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In resolution EB25.R681 on International Encouragement of Scientific Research • into the Control of Cancerous Diseases, the Executive Board decided to transmit to 

the Health Assembly the Director -General's report on this subject. This report is 

reproduced as an annex to the present document. 

The Executive Board further requested the Director -General to study with the 

Secretary -General of the United Nations the best way in which to award the prizes 

mentioned in resolution 1398(XIV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

and to report thereon to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

In pursuance of these instructions, the Director - General communicated 

resolution EB25.R68 to the Secretary - General of the United Nations on 22 February 

1960. Preliminary conversations of an exploratory nature were held toward the end 

of the same month with a senior representative of the Secretary -General, concerning • the best way in which to award the prizes. No definite agreement has yet been 

reached, and further developments, if any, will be reported in an addendum to this 

document. 

1 Official kecords, No. 99, page 31 
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International Encouragement of Scientific Research into 

the Control of Cancerous Diseases 

The Director -General has the honour to bring to the attention of the Board the 

resolution adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at its fourteenth 

session on 20 November 1959 concerning international encouragement of scientific 

research into the control of cancerous diseases. 

The relevant excerpts of the reports of the Third Committee of the General 

Assembly and of the Fifth Committee are also presented in this connexion. 

T. "Resolution 1398 (XIV): International encouragement of scientific 

. research into the control of cancerous diseases 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that cancerous diseases are at present among the diseases most 

dangerous to mankind, 

Recognizing the general desire of all mankind to eliminate wide- spread 
cancerous diseases, 

Noting with approval the useful work carried out by the World Health 
Organization, the International Union against Cancer and national organizations 
for the control of cancerous diseases, 

Recognizing further that the national and international efforts so far 

undertaken for the control of cancerous diseases have not yielded sufficiently 

effective results, 

Wishing to encourage further scientific efforts in this field in all 

countries and international institutions, 

1. Decides to institute suitable prizes of a total value of $ 100 000 - 

the prizes to be known as United Nations prizes - to be awarded for the most 

outstanding scientific research work in the causes and control of cancerous 

diseases, and requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the awarding of 

the prizes during the next four years, on the recommendation of the World Health 

Organization, and to renew this award periodically as long as it is considered 

necessary; 

2. Invites the World Health Organization to consider, in accordance with 
article IV of the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Health 

Organization, what further steps may be taken to encourage efforts in the field 

of the control of cancerous diseases; 

3. Also invites the World Health Organization to seek the full support 
and scientific advice of the International Union against Cancer for this purpose; 

4. Requests the World Health Organization to inform the United Nations 
General Assembly as soon as possible of the progress achieved in the control of 
Cancerous diRRanpA_�� 
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II. Excerats from the Report of the Third Committee) 

4. The representative of the Byelorussian SSR opened the debate by 
introducing the revised draft resolution submitted by his delegation 
(А /C.3 /L,772 /нev.l). He stated that, despite the efforts of generations 
of scientists, the causes of cancerous diseases were still unknown and 
no effective methods of treatment had been found. In a large number of 
countries, they were second only to cardiovascular diseases as a cause of 
death. The mortality rates for those diseases had risen from 64 per 
100 000 in 1900 to 147 per 100 000 in 1955.. At the present time, 
approximately 5 million of the world's inhabitants were suffering from 
cancerous diseases. Although cancer affected mainly the middle -aged 
and the elderly, it was now appearing to an increasing degree among 
younger age groups. 

5. He referred to measures taken in the Soviet Union and the United 
States with regard to control of cancer and expressed his belief that 
joint efforts on the part of scientists from all countries were called 

for in the fight against cancer. 

6. The causes of cancer were still unknown. The virus theory had 

not been corroborated by the discovery of any causative viral agent in 

man. A most important means of shedding light on the causes of 

cancerous diseases was a study of their characteristics by countries 
and of the relationship between particular types of cancerous tumours 
and geographical, climatic, occupational and other factors. The lower 
mortality rate for cancer found in the under -developed countries could 
be explained in terms of incomplete assessment of causes of death by the 

inadequately developed medical and health services of those countries. 
One of the important tasks of the new science of medical geography would 
be to prepare maps showing the distribution of cancer throughout the world 
and to carry out regional studies. 

7, The representative of the Byelorussian SSR commended the efforts 

of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the International Union against 

Cancer, but felt that it would be desirable that both organizations, in 

their long -range programmes, should intensify co- ordination of scientific 

research plans and should organize exchanges of information and experience 

through visits of outstanding medical cancer specialists. 

8. He did not believe that the expenditure of $ 100 000 every four years, 

as proposed in the draft resolution, would give rise to any difficulties. 

While the greatest reward for any scientist responsible for advances in 

cancer research would be the gratitude and recognition of all mankind, the 

prizes provided for would represent a concrete manifestation of that 

recognition. 

1 United Nations Document А/4279 
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9. He knew that some delegations felt that the matter of cancer control was 

one which properly belonged to WHO. However, the problem was so urgent and 

important that only an organization with the authority of the United Nations 

could deal with it. 

" 
• • ь 

• • • 

11. Many speakers congratulated the Byelorussian delegation on its humanitarian 
initiative. It was also pointed out that much time and money was being wasted 

as a result of unsatisfactory co- ordination of the research undertaken in various 

countries. Cancer- control campaigns had already been organized in a number of 
countries. It was felt that every national action should be encouraged and 
supplemented by an international effort. 

12. Several speakers drew attention to the fact that WHO had been concerned 
with the question for many years, and that, in its work, it co- operated with 
such specialized agencies as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) and the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) and with various scientific organizations. It was 

recalled that a proposal had been adopted at the Eleventh World Health Assembly 
that an extensive examination be made of the role of WHO in medical and health 
research. 

"The report which had followed contained, inter аliа, certain recommendations 
for increasing the world research potential against cancer. Considerable 
contributions had been subsequently made to the special account for medical 
research in order to enable WHO to give additional impetus to the intensified 
research programme. 

13• Some delegations pointed out that WHO should be given the principal 
responsibility for action in the field referred to in the Byelorussian draft 
resolution, and that the International Union against Cancer could not be placed 
on an equal footing with it. It was also argued that the General Assembly should 
not, in the form of a resolution, express its views on the subject of activities 
within the purview of a specialized agency, unless that agency had clearly failed 
in the performance of its tasks. The need for consultation and proper co- ordinatio) 
between the United Nations and the specialized agencies was also stressed. 

14. Some speakers questioned the awarding of prizes as the best way to encourage 
the efforts of scientists. It was suggested that the money could be employed 
rather for the purchase of equipment or the provision of fellowships. Others 
felt, however, that the prized would draw public attention to the work of the 
scientists and to the non -political activities of the United Nations. 

15. The representative of WHO reviewed the position of his Organization in the 
campaign against cancer. In its early days, WHO had confined its work on cancer 
mainly to the granting of fellowships for advanced study abroad and to the 
preparation of certain statistical studies. It had also recommended standard 
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definitions, nomenclatures and classifications, and had promoted the adoption 

of common techniques of diagnosis acid treatment. The assessment of the 

results of the different treatments of cancer - surgi ̂.a1, radiological and 

others - had likewise received attention. This was followed by 

recommendations concerning the establishment of certain national laboratories 

as reference laboratories. He recalled that UNESCO had undertaken inter- 

national programmes of research into physical, chemical and biological 

phenomena of cell growth. WHO co- operated actively also with the Inter- 

national Union against Cancer and the International Congress on Radiology. 

In March 1959 a special scientific group on cancer research, convened by the 

Director -General of WHO, haci outlined certain areas where cancer research 

could be advanced by multinational or international action with WHO serving 

as the central point. The experts had suggested that co- o3inated studies 
should be made on all agents suspected of causing cancer. A research 
programme, based on the recommendations of twenty -one such groups convened 

by the Director -General, had been approved by the Twelfth World Health 
Assembly. A sum of $ 500 000 had been added to the 1960 regular budget 
for the programme and a special account had been established to enable WHO 

to accept voluntary contributions. 

"16. The representative of the Secretary-General stated that it was for the 
Third Committee to decide whether it wished to recommend the award of prizes 
to encourage scientific research into the control of cancerous diseases, or 
whether it preferred to refer the proposal now before it to WHO. The 
Secretary- General saw no objection to establishing United Nations prizes for 
that purpose, provided that the responsibility of deciding to whom they 
should be awarded was entrusted to WHO. The question of the financial 
implications would have to be dealt with by the Fifth Committee, which might 
prefer that the proposed amount of $ 100 000 be kept in a special account 
rather than be included in the regular budget of the United Nations. Hе 
added that the Fifth Committee might consider it an unusual procedure to 
make the funds for the prizes available to WHO, since that Organization's 
financial resources, like those of the United Nations, were provided by 
contributions from Member States. 

n 

The Third Committee made several amendments to the original text proposed by the 

Byelorussian delegation and recommended by 60 votes to none with 15 abstentions the 

adoption of the resolution, as amended, by the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly, having made a slight verbal change, approved the 

resolution as set out in section I above by 68 votes to none with 13 abstentions. 
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III. Excerpt from the Report of the Fifth Committee) 

u 

2. A note by the Secretary- General (А/C.5/805) indicated: 

(a) that no expenditure would arise in 1960; 

(b) that the Secretary -General proposed to submit suggestions for 

alternative methods of financing to the General Assembly at its 
next session; and 

(c) that the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions concurred in the approach outlined in the Secretary - 
General's note (А/с.5/80)). 

3. The Fifth Committee decided to inform the General Assembly that the 
adoption of the draft resolution submitted by the Third Committee 
(А/4279, para. 2)) would not give rise to expenditure in 1960, and 
that the Secretary- General would present to the Assembly at its 
fifteenth session suggestions for alternative methods of financing 
the awards mentioned in operative paragraph 1 of the proposed text." 

1 United Nations Document A/4289 
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(Additional Information) 

1. Introduction 

Since the preparation and distribution of A13 /P&B /13, dealing with the award 

of prizes for research in cancer, established by the United Nations in its 

resolution 1398 (XIV) of 20 November 1959, further exchanges have taken place 

between the representatives of the Secretary -General of the United Nations and 

the Director -General of the World Health Organization on the subject. Based on 

these exchanges, the Director -General now submits to the World Health Assembly 

the following suggestions for consideration. 

2. Nature and financing of awards 

2.1 The General Assembly of the United Nations, in its resolution on cancer 

research, decided, inter alia, "to renew this award periodically as long as it is 

considered necessary ". Given this decision, it would appear logical to establish' 

the resources to be made available fnr the purpose of awarding the prizes as an 

endowment fund. The interest earned on the fund would be used to award prizes 

periodically - such prizes to be given only when outstanding work in the field 

of cancer research has been performed and, of course, subject to the amount of 

interest earned. The Director -General believes that the United Nations is 

likely to be interested in the idea of endowing the awards because, should that 

be done, the recurring costs would not have to be financed by special budgetary 

provision from time to time. The World Health Assembly could include this 

suggestion in the recommendations to the United Nations. 
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2.2 It would appear that the prestige value of receiving such an award, together 

with the cash value which should be possible under the endowment plan, would be well 

suited to meet the intent of the resolution of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations. 

2.3 If it were necessary, so that the award could be presented in person, to 

provide for travel costs of the recipient, those costs might have to be financed 

from the interest earned, if no other sources of financing for the purpose are 

available. 

2.4 The endowment could be so established that, as circumstances warranted from 

time to time, the purposes for which the endowment will be used could be changed. 

3. Method of making nominations 

It is suggested that nominations for the awards be invited from the following 

sources: 

(a) Governments of Member States; governments might be asked to set up 

committees of experts in the research field, to propose candidates or 

institutions. 

(b) Members of WHO Expert Advisory Panels on cancer and other related fields. 

(c) Medical research organizations or outstanding academic institutions in 

various parts of the world selected in consultation with Member States. 

(d) The International Union against Cancer. 

No nominations should be considered outside of established channels. It must 

be recognized that, otherwise, unsound proposals are likely to be put forward. 

4. Screening of candidates 

Once nominations are made, a screening procedure would be indicated. Drawing 

on WHO experience, the following procedure is proposed: 
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(a) First selection of candidates for United Nations Cancer Prizes by an 

expert committee drawn, according to regulations, from WHO Expert Advisory 

Panels on cancer and related subjects. The committee would consider all 

nominations and prepare a list of recommended candidates, in order of 

priority, for five subjects: preventive methods, diagnostic methods, 

epidemiological studies, treatment, and basic research. 

(b) Final selection of candidates for the áward of prizes by the Executive 

Board of WHO which may wish to establish an ad hoc committee for the purpose. 

(c) Consideration of the recommendation of the Executive Board by the World 

Health Assembly. If approved, the decision would be transmitted to the 

Secretary -General of the United Nations. If the Assembly would not approve 

the decision of the Executive Board, the matter would be referred back to the 

Board for reconsideration. 

5. Procedure of awarding prizes 

The United Nations Cancer Prizes would be awarded periodically by the 

General Assembly of the United Nations to candidates selected by WHO. Representatives 

of the World Health Organization should be present at the ceremony. 

The Secretary -General of the United Nations has indicated his general acceptance 

of the proposals in regard to the screening procedures. At the same time he points 

out that the suggestion for the setting up of an endowment fund would scale down the 

financial value of the awards and would involve a departure from the trend of the 

views expressed in the General Assembly. Should the Health Assembly concur with 

such suggestions, they would have to be submitted to the General Assembly of the 

United Nations. 

6. Action required 

The Assembly, after considering the various points in this proposal, may wish 

to make recommendations on: 
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(i) whether this is the best way to award the prizes established by 

resolution 1398 (XIV) of the General Assembly of the United Nations; 

(ii) the establishment of an endowment fund for the prizes; 

(iii) the method of nominating the candidates for the awards; 

(iv) the screening procedure; 

(v) the awarding procedure. 

The Director -General will communicate to the United Nations the recommendations 

of the World Health Assembly. 


