year.
The spirit of international co-operation during the discussions of the General
Assembly on the subject^ and the interest taken in it by WHO, meant that the Board
must take adequate action regarding the proposals uncler discussion.
The institution of international research in health and medicine was very
desirable.

Disease did not recognize frontiers, and all the countries of the

world should play a part in such research.

Only by attacking diseases on a viae

front was it possible to achieve satisfactory results with economy of effort.
far international co-operation in regard to health problems had been in many

So
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instances too narrow,

WHO, by organizing the proposed International Health and

Medical Besearch Year, vould open up new prospects of progress and collaboration
in the field of health and enhance its authority and importance.

The proposal

contained in the General Assembly resolution showed that the United Nations
recognized that WHO was doing valuable vork for mankind in fighting smallpox,
malaria and other diseases.

Some of the diseases vhich had afflicted mankind

in the past 110 longer constituted a serious threat to the world, but there were
others such as tuberculosis (which killed five million people a year), malaria,
cancer, cardiovascular diseases and various epidemic diseases against vhich it
was necessary to take further measures,

Mankind had at its disposal considerable

means for eradicating most existing diseases.

WHO should try to eradicate those

he had mentioned and vork thereon should form a large part of the programme for
the proposed International Health and Medical Research Year.

By co-ordinating

the efforts made in different countries great results could be obtained from such
vork 一 results comparable to those of the successful International Geophysical Year.
The United Nations General Assembly in adopting the resolution had stressed
the fact that international co-operation in. the field of health was an important
factor in improving the health and welfare of mankind»
bring about such co-operation.

It was for WHO to help

Of course the final decision on the proposals

under discussion would be taken by the World Health Assembly； but the Board
should discuss tiiose proposals very carefully.

The discussion could well be

based on the vorking paper presented by the Director-General, which indicated
the principal measures which should be taken in organizing the proposed International
Year,
He thought that a definite elate should be fixed for the beginning of the
Year.

Hhe Director-General had suggested three alternative datesj

his own

preference Would go to the suggestion that it should begin on the day of the
opening of the 1961 Health Assembly.
He shared the view of the representative of the United States Government
that it was not necessary that the � n t e m a t i o m l Health and Medical Research Year
should be of exactly twelve months

1

duration.

It might well cover eighteen

months ; for example� that was a matter which could be discussed.
He also agreed that careful considération must be given to obtaining funds
for the proposed activities.

The United Nations General Assembly had indicated

that such funds might consist of contributions from governments particularly for
helping underdeveloped countries,

The proposed activities would not only help

to achieve the aims of WHO but promote the well-being of mankind in general,
The CBAIBMAN thought the Direc tor-General would particularly welcome advice
regarding the nature of any programme for the proposed International Year.

The

proposals under discussion should be considereâ in relation to the long-term
activities which WHO had already started； such as its malaria eradication activities.
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WHO shouia be careful not to spreafl its funds too thinly.

It sbould be borne in

mind that the Organization was alreaSy engaged in many of the activities mentioned
in the General Assembly resolution^ such as malaria and smallpox eradication^
vork against various degenerative diseases, and intensification of research.
Professor CANAEERIA said that the proposals under discussion had given him
both a feeling of satisfaction^ showing as they did that thore vas great interest
in public health work;

and à feeling of concern in that they placed great
•

.•

a,

responsibility OD the Board and WHO as a whole.
The working paper presented by the Director-General indicated the main lines
which should be followed in giving effect to tho proposals under discussion.

The

proposals concerning fieia activities and those concerning research were of course
closely related;

for progress in field activities vas based on the results of

scientific research.
It seemed that the main purpose of the proposals was to stimulate action
vhich vould draw the attention of the people- of the vorld to public health problems
and demonstrate that the health of the vorld could be greatly improved by special
co-ordination on a vorld basis.
He agreed that the programme should be confined to a very limited field.

It

vas unlikely that any disease coxild be ©radicated or final results obtained from
new research in the suggested period.

The General

Assembly

in its resolution had

suggested that the programme should cover several subjects� he himself thought
that it should b© limited to a single subject vhich was of general interest and

vhieh had an emotional appeal to the public； it should also be a subject where
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satisfactory results could be obtained in a short time, on which both field
work and research were required.
One such subject he would suggest was poliomyelitis.

Although it was true

that the incidence of poliomyelitis varied considerably from region to region,
it was a problem in every country апй one in which the public was very
interested.

Most of the work which ought to be done on poliomyelitis was of a

national rather tban an international nature； WHO would be required only to
e n S U r e

^ordination and give a limited amount of assistance in practical field

work and research； that would not throw a heavy financial burden on the
Organization.
The Proposed activities should not be started before adequate preparations
had been made, and he doubted whether they should commence at the beginning of
1961
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health year.

It would be unwise to arrange for

it to be followed immediately by the proposed International Health and Medical
R e S e a r C b

Y e a r

'

t h e

l a t t

� " i g b t perhaps begin during the fifth month of

1961 and continue into 1962 as suggested.
Dr PENIDO said it could be argued that every year since WHO had been
established had^been a kind of international health year； but the proposals under
discussion provided a good opportunity for WHO to draw attention to some of the
problems which it was trying to solve, particularly problems of disease
eradication, and to bring about the co-ordinated research needed in respect of
var:

-

ous

diseases.

One such d .sease was bilharziasis.
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Sir Herbert BROADLEY (UNICEF) stated that UNICEF was very interested in the
proposals under discussion and would gladly help to implement them to the extent
that the funds at its disposal and the requests it received from governments
made that possible,

UNICEF had recently been asked by FAO to co-operate with

it in carrying out plans for the Eree-the-World-from-Hunger Year, but it was not
yet known what form such co-operation would take.
Referring to the statement made by Professor Canaperia, he said that UNICEF
would almost certainly be ready to help to the fullest extent possible to carry
out plans for the proposed International Health and Medical Research Year if
poliomyelitis was
1

chosen as the main theme, as poliomyelitis was largely a

children s disease.

One way in which it could furnish help would be to draw
1

attention to the programme on World Children s Day.
Professor AUJALEU thought that poliomyelitis was not one of the diseases in
which all the people of the world were as yet interested.

He would suggest

smallpox eradication and measures to reduce infant mortality as two possible
themes.

It would not be impossible to rid the world of smallpox in 19б1, or

whatever period was chosen, by applying methods which had already proved their
worth and which had not been employed sufficiently in some countries.

If

measures to reduce infant mortality were chosen as the theme (or one of the
themes) every country might be stimulated to take action to reduce its infant
mortality rate and the cost of that to WHO would not be very great.

Dr HYDE said he thought that the most constructive suggestions which the
Board had under consideration were those in the working paper presented by the
Director-General； but the Director-General» s suggestions raised more problems
than they solved.
The Board must consider the whole subject very carefully.

WHO was not yet

oommitted to organizing the proposed International Health and Medical Research
Year.

The basis of the proposals under discussion was very different fi»om that

of the International Geophysiaal Year.

The proposals which had resulted in the

organization of the International Geophysical Year had been based largely on the
need for simultaneous observation of various phenomena in different parts of the
world and on knowledge that certain phenomena would be observable during the
period chosen for the International Geophysical Year,

Moreover, the preparations

for the International Geophysical Year had largely been made by non-governraental
bodies, and its programme had filled a gap which was due to lack of international
co-operation.

Members of WHO, on the other hand, were already co-operating -

to the fullest extent that was possible with the funds available to WHO - in
carrying out many of the activities which it had been suggested should be
included in the programme for the proposed International Health and Medijal
Research Year.

Indeed, as Dr Penido had said, it could be argued that every

year since WHO had been established had been an international health and medical
research year.
There was no indication whatsoever that any funds would be available for
implementing the proposals under discussion.

WHO could certainly do more in the

health fields mentioned in the United Nations resolution, but only if additional
funds were made available for that purpose.

A calendar year was of special significance to astronomers, but it was
not of special significance to health workers.

The results of organizing the

International Geophysical Year had been excellent - except for the fact that it
had resulted in too many proposals sucb as those under discussion.
H

What was meant by the term "International Health and Medical Research Year T
Did It mean a year of international health research and of international medical
research;

or did it mean a year of international health and of international

medical research?
He hoped that the Soard would consider carefully all the matters to which
he had referred and that it would make recommendations which would be of value
to the World Health Assembly when it discussed the subject.

He hoped moreover

that at the Health Assembly the delegation of each government would be prepared
to state whether it would provide funds for the activities under discussion.
Professor ZHDANOV, observing that the general lines of the programme
seemed now to be emerging from the discussion, felt that the moment had come when
practical.suggestions would be in order, especially since no serious objection
had been raised to the idea In itself of sponsoring an International Health and
Medical Research Year.
In the first instance, he would like to give particular support to the
general ideas the Chairman had put forward en the direction the work should take.
Speaking generally, the basic difference, as he saw it, between an international
year devoted to health work and any other activity of the kind, was the scope
of its appeal.

Apart from the specialized interest that might be engendered in

matters of research, mankind as a whole was bound to have its interest aroused,
there being no human being in the whole world to whom health was not of direct

or indirect concern.

Moreover, civilization had progressed to the stage where

health was no longer a problem of localized dimensions� it was indivisible for
the world as a whole,
The International Geophysical Year bad based its work on what was already
known in geophysics;

in the same way, in drawing up a programme for an

International Health Year, the work already accomplished or attempted by WHO
should serve as the basis and starting point.

Obviously, the achievements of

the Organization to date could not be left out of consideration.

Secondly, the

F

work should be focussed on a number of specific activities;

dispersal of the

effort would, as previous speakers had brought out, largely nullify the benefit
to be expected.

The idea should be to bring progress on problems of health to

a new high level, thus concentrating public attention on the work of the national
health services and of WHO, to the enhancement of their prestige and authority.
He thought it was unnecessary to call a meeting of experts on the subjectt
the members of the Executive Board themselves, as experienced public.health
officials, were well qualified to canvass the problems involved.
The programme itself should embrace activities in three different spheres t
co-ordination of medical research;

the communicable diseases� and certain

problems such as cancer, the cardiovascular diseases, and the medical uses of
atomic energy.
The programme for co-ordination of medical research should be based on
the recommendations in the report on the development of scientific research
suteiitted by the Director-General to the Board at its present session;
way, work on outstanding problems would be stimulated.

in that

Control of conmunicable diseases was an integral part of VJHOis work and,
with the advances In medical science, there was every reason to hope that one
day in the not too distant future the world would be freed of the scourge they
represented.

He himself was optimistic enough to believe that world-wide

eradication of malaria would be achieved within a very few years.

Although

work on malaria alçne - a potential threat to every country of the world - would
justify the International Health Year, diseases of regional importance should
also be included:

yaws and other treponeraatoses, cholera and bilharziasis.

The third category he had mentioned might be termed diseases of the future
but nevertheless their growing importance warranted inclusion in the programme.
In addition he agreed that problems connected with infantile mortality
should also be taken up.
On the question of organization, he took the view that the proposed
International Health Year should be organized on a national basis, international
help being given to the under-developed countries as advocated in the United
Nations General Assembly resolution, operative paragraph l(e).

The governments

Which had given support to that resolution could surely be counted on to provide

the funds necessary for putting the project into effect.

There was no question

of compelling government support but undoubtedly the project was of such a nature
as to warrant additional financial contributions.
T h 0 S

e were his general views and, in conclusion, he voiced his certainty

that the exchange of views that had taken place would enable the Director-General
to draw up a draft progranme on relatively specific lines.

Dr SINGH remarked that the proposals emerging from the discussion appeared
to be broader in scope than the original concept of the project.
In making its recommendations to the Health Assembly, the Board would do
well to endorse the view that some of the more rampant diseases should be singled
out for attention in any programme under an International Health Yeart

Obviously,

malaria could not be left out, in order not to detract from the overwhelming
importance of the problem it constituted.

He had in mind, too, smallpox,

cholera and leprosy, action on which would call for the assistance mentioned
under operative paragraph 1(e) of the General Assembly resolution#

Unfortunately,

tuberculosis, a much commoner problem, needed more long-term efforts to achieve
effective results.
Since the original proposal had come from the United Nations General Assembly,
he considered that, once the programme was drawn up, the question of financing
might be referred back to that body.
The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, while appreciating the usefulness of the discussion
that had taken place, hoped that the Board would be able to come to some final
conclusion.

In his report he had merely outlined the issues that called for

guidance on the part of the Board,

Answers to some of the points that had been

raised in the discussion would be found in the General Assembly resolution itself.
The fact that the General Assembly had approved the resolution unanimously was
a measure of the extent of the interest of governments in the subject.

Obviously,

to put the project into effect would require a different kind of interest.
Governments would have to state their intention to participate in the
International Health Year in full knowledge of the work that it would entail
for the departments of government concerned.

A

sumra

a r y of the views that had been expressed innthe General Assembly on

the question of financing the programme would be found in document EB25/57.
Two schools of thought had been represented, the first considering that the
pr0i5e

c t should be financed out of voluntary contributions, and the second that

the cost should be met out of the regular budget.
It was plain from the G e n e r a l Assembly resolution that the work envisaged
could be divided into two parts:

field operations, with international assistance

to the under-developed countries, and co-ordination of scientific research.
The main idea behind the proposed International Health and Medical Research
Year was, he thought, not related in any way with activities that could be
termed as public information ones.

He believed that the idea was to bring the

technical people, now working in the different countries of the world, together
in a more co-operative endeavour to deal with those problems, the solutions for
which were known but had not yet been put to-practical application with the
necessary intensity, and to stimulate research workers throughout the world to
co-operate more closely towards a common end.
The outstanding point at issue was whether the idea was acoeptable and, if
so, feasible in execution.

Should the decision be in the affirmative, the

Board would have to give guidance on the kind of programme to be carried out.
It was his view that emphasis should be laid on those subjects to which the
Health Assembly had accorded priority over the past few years, including malaria
and smallpox eradication, stimulation of research, environmental sanitation,
cancer, and the cardiovascular diseases.

The choice of subject would of course

lie with the Executive Board and subsequently the Health A sembly;

and

consideration would have.to be given, too, to what would be practicable in the
way of field work and in research.

He cautioned the Board against expecting definitive results to emerge on anyspecific subject chosen for research.

All that could be asked in research would be

that national efforts should be intensified to bring research in certain specific
fields to a higher point than would normally be achieved in the course of a year, for
the benefit of the world in general.
Preparatory work could be begun in 1959j depending on the decision of the
Eleventh World Health Assembly, and a progress report could be submitted to the
following Health Assembly concerning what governments were prepared to undertake at
the national level.
I96I.

The International Year itself could then start in the middle of
I

The 1962 Health Assembly wotFld have an interim progress report on the subject;

and the final report, summarizing the results achieved, could be prepared for the
1965 Health Assembly.
He hoped that the financing of the project would be related to some of the
Organization's programme activities;

in other words, that some provision would be

included under those activities for the special work to be undertaken during the
International Year,

In the final analysis, however, the decision on financing lay

with the Health Assembly,
The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further comments, suggested that the
Rapporteur should be asked to draft a resolution embodying the views expressed in the
discussion, for submission to the Board at a later meeting»
Dr HYDE, while in full agreement with that course, proposed that the item should
be left open for further discussion at the time the draft resolution was submitted.
In the interim, members of Dhe Board would have the chance to clarify their ideas on
the subject.
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The CHAIRMAN confirmed that that had been his intention.

He thanked Mr Popper

for his attendance during the discussion»

2.

SIXTH REPORT OF THE CCMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL QUARANTINES
Agenda (Document EB25/9)

Itero 2*8 of the

The CHAIRMAN invited Dr Kaul to introduce the report.
Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that the report before the Board
constituted the sixth report on the functioning of the International Sanitary
Regulations and their effect on International traffic, covering the period
1 July 1957 to 30 June 1958.
The Comraittee had again stressed the need for further research on methods for
disinsectizing aircraft in view of present widespread efforts to eradicate
Aëdes aegyptl and malaria.
In accordance with the request of the Eleventh World-Health Assembly, the
Committee had considered the question of the periodieity of its meetings in the future
and had come to the conclusion that for the time being annual meetings should be
a

continued (paragraph 15( ))«
The remaining subjects dealt with in paragraphs 15 and those in paragraph 21 had
already been considered by the Board,
The Board might be interested to note the Committee's view that the United Nations
Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, although containing certain
provisions relating to sanitary measures, would not affect the provisions of the
International Sanitary Regulations as between States bound by them (paragraph 57).
The question of yellow fever vaccines, which had already been considered by the
Board, was dealt with in paragraph 92.
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Annex 1 to the report contained a record of the cases of quarantinable diseases
found on board ship during the year under review.

Twenty-one eases and six suspected

cases of smallpox had occurred, as compared with two and five eases, plus one
suspected case, in the two previous report years•
In accordance with the regulations of the Committee on International Quarantine,
the report of the Committee was to be submitted to the Twelfth World Health Assembly
for definitive action.
Professor CANAPERIA drew the Board's attention to a number of points in the
reports

First, noting the recommendation for continued research on methods for

disinsectizing aircraft, he recalled that the problem had been under study for some
time past and as yet no satisfactory measures had been evolved.

In view of the

importance of the matter he would accordingly like information on the exact stage
reached in the research.
Secondly, he wished to have some information on the attitude taken by the
Committee in regard to the question of tracing the movements of a passenger likely to
have been exposed to quarantinable diseases in the course of his travel*
in paragraph

The report

drew attention to the difficulties for the health authorities at the

point of entrance to a country that lack of such information often raised.

The

Committee had referred to a statement in its first report that the passport was
probably the best source of information^

Would that represent, more or less, a

reversion to recognition of the value of the written declaration by a traveller of
his movements for the fifteen days preceding arrival in a country, that had previously
been a requirement?

Lastly, he would be interested to know the reasons why the Committee had rejected
the suggestion made by the Expert Committee on Plague regarding the interpretation to
be given to the International Sanitary Regulations relating to plague.
i"

Dr METCALFE, although having no comments to make on the report itself, said he
would like to invite the attention of the Committee on International Quarantine to a
new problem that had arisen in regard to air travel.

The increased speed of aircraft

had rendered the usual quarantinable procedures throughout the world, of very little
value.

Travel was often completed in a shorter time than the incubation period for

the quarantinable diseases.

It accordingly seemed that serious consideration would

have to be given in the future to applying quarantine measures at the point of
departure rather than the point of arrival.
Dr KAUL stated that the question of methods for the dlsinsectization of aircraft
was being kept under constant review by WHO.

Provision had been made in the i960

programme for the meeting of an expert committee to study the latest data on the
matter, and it was hoped that at that time definitive recommendations would be drawn

The Committee on International Quarantine had felt that no action was called for
o n

0

the suggestion of the Expert Committee on Plague for a revision of the definition

f a local area under the International Sanitary Regulations,

The Committee on

International Quarantine had taken the position at its first meeting that measures
need not normally be taken against a local area which had been notified as infected
with wild rodent plague unless there was evidence that the wild rodent plague had
infiltrated or was tending to infiltrate into the domestic rodent population and thus
threatened international traffic;

such areas should however be notified to WHO by

telegram within twenty-four hours of recognition of the disease.
felt that the situation was thus adequately covered.

The Committee had
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Measures of the kind mentioned by Dr Metcalfe were aleady envisaged under the
International Sanitary Regulations (Article ；50)， In the new situation created by the
Increased speed of travel, increasingly strict measures at the point of departure
would be needed to prevent the dissemination of disease,
Dr HOOD (International Quarantine) answering Professor Canaperia, explained that
many quarantine authorities had felt that, in practice, information regarding the
movements of passengers in the immediate past was more effectively elicited by oral
questionings

Accordingly, in the interests of cutting down documentation complicating

international travel, the provision for a written declaration of movements had been
omitted from the International Sanitary Regulations•

The Committee on Quarantine was

-

still averse to reinstituting that provision»

Dr TOGBA requested the Director-General to take up a matter that was proving of
embarrassment to Liberian

Since 1 9 � 9 there had been practically no reported cases

of yellow fever in Liberia, even among travellers coming from abroad, yet shipping and
aircraft lines still required a traveller leaving Liberia to be in possession of a
valid yellow fever vaccination certificate»

He failed to understand the continued

need for that requirement and felt that WHO should look into the matter furtherf
Dr HOOD explained that the difficulty arose from the fact that some countries
had not accepted the amended provisions of the International Sanitary Regulations
relating to yellow fever and that others had reservations to those amended
provisions»

That was the case in respect of some of the countries to the noirth and

south of Liberia,

Accordingly, any travellers moving in those directions from

Liberia must be prepared to show a yellow fever vaccination certificate on arrival.
It must be remembered^ too, that air and shipping lines had certain responsibilities

in the matter, since any passenger not in possession of the certificate might have to
be brought back to his point of departure free of charge,

The Comraittee on International

Quarantine and the Health Assembly had both agreed that health administrations had the
duty to inform commercial transport concerns of the true requirements.

It was known

that not every passenger leaving Liberia by air would be required, during his Journey,
to have a yellow fever vaccination certificate.
Dr TOGBA affirmed, from his own personal experience, that the certificate was
required for travel to most European countries and America as well.

Only on rare

occasions had he been asked by the health authorities on arrival In a country to
produce a yellow fever vaccination certificate)
insisted on that requirement.

yet the air and shipping lines still

He accordingly felt that there was room for action by

WHO to eliminate that problem for Liberia»
Dr HOOD agreed that much still remained to be done in education on matters of
international quarantine, despite WHO'S efforts.

It was obvious that the air and

shipping lines needed to be better informed.
The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no further comments, submitted the following
draft resolution for the Board's considerations
The Executive Board
1.

NOTES the sixth report of the Committee on International Quarantine;

2,

THANKS the members of the Committee for their work;

and

5. TRANSMITS the report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly for its
consideration.
Decision: The draft resolution was unanimously adopted.

REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVISŒÎY PANELS AND СОШТРШЕв:
Item 2.9 of the Agenda (Document EB2^/42 and Corr.l)
The CHAIRMAN invited the Deputy Director-General to introduce the report.
Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, after drawing attention to the corrigendum,
stated that the report was submitted to the Board in compliance with Rule 4.1 of the
Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees.
ments that had been made as of 15 December 1958.

It gave the list of appoint-

The footnotes indicated which

members had been invited to attend meetings of expert committees convened in 1958*
The list of panels was unchanged from 1958, except that those members of the
Expert Advisory Panel on Health Laboratory Methods, who were specialized in food
additives, had been transferred to a new expert advisory panel dealing with that
subject.
The CHAIRMAN, noting that there were no comments, submitted the following draft
resolution for the Board's consideration:
The Executive Board
NOTES the report of the Director-General on appointments to expert
advisory panels and committees.
Decision»

The draft resolution was unanimously adopted.

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.

