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WQRID HEALTH YEAR 

The Director-General has just received from the Secretary General of the 
Inter-Parliar.ientary Union a comraunication dated 12 May I960 dealing with the World 
Health Year. 

The Director-General thinks it appropriate to bring this communication to the 
I attention of the Assembly for its information. 

"At the request of the Social Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union, I have the honour to communicate to you the text of a Decision which 
was unanimously adopted by the Inter -Pari iamentary Council at its 86th 
session held in .Athens on April 23 and 24, I960. 

Objectives and Possible Achievements of a World Health Year 

The Inter-Parliamentary Council, 

Urges the orld Health Organization to institute a World Health 
Year at an appropriate date, 

Calls upon all National Groups to demand, that their Governments 
give financial assistance in order that the prevention and treatment 

) of diseases and research into their causes be carried out according 
to plans formulated and administered by the World Health Organization. 

You will recall that our Council took action on this question for the 
first time in 1959 when a Decision xras adopted on the possible organization 
of an international public health and medical research year. This was 
communicated to you in my letter of April 14, 1959. 

During the Social Committee's debate in Athens, regret was expressed 
by the British delegate that the World Health Organization had not been able 
to be represented, at the Committee's discussions. For your personal 
information, I am enclosing a copy of the Minutes, 

On behalf of the President of the Council, I should be grateful if you 
could arrange to have the text of the Decision quoted above circulated to 
all delegations attending the Thirteenth World Health Assembly," 


