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1. OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN said he was deeply conscious of the great honour conferred on 

him by his election to preside over the Committees deliberations. He trusted 

he would not disappoint the hopes and confidence placed in him. 

The Committee had a challenging prggramme to face at the present Health 

Assembly. After going through the documents and listening to the masterly 

exposition of the situation that had been made by the Chairman of the Executive 

Board and the Director- General, he was convinced that WHO was entering on a very 

critical phase. The Committee's decisions would not only affect the Organization's 

present status but would also determine its growth and potentiality for many years 

to come. All the members, he was sure, fully appreciateddtheir responsibility in 

that respect. And he was equally suve that, however dark and uninviting some 

of the problems might appear, a solution did exist and had to be found. No better 

forum existed for such efforts; the Committee represented a vast store of 

specialized knowledge from a wide variety of environments and that was where its 

chief strength lay. It would be his duty to exploit that source of strength to 

the full and to ensure that every possible consideration was given to differing 

viewpoints. 

He welcomed to the Committee's opening meeting the delegates, alternates and 

advisers of all WHO's Member States and Associate Members, including those which 

had just been admitted to membership and associate membership; the representative$ 

of the Executive Board, of the Secretary- General of the United Nations, of the 

United Nations Technical Assistance Board, of the United Nations Children's Fund 

and of the non -governmental organizations. 
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2. ELECTION OF VICE -CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 2.1 of the Agenda 
(Document A1)/11) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee on Nominations, in its third report 

(document A13 /11), proposed Dr Hourihane (Ireland) and Dr Vera Lamperein (Chile) 

as Vice -Chairman and Rapporteur respectively. 

Decision: Dr Hourihane and Dr Vera Lamperein were elected by acclamation. 

З. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1959: ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.GENERAL 
Item 2.2 of the Agenda (Official Records No. 98) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Assistant Director - General Dr Kaul to make an 

introductory statement on' the work of the divisions for, which he was responsible. 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director- General, said that the Director -General had 

already introduced his Annual Report for 1959 (Official Records No. 98) in plenary 

session. His own remarks would relate specifically to the first five chapters 

of the Report and would be confined to some of the major activities undertaken by 

headquarters. 

The activities of the five divisions under his direction had included the 

convening of 12 expert committees, one study group, and a meeting of the Committee 

on International Quarantine. In addition, the year 1959 had seen intense activity 

in the planning of an expanded research programme. The headquarters staff concerned 

had worked long hours, without additional personnel, to prepare plans and working 

doouments for meetings of scientific groups. In many cases, additional contacts 

with scientists and research workers in many parts of the world had had to be 

established in order to obtain detailed information on work in progress and work 
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that could be promoted in the future. To say that 17 meetings of scientific 

groups had been convened was perhaps not quite expressive of the extent of the 

activities involved in the new global effort. The unfolding of the programme would 

become more apparent when the Committee reviewed, the programme and budget and the 

proposals for future research. 

Chapter 1 dealt with malaria eradication. A special progress report on the 

global malaria eradication programme would °time up for discussion under a separate 

item on the Committeefs. agenda, item 2.5. He would accordingly be brief at the 

present juncture. 

One of the vital needs for the malaria eradication programme was properly 

trained personnel. During the year a total of 16 training courses had been held 

at five different centres and some 250 trainees of all categories, both national 

and international, had received training. 

A ScientificGroup on Malaria Research had been convened by the Director - 

General in November 1959. It had discussed malaria research in relation to 

epidemiology and parasitology, bionomics of malaria vectors, resistance of malaria 

vectors, chemotherapy and insecticides, and research training and exchange of 

scientific information. The Group had agreed that, although the epidemiological 

principles developed by classical malariology were still valid, the use of 

traditional malariometrical indices did not always fulfil the new needs of malaria 

eradication. New concepts required new, refined epidemiological techniques, 

sufficiently sensitive in conditions of disappearing malaria, in the late phases 

of malaria eradication. The development of those new aspects of malaria 

epidemiology was needed, not only for better understanding of the natural history 

of the disease but also for the improvement of existing methods for evaluating the 

eradication programme and for preparatory work, timing and operational procedures. 
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Chapter 2 described the work in communicable diseases. There had been two 

organizational changes during the year. Functions and responsibilities in relation 

to epidemiological intelligence and international quarantine had been transferred 

from the Division of Epidemiology and Statistics to the Division of Communicable 

Diseases. That change reflected the changing concept regarding the control of 

communicable diseases and the role of international quarantine in preventing their 

spread from one of placing barriers in the way of the importation of infection to 

that of eliminating the infection and preventing its dissemination at source. By 

placing the activities of International Quarantine and the administration of the 

International Sanitary Regulations with Communicable Diseases, there would be the 

necessary association for such a change in approach. 

The other organizational change related to the functions and responsibilities 

hitherto carried out by the Tuberculosis Research Office in Copenhagen. There 

had been a gradual process over a number of years towards handing over those 

activities and responsibilities wherever possible to the national authorities in 

the field, and particularly to the Danish Government. The remaining responsibilities 

of the Office, mainly concerned with co- ordination of research in tuberculosis, the 

serVieing of some of the organization's field activities, and the training programme, 

had now been incorporated in the headquarters tuberculosis unit under the Division 

of Communicable Diseases. Although the Office had ceased to exist, none of its 

valuable work had been interrupted or abandoned. The co- ordination of research 

in tuberculosis would come within the general research activities of WHO under 

its developing intensified research programme. 
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The Division of Communicable Diseases had convened four expert committees 

during the year: on leprosy, rabies, tuberculosis, and venereal infections and 

treponematoses. In collaboration with the Division of Environmental Sanitation, 

a meeting of a Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Milk Hygiene had been held. The 

Expert Committees on Leprosy and on Venereal Infections and Treponematoses had been 

holding their first meetings since 1952, and the Expert Committee on Tuberculosis 

its first meeting since 1953, In each case, the Committees had reviewed develop- 

ments during the intervening years and had made recommendations for sh.fting the 

emphasis accordingly, The Expert Committee on Rabies, meeting after an interval 

of three years, had made recommendations on antirabies treatment, diagnosis, and 

preparation of vaccine and serum. 

With a view to the planning of the intensified research programme, meetings 

of scientific groups on tuberculosis research, bilharziasis (mollusoicides and 

chemotherapy), leprosy, trachoma, vaccine research, research on birds as 

disseminators of arthropod -borne viruses, ophthalmological aspects of onchocerciasl$ 

and filariasis, and non -ophthalmological aspects of onchocerciasis, treponematoses 

research, and research on brueella vaccine trials in man had been convened. The 

recommendations made by the groups formed the basis for developing research 

proposals in those fields. 

Problems relating to the treponematoses and venereal diseases that had been 

studied during the year included yaws eradication methods, recrudescences of 

venereal syphilis, increasing incidence of gonorrhoea, emergence of resistance in 

the gonococcus to penicillin, and evidence of an increase in incidence of reaction 

to penicillin. 
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During the year it had become evident, from the studies sponsored by WHO in 

Madras, that domiciliary chemotherapy for pulmonary tuberculosis was of great 

value and could be used as a substitute for the more expensive treatment in sanatoria. 

In influenza, there was reason to believe that the Asian strain could cause natural 

inapparent infection in horses and swine. That fact was of obvious epidemiological 

significance. 

No evidence had yet been found that the use of live attenuated poliovirus 

vaccines administered orally was followed by more cases either of paralysis or of 

ill- defined illnesses. However, before advocating large -scale public health use 

of such vaccines, several problems relating to the consistent production of a safe 

arid effective product would have to be solved. 

Continuing studies on bilharziasis had shown that it was possible to control 

snails, to interrupt transmission, and to bring down the prevalence of the disease, 

b,т economically feasible measures. 

In the field of leprosy, WHO had been increasingly engaged in establishing 

services for the early diagnosis and treatment of cases, since those measures 

could prevent the appearance of deformities in 90 per cent. of cases. Several 

DDS preparations were now becoming available which could be expected to have a 

repository effect of at least one month. 

A guide to the organization of smallpox eradication services had been 

prepared and distributed to interested public health administrations; advice on 

organizing such services and on the production of an effective smallpox vaccine 

had been provided to requesting governments. 
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Chapter 3 described the work done in regard to public health services. Six 

expert committees had been convened during the year on: cancer, mental health 

(epidemiology of mental disorders), organization of medical care (role of hospitals 

in ambulatory, and domiciliary medical care), public health administration (development 

of local health services), food additives (specifications for identity and purity 

of a selected group of food colours - Joint FA0,/WI0 Expert Committee), and teacher 

preparation for health education (Joint WHO/JNESCO Expert Committee), In addition, 

in connexion with research planning, scientific groups on cancer, cardiovascular 

diseases, nutrition and antibiotics had met to review research in progress and make 

recommendations for priorities in future research work, 

A notable feature of the yearls work had been the organization of training 

facilities for nurses and assistance to basic schools of nursing and midwifery. 

Much attention was being given to the problems of nurse administration, and a guide 

to the staffing requirements of nursing services was being prepared. 

The Health Laboratory Services unit had been chiefly concerned with the 

organization of 'a systеn of public health laboratories to serve national health 

services. Technical assistance had been given to nine countries in the matter, 

and standard lists of the chief items of equipment required for different types of 

laboratories had been drawn up. 

The UNIС.it?/WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy had reviewed the scope of 

assistance given by the two bodies in maternal and child health. 

The problems studied in mental health had related to the epidemiology of mental 

disorders and their classification, and to the role of the community mental hospital. 
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In nutrition, collaboration between UNICEF, FAO and WHO had continued in 

regard to the production of protein -rich foods other than milk. Protein mal- 

nutrition, iron deficiency anaemia and the role of malnutrition in diarrhoeal 

diseases had also been investigated. Work had been carried out on the analysis 

and evaluation of the pharmacological and toxicological properties of antimicrobial 

food additives, and WHO had collected information from governments on national 

legislation relating to those and allied food preservatives. 

Under dental health, periodontal disease was being investigated; reports 

indicated that malnutrition and avitaminosis associated with inadequate diet were 

the main predisposing causes. 

Environmental sanitation was dealt with in Chapter 4. During the year an 

Expert Committee on Insecticides had been convened and, as part of the preparation 

of the research programme, two Scientific groups had met, one on research in 

insecticide resistance in vector control and the other on the evaluation and 

testing of insecticides. 

In pursuance of the Health Assembly resolution establishing a Special Account 

for the Community Water Supply Programme (resolution WHА12148), efforts had been 

concentrated on the technical, financial and administrative aspects of water 

supplies for communities, and on emphasizing the need for collaboration between 

the ministries of health and of public works and the financial authorities, in 

order that adequate water supply schemes might be successfully executed. 

In environmental biology, research was being continued into the genetics, 

cytology, biochemistry, physiology and ecology of disease vectors. 
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Chapter 5 related to education and training. A Study Group on the Appraisal 

of Fellowships had been convened during the year, which had discussed the objectives 

of fellowship appraisal, planning and criteria for that purpose, the methods in use 

and aspects that required further investigation. The Group had also suggested 

criteria for assessing the efficacy of fellowships. 

During 1959, the total number of fellowships awarded since the Organization's 

inceptдon had passed the ten thousand mark, The total number of fellowships 

awarded for the period December 1958 to November 1959 had been 1431; 56 per cent. 

had been awarded to physicians, 12 per cent, to nurses and midwi- es, 7 per cent. 

to sanitarians, and 25 per cent, to other health personnel, Some 22 per cent-. of 

the fellowships had gone to women candidates, The subjects. studied were in the 

following proportionsg 60 per cent., public health subjects; 22 per cent., 

epidemiology and communicable diseases; and 18 per çent,, basic medical sciences 

and education 

The main emphasis in education and training had been placed on the training 

of teachers, It was realized that for the permanent strengthening of national 

health services provision had to be made for local teachers capable of training 

national staff to an adequate level. Two types of programme had been set ups 

for teachers with some teaching experience, and for staff with no previous 

teaching experience. 

Dr DOROТXR, Deputy Director -General, reviewed Chapters 6 and 7 of the Report. 

Chapter 6 dealt with medical research. Following the approval of a general 

programme by the Twelfth World Health Assembly, thé Secretariat had devoted its 

efforts in 1959 largely to planning. A number of scientific groups had been 

convened following the Assembly, to draw up a detailed programme in certain subjects 
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and, subsequently, the Director - General had brought together the Advisory Committee 

on Medical Research in October 1959. That Committee had studied a number of 

subjects in detail, and by the beginning of 1960 the Organization had found itself 

in a position to start the execution of a broad programme of medical research. 

There was no need for him to take up more of the Committee's time at the 

present juncture, since it would have an opportunity, under item 2.7 of its agenda, 

to review in detail the intensified programme of medical research, both from the 

standpoint of planning and execution. It would also be possible to come back to 

certain aspects of the 1961 programme under item 2.3 of the agenda: Review and 

Approval of the Programme and Budget Estimates for 1961. It was indeed somewhat 

difficult to distinguish between what had been done in 1959, what was being done 

in 1960, and what would be done in 1961, in respect of an evolving programme of the 

kind. 

The programme on atomic energy and health was again an evolving one. Chapter 7 

gave a very brief description of the work carried out in 1959 in that sphere. The 

programme envisaged for the future would come up for discussion under item 2.3 of 

the agenda and, under item 2.15, the Secretariat would be submitting a document on 

radiation and health, with particular reference to the dangers of ionizing radiations, 

irrespective of source, as instructed by the Executive Board. That document would 

be distributed the following week. 

The Expert Committee on Radiation, meeting in 1959, had discussed medical 

supervision in radiation work, both in industry and in laboratories. Chapter 7 

also gave an indication 0f the activities that were being carried out in co- operation 

with the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, 

with FAO on, in particular, radioactive contamination of food and water, with the 

International Atomic Energy Agency and UNESCO on education and training in nuclear 

science and on radiobiology. 
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Information was also given on Wilts activities in the training of personnel 

in radiation health. Special courses that had been held included one at Saclay, 

France, with the co- operation of the Ecole nationale de la Santé publique and the 

Institut des Sciences et Techniques nucléaires, and another at Harwell, with the 

co- opération of the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority. In addition, an inter- 

regional seminar had been held at Saclay on the public health aspects of radio- 

active waste disposal, for public health administrators, sanitary engineers and 

others who had public health responsibilities in the matter, At the regional 

level, a group of consultants, meeting in Copenhagen, had studied the general public 

health aspects of radiation. 

Lastly, WHO had been able to give limited direct assistance to some countries 

engaged in organizing certain national services. A member of the headquarters 

staff had visited the Sudan, Lebanon and the Syrian province of the United Arab 

Republic, to give advice on the provision of an institute for the treatment of 

cancer by radiotherapy, and on radiation and radiation protection. 

The Secretariat would be glad to answer any questions that might arise during 

the discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr Dorolle and announced that the discussion on the item 

would be opened at the next meeting. 

The meeting rose at 3.25 pm. 


