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1. OPENING OF THE SESSION BY THE PRESIDENT 
OUVERTURE DE LA SESSION PAR LE PRESIDENT 

The PRESIDENT: The Assembly is called to order. 

Friends and fellow delegates, I announce the inauguration of the Thirteenth 

World Health Assembly. 

Now there is a little word - protocol - which governs, many of our actions here. 

It is a word of which many people are afraid, but quite unnecessarily. For in 

essence it is nothing but a code of good manners. But protocol need not replace, 

and certainly does not replace, on this occasion, the most friendly feelings with 

which I bid welcome so many old acquaintances and many new ones. Amongst them I 

would mention - and here protocol takes order - firstly the authorities of the 

Republic and Canton of Geneva, Mr René Helg, Conseiller d'Etat, representing the 

President of the Conseil d'Etat of the Republic and Canton of Geneva; Mr Jean Bа�.еl 

President of the Grand Conseil; Mr Albert Dussoix, Conseiller administratif, 

representing the Mayor of Geneva; it Jean Brolliet, President of the Conseil 

municipal of Geneva. Then the executive heads of the specialized agencies and other 

intergovernmental organizations in Geneva, in order again: Mr Georges Palthey, 

Deputy Director of the European Office of the United Nations; Mrs Figueroa,. 

Assistant Director - General of the International Labour Office, representing the 

Director -- General of the ILO; Mr D. A. Davies, Secretary -General of the World 

Metereological Organization; also Mr Mekki Abbas, Executive Secretary of the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa; Mr E. Wyndham White, Executive Secretary of 

the General Ag,-cement on Tariffs and Trade; Sir Herbert Broadley, representing the 

Executive Director of the United Nations Children's Fund; Mr Gracie, representing 

the Director- General of the International Telecommunication Union. 
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Then I come to you, especially, my friends, the delegates of the Member States, 

the representatives of Associate Members, the observers from non - Member States, the 

representatives of all invited intergovernmental and non -governmental organizations, 

and those labourers in the vineyards, the two representatives of the Executive Board 

of the World Health Organization. I bid you all very welcome. 

Then I would address a special welcome to the observers of the State of 

Cameroun, the Republic of Togoland, and the Sheikdom of Kuwait - States which, as 

the members of the Assembly know, have applied for membership in the World Health 

Organization. In addition to them, I would welcome the observers of Cyprus, the 

Central African Republic, the Republic of the Congo, the Republic of the Ivo-y Coast, 

the Gabon Republic, the Republic of the Upper Volta, the Republic of the Niger, on 

whose behalf an application for associate membership has been received. 

It is customary on this occasion for certain speeches, addresses of welcome, to 

be made to you, and in order that you may know exactly the situation I would warn you 

that there will be no more than three of these addresses. I would ask first 

Mr Georges Palthey to address you. 

2. ADDRESS BY ТHE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE EUROPEAN OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
ALLOCUTION DU DIRECTEUR ADJOINT DE L'OFFICE ЕUR?EEN DES NATIONS UNIES 

M. FALTHEY, Directeur adjoint de l'Office européen des Nations Unies : 

Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Directeur général, Mesdames, Messieurs, au seuil 

de cette Treizième Assembl éе mondiale de la Santé et en l'absence de M. Spinelli, 

Directeur de l'Office européen des Nations Unies, il m'échoit l'honneur de vous 

apporter les salutations et les voeux du Secrétaire général de l'Organisation des 

Nations Unies. Je s1._1s certain que M. Hammarskjáld aurait aimé le faire lui -même si, 

comme l'année dernière, il avait pu être parmi vous aujourd'hui. 
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Vous savez l'intérét que de nombreux organes des Nations Unies portent à l'oeuvre 

de votre institution. La santé publique est si intimement liée aux prob èmes écono- 

miques et sociaux qu'il est difficilement concevable que des améliorations puissent 

étre réalisées dans un de ces domaines sans un progrès parnllèlè dans l'autre. Aussi, 

de nombreux programmes d'action commune à nos deux organisations sont -ils actuellement 

en cours et cette coopération, dont nous nous louons et qui a déjà donné des résultats 

appréciables, ne pouг-2a que se poursuivre et méme se resserrer dans l'avenir si nous 

ne voulons pas les uns et les autres laisser sans réponse des appels d'aide de plus 

en plus pressants adressés aux organisations de la famille des Nations Unies. Les 

transformations accélérées de notre monde politique et l'éclosion de nouvelles 

nations à la vie internationale qui en résulte imposent, ne serait -ce que dans le 

domaine économique et social, un accroissement des responsabilités. Nos institutiох 

ne pourront y faire face qu'en renforçant leur entente mutuelle pour tirer le 

maximum de profit des ressources financières et humaines malheureusement limitées 

dont elles disposent. 

Mais cette communauté d'action, nos rapports administratifs presque quotidiens, 

les liens constitutionnels qui nous unissent ne sont pas seuls à expliquer l'intéиét 

que nous portons à vos travaux. Il existe entre nos deux organisations une commu- 

nauté profonde de pensée et de volonté. En lui donnant comme mission essentielle 

la tâche de conduire le monde vers un état sanitaire qui, par -delà la maladie, 

permettra à l'homme de s'épanouir librement grâce à un harmonieux équilibre phys1QUe 

et moral, l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé rejoint les intentions et les buts 

ultimes des Nations Unies. 
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Vos réalisations passées donnent confiance dans vos actions futures. L'Assemblée 

mondiale de la Santé est un forum où la parole n'est heureusement jamais très loin 

de l'action. Vos efforts pour la suppression de la malaria commencent à peine à 

porter leurs premiers fruits que vous songez déjà à mener le m�Cme combat contre la 

variole, mais je ne veux pas ici reprendre le détail de votre ordre du jour parti- 

culièrement chargé et important. Laissez -moi encore, Monsieur le Président, pour 

ces entreprises, pour les travaux de l'Assemblée et votre oeuvre en général, vous 

redire nos félicitations et nos voeux. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Palthey, for those words of encouragement. I 

would invite to the rostrum Mr Mekki Abbas, the Executive Secretary of the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Africa. 

З. ADDRESS BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION 
FOR AFRICA 
ALLOCUTION DU SECREТАIRE EXECUTIF DE LA COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE DES NATIONS UNIES 
POUR L'AFRIQUE 

Mr MEKKI ABBAS, Executive Secretary, Economic Commission for Africa: 

Mr President, Mr Director -General, ladies and gentlemen, I am happy to attend the 

inauguration of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly and I am grateful for the 

opportunity to adress this important and distinguished body. 

Relationships between the World Health Organization and the newly created 

Economic Commission for Africa are very cordial and I feel confident that, where 

the two fields overlap, there will be satisfactory co- operation and co- ordination 

between the two organizations. We have attended each other's meetings and the 

Director -General and I have agreed on measures for working together in the community 

development field. 
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The first лiн0 meeting that I attended and addressed was the malaria eradication 

conference held in Addis Ababa last year. A friend of mine told me how presumptuous 

he thought I was when he saw me as Executive Secretary of an Economic Commission, get 

up to address malaria specialists. He soon came round to the idea that the 

eradication of malaria, apart from the elimination of human suffering, had very 

important economic implications. He heard me give, as an example, the loss incurred 

by the Sudan when, during the winter of 195 0 -1951, a high percentage of cotton 

pickers in the Gezira Scheme, where I used to work, was incapacitated by a very 

severe epidemic of malaria. Because both the yield and prices were very high, the 

loss was something in the neighbourhood of three million pounds sterling. This is 

a large sum of money for a small country to lose. 

We in the Economic Commission for Africa believe in good health for economic 

development and therefore feel confident that co- operation between our two 

organizations is most important. 

I hope, Mr President, I may be allowed to add a few words about a problem which 

might again appear outside the official field of interest of the Executive Secretary 

of the Economic Commission for Africa. I think it is relevant for me to speak in 

that capacity; but, even if it is not, your Assembly may wish to hear the views of 

an African who has some experience. The problem is one which has been faced by 

newly independent countries in Africa and which will be faced by a number which are 

on their way to independence. For one reason or another, a substantial number of 

the expatriate civil servants in these countries, including doctors and public health 

officers, decided to leave. The result has been and will be a ;lost embarrassing 

shortage of qualified men and women to run the services. I was told 

by a gold authority that doctors became so short in one of the newly 
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independent countries that one qualified doctor had to combine the offices of 

Minister of Health, director of a hospital and trainer of nurses. 

When such situations arise, in Africa or anywhere else, international conscience 

must be aroused and assistance must be rendered. Your distinguished Assembly, 

Mr President, can be of great help. The Director -General can help as far as his 

resources will enable him; but I feel that more effective help can come from the 

metropolitan countries whose responsibilities come to an end in the territories which 

they used to administer, as well as from other Members of the Crganization. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Mekki Abbas, for that very interesting address. 

I am sure 5п'г final words will not fall on deaf ears. 

4. OPENING ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 

ALLOCUTION INAUGURALE DU PRESIDENT 

The PRESIDENT: Before coming to the next item of the provisional agenda, namely 

item 1.2, the appointment of the Committee on Credentials, I propose to say a few 

words myself. 

Twelve months have passed since we parted in this hall, and I left with you then 

a message from one of our English philosophers: 

"All things began in order, so shall they end, and so shall they begin 
again, according to the Ordainer of Order." 

The Ordainer of Order has brought us together again - and our appointed ways, 

tasks and duties lie before us. 

When we look back over the year that has passed, we remember with sympathy and 

in sorrow the calamities which some of our fellow Member States have grievously 
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suffered. Two of those catastrophes were due to the forces of nature and one was 

unhappily, the consequence of human frailty. In remembering them, however, we can 

take pride in the part played by this organization - along with other organizations - 

in bringing succour and aid to the victims, and advice and guidance to the afflicted 

• Member States. Events such as these I have mentioned rally the sympathy of the 

world and direct it into practical channels, with the World Health Organization at 

the sluice gates. 

All this emotional manifestation of brotherhood comes from the heart. It is 

spontaneous, it is human, it is magnificent. To quote, and perhaps to misapply, a 

thought of Pascal: 

"The heart has its reasons, which reason itself does not know of." 

And so, by way of contrast, I would direct your attention for a few moments 

to those other activities of the World Health Organization, both present and potential, 

which have grown out of the imagination of men, which reason has put into proper 

shape and form for action, and which the will of Member States working through the 

Organization will bring to final accomplishment. 

I do not propose to inflict upon you a catalogue of projects, or a list of agenda. 

These, in the shape of the Official Records and those familiar pieces of paper marked 

А13 /1, or with some other similar cryptic distinguishing mark, are to be the common 

meat and drink of all of us for the next 14 or 15 days. What I would seek to do is 

to orientate you - not geographically of course - and to create in your minds a certain 

broad outlook upon health, medicine, and the world of today. 

I am afraid I have the reputation in WHO circles of advocating very frequently 

the point of view of that great historian and great achiever in other fields, 



А13/yR/1 
page 10 

Sir Winston Churchill. who, with one of his great, masterly, historical generaliza- 

tions, once said, as he waved his arms in this direction and that: 

"The further you look back, the further you can look forward." 

In following him very humbly I have perhaps tended to quote the ancient writers and 

philosophers. I am quite unrepentant about that because very often one finds their 

wisdom as fresh and stimulating today as it was hundreds of yеа ago. There was 

an English monk of the thirteenth century, Roger Bacon of Oxford, whom tradition has 

claimed as one of the inventors of gunpowder, the microscope, and other ingenious 

devices. He was a great philosopher and scientist. Bacon was not a physician 

but that did not prevent him from writing - as others have done before or since and 

will do again - about physicians. s called his book "De Erroribus Medîcorum" - 

"On the Faults of Physicians'' - and there he set out in order six types of ignorance, 

or failure to use existing knowledge, which he thought were prevalent amongst doctors• 

The first ignorance of which he сomрla nod was ignorance, on the part of doctors, 

of foreign languages, so that the physician was often unable to read of new discoveries. 

The second field of ignorance concerned the physician's lack of knowledge of the 

drugs he used„ of their names even, of how they could he standardized or prepared 

and, above all, of what they cost. 

The third fault was that physicians were too fond of wandering and futile dis•- 

cussions which were not based on experience. 

The fourth defect concerned their lack of interest in astrology and consultation 

with the stars, because without such assistance Bacon thought that the physician would 

be much more dependent on chance and good fortune. 

The fifth field of ignorance was the great neglect of chemistry, and of 

agriculture. Chemistry, he was certain, would one day disclose the nature of the 
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materials out of which the body is made, and agriculture - the knowledge of animal 

and plant life would be equally helpful. 

His sixth and final source of ignorance was composite. It included dependence 

on the second -hand statements of other people, the distrust of individual, personal 

experience, and finally, the failure to look for truth by the way of experiment. 

And there Bacon sets out clearly and plainly the need for research into the field 

of knowledge which is concerned with health, and the prevention and treatment of 

disease. 

The verification of facts, the gathering together of ascertained and proven facts, 

the co- ordination of inquiries, the filling in of the gaps in human knowledge - 

the communication and spread of knowledge - these are the great objectives of medical 

and scientific research. 

And looking back at Roger Bacon - more than 600 years ago - and at the present 

time - and peering into the future, we can see how many of WHO`s activities are 

directed to remove those old and very long -lived ignorances. The multilingual 

publications of WнO, its seminars, so organized as to prevent futile and fruitless 

discussion, its standardization of therapeutic substances, its links with FAO and UNICEF 

over food and nutrition, and its pursuit and encouragement of research - all these 

fulfil the hopes of Roger Bacon. Only in the field of astrology do we seem to be 

lacking - and I leave that thought with the Director - General. 

WHO is marching and must continue to advance into an epoch and a world where 

there are two main groups of problems - the problems, largely environmental; 

nutritional and epidemiological which confront certain groups of Member States (these 

are the problems of States which one might call adolescent in the field of health) 
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and, on the other hand, the problems of the great communities which, while still 

having to contend with deficiencies in those basic needs I have mentioned, are 

equally concerned with the problems of their middle -aged and elderly populations. 

It is a mistake to set these two problems side by side, and to make too strict 

an antithesis between them. Even if they are not evenly shared by all countries 

and populations at the moment, the day will come when science will show that they 

are the common problems of all humanity - problems which will be solved by research, 

by education and by co- operation. 

WHO and the nations composing it are concerned both with the extension of life 

of the middle• -aged and elderly - of those who have already contributed to the welfare 

of their community and have enjoyed its privileges - and with the provision of a 

life to be lived and enjoyed in all its fullness by the millions of children who are 

with us now, and who will be added to our numbers - whose destiny it is to inherit 

the earth. 

W70; through its various instruments, through its capacity to link together all 

sorts of men and women, their interests, skills and experience, is the great catalyser 

of world health. More than that, it is one of the great liberators of the human 

spirit. It brings the heart and the reason of Pascal into one great desire to 

serve humanity, and it is the proud honour of this Assembly to be the servants of 

that desire. 

5. APPLIC.^-.ТION OF THE REPUBLIC OF mma:LAND FOR MEMBERSHIP 

DEMANDE D'ADMISSIОN DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU TOGO EN QUALITÉ DE MEMBRE 

The PAESIDENТ: We now proceed to the next item on the agenda, namely, the 

appointment of the Committee on Credentials, but there is a preliminary word that I 
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ought to mention. I would draw your attention to one of the three applications 

which have been received for membership of the World Health Organization - that 

submitted by the Republic of Togoland, which became independent on 27 April 1960. 

Delegates will have in front of them document A13/6 on this particular subject. As 

stated in that document the Government of Togoland, in a letter dated 24 March and 

confirmed by a more recent cable, drew the attention of the Director - General to the 

fact that it would be clearly unable to submit its application for membership within 

the time limit of 30 days provided for in Rule 109 of the Rules of Procedure of the 

Assembly, since the proclamation of independence was to take place only a few days 

before the opening of the Assembly. The Government of Togoland therefore suggested 

that the orld Health Assembly might suspend Rule 109 so as not to be prevented from 

considering, during the present session, the Republic of Togoland's application for 

admission as a member of WHO. The rule dealing with the suspension of Rules of 

Procedure is Rule 115, which reads as follows: 

Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, any of the foregoing Rules 
may be suspended at any plenary meeting of the Health Assembly, provided 
that notice of the intention to propose suspension has been communicated 
to delegations not less than twenty -four hours before the meeting at which 
the proposal is to be made. 

I would suggest to the Assembly that the distribution of document А13 /6 and 

what I have just endeavoured to explain to you should be regarded as constituting 

the notice of the intention to propose suspension of Rule 109. Provided the Assembly 

agrees, this would mean that at its plenary meeting tomorrow, twenty -four hours from 

now, the Assembly would be entitled to take a decision on the suspension of Rule 109; 

and if that is done in the affirmative, to consider, as from tomorrow, the application 

for admission submitted by the Republic of Togoland. I hope I can also assume that 
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it is clear in the minds of delegates that, should any other application for admission 

as a Member or as an Associate Member, the consider >ation of which would also require 

the suspension of Rule 109, be received in the course of the present session of the 

Assembly, such application would have the benefit of any affirmative decision which 

might be taken tomorrow morning. 

б. APPOINTMENT OF THE сс^-Lti1ITTEE ON CF.EDENTIALS 

cONSiITUTION DE LA СО'МISSIOм DE VE_n,IFICA^IQN DES POINOIRS 

The PRESIDENT: Coming to item 1.2 of the provisional agenda, I invite the 

Assembly to appoint the Committee on Credentials, in conformity with Rule 22 of the 

Rules of Procedure of the Assembly, which reads as follows: 

A Committee on Credentials, consisting of twelve delegates of as many 
Members shall be appointed at the beginning of each session by the Health 
Assembly on the proposal of the President,. This committee shall elect 

its own officers. It shall examine the credentials of delegates of Members 
and of the representatives of Associate ЛΡlembers and report to the Health 
Assembly thereon without delay. Any delegate or representative to whose 

admission a Member has made objection shall be seated provisionally with 
the same rights as other delegates or representatives until the Committee 
on Credentials has reported and the Health Assembly has given its decision. 

In pursuance of the power given to me by this rule, I propose to the Assembly 

the following list of twelve Member States to constitute the Committee on Credentials. 

They are, in alphabetical order: Canada, Ceylon, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Iraq, 

Italy, Liberia, Nicaragua, Pakistan, the Philippines, Spain and Sweden. 

Assuming that there are no objections - and I cannot detect any - I declare this 

Committee on Credentials appointed and I would invite the members to meet immediately 

in Room XI. I now suspend this plenary meeting. Delegates will be notified of its 

resumption by an electric bell; and it remains for the Committee on Credentials to 

see that that electric bell is sounded as soon as possible. 

The meeting was suspended at 11 a.m. and resumed at 12 noon. 

La séance est suspendue de 11 heures à 12 heures. 
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7. FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 
PREMIER RAPPORT DE LA COМMISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS 

The PRESIDENT: The Committee on Credentials has just met under the 

chairmanship of Dr A. Engel of Sweden. I now invite the Rapporteur of the Committee, 

Mr Garata de Liera of Spain, to come to the rostrum and to read the report of the 

first meeting of the Committee on Credentials. 

I would ask the Assembly just to be patient for one moment until a certain 

document reaches the Rapporteur. 

I am most appreciative of the kindness, courtesy and patience of the Assembly 

and I hope we will not trespass upon it any longer than is necessary, but there 

have been certain difficulties about the translation of the document and we are 

- I was going to say 'impatiently" but that would perhaps be unkind - waiting for 

it to arrive. 

M. GARCÎA DE ТIF,RA (Espagne) (traduction de l'espagnol) : Monsieur le Président, 

Messieurs les délégués, je suis le premier à regretter que, pour les raisons 

indiquées par le Président, il n'ait pas été possible d'obtenir plus tót la 

traduction espagnole de ce texte et je m'excuse de la part, bien involontaire, de 

responsabilité qui me revient. Je vais maintenant porter à la connaissance de 

l'Assemblée le premier rapport de la Commission de Vérification des Pouvoirs. 
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La Commission de Vérification des Pouvoirs s'est réunie le 3 mai 1960. 

Etaient présents les délégués des pays ci -après mentionnés : Canada, 

Ceylan, Equateur, Espagne, Irak, Italie, Libéria, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 

Philippines, Suède et Tchécoslovaquie. 

La Commission a élu le Dr :A. G. Engel (Suède) président, le 

Professeur J. Canaperia (Italie) vice -président, et le Dr Garcia de Liera 
(Espagne), rapporteur. 

La Commission a procédé à l'examen des pouvoirs déposés par les délé- 
gations participant á l'Assemblée de la Santé. 

1. Les pouvoirs remis parles délégations et les représentants des pays 

énumérés ci -après ont été trouvés en bonne et due forme, donnant ainsi à ces 
délégations et représentants le droit de participer aux travaux de l'Assemblée 
de la Santé dans les conditions définies par la Constitution de l'Organisation 
mondiale de la Santé. La Commission propose donc á l'Assemblée de la Santé 
de reconnattre la validité des pouvoirs présentés par les délégations et 
représentants des pays suivants : 

Afghanistan, Argentine, Australie, Autriche, Belgique, Birmanie, Brésil, 
Bulgarie, Cambodge, Canada, Ceylan, Chili, Chine, Colombie, Corée, Danemark, 
El Salvador, Equateur, Espagne, Etats -Unis d'Amérique, Ethiopie, Fédération de 
Rhodésie et de Nyassaland, Finlande, Ghana, Grèce, Guatemala, Honduras, Inde, 
Indonésie, Irak, Iran, Irlande, Islande, Israël, Italie, Japon, Jordanie, Liban, 
Libye, Luxembourg, Malaisie, Maroc, lexique, Monaco, Nigeria, Norvège, Pakistan, 
Pays -Bas, Philippines, Pologne, Portugal, Répub ique Arabe Unie, RépuЫique 
fédérale d'Allemagne, Roumanie, Royaume -Uni de Grande -Bretagne et d'Irlande du 
Nord, Sierra Leone, Soudan, Suède, Suisse, Tchécoslovaquie, ThгIlande, Tunisie, 
Turquie, Union des Républiques socialistes soviétiques, Union Sud -Africaine, 
Venezuela, Viet -Nam et Yougoslavie. 

Le représentant de la Tchécoslovaquie a déclaré qu'il ne pouvait pas 
reconnaître les pouvoirs soumis par le représentant de la RépuЫique de Chine. 

2. Les notifications revues de l'Albanie, de l'Arabie Saoudite, de Cuba, de 
la RépuЫique de Guinée, de Haïti, du Laos, du Libéria, de la Nouvelle- Zélande, 
du Nicaragua, du Paraguay et du Pérou donnant la composition des délégations de 
ces pays font connaître que les pouvoirs des délégués ont été envoyés. La 
Commission recommande donc à l'Assemblée de la Santé de reconnattre à ces délé- 
gations pleins droits de participer à ses travaux en attendant l'arrivée de leurs 
pouvoirs. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Serior. 

You have heard the report of the Rapporteur. Are there any remarks ? I notice 

the delegate of Romania.. 
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Dr MARINESCO (Romania) (translation from the Russian): Mr President, ladies 

and gentlemen, the World Health Organization is growing from year to year as a result 

of the admission of new Members. All this brings it nearer to what it should be: 

a truly world -wide organization, 

The utilization of the experience of all peoples of the world in health protec- 

tion and assistance on an international scale to all countries in carrying out health 

measures are essential conditions for attaining WHO's aim - the raising of the health 

services in all countries to the highest possible level. However, China with its 

six hundred million people remains outside the concern of WHO, and its experience and 

achievements in the promotion of health cannot be used on an international scale - 

for the simple reason that the People's Republic of China is not a Member of WHO. 

Many of us know the remarkable and outstanding achievements of the People's 

Republic of China in health protection, and the means and methods used in attaining 

them by a State which contains almost a quarter of the world's total population. An 

extensive acquaintanceship with these means and methods would, as far as their 

utilization on an international scale is concerned, be of benefit to various countries 

in carrying out health measures; and the utilization and dissemination of the 

medical experience of the great Chinese people could be of even greater benefit in 

raising the level of health of the peoples. 

We therefore consider it essential that the People's Republic of China should be 

drawn into participation in the work and programmes of WHO - in the interests of all 

the Member States and of the Organization itself, which would thus become a truly 

world organization. I must therefore emphasize that the lawful representative of the 

Chinese people in WHO should be a delegate of the People's Republic of China. 
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Mr President, I would request that the matters I have raised be included in the 

record of the meeting. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Professor Marinesco, Your statement will be in- 

cluded, as you request, in the record of this meeting. 

Are there any other remarks? The delegate of the United States of America. 

Mr HENDERSON (United States of America): Mr President, fellow delegates, for 

the record I would like to state on this occasion that the Government of the United 

States continues to support the Government of the Republic of China, not only in the 

World Health Organization, but in the United Nations itself and all its specialized 

agencies. We regret that this statement has been made for the record here in this 

technical organization; we hope that such political matters will not take the place 

of the great challenge and responsibility we have to people throughout the world in 

the interests of world health. So for the record I would like to state that my 

Government continues to recognize and to support the Government of the Republic of 

China, not only in the World Health Organization but also in the United Nations and 

other specialized agencies, where its rightful place as the representative of China 

has been so effectively and so strongly recognized. 

The PRESIDENT: I invite the delegate of Bulgaria to the rostrum. 

Dr ARNAUDOV (Bulgaria) (translation from the Russian): Mr President, gentlemen, 

the delegation of the People's Republic of Bulgaria associates itself with the 

statement made by the head of the Romanian delegation concerning the report of the 

Committee on Credentials. Our delegation has more than once stated from this rostrum, 
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that without the participation of the People's Republic of China in the work of WHO 

true international co- operation on health matters is impossible. 

Everyone knows that China, with its six hundred and fifty million people, is one 

of the largest countries in the world and that the Chinese people has achieved con- 

siderable success, in the sphere of health, particularly in the control of communicable 

diseases, in hygiene, etc. It is impossible to carry out with success any important 

health measure in Asia without the participation of such a huge percentage of its 

population. Why not use the experience and great potentialities of the Chinese 

people in fulfilling the tasks of the World Health Organization? The sooner the true 

representative of the Chinese people takes his rightful place in our ranks, the sooner 

will a crying injustice be brought to an end. 

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Bulgaria; his remarks will be 

noted for the record. I invite the delegate of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland to the rostrum. 

Mr BOUCHER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland): Mr President, 

fellow delegates, the delegation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland wish to put it on record that, in approving this report, they do so solely on 

the grounds that the credentials concerned, considered as documents, are in order. 

Consequently, as the Assembly will be aware, this approval should not necessarily be 

construed as implying recognition of each of the authorities by whom the credentials 

were issued. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Boucher. Your remarks will be included in the 

record. I invite the delegate of Korea to the rostrum. 
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Mr YONG SHIК KIM (Korea): Mr President and distinguished delegates, I regret 

that I have to intervene at this stage of the conference but I am compelled to point 

out that the remarks made by the honourable delegate of Romania are out of order. 

China is rightly and lawfully represented here by the present delegate of the Republic 

of China. Red China has failed to respect the generally accepted standards of inter- 

national conduct and was condemned by the United Nations for its participation in 

aggression against my country, Korea. The right of the representative of the 

Republic of China to participate in this conference should not be impaired. 

The PRESIDENT: I thank the delegate of Korea. I invite the delegate of Norway 

to the rostrum. 

Dr EVANG (Norway): Mee President, dear fellow delegates, I take the floor on 

behalf of my delegation just to state very briefly that, as far as the matter is con- 

cerned which we are discussing now, my delegation takes the same position as the 

delegation of the' United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. My Govern- 

ment, having recognized the People's Republic of China, feels that it would want the 

People's Republic of China to take the seat of China both in this specialized agency 

and in other international agencies. This happens to be a technical organization not 

dealing with political matters, and that, of course, makes the necessity of the 

People's Republic joining us even stronger, because it is quite obvious that, tech- 

nically speaking, this organization cannot fulfil its task as long as the most 

populous country of the world is outside it. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr Evang. I call upon the delegate of China to come 

to the rostrum. 
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Dr LOO (China); Mr President, fellow delegates, it is indeed regrettable that we 

should hear once again the statements made against the representation of my Government 

at this very opening meeting of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. As the rep- 

resentative of the Republic of China, I should like to state that my Government is the 

only legitimate Government of China, recognized by the majority of the governments 

represented here today. It is based on the Constitution of the Republic of China, 

adopted by the elected representatives of the Chinese people, living on the mainland, 

in the Province of Taiwan and overseas It has been an active Member of the United 

Nations since its founding and has been represented in all of its subsidiary units. 

It may be recalled that my Government together with the Government of Brazil were the 

two countries which jointly proposed the establishment of the World Health Organization. 

On the other hand, I wish to remind the Assembly that the Chinese Communist régime, 

condemned by the United Nations during the Korean War as an aggressor, still remains 

an aggressor. In the short years since it seized power on the Chinese mainland, it 

has defied all standards of international conduct and violated every concept of 

humanity and fundamental freedom. Its series of crimes stand condemned in the 

records of the United Nations. Such a régime certainly has no right to represent 

the people of China and to participate in the work of this organization. 

The PRESIDENT: I invite the delegate of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

to the rostrum. 

Dr KURASHOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (translation from the Russian): 

Mr President; ladies and gentlemen, in connexion with the report of the Committee on 

Credentials put forward for our consideration, the Soviet delegation wishes to make 

the following statement. 
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The delegation of the Soviet Union will vote for the acceptance of the report 

of the Committee on Credentials, but the affirmative vote on this report of our 

delegation will not mean any change in our position regarding the representation of 

China both here at the Thirteenth Health Assembly and in the World Health Organization 

in general. The Soviet Union delegation considers intolerable a position in which 

one of the great world powers - China - is not represented at this World Health 

Assembly, its rightful place being occupied here by Chiang- Kai -Shek supporters, 

private persons who represent no one but themselves. 

IF it possible to think and speak seriously of the universality of our organization, 

of its world -wide character, if one of the largest States in the world, the People's 

Republic of China in which almost one -quarter of the world's population lives, does 

not take part in WHO's activities? The whole world now sees what truly remarkable 

successes in all spheres of economy, science, culture and health have been achieved 

by the People's Republic of China in the mere ten years of its existence. The 

absence from this hall of representatives of the great Chinese ребрlе is detrimental 

to the prestige and activities of the World Health Organization and its Thirteenth 

Assembly. The Soviet Union delegation affirms that only the Government of the 

People's Republic of China and its authorized representatives can represent China and 

speak in the name of China. 

In view of what I have said, the delegation of the Soviet Union protests sharply 

against that part of the report of the Committee on Credentials which speaks of the 

so- called credentials of the Chiang -Kai -Shek supporters. 

I request, Mr President, that this statement of the USSR delegation be included 

in the record of the meeting. 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you. I invite the delegate of Viet Nam to the rostrum. 
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M. BUU -KINH (Viet -Nam) : Monsieur le Président, mes chers collègues, ce n'est 

pas sans une certaine répugnance que nous intervenons dans un débat d'inspiration 

politique qui ne correspond pas aux buts et aux objectifs de notre organisation. 

La question de la représentation de la Chine a été tranchée à de multiples reprises 

par notre organisation ainsi que par toutes les autres organisations internationales. 

Il y a eu à cet égard une jurisprudence immuable et constante. La délégation du 

Viet -Nam est d'avis qu'eu égard aux objectifs de l'Assemьlée ce débat est hors de 

propos. Aussi, efforçons -nous de le dépolitiser autant que possible et de nous 

limiter á, son aspect technique. 

En premier lieu, la vérification des pouvoirs est une opération d'ordre formel 

qui consiste simplement à déterminer si les pouvoirs sont en bonne et due forme. 

La Commission de Vérification des Pouvoirs dépasserait son mandat si elle s'aven- 

turait dans des questions relatives á la légitimité et à l'illégitimité de certains 

gouvernements. 

En second lieu, nous savons tous que, selon notre Constitution, après avoir 

rempli certaines formalités, automatiquement un Membre de l'Organisation des Nations 

Unies est Membre de plein droit de notre organisation. Dans ces conditions, liés 

par notre propre Constitution, nous sommes en présence d'une situation que nous 

n'avons pas le pouvoir de modifier. 

En troisième lieu, il ne nous appartient pas de nous prononcer sur cette 

question; nous faisons partie d'une grande organisation internationale, il est de 

notre devoir de contribuer à son fonctionnement, d'y participer dans le cadre 

de ses attributions en acceptant leurs limites. Dans le système actuel de répar- 

tition des compétences internationales, un organisme est spécialement qualifié 
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pour toutes ces questions d'ordre politique : l'Organisation des Nations Unies, 

Nous savons que, jusqu'à présent, les Nations Unies ne se sont pas prononcées sur 

cette question. Dans ces conditions, il serait étrange que TOMS qui, en vertu 

d'une tradition déjà établie, a affirmé à l'occasion de plusieurs débats qu'elle 

n'était pas une organisation politique, il serait étrange, dis -je, il serait 

anormal que l'OMS prit une décision sur ce problème, car si elle agissait ainsi, 

elle tenterait de dicter son róle à l'Organisation des Nations Unies еlle -méme, 

ce qui serait paradoxal. Le distingué représentant du Secrétaire général de 

l'Organisation des Nations Unies, que nous venons d'applaudir il y a un instant, 

a fait allusion à cette communauté de pensée et d'action entre l'Organisation des 

Nations Unies et notre organisation. 

En évitant d'aborder la question sous son aspect politique, je voudrais surtout 

dépassionner le débat. Je voudrais espérer que ce péché originel n'influencera pas, 

ne pèsera pas sur la suite de nos travaux. L'Assemblée conservera la méme sérénité, 

la méme courtoisie qui jusqu'ici la caractérise, tel est le voeu le plus fervent 

de ma délégation. 

The PRESIDENT: I invite the delegate of Indonesia to the rostrum. 

Dr SOEWONDO (Indonesia): Mr Chairman, distinguished fellow delegates, on 

behalf of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia I want to state here briefly 

that my Government wish that the Chinese People`s Republic should participate in 

the World Health Assembly. The experience gained in a big country with six hundred 

million people would be very beneficial for developing countries like Indonesia, 
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especially in facing public health problems in rural areas, Mr Chairman, would you 

be so kind as to put this brief statement in the record. 

The PRESIDENT: I invite the delegate of Poland to the rostrum. 

Dr BARANSKI (Poland) (translation from the Russian): Mr President, delegates, 

the Polish delegation, which deeply appreciates the work of the Committee on 

Credentials, agrees with its decision and will vote for the acceptance of its 

proposals. 

I should like, however, to draw the attention of the delegates to the fact 

that China, a country of ancient culture and civilization in which lives a quarter 

of the world's population and whose health problems cannot remain outside the sphere 

of WHO's activities, does not have in our organization its own representative, 

authorized by its People's Government. In the interests of our organization we 

should put an end to this anomaly as quickly as possible. 

The PRESIDENT: Does any other delegation wish to speak ? I recognize the 

delegate of Ghana. Are there any other delegations who wish to take the floor ? 

I recognize the delegate of Yugoslavia. Are there any delegations who wish to 

have their names added to the list ? Thank you. 

I invite the delegate of Ghana to take the rostrum. 
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Mr ASUMDA (Ghana): • Mr President, fellow delegates, the Ghana delegation would 

like to support previous statements made on the floor of this Assembly in respect 

of the representation of the People's Republic of China in WHO. We believe, as 

previous speakers have stated, that without the participation of China, with nearly 

six hundred million people, our organization would be defective and incomplete. 

While supporting the report of the Committee on Credentials, we wish this our 

statement to be reccrded. 

The PRESIDENT: I invite the delegate of Yugoslavia to the rostrum. 

Le Dr GERIC (Yougoslavie) : Monsieur le Président, au nom de la délégation de 

la Yougoslavie, je déclare que nous acceptons le rapport de la Commission de 

Vérification des Pouvoirs. 

Mais, sur la question de la représentation de la Chine, nous tenons à faire la 

déclaration suivante : le point de vue de la Yougoslavie concernant la question en 

discussion est déjà bien connu, car la délégation yougoslave, ici mémo comme aux 

autres organisations internationales, l'a déjà bien dit. 

A cette occasion -ci, ma délégation tient à réexprimer l'opinion suivant 

laquelle le Gouvernement de la République populaire de Chine est le seul représentant 

légitime du peuple chinois et que, par conséquent, c'est uniquement le représentant 

de ce gouvernement qui peut représenter la Chine dans notre organisation. 
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The PRESIDENT; As I see no other speakers I would assure those who have spoken - 

there have been thirteen speeches from the rostrum on this subject - that all their 

remarks will find their place in the official record of this Assembly. 

Can _: take it that the report of the Committee on Credentials meets with the 

acceptance of the Assembly? Nemine contradicente. I regard that as an acceptance 

of the report. 

8. ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

ELECTION DE LA COMMISSION DES DESIGNATIONS 

The PRESIDENT: We will now proceed to item 1.3 of the provisional agenda, the 

election of a Committee on Nominations. This item is governed by Rule 23 of the 

Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, which reads as follows: 

The Health Assembly shall elect a Committee on Nominations consisting of 
eighteen delegates of as many Members. 

At the beginning of each regular session the President shall submit to the 

Health Assembly a list consisting of eighteen members to comprise a Committee 
on Nominations. Any Member may propose additions to such list. On the 

basis of such list, as amended by any additions proposed, a vote shall be 

taken in accordance with the provisions of those rules dealing with elections. 

In accordance with this rule, a list of eighteen Members has in fact been drawn 

up, which I will submit to you in a moment. But before I present that list to you, 

I should explain that in compiling it an attempt has been made to give an equitable 

geographical distribution and from that an equitable geographical composition. 

As the Committee on Nominations has, like the Executive Board, to consist of eighteen 

members, I thought that a good way of presenting the Assembly with an equitable 

geographical distribution was to give the Committee on Nominations a membership some- 

what similar - numerically anyway - to that of the Executive Board. In other words, 
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in the list which I am going to propose to you, the distribution by WHO regions is as 

follows Africa - one; the Americas - five; South -East Asia - two; Europe - five; 

Eastern Mediterranean - three; Western Pacific - two. You will notice that this is 

precisely the same geographical distribution as in the Executive Board. 

I will read the list to you in alphabetical order and then I will ask for ob- 

servations and any additions to the list. You will remember that additions to the 

list will require an election by secret ballot of the eighteen who will be designated 

by that ballot. The list is as followst Australia, Bulgaria, Burma, Chile, 

Colombia, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Portugal, 

Switzerland, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and United States of America. 

I invite from the Assembly any observations, or the suggestion of any additional 

names. Persons who wish to make observations or to propose additional names will, 

of course, do so from the rostrum in the ordinary way, 

I cannot hear any observations or detect that any delegation wishes to take the 

floor with a view to proposing additions. In the circumstances I will declare the 

Committee on Nominations elected. It will meet in room VII immediately after the 

adjournment of this plenary meeting. 

As delegates are aware, it is Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 

Assembly which defines the mndate of the Committee on Nominations. This rule, 

which I do not think I need read to you in full, also states that "the proposals of the 

Committee on Nominations shall be communicated to the Health Assembly . , . two hours 

at least before the meeting during which the election is to take place ". I would 

suggest that the Committee on Nominations set about its task at once so that we may 
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hear from it early in the afternoon and have a further plenary meeting, let us say 

hopefully at about four o'clock, and I trust not later than five o'clock. 

That terminates the proceedings this morning. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m. 
La séance est levée á 13 heures. 


