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ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

The Director-General has the honour to communicate the following letters from 
the Government of Morocco, concerning the request submitted by the Islamic Republic 
of Mauritania for admission to membership: 

LETTER OF 7 FEBRUARY 1961 FROM THE AMBASSADOR 0F. THE 
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF WHO 

"I have the honour to enclose the full text of the message which 
His Excellency the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of Morocco, 
Mr M'Hamed Boucetta, has instructed me to communicate to you. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant". 

LETTER ENCLOSED 

"in your letter of 12 January 196l you kindly transmitted the 
text ef a letter in which Mr Hanmadou Diale Samba Diom, on behalf of 
the so-called government of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, 
requests the admission of Mauritania to membership of the World Health 
Organization. 

As this request is to be submitted to the Fourteenth World Health 
Assembly, the Morocco delegation will not fail to explain the position 
of my Government on that occasion. However, I wish to give you the 
following information in reply to your letter? 

The problem of Mauritania was raised and discussed at the Fifteenth 
Session of the United Nations General Assembly. Since the attempts 
by the so-called Islamic Republic of Mauritania to gain admission to 
the United Nations failed and its request was rejected, it is now 
trying to get itself admitted to one of the United Nations specialized 
agencies. But the reasons which stood in the way of its admission to 
the United Nations still hold. They are legal and political in nature. 
Morocco had an opportunity to enlarge on them before the General Assembly 
of the United Nations and was supported by numerous Member States. The 
World Health Organization cannot in any case admit the so-called Islamic 
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Republic of Mauritania to membership since the territory which is 
supposed to constitute the international basis for this so-called 
State is an integral part of Morocco. When the request for the 
admission of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania was laid before the 
Security Council by two Member States the Council rejected it, and 
I am obliged to call your attention to the fact that this decision 
is in favour of Morocco's legitimate claim. If your Organization 
were to adopt a different attitude towards this problem it would 
run counter to the decision of the Security Council and constitute 
a'serious reflection on the territorial integrity and sovereignty 
of Morocco. My Government has instructed its Delegation to oppose 
the admission of the so-called Islamic Republic of Mauritania. 

I am, Sir, yô ir obedient Servantr. 
r. 

LETTER OP 8 FEBRUARY 196l FROM THE AMBASSADOR OF THE 
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF WHO 

"In accordance with instructions from my Government, I have the-
honour to request you kindly to bring to the knowledge of all Delega-
tions attending the Fourteenth Assembly of our Organization the 
contents of the complete text which the Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Kingdom of Morocco, Mr M'Hamed Boucetta has communicated 
to you through me. 

I am, Sir, .your obedient Servant". 


