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1. DATE M D PLACE OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSAftl COMMEMORATIVE SESSION AND OF THE 
ELEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY (REPORT ON AGRESMENT HMCHED) î Item 6-1 .、 
of the Agenda (Resolution EB20.R18； Document EB21/2C» ) 

The CHAIRMAN called on the Deputy Director-General to introduce the item» 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director•General, said that the document before the Board^ 
.. . . . • , ‘ 

EB21/20, was largely self-explanatory. The Board would re call that it h¿d 
.. “‘ .• . ••： i . ¡ 

authorized the Director-General to negotiate with the Government of thé United States 
. . . . . . ^ \ 

i j 
of America on this question, to communicate to the members of the Boar4 the [agreement 

..... j 

reached, and to report to the Executive Board at its tweirby-first session. ！ As the 

Director-General had informed members of the Board in his letter of 13 September 1957, 

the negotiations had resulted in an agreement that th© Tenth Anniversary Commemorative 

Session and the Eleventh World Health Assembly should be held in Mi.meapalls^. Mlnnesotra 

and should open on the following dates : 

Tenth Anniversary Commemorative Session, 26 May 1958； 
Eleventh World Health Assembly, 28 May 1958. 

The Director-General would be grateful if the Board would note the report• 

Decisions The Board adopted a resolution noting-i^tie Director-Genaralreport 
on the subject (see resolution:EB21 Л63) • 

2. DATE AND PLACE OF^?HE TWENTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 6.6 Of 
the Agenda (Document EB21/41) 

The DEPUTY DIBECTOR-GENERAL, on the invitation of the Chairman, explained that 

the arrangements set out in document EB21/41 had been made at the same time as those 

which the Board had just considered. The arrangements made for the twenty-second 

session of the Executive Board provided for its meeting at the same place and for the 

session to open on 16 June 1958• 

1
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Decision? The Board adopted a resolution noting and approving the arrangements 
made by the Director-General for the twenty-second session of the Executive 
Board (see resolution EB21.R66)• 

3. REPORT ON DETAIIED ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE SESSION; 
Item 6.2 of the Agenda (Resolution WHAIO.42^ paragraph 7; Document EB2I/683；) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL referred to the terms of resolution WHA10.42 of the 

Tenth World Health Assembly, in pursuance of paragraph 7 of which the Director-General 

had reported in document EB21/68 on the detailed arrangements made for the special 

session. Section I of the document before the Board dealt with the convening and the 

agenda of the special session• In that section one point required action• It was 

necessary that the Board should approve the provisional agenda for the special session. 

The approval of such an agenda was not covered by the Rules of Procedure of the Health 

Assembly but due account should be taken of the provisions of Article 28(f) of the 

Constitution, which stated that one of the functions of the Board should be to prepare 

the agenda of meetings of the Health Assembly. 

Sections II and III reported the results of the action that had been taken by the 

Director-General, under the authority given him by the Tenth Health Assembly, either 

by himself or in consultation with Dr Al Wahbi, the President of the Health Assembly• 

The Board would note that the special session would open on Monday, 26 May 1958, 

and would close on Wednesday. The decision of the Health Assembly that the special 

session should not take more than two days was therefore respected^ With regard to 

paragraph (b) (ii), on page 4 of the document, it was hoped that a high personality 

of the host country would address the session, that the Secretary-Gene ral of the 

1
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United Nations (to whom the Director-General had already written) would give an 

address, as would also the executive head of one of the specialized agencies ijn behalf 

of all these agencies• On this last point the Director-General was consulting with 

the heads of other specialized agencies « 

One of the problems of the Commemorative Session had been the list ef speakers • 

The regional committees had been asked to make suggestions on this point but most of 

the regional committees had not arrived at any decision. At the date of the closing 

of the list, 1 January 1958， 37 Member States had expressed the wish to be on the list 

of speakers• To these 37 speakers should be added the President of the Health 

Assembly, the Chairman of the Executive Board, the former Director-General, and the 

present Director-General• The Director-General had consulted Dr Al Wahbi as to 

limiting the length of speeches and it had been decided that a time-limit of 10 

minutes for each of the speakers would come to a total of eight hours, which would 

suitably fill the two days# 

The CHAIRMAJN asked whether any member wished to comment. 

Dr METCALFE thought that a list of 37 speakers, speaking on bubstantially the 

same subject for 10 minutes each, might prove rather an ordeal. He thought that 

either the list should be cut down or the time of speaking should be reduced» 
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Professor GikNÀPERL/i noted that in the agenda of the special session provision 

was made for the appointment of a Committee on Credentials • He asked whether the 

verification of credentials was necessary for this meeting as well as for the World 

Health Assembly• 

Dr TOGBA supported Professor Canaperia and suggested that since the special 

session would not be duly constituted as the Eleventh World Health Assembly it was not 

at that stage necessary to verify credentials• 

He suggested also that some arrangement would have to be made to give warning to 

speakers that their time was nearly up. 

Dr HÏDE referred to the first line on page 4 of the document before the Board and 

thought that *the word
 и

solemn
11

 had too funereal a suggestion. He proposed that the 

word
 11

 commémorât ive
11

 should be gubatituted. 

Dr SIR! thought that the timo for each speskor vas correctly chosen and the 

arrangements agreed with the President of the Assembly entirely satisfactory. The 

session was a special function* It was not only a commemoration of the tenth anniver-

sary of WHO but a stocktaking of what had been done and an expression of aspirations 

for the future • For that purpose 10 minutes should be sufficiènt for each* speaker, 

five minutes would be too little• The two days would give enough time, and provision 

should be made for speakers from all parts of the world; he thought therefore that the 

Board should accept the proposal before it. It was true that there was a predominance 

of speakers from the European and the Eastern Mediterranean Regions but the Health 

Assembly had not suggested that any limitation should be put on the number of speakers 
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suggested by Members； if there were 15 speakers from Europe, so much the better. 

He thought that the Board could not do anything but accept and approve the report 

submitted by the Director-General. 

Dr Hafez AMIN agreed with Dr Metcalfe that it might be very monotonous to hear yj 

speakers on the same subject for eight hours. He asked whether it would not be 

possible to seleot speakers by some kind of lottery, allotting to each region a number 

of speakers equivalent to the number of Members from that region included in the Health 

Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled to the Board the discussions on the matter in the 

World Health Assembly. The Board did not have the power to limit the number of speakers, 

'The DEPOTÏ DIBECTOR-GENERAL said that two members had raised a point of procedure 

in regard to the proposal for a committee on credentials. Rule 22 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Health Assembly made it mandatory to have a committee on credentials 

for every session, and that included both regular and special sessions. 

On Dr Hyde's comment on the word
 и

solemn", the Director-General would consider 

substituting the word "inaugural". 

Dr DIAZ -COLLER agreed that Rule 22 showed that a committee on credentials was 

necessary at the inaugural session, but asked whether another was necessary for the 

regular session. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-OBMERAL said that the convening of a credentials committee 

» 
was mandatory at both sessions. 
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Dr SIRI thought that the setting ир
л
 *Ы1в、Ъи8±^ея4в_алЛ#竺Ĵ port—committee 

on credentials would take some time；and suggested that the Director-General should do 

his best to see that that committee took up a minimum of the time of the sessions. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that that vas the purpose of the short opening meeting on 

the Monday. 

Dr T0G5A asked whether steps would Ъе taken ̂ as he had s ingested, to secure that 

the time-limit on speeches vas observed. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR -GENERAL replied that steps would be taken to see that the 

time-limit was respected in a dignified maimer. 

Mr SUGEL，As s i s tant Director-General, Departufônt of Administrât ion and ï inance, 

said in ansver to a question that； at the Tenth Anniversary Session of the United ivíp-f-í 

at S ад Francisco, the President had had a stop-watch and when tha prescribed 20 

minutes had expired he had allowed the speaker to complete his sentence aad then 

stopped him. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Board need ^ot worry about such details. Th© 

problem of ensuring that a time-limit on speeches was observed was not a nev one and h 亡 
.» 

presumud it would Ъе governed Ъу local tradition and experience. 

Professor CANAPERIA thought that the long list of speakers vas a cause for concern, 

The Executive Soard^ as the Director-General had explained
д
 was not in a position to 

impose any limit on the list of speakers. The question had been discussed in several 
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regional committees but no solution had been found. There was cause for concern 

because the ten-minute speeches would be very like one another. He asked whether it 

would be possible to appeal to the governments who had asked to designate speakers to 

see if any of them would withdraw. The situation that was now before the Board had 

not been known when the question was considered in the regional committees, and the 

governments who had appointed speakers were also unaware of it. If the position were 

put to governments, some of than might be willing to withdraw their speakers. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that not all entrants ran in a race： some government 

speakers might be withdrawn without special action. 

Dr METCALFE supported Professor Canaperia. He thought that the succession of 

37 speeches would be wearisome and that members of the public would not stay to listen 

to all of them. The Government of Australia had already said that it was prepared to 

retire if necessary. 

Mr SIEGEL, in reply to a question from Dr TOGBA, said that at the celebration of 

the Tenth Anniversary of the United Nations there had been nearly 60 speakers, each of 

whom had spoken for 20 minutes. About 40 of the Members had been represented by their 

Foreign Ministers. 

Dr SIRI did not agree with Professor Canaperia and Dr Metcalfe that the proceedings 

were likely to be monotonous. If all the 57 speeches were devoted merely to general 

praise of the Organization, it would be monotonous, but if the speakers explained their 

ftast problems, what they were at present doing for them, and their aspirations for the 
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fu ture , i t would not be wearisome. The d i f ferent countries vould have very d i f fe rent 

s tor ie s to t e l l and that would give some var iety . I f each country to ld i t s own story 

from i t s own point of v iev ; the e f f e c t should be highly i l l u s t r a t i v e of the many facets 

of WHO'S work. 

Mr SIEGEL said that the United Nations Tenth Anniversary Session ha’d las ted for 

f i ve days . The Opera House in vhich the sessions were held had been f u l l throughout^ 

including the space for tho publ ic ; and most of the time members of the public were 

waiting for admiss ion. 

Dr TOGBA thought that the Board should not worry l e s t the audience at the specia l 

sess ion be borod. One of the functions of the specia l session was to advertise WHO, 

and, in advertis ing, repeti t ion vas important. ！?vro days vroulá not be too long for 

this purpose and, as Dr S i r i had s a id ; th3 experience of d i f ferent countries from a l l 

over the vorld v i th their d i f ferent problems vould be very interest ing . 

Professor HBSOîîEN regretted that i t had not been possible to come to any def in i te 

conclusion at the l a s t sess ion of the Eegional Committee for Europe # Tlie question, 

however} was s t i l l open and some of those vho had appointed speakers might be wil l ing 

to withdraw. This would only be possible by negotiation between the governments 

themselves. 

The DIRECTOR-GEÎ1ERAL hoped that countries would not get tha idea from the present 

discuss ion that they should vithdrav from the l i s t of speakers. If a number were 

withdrawn； the special sess ion vould be very disappointing. The two days set apart 

for the special sess ion could be profi tably occupied by 37 speakers^ which, a f t e r a l l , 
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was not a very large number from the Organization^ total membership of veil over 

eighty. Regions should not be too troubled because it seemed that they would Ъе 

represented by many speakers. The European Eegion； to which Professor Pesonen had 

referred, contained a large number of Members
}
 and the number vishing to speak did not 

seem out of proportion to him. He thought it would be against the interests of WHO 

if speakers were now withdrawn, and it would make the planning of the session difficult. 

Decision: The Board adopted a resolution noting the report of the Director-
General on the detailed arrangements for the ïenth Anniversary Commemorative 
Session and approving his proposals for the provisional agenda for that 
session (see resolution EB21.R6V). 

k. ÜP.OPOSAIS BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL FOE THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOB THE 
ELEVENTH WOELT) HEAI3?H ASSEMBLY: Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Document EB21/39 Eev.l) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GMERAL drew attention to the D ire с tor -General
J

 s proposals 

regarding the provisional agenda for the Eleventh World Health Assembly in document 

ЕП21/39 Eev.l. 

He said that three corrections should Ъе made to the list of items in document 

Б1В21/39 Rev. 1. The Official Becords volume vhich should have been mentioned in 

connexion with item 6.5 was, of course. No. Qi
}
 not No. 82. Item 6.15 (Amendment to 

paragraph 2(vi) of the Working Principles Governing the Admission of Non-governmental 

Organizations into Official Relations vith WHO) should be dealt with Ъу the Committe© 

011 Admin is tr at ion, Finance and Legal Matters
}
 which in the past had been responsible 

for studying other amendments to the same working principles
 #
 Item 7»9 (Criteria for 

provision of regional Office accomodation) had been included in the list, vhich had 

been drawn up before the previous meeting of the Board, in view of World Health Assembly 

resolution WHA10.29
?
 vbîch cotitained a request that the Executive Board make a study 
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of the matter and submit a report thereon for consideration at the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly； since the Board had decided at its previous meeting to defer studying 

the matter, he would suggest that the item Ъе deleted, and that the representatives of 

tiie Board at the Eleventh World Health Assembly mention that decision in their report 

to the Assembly. If the item were deleted from the list it would, of course, be 

necessary to renumber the following items• 

The list consíbted of (г) items the inclusion of which wab required by decisions 

of previous Health Assemblies and decisions of the Executive J}oard； (b) items proposed 

by Members in accordance with Bule 5⑷ of the Bules of Procedure of the Health Assembly 

(members of the Board would see that the Government of the Union of Sovie^ Socialist 
, » 

Eepublics had proposed tvo items); (о) procedural and other items the Inclusion of 

which vas required by the Constituticm，the Eules of Procedure of the Health Assembly^ 

and the Staff and Financial Eegulations. 

Decision:. The Board approved the proposals of the Director-General regarding 
the provisional agenda for the Eleventh World Health Assembly in document 
EB2l/39 Eev.l vith the amendments just suggested by the Deputy D ire с tor -General 
(see resolution EB21.B65). 

• 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

Distribution of Documents 

íhe DIRECTOR-GENERAb recalled that at the first meeting of the session Dr Metcalfe 

had - complained that practically no documents for the session had reached him before he 

had left his aim country (Australia) and that he (the Dire ctor-General) had undertaken 

to answer Dr Metcalfe when he had had time to compare the present situation to that of 
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previous years. He explained that the production of documents for sessions of the 

Board and World Health Assemblies was a heavy task for the Secretariat. Some of 

those documents could not be produced earlier because their contents depended on 

action taken by other organizations. It had not been possible to complete some of the 

documents for the current session concerned with co-operation vith the United Nations 

and specialized agencies, for example^ before the end of the 1957 session of th© 

United Nations General Assembly. The Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 

1959 ЬМ been dispatched from Headquarters 011 20 December 1957，vbereas the programme 

and budget estimates for 1958 and 1957 had been sent out on 21 Deceiriber 1956 and 

19 De camber 1955 respectively. The budget volume could not be sent out in printed 

form voktil nearly the end of the year because time was needed for preparing and printing 

it af tor the regional committees had dealt with the regional proposals in September 

or October. 

The Secretariat had had to prepare some very voluminous documents for the present 

session, such as that entitled "Operations planned to Ъе financed from the Malaria 

Eradication Special Account" (document EB2l/WP/l) . It was doing all it could to 

send out documents for the sessions of the Board as soon as possible； he vas sorry 

that, as things were, it oould not send them out sooner. He would suggest that the 

Board might leave it to the Secretariat to continue to do its best • If it did not 

agree to that，it vould Ъе necessary to change the dates of sessions. 
« � 

Dr METCALPE remarked that a large part of the difficulty was^ of course, due to 

delays resulting from the large volume of mail during the Christmas holiday period. 
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The DIRECTOB -GENERAL recalled that that was one of the reasons wby the Secretariat 

had suggested that the current session of the Board should begin on 21 January and the 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance on 13 January夕 but it was the Board 

that had insisted that those sessions should begin on January and 6 January 

respectively. The Christmas holiday period was also a time at which it was partic-

ularly difficult for the Secretariat to get documents for the Board produced, and 

distributed. 

Dr TOOBA said that many members of the Standing Committee had found it impossible 

to arrive in Geneva Ъу 6 January. He thought tbat at the proper time (i.e. at the 

twenty-second session) arrangenfânte shoüld be made for the I>oard
!

s twenty-third 

session to begin later in the month than had the current seersion. 

Arrangements relating to the Eleventh World Health Assembly • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • ¿ п м м н м м ц м и н м м м о а я м в м а м а а м м м м а й м м а а м а а м м м а к м а м м а м а а м м в и м м и м м а м и м ш м м м м й в м м м & й т а ш м а м и ш м в а я м м в а а м н в м а ш и а в м и ! » 

Dr HÏDE stated that the United States National Citizens Committee for the World 

Health Organization had agreed that it would be interesting for delegates to the 

Eleventh World Health Assembly to pay a visit to the Mayo Clinics, which were named 

after Dr Charles W , Mayo, a member of several United States delegations to World Health 

Assemblies. Since the Committee thought that delegates would prefer to vis it the 

clinics on a day on which they were in full operation, it was suggested that the 

World Health Assembly treat Saturday, 7 June, as a normal working day and that delegates 

visit the clinics on Monday^ 9 June. It had been suggested that the following weekend 

delegates might visit the Meeabi Range,where there were several new mining towns with 

Interesting health facilities. 
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The Coimnittee had set up a "Technical Tours Prograimne Committee" to draw up a 

programme of seminars and technical tours similar to those following the Eighth World 

Health Assembly in Mexico City. That committee； the Chairman of vhich was Dr Stebbins, 

a member of the United States delegation to the îenth World Health Assembly； had drawn 

up a programme for holding a series of seminars in Chicago on l6 and 17 June in 

collaboration with the Araerican Medical Association； the American Hospital Association 

and the American Dental Association； and for four tours in th© eastern part of the 

country and three in the western part. Each of those tours had been arranged so as 

to appeal to a group of people vith special interests• All the tours had been arranged 

so as to end in either New York City or San Francisco on 25 June. Invitations to take 

part in the tours vould be s«nt shortly through governments• He should perhaps mention 

that the Committee could not pay the expenses of delegates who went on the tours. Of 

the four tours in the east of the country one was via Cincinnati^ Pittsburgh, Washington 

to Ilew York City； another via С leve land
 ;
 Niagara Falls

 ;
 Rochester and Albany to New 

York City； another via the Tennessee Valley^ Washington and Baltimore to New York City； 

and the fourth via Washington and Puerto Rico to New York City. The itineraries for 

the three tours in the west of the country were, he thought^ equally interesting. 

Dr MOORE said that the Canadian authorities would Ъе glad to welcome any delegates 

to the Health Assembly who would like to visit either the Prench- or English-speaking 

parts of the country and 切ould enable them to visit health centres there. Shey hoped 

to make a more specific announc^œnt on the subject at a later date . 



EB2l/Min/2l Rcvfl 

Dr METCALFE asked what arrangement© had been made for the accommodation of 

delegates in Minneapolis
 y
 what was the cost of hotel rooms there

;
 and what booking 

arrangements had been made • He added that the holding of Health Assemblies away from 

Geneva, where 3everal governments had representatives； in towns such as Minneapolis
; 

where they did not have representatives夕 created many difficulties for Members. 

Mr SIEGEL said that Minneapolis was the principal city of the State of Minnesota. 

Together vith St Paixl̂  the capital of the State^ it formed a single urban area on the 

upper reaches of the Mississippi, some three hundred miles south of the Canadian border. 

The total population of the two cities was approximately 850 000. The mean temperature 

in June vas approximately the days vere varm end the nightз cool. There теге 

direct flights from Kew York and Washington and good air connexions vith towns in the 

south and west. There was a good variety of hotels with single rooms costing from 

^ 5 to $ 12 per day. There vas also a large choice of rostam'ants
 4
 She Minneapolis 

Conventions Bureau vas producing a broch'ore on hotel accommodation in the city which, 

vas being sent to all Member governments. Delegations would be able to book hotel 

rooms through a special committee. The WHO Secretariat would not handle such bookings. 

The arrangeicents for the Health Assembly centred。！1 two hotels, the Leamington and 

Curt is hotels
}
 in vhich the cost of single rooms was In the neighbo-xrhood of the hiprher 

figure he had meritioned^ those in the Leamington being the more expensive. The 

committee rooms and the offices of the President of the Assembly^ of the Director-

General and of some of his staff would Ъе in the Leamington Hotel^ which was equipped 

with excellent conference rooms； the offices of the rest of the staff vould Ъе in 

the Curtis Hotel. Plenary uBetinjs of the Eleventh World, Health Asseiribly would be 
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held in the auditorium of the new technical high school adjoining the Curtis Hotel. 

The Tenth Anniversary Commemorative Session would Ъе held in the civic auditorium, 

two blocks away. He thought that both those conference rooms would prove satisfactory. 

The Secretariat hoped to be able' to provide simultaneous interprétât ion services and 

the usual services of other kinds which would Ъе of almost the same standard as those 

provided at previous Health Assemblies. 

The meeting rose at a.m. 
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League of Arab States 

International Diabetes Federation 

International Society for the ) 
Welfare of Cripples ) 

International Union for Child Welfare) 

League of Red Cross Societies 

World Federation of United Nations 
Associations 

Mr Moukhtar EL WAKIL 

Mrs G. VERNET 

Miss A. E. MOSER 

Dr F. DAUBENTON 

Mrs K. BRIDSTON 

World Medical Association Dr J. MAYSTRE 
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!• DATE AND PLACE OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE SESSION AND OF THE 
ELEVENTH WORLD ЙЕАЬТН ASSEMBLY (REPORT GN AGREEMENT REACHED) ； Item 6.1 
of the Agenda (Resolution EB20»R18； Document EB21/20) 

The CHAIRMAN called on the 'Deputy Director-Gene ral to introduce the iteiru 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, said that the document before the Board^ 

EB21/20, was largely self-explanatory, The Board would re call that it had 

authorized the Director-General to negotiate with the Government of the United States 

of America on this question, to cemmunicate to the members of the Board the agreement 

reached， and to report to the Executive Board at its twenty-first session. As the 

Direct or-Gene ral had informed members of the Board in his letter of 13 September 1957^ 

the negotiations had resulted in an agreement that the Tenth Anniversary Commemorative 

Session and the Eleventh World Health Assembly should be held in Minneapolis
 f
 Minnesota 

and should open on the following dates: 

Tenth Anniversary Commemorative Session, 26 May 1958| 
Eleventh World Health Assembly

5
 28 May 1958. 

The Director-General would be grateful if the Board would note the report• 

Decision: The Board adopted a resolution noting the Director-General
1

s report 
on the subject (see resolution EB21.R63)• 

2. DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD: Item 6.6 of 
the Agenda (Document EB21/41) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL, on the invitation of the Chaiman^ explained that 

the arrangements set out in document EB21/41 had been made at the same time as those 

which the Board had just considered. The arrangements made for the twenty-second 

session of the Executive Board provided for its meeting at the same place and for the 

session to open on 16 June 1958• 



EB21/Min/21 
page 5 

Decision> The Board adopted a resolution noting and approving the arrangements 
made by the Director-General for the twenty-socond session of the Executive 
Board (see resolution EB21.E66)• 

3. REPORT ON DETAIIED ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE SESSIONi 
Item 6*2 of the Agenda (Resolution WHA10.42, paragraph 7; Document EB21/68) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL referred to the terms of resolution WHA10.42 of the 

Tenth World Health Assembly, in" pursuance of paragraph 7 of which the Director-General 

had reported in document EB21/68 on the detailed arrangements made for the special 

session. Section I of the document before the Board dealt with the convening and the 

agenda of the special session* In that section one point required action. It was 

necessary that the Board should approve the provisional agenda for the special session 

The approval of such an agenda was not covered by the Rules of Procedure of the Health 

Assembly but due account should be taken of the provisions of Article 28(f) of the 

Constitution, which stated that one of the functions of the Board should be to prepare 

the agenda of meetings of the Health Assembly. 

Sections I I and I I I reported the results of the action that had been taken by the 

Director-General, under the authority given him by the Tenth Health Assembly, either 

by himself or in consultation with Dr Al Wahbi, the President of the Health Assembly. 

The Board would note that the special session would open en Monday, 26 May 1958, 

and would close on Wednesday. The decision of the Health Assembly that the special 

session should not take more than two days was therefore respected. With regard to 

paragraph (b) (ii), on page 4 of the document, it was hoped that a. high personality 

of the host country would address the sess ion, that the Secretary-General of the 
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United Nations (to whom the Director-General had already written) would, give an 

address, as would also the executive head of one of the specialized agencies on behalf 

of all these agencies• On this last point the Director-General was consulting with 

the heads of other specialized agencies• 

One of the problems of the Commemorative Session had been the list of speakers• 

The regional committees had been asked to make suggestions on this point but most of 

the regional committees had not arrived at any decision* At the date of the closing 

of the list, 1 January 1958, 37 Member States had expressed the wish to be on the list 

of speakers• To these 37 speakers should be added the President of the Health 

Assembly, the Chairman of the Executive Board, the former Dire ctor-General, and the 

present Director-General• The Director-General had consulted Dr Al Wahbi as to 

limiting the length of speeches and it had been decided that a time-limit of 10 

minutes for each of the speakers would come to a total of eight hours^ which would 

suitably fill the two days* 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether any member wished to comment• 

Dr METCALFE thought that a list of 37 speakers, speaking on substantially the 

same subject for 10 minutes each, might prove rather an ordeal. He thought that 

either the list should be cut down or the time of speaking should be reduced* 
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Professor CANAPERIA noted that in the agenda of tha special session provision 

was made for the appointment of a Committee on Credentials • He asked whether the 

verification of credentials was necessary for this meeting as well as for the World 

Health Assembly» 

Dr TOGBA supported Professor Сsaperia end suggested that since the special 

session would not be duly constituted as the Eleventh World Health Assembly it was not 

at that stage necessary to verify credentials• 

He suggested also that some arrangement would have to be made to give warning to 

speakers that their time was nearly up, 

Dr HYDE referred to the first line on page 4 of the document before the Board and 

thought that the word "solemn" had too funereal a suggestion. He proposed that the 

word
 11

 commemorative
11

 should be substituted. 

Dr SIRI thought that the time for each speaker was correctly chosen and the 

arrangements agreed with the President of the Assembly entirely satisfactory. The 

session was a special function. It was not only a commemoration of the tenth anniver-

sary of WHO but a stocktaking of what had been done and an expression of aspirations 

for the future. For that purpose 10 minutes should be sufficiént for each* speaker^ 

five minutes would be too little• The two days would give enough time, and provision 

should be made for speakers from all parts of the world; he thought therefore that the 

Board should accept the proposal before it. It was true that there was a predominance 

of speakers from the European and the Eastern Mediterranean Regions but the Health 

Assembly had not suggested that any limitation should be put on the number of speakers 
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suggested by Members5 if there were 15 speakers from Europe, so much the better. 

He thought that the Board could not do anything but accept and approve the report 

submitted by the Director-General • 

Dr AMIN agreed with Dr Metcalfe that it might be very monotonous to hear 37 

speakers on the same subject for eight hours• He asked whether it would not be 

possible to select speakers by some kind of lottery, allotting to each region a number 

of speakers equivalent to the number of Members from that region included in the Health 

Assembly. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled to the Board the discussions on the matter in the 

World Health Assembly. The Board did not have the power to limit the number of 

speakers• 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that two members had raised a point of procedure 

in regard to the proposal for a committee on credentials• Rule 22 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Health Assembly made it mandatory to have a committee on credentials 

for every session, and that included both regular and special sessions• 

On Dr Hyde comment on the word "solemn", the D ire с to г -Gene ral would consider 

substituting the word "inaugural"• 

Dr DIAZ-COLLER agreed that Rule 22 showed that a committee on credentials was 

necessary at the inaugural session but asked whether another was necessary for the 

regular session. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the convening of a credentials committee 

was mandatory at both sessions• 
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Dr SIRI thought that the setting up； the business and the report of a coimnittee 

oil credentials would take some time and suggested that the Director-General should do 

his best to see that that committee took up a minimum of the time of the sessions. 

The CHAIBMAK explained that that vas the purpose of the short opening meeting on 

the Monday. 

Dr TOGBA asked whether steps would be taken
;
 as he had suggested^ to secure that 

the time-limit on speeches was observed. 

The DEPUTY DIRECÏOE-GE2îERAL replied that steps would Ъе taken to see that the 

time-limit was respected in a dignified manner. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant D ire ct or-G eneral
}
 Department of Administration and Finance^ 

said in answer to a question that, at the Tenth Anniversary Session of the United Nationi 

at San Francisco, the President had had a stop-watch and when the prescribed 20 

minutes had expired he had allowed the speaker to complete his sentence and then 

stopped him. 

The CHAIEMAN suggested that the Board need not vorry about such details• The 

problem of ensuring that a time-limit on speeches was observed was not a new one and he 

presumed it would be governed Ъу local tradition and experience• 

Professor CANAPERIA thought that the long list of speakers was a cause for concern. 

The Executive Eoard
;
 as the Dire ct or -General had explained, was not in a pos it ion to 

impose any limit on the list of speakers • The question had Ъееп discussed in several 
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regional committees but no solution had been found. There was cause for concern 

because the ten-minute speeches vould be very like one another. He asked whether it 

would be possible to appeal to the governments vho had asked to designate speakers to 

see if any of them would withdraw. The situation that was nov before the Board had 

not been known when the question was considered in the regional committees, and the 

governments who had appointed speakers were also unaware of it. If the position were 

put to governments
 f
 some of them might Ъе willing to withdraw their speakers• 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that not all entrants ran in a race: some government 

speakers might Ъе withdrawn without special action. 

Dr METCALFE supported Professor Canaperia. He thought that the succession of 

37 speeches would Ъе wearisome and that members of the public would not stay to listen 

to all of them. The Government of Australia had_already---said..thLat it.vas preparad--̂ to-

retire if necessary. 

Mr SIEGEL, in reply to Dr TOGBA^ said that at the celebration of the Tenth 

Anniversary of the United Nations there had Ъееп nearly 6o speakers, each of whom 

spoke for 20 minutes . About 扛0 of the Members were represented Ъу their Foreign 

Ministers• 

Dr SIRI did not agree with Professor Canaperia and Dr Metcalfe that the proceedings 

were likely to Ъе monotonous. If all the 57 speeches were devoted merely to general 

praise of the Organization, it would Ъе monotonous, but If the speakers explained their 

past problems^ what they vere at present doing for them, and their aspirations for the 
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future^ i t would not Ъе wearisome. The d i f ferent countries would have very d i f fe rent 

s tor ie s to t e l l and that would give some var iety . I f each country told i t s own story 

from i t s ovn point of view, the e f f e c t should be highly i l l u s t r a t i v e of the many facet s 

of WHO'S work, 

Mr SIEGEL said that the United Nations Tenth Anniversary Session had lasted for 

f i ve days # The Opera House in which the sessions were held had been f u l l throughout, 

including the space for the public , and most of the time members of the public were 

waiting for admission. 

Dr TOGBA thought that the Board should not worry l e s t the audience at the spec ia l 

sess ion be bored• One of the functions of the special sess ion was to advertise WHOv 

end, in advertísing^ repet i t ion was important. Two days would not be too long for 

this purpose and, as Dr S i r i had s a id , the experience of d i f ferent countries from a l l 

over the world with their d i f f e rent problems would be very interest ing . 

Professor PESONEN regretted that i t had not been possible to come to any def in i te 

conclusion at the l a s t sess ion of the regional committee for Europe. The question, 

however^ vas s t i l l open and some of those who had appointed speakers might Ъе wil l ing 

to withdraw. This would only Ъе possible Ъу negotiation between the governments 

themselves. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL hoped that countries would not get the idea from the present 

discussion that they should withdraw from the l i s t of speakers. I f a number vere 

vithdrawn^ the special session would be very disappointing. . The two days set apart 

for the special sess ion could be prof i tably occupied Ъу 57 speakers which, a f t e r a l l . 



EB2l/Min/21 
page 12 

was not a very large number from the Organization^ total membership of veil over 

eighty. Eegions should not be too troubled because it seemed that they would be 

represented Ъу many speakers
 #
 The European Region, to which Professor Pesonen had 

referred, contained a large number of Meiribers
 y
 and the nuniber vishing to speak did not 

seem out of proportion to him. He thought it would be against the interests of WHO 

if speakers were now withdrawn, and it would make the planning of the session difficult. 

Decision: The Board adopted a resolution noting the report of the Director-
General on the detailed arrangements for the Tenth Anniversary Commemorative 
Session and approving his proposals for the provisional agenda for that 
session (see resolution EB21.R64). 

b . PROPOSAIS BY THE DIBECTOR-GENERAL FOB THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE 
ELEVENTH WORLD HEAIffH ASSEMBLY: Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Document EB21/39 Eev.l) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL drew attention to the D ire ctor -General
1

 s proposals 

regarding the provisional agenda for the Eleventh World Health Assembly in document 

EB21/39 Rev.l. 

He said that three corrections should Ъе made to the list of items in document 

EB21/39 Rev.l. The Official Records volume which should have been mentioned in 

connexion with Item 6.5 vas, of course, No. not No^ 82. Item 6.15 (Amendment to 

paragraph 2(vi) of the Working Principles Governing the Admission of Non-governmental 

Organizations into Official Eelations with WHO) should Ъе dealt with by the Committee 

on Administrât ion，Finance and Legal Matters
}
 which in the past had been responsible 

for studying other amendments to the same working principles • Item 7.9 (Criteria for 

provision of Begional Office accommodation) had been included in the list, vhich had 

been drawn up before the previous meeting of the Board, in view of World Health Assembly 

resolution WHA.10.29^ which contained a request that the Executive Board make a study 
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of the matter and submit a report thereon for consideration at the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly； since the Board had decided at its previous meeting to defer studying 

the matter ̂  he vould suggest that the item Ъе de le ted ̂  and that the representatives of 

the Board at the Eleventh World Health Assembly mention that decision in their report 

to the Assembly. If the item were deleted from the list it would^ of course，Ъе 

necessary to re•nuiriber the following items . 

The list consisted of (a) items the inclusion of which was required by decisions 

of previous Health Assemblies and decisions of the Executive Board； (Ъ) items proposed 

Ъу Members in accordance with Bule 5(d) of the Bules of Procedure of the Health Assembly 

(members of the Board would see that the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Bepublics bad proposed tvo items)； and (0) procedural and other items the inclusion of 

which vas required Ъу the Constitution, the Bules of Procedure of the Health Assembly^ 

and the Staff and Financial Eegulations • 

Decision： The Board approved the proposals of the Director-General regarding 
the provisional agenda for the Eleventh World Health Assembly in document 
EB2l/39 Eev.l vith the amendments just suggested by th© Deputy D ire с tor -General 
(see resolution EB21 .B65). 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

Distribution of Documents 

The DШЕСТОЕ-GENERAL recalled that at the first meeting of the session Dr Metcalfe 

had complained that practically no documents for the session had reached him before he 

had left his avm country (Australia) and that he (the Director-General) had undertaken 

to answer Dr Metcalfe when he had had time to compare the present situation to that of 
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previous years. He explained that the production of documents for sessions of the 

Board and World Health Assemblies was a heavy task for the Secretariat. Sorae of 

those documents could not be produced earlier because their contents depended on 

action taken by other organizations
 #
 It had not been possible to complete some of the 

documents for the current session concerned vith co-operation with the United Nations 

and specialized agencies, for example
;
 before the end of the 1957 session of the 

United Nations General Assembly. The Proposed Programme and budget Estimates for 

1959 had been despatched from Headquarters 011 20 December 1957, whereas the programme 

and budget estimates for 1958 and 1957 had been sent out on 21 December 1956 and 

19 December 1955 respectively. The budget volume could not Ъе sent out in printed 

form until nearly the end of the year because time was needed for preparing and print ing 

them after th© regional committees had dealt with the regional proposals in September 

or October. 

The Secretariat had had to prepare some very voluminous documents for the present 

session^ such as that entitled "Operations planned to be financed from the Malaria 

Eradication Special Account" (document EB2l/WP/l)• It was doing all it could to 

send out documents for the sessions of the Board as soon as possible； he was sorry 

that, as things vere^ it could not send them out sooner. He would suggest that the 

Board might leave it to the Secretariat to continue to do its best. If it did not 

agree to that, it vould be necessary to change the dates of sessions . 

Dr METCALFE remarked that a large part of the difficulty was, of course, due to 

delays resulting from the large volume of mail during the Christmas holiday period. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that that was one of the reasons why the Secretariat 

had suggested that the current session of the Board should begin on 21 January and the 

Standing Committee on Administration and Finance on 13 January, but it vas the Board 

that had insisted that those sessions should begin on January and 6 January 

respectively. The Christmas holiday period was also a time at vhich it vas partic-

ularly difficult for the Secretariat to get documents for the Board produced and 

distributed. 

Dr TOGBA said that many members of the Standing Committee had found it impossible 

to arrive In Geneva Ъу 6 January. He thought that at the proper time (i.e. at the 

twenty-second session) arrangements should be mad© for the Board
!

s twenty-third 

session to begin, later in the month than had the current session. 

Arrangements relating to the Eleventh World Health Assembly 

Dr HÏDE stated that the United States National Citizens Committee for the World 

Health Organization had agreed that it would Ъе interesting for delegates to the 

Eleventh World Health Assembly to pay a vis it to the Mayo Clinics
 9
 which were named 

after Dr Charles W . Mayo， a member of several United States delegations to World Health 

Assemblies, Since the Committee thought that delegates would prefer to visit the 

clinics on a day on which they were in full operation, it was suggested that the 

World Health Assembly treat Saturday, 7 June, as a normal working day and that delegates 

visit the clinics on Monday^ 9 June. It had been suggested that the following weekend 

delegates might visit the Mesabi Range where there were several nev mining towns with 

Interesting health facilities. 
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The Committee had set up a "Technical Tours Programme Committee" to draw up a 

programme of seminars and technical tours similar to those following the Eighth World 

Health Assembly in Mexico City. That committee^ the Chairman of which was Dr Stebbins^ 

a member of the United States delegation to the Tenth World Health Assembly^ had drawn 

up a programme for holding a series of seminars in Chicago on l6 and 17 June in 

collaboration with the American Medical Association, the American Hospital Association 

and the American Dental Association； and for four tours in the eastern part of the 

country and three in the western part. Each of those tours had been arranged so as 

to appeal to a group of people with special interests . All the tours had been arranged 

so as to end in either Nev York City or San Francisco on 25 June. Invitations to take 

part in the tours would Ъе sent shortly through governments
 #
 He should perhaps mention 

that the Committee could not pay the expenses of delegates who went on the tours . Of 

the four tours in the east of the country one was via Cincinnati^ Pittsburgh^ Washington 

to New York City； another via Cleveland， Niagara Falls, Rochester and Albany to New 

York City； another via the Tennessee Valley
;
 Washington and Baltimore to Nev York City； 

and the fourth via Washington and Puerto Eico to New York City. The itineraries for 

the three tours in the west of the country vere^ he thought^ equally interesting• 

Dr MOORE said that the Canadian authorities would be glad to welcome any delegates 

to the Hoalth Assembly who would like to visit either the French- or English-speaking 

parts of the country and ^ould enable them to visit health centres there. They hoped 

to make a more specific announcement on the subject at a later date. 
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Dr METCALFE asked vhat arrangements had Ъееп made for the accommodation of 

delegates 1л Minneapolis, what was the cost of hotel rooms there, and what booking 

arr^gements had been made. He added that the holding of Health Asseiiiblies away from 

Geneva, where several governments had representatives
;
 in towns such as Minneapolis, 

vhere they did not have representatives, created many difficulties for Members. 

Mr SIEGEL said that Minneapolis was the principal city of the State of Minnesota. 
/ 

Together with St Paul, the capital of the State^ it formed a single urban area on the 

upper reaches of the Mississippi, some three hundred miles south of the Canadian border. 

The total population of the two cities was approximately 850 000. The mean temperature 

in June vas approximately the days were warm and the nights cool. There were 

direct flights from New York and Washington and good air connexions with towns in the 

south and vest» There vas a good variety of hotels with single rooms costing from 

$ 5 to $ 12 per day. There vas also a large choice of restaurants
 é
 The Minneapolis 

Conventions Bureau vas producing a brochure on hotel accommodation in the city which 

vas being sent to all Member governments • Delegations would be able to "book hotel 

rooms through a special committee • The WHO Secretariat would not handle such bookings • 

The arrangements for the Health Assembly centred on two hotels
 ;
 the Leamington and 

Curtis hotels, In vhich the cost of single rooms was in the neighbourhood of the higher 

figure he had mentioned, those in the Leamington being the more expensive. The 

committee rooms and the offices of the President of the Assembly^ of the Director-

General and of some of his staff would be In the Leamington Hotel, which was equipped 

with excellent conference rooms； the offices of the rest of the staff would Ъе in 

the Curtis Hotel. Plenary meetimgs of the Eleventh World Health Assembly would be 
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held in the auditorium of the new technical high school adjoining the Curtis Hotel. 

The Tenth Anniversary Commemorative Session would Ъе held in the civic auditorium, 

two blocks away. He thought that both those conference rooms would prove satisfactory. 

The Secretariat hoped to be able to provide simultaneous interpretation services and 

the usual services of other kinds which would be of almost the same standard as those 

provided at previous Health Assemblies• 

The meeting rose at 1 0 a . m . 


