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STUDY OF THE NATURE AND EXTENT OP HEALTH PROBLEMS 
OP SEAFARERS AND OP THE HEALTH SERVICES 

AVAILABLE TO THEM 

Second Progress Report 

1. The Eleventh World Health Assembly requested the Director-General (l) to 
undertake a study of the nature and extent of the health problems of seafarers and 
of the health services available to them, (2) to indicate possible further needs 
and ways and means by which health services could be provided in major ports to 
seafarers of all nationalities on a wider scale than at present and, (3) to present 
a progress report to the Twelfth World Health Assembly.1 

2 
2. The Director-General in his progress report to the Twelfth World Health 
Assembly indicated that there was lack of information on the subject to the extent 
that neither the health problems of seafarers nor the health services available to 
them were sufficiently known; not even the exact size of the seafaring population 
was known. Therefore, it was advisable that as a first step in this study basic 
data should be collected through a questionnaire circulated to the Member States of 
the World Health Organization. 
3« The Twelfth World Health Assembly requested the Director-General to continue 
this study and to present a progress report to the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 
The present progress report is accordingly submitted for the consideration of the 
Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

1 Off. Reo. Wld Hlth Org. 87, 39- Resolution WHA11.49 
2 Unpublished 

Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 95, 30. Resolution WHA12.23 
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4. In consultation with ILO, WHO Regional Offices and Panel members, a question-
naire was compiled, which was circulated to Member States at the end of 1959- This 
questionnaire covers (a) the magnitude of the health problems of seafarers, e.g. 
the size of the seafaring population, diseases, injuries, disabilities and deaths 
among seafarers by age group and sex, (b) health services available to seafarers, 
e.g. medical examinations, health insurance, health services ashore and on board. 

5- The government replies are expected by May I960 whereupon a more thorough 
study of the situation will be carried out in a few major ports to analyse further 
the problem where services have already been organized. It is intended that the 
report of this, study will be reviewed by a joint 1 Щ Л Ш 0 Committee on Hygiene of 
Seafarers proposed to meet in 19б 1, The conclusions of the joint committee could 
then be reviewed by the Executive Board at its first session in 19б2 before it is 
submitted to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly in 19&2. 

6. The Assembly may wish to-take note of this progress report and request the 
Director-General to submit a final report to the Executive Board at its first 
session in I962 and to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly. 


