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Progress Report by the Director-General 

1. At the twenty•first session of the Executive Board it was agreed that the 

Direetor-Oeneral should submit for consideration at the Board's twenty-third session 

8 plan of studies which WHO was making in collaboration with other international 

agencies on the relationships between public health, medical care and social 
1 

security. The present report is submitted in response to this request. 

2 
2. The study is based on the recommendations of a resolution adopted by the 

Fifth World Health Assembly in 1952 whioh requested the Director-General: 
u(l) to undertake Joint studies with other international agencies 
on the relationships between public health, medical care and social 
security; and 

"(2) to consider the appointment of an expert committee to study the 
problems in achieving sound organization of medical care, as experienced 
by nations with different social and economic backgrounds.” 

In view of the difficult and complex character of this subject^ the Director-

General has planned a long-term study of this subject which has been implemented 

step by step during the last few years and is not expected to be completed until 1961 

In order to implement point {l) of the Assembly resolution, the Director-General 

in 195З undertook with the help of a consultant a study of the relationships between 

preventive and curative health services throughout the world» In this study the 

cost aspects were purposely omitted because of the great difficulties involved in 

their study. In view of the importance and the complexity of this aspect> a 

preliminary study of the available information on the problem of costs and financing 

of medical care services was initiated in 1955• 

1 Document EB2l/Min/17 Rev.l, p.丨58 

2 Resolution WHA5.75, Off> Rec. Wld Hlth Org, 42, 42 
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То implement point (2) of the Assembly resolution, an Expert Gommittee on 

the Organization of Medical Care was established. At the meeting held in 

June 1956, it was considered appropriate to discuss the general role of hospitals 

in programmes of community health protection, in accordance with a resolution of 

the Fourth World Health AssemblyЛ The Expert Committee did not discuss the 
2 

subject from the financial, social security and economic points of view. 

5» During the years 1957 and 1958, as an extension of the study carried out in 

1955, the Organization has been engaged in trying to define the scope of a study 

on costs and sources of finance of medical care services and to develop suitable 

methods for the collection of the necessary information. For this purpose a 

draft questionnaire has been prepared. 

6. In July 1958, on the invitation of WHO, an Ad Hoc Inter-Agency Working 

Party was convened, with the participation of the United Nations, the Inter-

national .Labour Office and the International Social Security Association. This 

group reviewed and amended the draft questionnaire and recommended a programme 

for the implementation of the study in various stages, Including the carrying 

out of an initial pilot study in a limited number of countries. At this 

meeting the United Nations and the ILO agreed to co-operate with WHO in the 

carrying out of further joint studies. 

7» In 1959 a short-term consultant will initiate a survey on the costs and 

sources of finance of medical care services in a few selected countries• A 

similar provision Is included in the Programme and Budget for I960 for the 

continuation and completion of this survey. When this study is completed a 

report will be submitted to the Executive Board. 

1 Resolution WHA4.20, Off, Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 35, 24 


