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RELATIONS WITH THE LEAGUE OP ARAB STATES 

The Thirteenth World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA13-48 regarding 
relations with the League of Arab States, in the following terms : 

"The Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered resolution EB25.R66 and relevant documents on 
the subject of agreement between WHO and the League of Arab States; 

Considering that provisions contained in Article 70 of the >.: 
Constitution allow the conclusion of such agreement, 

1. APPROVES the principle of concluding such an agreement; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to take the necessary action 
with a view to concluding an agreement on behalf of WHO with 
the League of Arab States, such agreement to define the sphere 
of co-operation in health fields; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report on this matter to 
the Fourteenth World Health Assembly." 

Pursuant to this resolution, the Director-General has negotiated with the 
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States an agreement, the text of which 
is annexed hereto as Annex A. In accordance with Article JO of the Constitution 
and Article VI of the Agreement, this instrument has to be submitted to the. 
World Health Assembly for approval, before its signature and entry into force. 

Also annexed are copies of correspondence between the Secretary-General of 
the League of Arab States and the Direct or-General1 relating to the final draft 
of the Agreement and to the question of the attendance of the League of Arab 
States at the Regional Committee for Europe, one Member of the League of Arab 
States being provisionally included in the European Region of WHO. As regards 
this last matter, the Director-General has indicated that he will study it with a 
view to seeking appropriate ways and means of arranging for such attendance when 
the main agreement has been concluded. 

AI4/AFL/I7 
5 January 1961 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH & 
FRENCH 

1 Annexes В and С 
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ANNEX A 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
AM) THE LEAGUE OP ARAB STATES 

The World Health Organization, and 

The League of Arab States, 

Considering that the objective of the World Health Organization is the 
attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health and that in 
order to achieve this objective the World Health Organization acts as the 
directing and co-ordinating authority on international health work; 

Considering that one of the purposes of the League of Arab States is, with 
due regard to the structure of each of these States and the conditions prevailing 
therein, to secure close co-operation between its Member States in the health 
field and that, under Article 4 of the Pact of the League of Arab States, a Health 
Committee of the League of Arab States has been set up to ensure such co-operation; 

Considering that the League of Arab States is called upon to undertake certain 
tasks of a regional nature, in harmony with those pursued on a world-wide scale by 
the World Health Organization; 

Considering the regional arrangements made by the World Health Organization, 
as set forth in Chapter XI of its Constitution, and in particular Article 50 (d) 
thereof; 

Considering Article 70 of the Constitution of the World Health Organization 
and Article 3 of the Charter of the League of Arab States and in confirmation of 
the already existing co-operation betweên the two Organizations; 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS 
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Annex A 

Article I 

Co-operation 

1. The World Health Organization and the League of Arab States agree to co-
operate in all matters that arise in the field of health and are connected with 
those tasks and activities of the two organizations that are in harmony. 

2. In all matters concerning the implementation of this agreement, the World 
Health Organisation shall be represented by its Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean region and the League of Arab States shall be represented by the 
Health Department of its General Secretariat. 

Article II 

Exchange of Information 

1. The World Health Organization and the League of Arab States agree to exchange 
publications and documents relating to activities on subjects of common interest, 
subject to any measures which might be necessary to safeguard the confidential 
nature of certain documents. 

2. This exchange shall be supplemented, if thought necessary, by periodical con-
tacts between members of the secretariats of the two organizations for the purpose 
of consultation as regards projects or activities of common interest. In addition, 
each organization shall make available to the other any statistical and legislative 
information in its possession on subjects of common interest. 

Article H I 

Reciprocal Representation 

1. The representatives of the World Health Organization shall be invited to attend 
meetings of the Health Committee of the League of Arab States and to participate, 
without vote, in the deliberations of this body and of its commissions and committees 
with respect to items on their agendas in which the World Health Organization has an 
interest. 
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2. The representatives of the League of Arab Státes shall be Invited to attend 
the meetings of the World Health Assembly and its Committees, the Executive Board 
and the Regional Committee of the Eastern Mediterranean region and to participate, 
without vote, in the deliberations of these bodies with respect to items on their 
agendas in whiqh .the League of Arab States has an interest. 

Article IV 

Joint Action 

The World Health Organization and the League of Arab States will afford, each 
to the other, any technical oo-operation which may be asked for the purpose of 
studying questions of common interest. If any such technical co-operation would 
involve substantial expenditure, consultation will take place with a view to 
determining; the most equitable manner of meeting such expenditure. 

Article V 

Revision and Denunciation 

1. The terms of this-agreement may be modified with the consent of both parties. 

2. Either party may denounce the agreement by giving one yearns notice in writing 
to the other party. 

Article VI 

• Entry into Force 

1» • This agreement, after approval by the World Health Assembly and the Council of 
the League of Arab States, shall enter into force on thé date on which it is signed 
by the appointed representatives of the World Health Organization and of the League 
of Arab States. 
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2. Upon its entry into force this agreement shall supersede the arrangements 
set forth in the exchange of notes between the Regional Director of the Regional 
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean region, of the World Health Organization and 
the Secretary-General of the League of Arab-States, dated respectively 9 April 
1954 and 11 April 1954. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the two representatives whose names are stated below have 
signed this agreement at the dates indicated, below their signature. 

This agreement has been written in duplicate in the Arabio^-Sngll^Ljajad^Erench. 
languages, the text in all, . 

For the League of Arab States For the World Health Organization 

I96I I96I 
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ANNEX В 

ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

LETTER SENT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OP THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF WHO 

With reference to your letter of 11 May I960 (No- 5 V ^ 8 / l 2 0 
enclosing a 

draft agreement to be concluded between the League of Arab States and the World 
Health Organization, strengthening their co-operation on health matters, I have 
the honour to inform you that the League approves the terms of the Agreement 
after making a few slight alterations, which do not affect its substance, as 
you will see upon perusal of the text .enclosed. Would you please, therefore, 
issue instructions to give effect to the Agreement in accordance with Article 6. 

I would like, however, to draw your attention to the fact that among the 
states members of the League there are some which do not form part of the 
Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean but belong to the Regional Office 
for Europe. Under these circumstances the League should be represented at the 
Regional Office for Europe whenever necessary, to ensure full co-operation with 
the World Health Organization. An exchange of letters in this sense between 
the League and..the -Organization.would be sufficient to achieve this end. 
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ANNEX С 

REPLY DATED 29 DECEMBER I960 
FROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OP WHO 

TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OP THE LEAGUE OP ARAB STATES 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of November I960, 
which was received by me on 19 December, concerning the proposed agreement between 
the World Health Organization and the League of Arab States. 

The drafting changes which you propose are acceptable to rae and I shall 
therefore transmit the text of the agreement to the Fourteenth World Health 
Assembly for approval. 

You also draw my attention to the fact that a State Member of the League of 
Arab States is provisionally included in the European Region, as delineated by 
the World Health Assembly and that you therefore consider that a representative 
of the League of Arab States should be in á position to attend the sessions of the 
Regional Committee for Europe. This question is being studied with a view to 
seeking appropriate ways and means of arranging for such_attendance- when_±he main 
agreement has been approved. 


