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In view of the discussions of the Executive Board at its twenty-first session 

on the Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences, and the desire 

expressed1 for a full statement on the work done by the CIOMS and its purposes, 
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consideration of the proposed programme and budget estimates for i960, it was 

presented to that Committee in a working paper. A copy of the working paper is 

attached for the consideration of tha Board. 
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COUNCIL FOB INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
OF MEDICAL SCIENCES (ClOîfi) 

Report by the Director-General 

At the twenty-first session of the Executive Board the desire was expressed to 

have available for the consideration of the Soard. a full statement on the work done 

Ъу the CIO№ and its purposes} The Direct or-General has pleasure In presenting 

such a report. 

1. Establishment of and Relationship vith CI0M5 

The First World Health Assembly decided that WHO should assume responsibility 

in the co-ordination of international congresses of medical sciences and that 
2 

negotiations should be carried out with UNESCO because of its responsibilities in 
.丨》~• - » - • • .-- ‘ »••••-•• •• --•-.» “ * “‘‘‘“ 

the sciences basic to medicine. As a result, WHO and UNESCO took joint action in 

establishing the permanent Council for Co-ordination of International Congresses of 
1+ 

Medical Sciences . 

The Second World Health Assembly approved the principles for the collaboration 

of the World Health Organization with the Council for the Co-ordinatioü of Internationa] 

Congresses of Medical Sciences？ These principles include representation of WHO， in 

an ikdvisory capacity, at the meetings of the Council； designation Ъу WHO of priorities 

in some of the Council's activities or sponsoring of some seleoted congresses； and 

supplying material support in the form of reimbursement of a part of the actual 

X EB2l/Min/l7 Rev.l, p . 469 

2 
Handbook of Eesolutions and Decisions. kth e d” P . 512， WHAl.1^2 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, l^th e d” P- 313, WHAC.6 

\ 
Handbook of Bes olut ions and Dec is ions , kth e d” P- 327, EB3 .E62 

5 Handbook of Resolutions and Declsiose, Ifth ed., pp. 52?-8, WHA2 .5 
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expenses for the secretariat (of the Council), technical services (of the congresses) 

and publication of their proceedings. The same resolution provides for an annual 

review, in accordance with policy and budgetary appropriations， with a view to the 

Council eventually becoming financially independent. 

Persuant to this resolution, the Executive Board, at its fourth session 

(July 19^9) established official relations vith the Council. 

The Fifth World Health Assembly noted the change of title decided upon by the 

Assembly of the Council - to be known as Council for International Organizations of 

Medical Sciences (CIOMS) - its activities being broadened beyond the co-ordination 

of congresses. It endorsed the decision of the Executive Board that no change need 

be made in the principles for collaboration with the Council. 

The Ninth World Health Assembly decided that the World Health Organization 

should continue to provide e x p o r t to CIOMS for activities approved by WHO to the 

extent of such financial provisions as may Ъе Included in the budget approved 

annually b ^ t h e Health Assembly. 2 

The Work of CIO№ in Belation to WHO Functions and Interests 

From experience gained during the past few years it is possible to outline some 

aspects of the interest CIOMS has presented to WHO. 

One of the functions of WHO (Article 2(j) of the Constitution) is "to promote 
• - ' . ‘.，. .. . - . . . . . í . 

co-operation among scientific and professional groups which contribute to the 

advancement of health". Eoughly, 50 such groups now form the CIOMS, each 

representing a special discipline. It is useful to provide a means which might 
‘ . ‘ ‘ • - - .. ‘ • ‘ - .i 丨 

tend to counterbalance the breaking up of medical science into isolated special 

disciplines . It is desirable to help these various groups In their efforts to 

establish inter-d is с iplinary unity, and in the co-ordination of some of their 

activities, such as the periodic medical congresses . 

1 Handbook of Résolutions and Dec is ions. If-th ed 

2 Handbook of В es о lut ions and Decisions . 4th ed 

3 
Constitution of the World Health Organization 

9th ed., p . 5 

The last, on account of their 

.，p. 328, WHA5 

p . 328, WHA9.31•‘ 

. Handbook of Basic Documents. 
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proliferation, have tended to lose some of their scientific character, to encourage 

their division into scientific compartments, and have led to waste of effort. By 

being convened only ln some countries, they have rendered even more difficult the 

participation of scientists from distant countries and have deprived them of the 

stimulxxs of such scientific gatherings. 

It is also des irable to provide a means of some continuity in the existence 

of those scientific groups vhich are only periodically active； to introduce the 

most appropriate methods for the efficient running of congresses and similar 

international gatherings； to profit from the periodic presence of eminent scientists 

in the large gatherings by organizing smaller activities. The purpose of these 

activities, marginal or not to the large gatherings; goes beyond the exchange of 

ideas and communication of results and becomes an instrument for the collective 

exploration of new ideas and methods or a means of instruction in special techniques . 

There Is thus the possibility of deriving benefit from the CIOMS and its scientific 

groups from the point of viev of two other ftmctions of WHO, "to promote and conduct 

research in the field of health" and "to promote Improved standards of teaching 

and training". 

WHO assistance to CIOMS was intended to eneble WHO to con^len^nt its own 

efforts, ав outlined in its annual programmes, by means which it would have been 

difficult for the Organization to handle directly, and at the same time to exercize 

its co-ordinating functions in health and contribute in avoiding overlapping and 

duplication of effort. 

5. Activities of the CIOMS 

Folloving its Third General Assembly, at the end of 1955, CIOMS started 

functioning on a detailed three-year programme and budget, by category of activity, 

type of expenditure and allotment by source of fvmds， according to the interests of 

the sponsoring agencies and the decisons and appropriations of their governing 

bodies. 

1 Constitution of the World Health Organization. Handbook of Basic Documents, 
9th ed., p. 5 



EB23/AF/WP/9 
page 2 

Based on past records, the activities of the CIOMS may be grouped, as follows : 

(a) General advisory functions and co-ordination of congresses 

Apart from individual consultations vith the member organizations and the 

necessary preparatory work, efforts in this field may Ъе illustrated with three 

items : 

A congress-planning meeting, at which participated the organizers 

of six major congresses . 

The publication of a monograph on "The planning of International 

Meetings", published in English in the United Kingdom, the United 

States of America and Canada， and in French. 

The periodic issue of the "Calendar of International Congresses 

of Medical Sciences". 

(b) Assistance to selected congresses 

Apart from advice by the secretariat of the С1СЮf financial assistance is also 

provided for any of the following, depending on the circvimstances and needs : 

Pre-congress working parties - to assist with the planning, 

assignment and co-ordination of presentation, etc. 

Subventions - to cover preliminary expenses of organization, 

to contribute towards the cost of simultaneous interpretation and, 

rarely, the publication of proceedings. Pre-congress grants, to 

help congresses to get started, will in the future be changed to 

pre-congress loans ; reirabursement to be obtained out of receipts 

after the congress. 

Travel grants (UNESCO funds) to young research vo--«kers I,с 

attend specified congresses. 

(c) Other activities 

This third group of activities are mainly marginal to congresses but sirs of 

direct importance to the international 丨organizations of medical sciences which form 

the Council, or are carried out at the request of one of the two sponsoring agencies 
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(UNESCO and WHO)， or vith voluntary agencies‘ support (e.g. Josiah Macey Junior 

Foundation, the Eockefeller Foundation, Unitarian Service Committee, Wellcoms Trust) 

They include the following: 

Promet ion of a functional regrouping of the member organizations 

vhere they overlap (e.g. The First International Congress of Neurological 

Sciences, July 1957， comprising: The Third International Congress of 

Neuropathology, a meeting of The International League against Epilepsy; 

The Sixth International Neurological Congress, The First International 

Congress of Neuro-surgery, the Fourth International Congress of Electro-

encephalography and Clinical Neurophysiology, and the Symposium Neuro-

adiologicum). 

Organization of multi-disciplinary symposia (e.g. Selection, 

Training and Support of Medical Research Workers, 195^5 The Phys io-

pathology of the Reticulo-Endothelial System, 1955} The Connective 

Tissue, 1956; Methodology in Geographic Pathology, 1957î Sensitivity 

Reactions to Drugs， 1957； Abnormal Haemoglobins, 1957; Oxygen Supply 

to the Human Fetus, 1957; Transparency of the Cornea, 1958; Biological 

reaction to Traumatism, 1.958). 

Organization of courses (e.g. a series of lectures in connexion 

with the Eighth International Congress of Badiology, Mexico City; 

a practical training course in connexion with the Symposium on 

Abnormal Haemoglobins, Istanbul). 

Organization of study groups and committees (e.g. the Study 

Group on Cell Biology, December 1955， and the International Committee 

on Laboratory Animals - both sponsored by UNESCO). 

Contribution to nomenclature and documentation (e.g. International 
參 

Anatomical Nomenclature, 1955î Bibliography of International Congreás 

of Medical Sciences，1958)，and publication of the Symposia, etc. 
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k . Finances of CIOMS 

The "budget for 1959, provides for a total of 3 72 000，i.e. WHO Ь 20 000， 

UNESCO $ 22 ООО̂ CIOMS
1
 own income J 10 000 and 3 20 000 from contractual grants 

and other sources• 

The same budget foresees secretariat expenses and executive committee meetings 

amounting to 5 18 000 (one-third each from WHO, UNESCO and CIOMS funds), publications 

and printing totalling >) Ц 500 (WHO 5 1000，UNESCO i 5000, CIOMS ^ 2500, other 

5 5000), and other regular and contractual activities ^ k2 500 (WHO and UNESCO 

3 15 000 each, CIOMS and other income % 16 500) • In the latter group, that of 

other regular and contractual activities, WHO is budgeted for general advisory 

functions and co-ordination of congresses; $ 3000 and aid to specific congresses, 

^ 10 000. UNESCO is budgeted for other activities (syinposia^ seminars，etc.), 

Ь 10 ООО and for travel grants to young research workers to attend specified 

congresses^ $ 5000• 

Comparison of income and expenditure, and their breakdown^ shows that even if 

all of CIOÍ66 1 own income were applied to the secretariat and organizational expenses 

(Executive Committee meetings, etc.) it would only meet about half of them. Although 

CIOMS expects, as in recent past years^ to obtain additional income from sources other 

than WHO and UNESCO, this is only on a contractual basis for specific undertaking 

mostly for symposia and seminars 10 000)， printing and publication (夺 5000〉 and 

travel of young research vorkers 3000). 

Special attention has, therefore, been paid by CIOMS, in accordance with the 

des ire of its sponsoring agencie s ̂  to increase its ovn income. The President of 

the CIOMS, Professor J. Mais in^ when informing the Director-General on the recent 

Extraordinary and Fourth General Assembly of the CIOMS, Paris ; 25-27 September 1958, 

stated that one of the specific purposes of the recent revision of the statutes was 

to enable the organization to become financially self-supporting, at least as far as 

overhead expenses were concerned. It makes it possible for some national institutions 

(medical academies， national research organizations, etc.) to become members of the 

CIOMS, thus participating in its activities and contributiong towards its expenses . 

At the same time ; a revision of the scale of subscriptions by member organizations was 

decided bearing in mind, hove ver ̂  that many of the scientific organizations have little 

or no regular income . It is, further ; the D ire ct or -Gene ral
1 s understanding that a 

long exploratory discussion took place as to the possibilities of & fee per congress 

mrticipant • 
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MEMBERSHIP OF CIO№ 

MEMBRES DU CIOMS 

International Association of Allergology 
Association internationale d

1
aliergologle 

International Federation of Anatomists 
Fédération internationale des anatomistes 

The World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologlsts 
Fédération mondiale des sociétés d

1
апевthésiologistes 

International Medico-Athletic Federation 
Fédération internationale médico-sportive 

International Conference of Audiology 
Conférence internationale d'audiologie 

First International Congress of BCG 
Premier congrès international du BCG 

International Union of Biochemistry 
Union internat ionale de biochimie 

International Association for Prevention cf Blindness 
Association internat ionale de prophylaxie de la cécité 

Internat ional Union againet Cancer 
Union internat ionale contra le cancer 

International Society of Cardiology 
Société internat ionale de cardiologie 

Internat ional Cardiovascular Society 
Société internat ionale cardlovas cula ire 

International Society of Clinical Pathology 
Société internat ionale de biologie clinique 

Permanent International Committee of Comparative Pathology 
Comité international permanent des congrès de pathologie ewpbrée 

Internat ional Society of Crlnimology 
Société internat ionale de criminologie 
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International Society for the Welfare of Cripples 
Société internationale pour la protection des invalides 

International Dental Federation 
Fédération dentaire internationale 

International Diabetes Federation 
Fédération internat ionale du diabète 

International Federation of Societies for Electroencephalography and 
Clinical Neurophysiology 

Fédération internationale des sociétés d 1 électroencéphalographie et 
de neurophysiologie clinique 

International League against Epilepsy 
Ligue internationale contre l'épilepsie 

International Society of Gastro-enterology 
Société internationale de gastro-entérоlogie 

International Society of Geographical Pathology 
Société internat ionale de pathologie géographique 

International Association of Gerontology 
Association internationale de gérontologie 

International Union for Health Education of the Public 

Union internationale pour l'éducation »anitairJ de la population 

International Society of History of Medictoe 
Société Internat ionale d'histoire de la médecine 

International Society of Hydatid Dieease 
Société internationale d'hydatologie 

International Society of Internal Medic1де 
Société internat ionale de médecine interne 

International Academy of Legal Medicine and of Social Medicine 
Académie internat ionale de médecine légale et d© médecine sociale 

The International Leprosy Association 
Société internationale de la lèpre 

World Medical Association 
Association médicale mondiale 
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World Federation for Mental Health. 
Fédération mondiale pour la santé mentale 

International Committee on Military Medicine and Pharmacy 
Comité international de médecine et de pharmacie militaires 

International Neurological Congress 
Congrès neurologique international 

International Union of Nutritional Sciences 
Union internationale des sciences dè la nutritico 

International Federation of Ophthalmological Societies 
Fédération internationale des sociétés d'ophtalmologie 

International Society of Orthopaedic Surgery eaid traumatology 
Société Internationale de chirurgie orthopédique et de traumatologie 

International Congress of Otolaryngology 
Congrès international d丨otolaryngologie 

International PaecLiatric Association 
Association internationale de pédiatrie 

International Federation of Physical Medicine 
Fédération internationale de médecine physique 

International Union of Physiological Sciences 
Union internationale des sciences physiologiques 

W^rld Congress of Psychiatry 
Congrès mondiaux de psychiatrie 

International Association for the Co-ordination of Psychiatry and 
Psychological Methods ^ • , ‘ 

Groupement international pour la coordination de la psychiatrie et 
des méthodes psychologiques 

International Congress of Radiology 
Congres international de radiologie 

International Union of Eailway Medical Services 
Union internationale des services médicaux des ehemins de fer 

International League against Rheumatism 
Ligue internationale contre le rlaumatisrae 
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International College of Surgeons 
Collège international dos chirurgiens 

International Society of Surgery 
Société international© de chirurgie 

International Society of Blood Transfus ion 
Société internationale de transfus ion sanguine 

International Congress of Tropical Medicine and Malaria 
Congres international de médecine tropicale et du paludisme 

International Union against Tubérculos is 
Union internationale contre la tuberculose 

International Society of Urology 
Société internationale d'urologie 

International Union against the Venereal Diseases and Treponematoses 
Union Internat ionale contre le péril yánérien et les tréponématoses 

Medical Women's International Association 
Association internationale des femmes médecins 

Associate Members 

Membres,Associés 

European Society of Cardiology 
Société européenne de cardiologie 

American College of Chest Physicians 

International Committee of Dermatology 
Comité international de dermatologie 

International Society for Normal and Abnormal Ethnopsycholcgy 
Société internat ionale d'ethnopsychologie normale et mathologique 


