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1, REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT OF MALARIA ERADICATION PROGRAMME: Item 2.5 of the 

Agenda (Resolutions WHAl2,49 and ЕВ25,R21; Document А13/р&B/15 and Annex) 
(continued) 

Dr НAVROULID IS (Greece) congratulated the Director -General on his detailed 

and eloquent report, particularly with regard to results achieved in malaria 

eradication and the assistance given by WHO to Member States in the implementation 

of the programme. 

Since the last World Health Assembly, Greece had made great progress in the 

eradication of malaria, The disease had been eliminated in a large part of the 

inhabited territory and active surveillance had been intensified, various door -to- 

door surveys of villages having been undertaken, Case - finding had also been 

carried out with regard to rural sanitation, Blood tests had been carried out 

on hospital patients and on out -patients suffering from fever, more than 200 000 

such tests having been made in 1959, 

Other eradication methods in his country could be considered merely as 

auxiliary, Spraying operations had been carried out in only 914 villages and 

insecticides had been used in only 35 urban areas, The recorded cases in 1959 

amounted only to several hundred - an insignificant figure compared with the one 

million cases of a few years previously - and only one death from malaria had been 

recorded, The fact thc..t Greece had one of the lowest mortality rates in the 

world was due in large part to the decrease in malaria and in other diseases 

indirectly affected by it. The use of insecticides had freed his country from a 

great number of diseases which had hitherto been widespread. Those results had 

been achieved in spite of such obstacles as anopheline resistance to insecticides, 

and Greece felt justly proud of the successes which had been achieved in that field, 
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Dr 50E +,d0ND0 (Indonesia) drew attention to the reference in the Directox- 

Genaralfs report to the territory of Netherlands New Guinea, the denomination used 

by the Secretariat that morning in introducing the report. chile not wishing to 

embark on a political dispute, his delegation would like that tеггitoxy to be known 

as West New Guinea. 

He had read the report with interest, and the successes achieved iл other 

countries,, as evidenced in the report and in statement by delegates, were very 

encouraging. In his own country, however, malaria eradication activities were 

nоt proceeding satisfactorily due to lack of adequate trained personnel, housing 

and transport, and to financial difficulties. Those difficulties were desс2lbed 

iц the report. His Government was still giving the highest priority to the 

campaign and he thanked the Director -General and his staff for the excellent report. 

Dr ARREAZA (Venezuela) associated himself with previous speakers in con - 

gratцlating the Director -General and his staff on the work done and the results 

achieved in malaria eradication. 

In his country there had been a marked decrease in the mortality rate for 

malaria. $eyenty -five per cent. of the affected area had been cleared of 

malaria and eradication measures had been undertaken in the tropical zone. He 

emphasized the need of establishing an international register of malaria eгadiса» 

tion, and proposed that a paragraph be added to the draft resolution circulated 

that morning asking the Director -General to prepare an official register of 

those areas where malaria had been eradicated, such a register to be prepared after 

confirmation by an international expert group. 

The СHAIRN N asked the delegate of Venezuela to submit a draft of his proposa l. 
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Dr ARNAUDO (Bulgaria) expressed his government's gratification with the 

successful • work of the Organization in the malaria eradication field and the inclusion 

cf that subject as a high priority in its future programme. With the assistance of 

WHO, national health services were working energetically to carry out malaria 

eradication programmes. His country had achieved good results in that field. 

Until recently malaria had been a very acute problem for the health services in 

Bulgaria, but thanks to the effective measures adopted the disease had been almost 

eradicated. The previous year only 63 cases of malaria had been noted, the majority 

of them having been relapses, and the few new cases having been confined to those 

parts of the country still in the consolidation phase. A programme aiming at 

complete eradication had been initiated in his country, under which every case was 

notified by telegram, the patient being immediately removed to hospital and treated 

free of charge. His delegation realized that the best results could be achieved 

only if malaria eradication programmes were organized on an inter - country basis 

through co- operation. It was hoped that by 1962 malaria would have been entirely 

eradicated from his country. 4 

4 

Dr RITTEY (Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland), commenting upon some of the 

points made by previous speakers, said that while he agreed that at the beginning 

malaria eradication authorities should be autonomous, there were certain dangers in 

such autonomy. Workers in the malaria eradication field must from the outset 

co- operate closely with local medical officers, since the success of the programme 

would depend on their enthusiasm, local knowledge and local prestige. As schemes 

developed they could later perhaps be integrated with other programmes such as that 

for bilharziasis control. 
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Malaria was a compulsorily notifiable disease in his country and a blood 

film was taken from every case notified. He thanked the Organization, and 

particularly the Regional Office, for the beip and advice given to his country, 

which would continue to collaborate fully in the hope that complete eradication 

of the scourge of malaria would be achieved. 

Dr PADILLA (Guatemala) congratulated the Director-General and his staff 

on the excellent report. Thanks to the co- operation of WHO, mortality from 

malaria in his country had decreased by some 90 per cent. and formerly- infested 

areas were now well populated and productive. The eradication of anopheles and 

other insects would have a very good effect on public health services, and his 

delegation considered that provision should also be made for the control of 

other vectors. Malaria eradication operations had in many cases been able to 

reduce the incidence of other diseases. 

Dr AFZAL (Afghanistan) said that malaria was a very important public 

health problem in his country, since that disease existed in almost all areas, 

including mountainous regions. Eradication efforts made by his Government 

had given very good results. In spite of those efforts, however, there were 

still many difficulties to be overcome, particularly that of the need for 

well -trained staff, and the assistance of WHO in that respect would be greatly 

appreciated. 
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Dr COGGESHALL (United States of America) associated himself with previous 

speakers in their tributes to the Director - General and his staff for the Organization's 

work in connexion with the malaria eradication programme. Much remained to be done, 

however, in strengthening the programme and in filling certain gaps, such as the 

lack of uniform guides for surveillance. The reference to the resrch 

programme on the socio- medical aspects of malaria in the report of Dr Kaul was 

encouraging, as was also the programme being carried out in Africa. Training needs 

must be emphasized and the administrative machinery must be improved. He suggested 

that the research programme be intensified for the control not only of malaria but 

also of other diseases. 

Dr TCHOUNGUI (Cameroun) drew attention to the work carried out with the 

assistance of WHO and UNICEF in tropical regions, with particular reference to the 

interruption of transmission obtained by means of residual insecticides. No new 

case of the disease had been observed in the pilot zone, where malaria had previously 

been very prevalent, and no Anopheles funestus or A. gambiae had been observed since 

1957. The eradication zone was being extended, with the co- operation of WHO, with 

the aim of bringing about complete eradication in all forest areas in Cameroun. 

Further assistance of international bodies would be necessary in the future if the 

programme was to be continued. He expressed his Government's appreciation to those 

organizations for their help and congratulated the Director - General on his excellent 

report. 
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Dr YOFE (Israel) joined with other delegations in paying, tribute to the 

report, and expressed his delugationis admiration of those scientists, 

malariologists, and public health experts who had had the courage to put the 

eradication programme before humanity. 

His country had had only 2. few cases of malaria in spite of the arrival of 

hundreds of thousands of immigrants from prevalent areas. 

With regard to the problem of detecting сагхi -rs of long-lasting рara- 

sit, he considered that present methods were not sufficiently reliable. 

All countries must co- operate in seeking a simpler and more effective method. 

He su,_,r;ested that parallel with the technical eradication plans, social, 

economic and community development programmes sгiculг be worked out. By 

introducing the word "eradication'' in place of the -.Word "control" the Organization 

had completely revolutionized public health thinking. 

Dr KENNEDY (New Zealand) asked if it would be possible for data ofi the 

vector status of international airports to be published regularly by CEO. Now 

Zealand was free of vectors and meticulously carried out spraying of international 

aircraft, often to the annoyance of passengers. Authoritative information on 

the subject of vectors might make possible the relaxation of that procedure. 

His Government was convinced that eradication of malaria was so important 

to the health and economy of many countries, to the future possibility of 

combating other vector -borne diseases and to the reputation of the Organization 

in particular, that every effort should be made to speed. the WHO programme. 
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Dr NORMAN- yauiдТL (Federetion of Лi eria) said that the subject was of the 

greatest importance to his country. He congratulated the director of the division 

concerned and his staff on the comprehensive nature and high technical quality of 

the report. le associated himself with the remarks of the delegate of Italy and 

stressed first the problem of anopheline resistance to chlorinated hydrocarbons. 

Although resistance to DDT had not yet been seriously encountered, it was 

gratifying to learn frот the report that the Organization was promoting a 

careful study of new insecticides. His country .ssociatсd itself with that study 

and offered laboratory assistance for research. 

The delegate of Italy had also emphasized the fact that the malaria 

eradication programmes must be carried out with great rapidity. That was only 

possible where the necessary resources of funds and of trained workers were 

available and he hoped that 0 ;could be able to supply the necessary experts and 

technical support, though governments must also play their part in the supply of 

trained teams. 

The question of the evaluation of eradication projects mentioned by the 

delegate of Italy was a vital one. Unless national programmes were properly 

reviewed and assessed by independent bodies a great deal of money might be wasted. 

He hoped therefore that it would be possible for malaria experts to visit the 

countries concerned in order to evaluate their programmes at regular intervals. 

Hе emphasized the importance of the Organization's disseminating the latest 

information on the campaign tо all countries in oоd time. His country would be 

particularly interested in dbtaining quick and: accurate information on the 

medicated salt experiment bein carried out in Northern Ghana. 
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Malaria eradication was a gigantic task and a particularly formidable one 

in Africa south of the Sahara. With the assistance of vн0 his Government hoped 

to conquer that disease, which had a high incidence in his country and was mainly 

responsible for the high infant mortality rate prevailing there. 

Dr CARES (Costa Rica) said that his country had benefited in the past from 

the malaria eradication campaign and particularly needed the Organization's help 

at the present time, when the country was facing a difficult economic situation. 

He therefore asked for assistance so that programmes already started could be 

completed. 

Sir Herbert BROALLEY, United Nations Children's Fund, emphasized the 

interest in and support given by UKICLF to the malaria eradication campaign. 

Two recent reviews of the subject had taken place in that organization's 

Executive Board with the help of reports presented by WK0. Although it had been 

found that longer por kds than had originally been anticipated would be necessary 

in the eradication programme, U IC F would continue its work. Its appropriation 

for the programme had been $ 4 000 000 in 1955, 5- 8 000 000 in 1957 and at present 

stood. at 8 700 000, while the figure for 1960 was expected to be s 10 000 000. 

UNICrF gave assistance in the form of insecticides, equipment etc. and looked 

to WHO for technical assistance and guidance. 

The fact that his Organization had been unable to undertake any new 

commitments in the African region in the field of malaria was not due to lack 

of sympathy, but it had now almost reached the ceiling fixed for its 
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eradication programme. At the last meeting of its 'executive Board, however, 

Africa had had an important place in the discussions, and in the review of the 

whole programme in June 1960 the Board :could consider the possibilities of 

effective aid to new geographical areas, notably Africa. 

Some members of the Board and of the Economic and Social Council had 

considered that UNICEF was perhaps devoting too great a proportion of its 

resources to the malaria eradication campaign, but the Board had nevertheless 

reiterated its desire to proceed with the programme and its intention of 

budgeting й 10 000 000 for the purpose. 

The CНAIRмAN said that the statement just made reflected the interest of 

UNХСIP in the malaria eradication programme. 

Speaking as the delegate of Pakistan, he said that his country's eradication 

scheme was proceeding satisfactorily and would soon have reached the stage when 

help from all available sources would be needed. Не thanked all concerned for 

the help they had already given аnг for their promises for the future. 

The CнА IRL N called on Dr Yaul to deal with the points that had been raised 

in the discussion. 

Dr K U L, Assistant Director-General, 6ecretгry of the Committee on Programme 

and Budget, said he understood that he was not asked to give a full rеviе r of the 

discussion, because many points had been raised and time was limited. Нe would 

make a brief reference to a few points that might need explanation or comment. 
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The discussion in the Committee had been very valuable. It had given the 

Organization some corrections of fact and up -to -date information on what was going 

on. Taken as a whole, it showed that there was the desired concentrated effort of 

all nations to bring about malaria eradication. Some difficulties had been met with, 

but there had been no real stoppage in the development of the programme. Some of 

the statements made had brought out points on which the tools and measures used in 

the malaria eradication campaign should be strengthened, such as the procedures for 

epidemiological evaluation and the best and most economical techniques of carrying 

out the work. Expert committees had given much attention to such questions, and 

the expert committee to be held in 1960 would give special consideration to epi- 

demiological evaluation. 

There had been a suggestion that WHO might provide guide books on methodology 

and on the training of personnel. These questions were already being studied, and 

it was hoped to provide part at least of what had been asked for within a short time. 

The resistance of vectors to insecticides was a constant concern of WHO, and a 

great deal of research was being devoted to the problem; but it was one on which it 

was not possible to produce results quickly. Field work on the question was going 

on in several countries, in some cases with the support of WHO. The questions on 

which further research was called for were being actively investigated, and considera- 

tion was being given to research on epidemiology, on malaria parasites, on the vectors 

and on chemotherapy, and research was being undertaken for therapeutic agents with a 

more lasting effect. It would be necessary to study not only technical questions 

such as these, but also the sociological and economic questions involved. The study 
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of the anopheles vector was part of a large programme in which diseases other than 

malaria were concerned. For that reason, the study of that vector had received 

the most attention, but other vectors were being observed. The proposals to study 

principles and methods of certifying that an area was free from malaria were hearten- 

ing. They showed that many countries had the conviction that they could not only 

eradicate malaria, but prove that it had been eradicated. Similar proposals had 

been put up at a recent meeting of the Executive Committee of the Pan American Health 

Organization. 

There had been a request that data should be made available about vectors present 

on international airports. That question had not yet been closely studied, but 

some information had been collected, and the Secretariat was considering the possi- 

bility of publishing whatever of it might be useful to governments. 

The CHAIRMAN said that that completed the programme part of the item. There 

were two resolutions before the Committee, which were set out in papers А13 /Р&В/WР /4 

and А13 /Р&B/WР /5. To the second of those the delegation of Venezuela had suggested 

the addition of a paragraph. These resolutions would be shortly circulated and, in 

the meantime, there would be a short recess. 

The meeting adjourned at 4.15 p.m. and resumed at 4.45 p.m. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the Committee the resolution submitted by the delegation of 

Guatemala in paper А13 /Р&В/WР /4. He assumed that the resolution might be taken as 

read and asked for any comments. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 
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The CHAIRMAN then put to the Committee the draft resolution contained in paper 

А13 /Р&В/WР /5, and informed the Committee that the delegation of Venezuela had pro- 

posed to add to that resolution a new paragraph reading as follows: 

REQUESTS the Director -General to establish an official registration 

and listing of areas in which malaria eradication has been achieved and 

certified after evaluation and inspection by a 'I0 inspector. 

That would be added to the original resolution as paragraph 5. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted as amended. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the members of the Committee for their response to his 

appeal, which had made it possible to complete the work almost in record time. He 

now had pleasure in passing the Chair to the Chairman of the Committee on Administra- 

tion, Finance and Legal Matters. 

Dr ВUSТАМАNТЕ took the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he felt it a great honour to preside over the joint 

meeting of the two committees, and thanked Dr Afridi for the good work that had been 

done in the first stages of the meeting. The General Committee of the Assembly had 

decided that this should be a joint meeting of the two main committees, and those 

present had heard what good work had been and was being done in the programme of 

malaria eradication. The Committee was now faced with the less agreeable task of 

financing that good work. 

2. MALARIA ERADICATION SPECIAL ACCOUNT: Item 3.16 of the Agenda (Resolutions 

WHAl2.15 and ЕВ2k.R25; Official Records No. 99, Resolution EВ25.R19; 
Documents A13 /AFL /2)F and Add.l) 

The CHAIRMAN called the attention of the Committee to the relevant documents and 

asked the Secretary of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters to 

introduce the item. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director -Genera., Secretary of the Committee on Admini- 

stration, Finance and Legal Matters, suggested that it was a unique situation to be 

dealing at that stage with financing a programme which had already been discussed and 

fully considered, in particular with regard to the ability of WHO to carry out the 

programme effectively. The only element lacking to a successful prosecution of the 

programme was adequate financing. The funds necessary to secure the effective com- 

pletion of the programme were not available, and there was no indication on the record 

to ensure that the programme would be carried out under the method that had been 

established by the World Health Assembly, that is, by voluntary contributions from 

governments and other sources. 

That was one of the cold, hard facts of life. The Committee would have care- 

fully to consider what additional steps would be needed to ensure the effective com- 

pletion of the programme. The paper А13 /AFL /24 was intended to report to the Assembly 

all the steps that had been taken since the Twelfth World Health Assembly to implement 

the resolution that that Assembly had adopted, and to set out the progress that had 

been made in obtaining further contributions. The paper set out the position as. at 

the end of April 1960. He would supplement that paper with information that four 

more pledges had been received. The contributors concerned and the amounts were as 

follows: Ghana, $ 2800; China, $ 4134; Czechoslovakia, $ 34 722; and the Shell 

Petroleum Company, $ 16 800. The Government of Bulgaria also had since paid a con- 

tribution of $ 2206. 

The total number of countries which had made or pledged contributions was 45. 

Of these, 32 had pledged or contributed once, nine had pledged or contributed twice, 

two had pledged or contributed three times, and two had pledged or contributed four 

times. 



A13 /P&в /АFL/Мin /2 

page 15 

During 1959 the number of contributors to the Malaria Eradication Special Account 

had approximately doubled. It was evident, from the document before the Committee, 

that many countries had now contributed or pledged amounts considerably greater than 

their previous undertakings. That result was encouraging, but efforts must still be 

increased to double again the number of contributors and more than double the amount. 

Only in the current month, that was, well into the second quarter of the year, was it 

possible to feel some assurance that funds would be available to carry out the pro- 

gramme planned for the full year 1960. All would agree that it was not practical or 

effective to try to carry out a programme without assurance that funds would be 

available to complete it. It was not possible to plan effectively a programme which 

was inadequately financed by fits and starts. 

He thought it might be interesting to look at some of the contributions that had 

been made in recent months. Some contributors had increased their contributions ten 

times, and some twenty times. The increase for Denmark would be particularly noted. 

Other Members had said that their parliaments had been requested to authorize further 

contributions, some of them substantial increases. Such initiatives would help to 

provide the necessary momentum for obtaining more contributions, especially from 

those countries that were more developed economically. 

At the present time there were no funds at all to finance the programme that had 

been planned for 1961. Important steps were therefore necessary in the concluding 

months of the current year to provide funds for the 1961 programme. 
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Dr FRANDSEN (Denmark) thanked the Director -General for the planning and 

conduct of the malaria eradication programme. It had been some time before his 

country had accepted malaria eradication as a problem which affected Denmark, and 

until recently his Government had felt satisfied that it had done its part by a 

comparatively small contribution of $ 10 000. The reports that since then had been 

received of the good work that was being done in the programme - and of the large 

contributions made by the Government of the United States of America - had changed 

that attitude. In December 1959 the Assistant Director -General, Mr Siegel, had 

visited Denmark and had explained the need for rapid action on a wide front, which 

would call for larger contributions to the Special Account. Campaigns in the press 

and by radio had aroused public interest and as a result an appropriation had been 

voted for 1960 and paid on 2 May. 

Complete eradication of malaria was necessary not only to relieve those 

suffering from the disease but also to safeguard the prestige of the World Health 

Organization. All delegations were responsible for the undertaking of the campaign. 

Much of its cost was borne by the countries in which malaria was present, but much 

more was urgently required and WHO did not have the funds to do its part. He 

thought therefore that delegates should, on return, appeal to their parliaments for 

further contributions. 

Dr DOUBEK (Czechoslovakia) said that the Government of Czechoslovakia 

recognized that malaria was the most important disease in the world and had 
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therefore decided to support the programme of eradication and to contribute the 

sum of 250 000 Czech crowns. To meet the requirements of the Organization that 

contribution would be provided in the form of supplies or equipment to be used 

for malaria eradication. Various types of DDT were available in Czechoslovakia 

and, to assist in areas in which the vector was resistant to DDT, it would be 

possible to supply products containing lindane. Different types of spraying 

equipment manufactured in Czechoslovakia could also be supplied. 

Professor PESONEN (Finland) said that, as was shown in paragraph 3.1 (b) 

of the document before the Committee, three Scandinavian countries had made 

co.tributions in order to help the Director -General to keep the programme 

running. The Government of Finland had decided to ask Parliament to contribute 

the equivalent of US$ 73 200. That sum was included in the supplementary 

budget proposal for 1960 and his Government hoped soon to be able to let the 

Director -General know that the proposal had been approved. The amount had been 

' calculated from the contribution of another Scandinavian country by reference to 

the proportionate contributions of the two countries in the United Nations scale 

of assessment, He hoped that governments that had not yet contributed to the 

Special Account would follow that example. The programme of malaria eradication 

was of the first importance to the prestige of WHO and to all those countries that 

had accepted the policy of malaria eradication; all Member States were responsible, 

whether they had malaria in their country or not. Therefore his delegation would 

support all efforts of the Director -General to make it possible for the ultimate 

goal to be reached. 
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Dr ROBERTSON (Ghana) said that his delegation approved the efforts that had 

been made by the Director- General to provide funds for malaria eradication and 

therefore supported the appeal for funds that was now being made, in order that 

the campaign of eradication might be vigorously pursued and intensified. If the 

programme were now halted, most of the money that had been spent by governments 

of countries in which malaria was present would be wasted, because success in 

eradication depended on general support. Malaria in one country was a danger to 

other parts of the world. His delegation paid a particular tribute to the 

Government of the United States of America for its generous contribution, made 

after that country had freed itself of malaria by the efforts in particular of 

Dr Williams of the United States Public Health Service. His delegation trusted 

that countries in which malaria was not a pudic health problem would contribute 

to the Special Account, and thought it disturbing that some of the countries 

more advanced economically had not contributed. In particular it was noted 

that no colonial power was giving support, and the Committee should be given an 

opportunity of knowing why contributions to the Special Account were not forth- 

coming. 

It was now necessary to discuss ways and means of raising funds for the 

adequate financing of the eradication programme. His delegation thought that 

the task of the Organization could be lightened if all delegations on return 

home would raise the problem with their governments. 
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Dr ALVAREZ FUERTES (Mexico) mentioned the progress achieved in the campaign 

of malaria eradication which had been under way in Mexico for four years. 

Technical and practical changes in the running of the programme had been 

necessary and had made a considerable increase in the cost. It had been 

necessary to expand the programme, to provide more staff and to test new 

insecticides to deal with problems of resistance. There was also increased 

cost because salaries of the staff working in the campaign had been increased. 

The President of the Republic had always supported all methods to carry 

out the eradication programme. In 1957 the Government of Mexico had started 

the programme with 20 million pesos and in 1960 the sum had been increased to 

70 million - over three times the original figure. The Government of Mexico 

had thus had heavy expenditure in its campaign and for that reason it could not 

contribute to the Special Account because any scattering of its financial 

resources would impede its own programme. 

Dr ALAN (Turkey) said that all delegations were unanimous that the 

programme of malaria eradication was of the first importance and that it should 

be carried out in the shortest possible time. The Director -General's report 

showed that he was making every possible effort to get contributions to the 

Malaria Eradication Special Account. Financial difficulties nevertheless 

persisted and he had been obliged to insert in the regular budget provision 

for malaria eradication. Turkey therefore supported the pleas that had been 

made for more support to the Malaria Eradication Special Account. His 

delegation wished to thank those who had contributed to the Account and those 

who had promised contributions. 
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Dr COGGESHALL (United States of America) thought that the position of the 

United States had been made very clear by what Dr Burney had said in the plenary 

meeting. The malaria eradication programme was probably the most important 

programme that would ever be undertaken by the Organization. Ee agreed with the 

previous speaker who had said that the reputation rather than the prestige of the 

Organization was involved. 

If delegates had been dissatisfied with the work done in this programme, if 

they had been dissatisfied with the efforts of the staff to secure more funds, that 

would be a different situation, but that was not the case. The programme was 

accepted and the problem was to finance it. In the United States of America the 

people were "sold on" the programme and they were grateful to those delegates who, 

at the Health Assembly two years ago in Minneapolis, had explained its importance 

and the efforts that had to be made. As the Committee would know, however, there 

would be a change of government next year in the United States. The government 

departments concerned would do everything to ensure a continuance of contributions, 

but there was a possibility that their efforts would not succeed in face of a 4 

possible campaign for economy. His delegation appreciated the generosity of those 

others who had contributed to the Special Account and supported the resolution that 

the Assembly had a responsibility to ensure successful completion of the campaign. 

As the Director - General had said, if it was not possible to finance the programme 

from the Special Account it would be necessary to include malaria eradication in 

the regular budget; but his delegation thought that a better way could be found. 
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The DIRECTOR- GENERAL felt that his statement in the plenary meeting had made 

the situation, as it appeared to him, very clear; he had also made statements in 

previous Assemblies. He therefore hesitated to speak again, but facts must be 

faced. The discussions earlier in the day would facilitate an answer to the 

question of whether or not the Assembly wanted a malaria eradication programme. 

The decision to initiate such a programme had been taken five years earlier, at 

the Eighth World Health Assembly. During those five years the Organization had 

done its best, first to build up such a programme and secondly to find ways and 

means of financing it. 

It was now 1960, and it was still not entirely clear what some countries 

thought should be done. If it was the unanimous wish of the Assembly that malaria 

eradication should proceed, some way of financing the programme must be found. 

The time had passed for speaking of the Technical Assistance programme, UNICEF, 

the Special Fund, and so on. UNICEF was giving as much for malaria eradication 

as it could give and for that WHO should be grateful; no more could be expected 

from the Technical Assistance programme at its present level of operation, either 

for health work or for malaria work; and malaria eradication was outside the scope 

of the Special Fund. In the circumstances it was, he submitted, not possible for 

a government to say that it need not contribute to the Malaria Eradication Special 

Account because it was contributing to those other funds. 

There were, he believed, some governments who were against special accounts 

on principle. They should perhaps propose some other solution, since the Assembly 

had declared itself in favour of continuing the work. 

He had the impression that many countries would not be happy about a decision 

to budget for the money required in the regular budget; they also should therefore 

come forward with a solution to the problem. The accusation could easily be made 
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that there was something wrong with an organization which could not find funds for 

a malaria eradication programme towards which all the countries of the world were 

so well disposed,. 

In Ж s efforts to obtain contributions for the Special Account he had had 

some heartening experiences, Hе had been able to bring the matter directly before 

the President of the United States, a country which was contributing more than 

90 per cent, of the Special Account, It was difficult for any government to justify 

to its parliament such a contribution towards a programme which it was the general 

wish of the world to have, but for which other countries were not paying. On his 

visit to the Soviet Union he had been received by Mr Mikoyan, First Vice -Chairman 

of the Council of Ministers. He thought the Organization oould expect to receive, 

as it had already received, substantial aid from those governments. On other 

occasions he had not been so fortunate as to discuss the matter at the highest level. 

Speeches made that morning and in the afternoon by delegates and representatives 

from countries belonging to various communities of ccuntries showed a great concern 

for the problems of malaria eradication, It seemed advisable to him that those 

countries should bring the matter, including the importance of adequate financial 

support on the international plane, to the attention of the governments of the 

other countries within their respective communities. They should inform those 

governments at the highest possible level of the situatton as the problem could 

not be solv0d sn.less the economically more developed countries were prepared to 

contribute. 
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Of the ten main contributors to the regular budget, one had contributed more 

than 90 per cent. of the amount in the Special Account, two had not contributed at 

all, five had made relatively small contributions, and two had promised to contribute. 

If there was no change in this picture by the next World Health Assembly, that 

Assembly would certainly be faced with the problem of how to finance the programme. 

Although the Assistant Director -General had stated that there was enough money to 

carry on the work in 1960, he would remind the meeting that more than $ 600 000 

worth of projects in the African Region had had to be postponed to 1961. Thus 

the picture even in 1960 was not really satisfactory: the campaign was having to 

be delayed for financial reasons. 

As had been repeatedly stated at the present Assembly, the malaria eradication 

programme had reached the point of no return. The governments of the world could 

not afford not to proceed with it. The money which governments that were not 

contributing to the Special Account were investing in their own countries for anti - 

malaria work would be wasted if other countries could not be helped to do the same. 

All the other difficulties in the campaign could be solved if the Assembly could 

find a solution to the financial problem. 

With regard to the possibility of transferring the malaria eradication campaign 

to the regular budget, ho would recall the position of Denmark. That country, one 

of the first to contribute substantially to the Special Account, if assessed under 

the regular budget would have to pay only one -third of what it was offering 

voluntarily. Finland and Norway too, if they were to contribute to the Special 

Account as promised, would give three times the amount for which they would be 

assessed. Similarly an assessment of the United States of America would be less 

than its present voluntary contribution. 
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He himself believed that malaria eradication - which demanded an extra effort 

of relatively short duration - shoцld not disturb the normal balanced development 

of the Organization's programme by being transferred to the regular budget. The 

time would come when, even if total eradication were not achieved, the work could 

be carried on the regular budget without disturbing its balance. It was essential 

that governments should remember this and realize that the Malaria Eradication 

Special Account was not comparable to other special funds, the duration of which 

was indefinite. Malaria eradication was limited in time: he was not claiming that 

the disease would be eradicated from the world in a specific number of years, but he 

did believe that it would be eradicated from large parts of it, and that whatever 

problem remained could be met from the regular budget. The time required must be 

counted from the beginning of an effective programme, not from the date of the 

decision of the Health Assembly. Malaria would be eradicated not by the decision 

of the Assembly but by the actual work carried out in the field. 

The problem was serious and he had put the position to the meeting frankly 

because it was his belief that, if the Organization did not succeed in the intervening 

months in rousing the interest of those governments which could afford to give money 

for malaria eradication, the Fourteenth World Health Assembly next year would be 

faced with a very serious problem indeed. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee had heard the various statements made at 

that session and had before them a resolution in paper А13 /АFL/WР /8, which was a 

draft resolution to facilitate the discussions. If the Committee desired, he 

would have the resolution read by the Rapporteur. 
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Mr 7FUTHEN (Denmark), Rapporteur, read the draft resolution as follows: 

"The Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 

Having reviewed the report of the Director -General on the Malaria 

Eradication Special Account;1 

Having considered resolution EB25.R19 of the Executive Board;2 

Having noted that up to the present time voluntary contributions to 

the Special Account have not been fsrthcoming in sufficient amounts to ensure 

the continued financing of the programme in the way envisaged by the decision 

of the Eighth World Health Assembly;3 

Bearing in mind that malaria eradication is an urgent programme limited 

in time, which will probably require assistance from the Special Account for 

several years, after which time the problem should be so reduced that 

completion of the task could be financed by the governments concerned, with 

some assistance, if necessary, from the regular budget of the Organization; 

Aware of the ever - growing understanding that the eradication of malaria 

is of paramount importance for the general health, social and economic 

advancement of the malarious countries and the prosperity of the world 

community as a whole, 

1. THANKS those donors whose contributions to the Malaria Eradication 

Special Account have made it possible to finance the programme to date; 

2. ENDORSES the action taken by the Executive Board and the Director -General 

as described in t,'Ze Director -General's Report; 

1 
Document A13 /AFL /2k 

2 Off. Ree. W1d 11th Org. 99, page 9 

3 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th edition, page 25 
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З. • СОММENDS the Director -General, his special representatives and his staff 

for the energetic efforts which they have made to secure additional contributions 

to the Special Account, as requested by the World Health Assembly; 

4. CONSIDERS that a stage has definitely been reached when the financing 

of the Organization's eradication operations through the Malaria Eradication 

Special Account on a voluntary basis will no longer be possible without the 

full support of all the economically more privileged countries of the world; 

5. NOTES with gratification that important initiative has been taken recently 

by a number of countries with a view to contributing substantially to the 

Special Account and encouraging other countries to support it; 

6. EXPRESSES the hope that other economically more advanced countries will 

soon join in this endeavour and will, in the light of the detailed programme 

plans and related costs and considering the results achieved to date, make 

substantial contributions in order to provide resources to enable the World 

Health Organization to give the assistance needed by the less -developed countries, 

which are already investing considerable sums for their malaria eradication 

programmes; 

7. CALLS the attention of Member States to the need for support from individual 

governments in the effort to obtain contributions from industry or the general 

public; 

8. CONSIDERS that continuing efforts should be made to finance the malaria 

eradication programme on a voluntary basis and reiterates its appeal to Member 

States, and to foundations, industry, labour organizations, institutions and 

individuals to contribute to the Malaria Eradication Special Account; 

9. REQUESTS the Director- General to report to the Fourteenth World Health 

Assembly on the situation; and 
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10. DECIDES to reappraise the financial situation of the Malaria Eradication 

Special Account at the Fourteenth World Health Assembly and, should sufficient 

contributions not be forthcoming, to consider appropriate measures to ensure 

the financing of the programme." 

Decision: The draft resolution was approved without comment. 

The meeting rose at 5.50 p.m. 


