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1. In Chapter V I I j -section I I , paragraph 6'-¡5 of its report,"1 the Economic--and. 

Social Council recommended the following draft resolution for adoption by-the. 

General Assembly: 

''The General Assembly, 

Noting that the Economic and Social Council and most of the specialized 

agencies have adopted rules of procedure providing for prior -consultation 

before taking action on matters of concern to each other, 

Decides, in conformity with this practice, henceforth to ensure that prior 

consultations have taken place with the specialized agency or agencies concerned, 

before adopting any project or proposal relating to matter's of direct-concern 

to such agency or agencies.' ' 

2 . The General Assembly, at its 88lst plenary meeting on 1 October i960, placed 

on the agenda of its fifteenth session the item entitled "Report of the Economic and 

Social Council" and decided that paragraph 645 of the said report would be referred 

to the Second and Third Committees for any comments and then to the Sixth Committee 

for consideration and report. 

V W J T E D N A T I O N S 

GENERAL 

'ASSEMBLY 

^ Of f ic ial Records of the General Assembly, fifteenth session. Supplement No. 3 

(A /4415) 
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J>. The Chairman of the Third Committee, by a letter dated 2 November i960 
(A/C-6/L.469 and Corr.l) addressed to the Chairman of the Sixth Committee., transmitted 

a compilation of views on paragraph 645 expressed by members of the Third Committee-

4. In a letter dated 18 November i960 (A /C . 6 / L . 4 75 ) , the Chairman of the Sixth 

Committee was informed by the Chairman of the Second Committee that no comments had 

been registered on paragraph 645 in that Committee. 

5- The Secretariat submitted a note (A/C-6/L.476) which: ( l ) gave the background 

of the question; (2) summarized the existing arrangements for consultation of the 

specialized agencies by the General Assembly; and { Z > ) presented some views on the 

desirability of improving existing arrangements. 

6 . The Sixth Committee considered the item from its 68lst to 686th meetings held 

between 5 and 14 December i960. 

7 . At the invitation of the Chairman, representatives of the International Labour 

Organisation, the Pood and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World 

Health Organization made statements before the Committee. 

Proposals and amendment 

8. Denmark, the Netherlands, New Zealand and the United States of America submitted 

a draft resolution (A /C . 6 /L . 479 ) whereby the General Assembly would decido tc include 

in its rules of procedure the following rule: 

"Consultation with other bodies 

Rule 11a 

1. Where an item proposed for the provisional agenda or the supplementary 

list of items for a session contains a proposal for new activities to bo under-

taken by the United Nations relating to-matters which are of direct concern to 

one or more specialized agencies, the Secretary-General shall enter into 

consultation with the agency or agencies concerned and report to the General 

Assembly on the means of achieving co-ordinated use of the resources of the 

respective agencies. 
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2» Where a proposal put forward in the course of a meeting for new 

activities to be undertaken by the United Nations relates to matters which are 

of direct concern to one or more specialized agencies, the Secretary-General 

shal l , after such consultation as may be possible with the representatives at 

the meeting of the other agency or agencies concerned, draw the attention of 

the meeting to these implications of the proposal. " 

9- The co-sponsors announced later that they would not press for a vote on their 

draft resolution. 

10. Costa Rica and Pakistan submitted the following draft resolution (A /C-6 /L .48O) : 

"The Sixth Committee, 

Having considered paragraph 645 of the report of the Economic and Social 

Council (A /4415 ) and the letters received on this matter from the Second 

Committee ( А / с . 6 / L . 4 7 5 ) and the Third Committee ( A / C . 6 / L . 4 6 9 and C o r r . l ) , 

Taking into consideration the divers opinions expressed during its debate, 

Decides to submit no recommendation on the matter at the present session 

of the General Assembly." 

11. The representative of Brazil submitted an oral amendment to that draft resolution 

call ing for the insertion of the word "different" before the words "opinions expressed 

in the second preambular paragraph. 

12. The sponsors of the draft resolution ( A / C . 6 / L . 4 8 0 ) accepted the Brazilian 

amendment. 

Debate 

1J . The members of the Committee recognized the importance of the effective 

co-ordination of the actions of the General Assembly and of the agencies in relation-

ship with the United Nations, through consultation in a i l appropriate cases. There 

were , however, different opinions as to whether this objective made further action 

by the General Assembly desirable , and, in particular, as to whether an amendment to 

its rules of procedure would contribute to the results aimed at. 
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14. A number of delegations thought that, while the resolution recommended by the 

Economic and Social Council in paragraph 645 of its report (A/4415) was perhaps too 

rigid in that it required Consultation and that it went beyond the provisions of 

the Council's ото rules of procedure, nevertheless it would be desirable for the 

General Assembly to adopt a provision based on rule 80 of the Council's rules, which 

would correspond to'numerous similar provisions on consultation adopted by organs 

of .the specialized agencies. They therefore supported the four-Power draft 

.resolution ( A / C . 6 / L . 4 7 9 ) . A rule such as that proposed in the draft resolution, 

they considered, would improve the co-ordination between the General Assembly and 

the.specialized agencies, and would respect the competence of those agencies without, 

limiting the freedom of - action of the General Assembly. Nevertheless those 

delegations thought that it might be preferable for the problem to be studied more 

fully in the context of any general review which might be made of the methods and 

procedures of the General Assembly and in the light of fuller information on the 

views of the Second and Third Committees. Consequently, the authors of draft 

resolution A /C . 6 /L . 479 did not press for a vote on their text. 

15. Other delegations, while, in general, sharing the views of those who stressed 

the importance of consultation with the specialized agencies, thought that, rather 

than amending the General Assembly's rules of procedure, it would be preferable to 

propose a simpler -and more general resolution inviting the attention of all concerned 

to the desirability of consultation such as had been carried out in the past. 

16. A great number of speakers considered that it was not desirable, at least at 

the present session, to take any action on the problem, as they did not believe 

that any practical need for doing so was apparent from the information placed before 

the Sixth Committee. Though some delegations had expressed views in the Third 

Committee, neither the Second nor the Third Committee had.crystallized their views 

on the subject, and the views of the Main Committees principally concerned with the 

Economic and Social Council and its function of co-ordination were a prerequisite 

for a decision. Statements made to the Committee by representatives of several 
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specialized agencies citing the rules and practice of those agencies, in their 

view, furnished no compelling arguments for action. There was no reason why the 

General Assembly should necessarily adopt a rule like that of the Economic and 

Social Council or of certain agencies. The status of the General Assembly, some 

stated, was different both in law and fact from that of the specialized agenciesj 

under the Charter, the Assembly's power to discuss and recommend was not restricted 

to any special f ield , and, in fact, the Assembly was the body most fully representa-

tive of the desires of States. Therefore it was undesirable to change the present 

practice regarding consultation, which had not proved unsatisfactory, or to adopt 

provisions which in their view would infringe upon the General Assembly's freedom 

of action and would needlessly delay its decisions. The General Assembly should 

remain' free, as in the past, to determine whether it was appropriate to taie time 

for consultations. 

17« Consequently, they opposed any resolution or change in the rules of procedure 

so long as the need for such a step was not clearly proven, 

1 8 . In the opinion of some representatives, the adoption of a formal rule according 

to which the General Assembly should enter into consultation before taking action 

would limit the competence of the General Assembly, contrary to the Charter of the 

United Nations. 

19- Towards the end of the debate, the consensus of the Committee was that the 

Sixth Committee should decide to submit no recommendation on the matter at the 

present session. 

Decision 

20 . At its 686th meeting, on 14 December, the Sixth Committee unanimously adopted 

the draft resolution submitted by Costa Rica and Pakistan (A /C .6 /L .48o) as orally 

amended (see paragraphs 10-12, above). 

21 . Consequently, the Sixth Committee has no recommendation to submit to the 

General Assembly on the "Report of the Economic and Social Council (Chapter V I I , 

section I I , paragraph 6 4 5 ) " . 
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Costa Rica and Pakistan: draft resolution 

The Sixth Committee, 

Having considered paragraph 645 of the Report of the Economic and Social 

Council (A/4415) and the letters received on this matter from the Second 

Committee (А /С .6 /L .475 ) and the Third Committee (A /C . 6 / L . 469 and Corr . l ) , 

Taking into consideration the opinions expressed during its debate, 

Decides to submit no recommendation on the matter at the present session 

of the General Assembly. 

60-32288 


