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DECLARATION CONCERNING THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES AND THE TASKS OF 

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

(Explanatory Memorandum and Draft Resolution submitted 
by the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 

On the proposal of the Soviet Government, the Executive Board decided at its 
twenty-sixth session to include in the provisional agenda of the Fourteenth World 
Health Assembly a question entitled "Declaration concerning the granting of 
independence to colonial countries and peoples and the tasks of the World Health 
Organization". 

In submitting this question to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly, the 
Soviet Delegation considers that all the participants in this Assembly will take 
a realistic view of the present international situation and of the laws of the 
historical evolution of societies, and that they will endeavour to facilitate by 
their action the putting into effect of the declaration concerning the granting 
of independence to colonial countries and peoples-ad-opted by the fifteenth session 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations. In this way, the World Health 
Organization will give valuable assistance to the colonial peoples fighting for 
independence as well as to those peoples who have recently acquired independence. 
The Soviet Delegation would most earnestly draw the attention of the World Health 
Organization to the pitiful situation of the colonial peoples who are still under 
the yoke of colonialist domination by the imperialist powers. 

The history of colonized countries has graphically shown that imperialism 
provokes colonial wars, the aim of which is to reduce the peoples to slavery and 
to take possession of the natural resources of the colonial or dependent countries. 
The result is misery, hunger and epidemics, which undermine health and bring 
premature death to the populations of these countries. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
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It is well known that serious diseases are very widespread in the colonial 
countries, e.g. tuberculosis, malaria, smallpox, plague, leprosy, typhus, etc. 

The chief victims of this state of affairs are the children, for whom there are 
only very limited medical services if indeed there are any at all. These countries 
are ravaged by the diseases of childhood, such as poliomyelitis, scarlatina, measles, 
scabies and many others. 

Because of pitiless exploitation, colonial wars, hunger, and the absence of 
proper medical services, general mortality, and more particularly infant mortality, 
are very high among the indigenous populations of the colonial and dependent 
countries. It is clear that, under the extremely unfavourable living conditions 
resulting from the system of colonialist exploitation, the average expectation of 
life of these peoples will be very low. Indeed, it does not exceed 33 years 
whereas it is more than JO years in the monopolist countries. 

These figures are a witness to the very low level of health among colonial 
populations. 

The discussions which took place on this question during the fifteenth session 
of the General Assembly of the United Nations again clearly showed that colonialism, 
with all its abuses, is not only a disgrace but also a crime. At the close of this 
discussion, the fifteenth session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
solemnly proclaimed the need to put an immediate and unconditional end to colonialism 
in all its forms and in all its manifestations. The delegations of 89 countries 
taking part in the General Assembly gave vigorous support to this anti-colonialist 
declaration and only the imperialist and colonizing countries persisted in defending 
this discredited system. It is for this reason that the Soviet Delegation feels 
that none of the participants in the World Health Assembly can remain indifferent 
towards the sufferings of the colonial peoples, that all will wish to add their 
voice to the protests of progressive spirits throughout the world against the relics 
of the colonialist system which still persist and will support the immediate granting 
of independence to the colonial countries and peoples. 
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All over the world, medical workers called upon by their profession to protect 
the health and life of human beings well k~ow the innumerable crimes perpetrated by 
the colonizers in the African countries and rightly demand the immediate and complete 
abolition of the survivals of the colonial system which still hamper their noble 
efforts for the well-being of humanity. 

The World Health Organization, whose whole action hag for aim the attainment by 
all peoples of the highest possible level of health, can no longer reconcile itself 
to the colonialist order which still persists in many African and Asian c-currtries. 
WHO should therefore energetically support the declaration adopted by the fifteenth 
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations regarding the grafting of 
independence to the colonial peoples and countries. 

The history of the development of those former colonies which obtained their 
independence some time ago already clearly shows that people who have shaken off the 
colonial yoke (India, Indonesia, Egypt, etc.) and entered on the path of independent 
progress have achieved, within periods which will seem very short in the eyes of 
history, positive results in the fields of economy, culture, general prosperity and, 
in particular, in the field of health. 

The Soviet Delegation considers that the participants in the Fo-u©t%enth World 
Health Assembly bear a heavy responsibility and have a great part to play in 
protecting the life and health of the colonial peoples. 

The World Health Organization would fail in its essential aim, which is the 
attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health, if it were to 
shirk the decisions to be taken regarding the future of many countries and peoples 
who continue to live in a colonialist slavery condemned by all the progressive spirits 
of humanity. 

Furthermore, the World Health Organization should extend its support in every 
way to countries which have recently achieved independence and help them t.- efface 
the heavy consequences of colonialism in the field of health, to train their 
nationa.1 medical personnel, to combat infectious and parasitic diseases, and to 
improve the organization of the health services available to the population. 
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In the opinion of the Soviet Delegation, all these measures should be treated 
as matters «f the utmost urgency in the World Health Organization's programme of 
activities. 

о -, 
In view of the preceding, of the fundamental objective of the World Health 

Organization and of the interests of the vast majority of humanity, the Delegation 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics submits for consideration by the 
Fourteenth World Health Assembly the attached draft resolution (Annex I). 
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ANNEX I 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

DECLARATION CONCERNING THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES AND THE TASKS OF 

THE- WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

The World Health Assembly, 

Bearing in mind the Constitution of the World Health Organization, whose aim 
is the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health, 

Recognizing that the liberation of the countries and peoples from the colonial 
yoke facilitates, simultaneously with the progress of national economy and a rise in 
the standard of living, a radical improvement in health, 

Noting the declaration adopted by the fifteenth session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on the granting of independence to the colonial countries and 
peoples, and 

Wishing to help in eliminating the consequences of colonialism in the field of 
health, 

CONSIDERS that one of the tasks of the World Health Organization to be given 
priority is the taking of practical measures for eliminating the serious consequences 
of colonialism in countries which have recently attained independence, by assisting 
them in training national medical personnel, in combating the most widespread 
infectious and parasitic diseases and in improving the national health services; 

REQUESTS the Director-General 

1. to pay special attention, in the implementation of the fundamental programme 
of work of WHO, to the taking of all necessary practical measures in good time so as 
to ensure health assistance to countries recently liberated from colonialism, or to 
newly created countries; 

2. to submit to the Executive Board and the fifteenth session of the World 
Health Assembly a report on the application of this resolution. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

DECLARATION CONCERNING THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES AND THE TASKS OF 

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

(Submitted by the delegations of the USSR, Poland and. Cuba) 

The World Health Assembly, 

aim is the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health, 
and 

Recognizing that the liberation of the countries and peoples from the state 
of colonial dependence facilitates, simultaneously with the progress of the 
national economy and a rise in the standard of living, a radical improvement in 
health, 

ADDRESSES an appeal to the United Nations and the Governments of Member 
States of WHO to take all possible measures for urgently carrying out the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial ountries and Peoples, 
and 

II. Wishing to help in eliminating the consequences of colonialism in the field 
of health, 

1. CONSIDERS it a primary task of the World Health Organization to take 
practical measures for eliminating the consequences of colonialism in countries 
which have attained independence, by assisting them in training national medical 
personnel, in combating the most widespread infectious and parasitic diseases and 
in improving the national health services; 

I. Bearing in mind the Constitution of the World Health Organization, whose 
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2. RECOMMENDS that the Member States of WHO, within the limits of their 
resources, place at the disposal of the countries which have attained 
independence, an increased number of fellowships and expert advisers, and such 
other facilities as would help the countries concerned in the quick training 
and specialization of national medical staff in every field of public health; 

J. INVITES the Member States of WHO, in consultation with the Director-
General, to place at the disposal of the Organization within the limits of 
their resources, fellowships, expert advisers, and such other facilities as 
would speed up the carrying out of the WHO programme in this domain, and 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to submit to the Executive Board and the 
Fifteenth World Health Assembly a report on the implementation of this 
resolution. 


