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BIENNIAL REVIEW OP NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

The Director—General has the honour to submit the present document to the 

Executive Board in conformity with the "Working Principles governing the 

Admission of Non-Governmental Organizations into Relations with WHO", As it 

will be recalled,： the last review of the list of non-governmental organizations 

in official relations was made at the seventeenth session of the Executive "5oard 

in January 1956-

The Director-General is pleased tr report that the contacts and the 

co-operation which have taken place during the last two years between the World 

Health Organization and the forty-three mon-governmental organizations in official 

1 

relations have been excellent. As he had recently the opportunity to declare in 

a message pf welcome on the occasion of the first issue of a new publication by 

a non-governmental organization, n i t is fully recognized today that no lasting 

progress in health work can be achieved without simultaneously undertaking to 

educate the populations in health matters, The need in this field is so vast, 

however, that WHO cannot pretend to cope alone wi the task. Nor о an govern-

mental health authorities, which are often short of trained technical personnel 

and adequate financial resources. Here the со-operation of non-governmental 

organizations is not only desirable but absolutely essential". 

As had been the case for previous reviews, the Birector-General invited all 

non-governmental organizations in official relations to offer^ if they so wished, 

comments or observations on their relations with WHO in 1956 and 1957 (in 1957 

only for the three non-governmental organizations admitted in January 1957)• 

Aüynost all of them replied in expressing their satisfaction and the wish that the 

Executive üoard decides to maintain the official relations between -them and WHÔ, 

S^g list in Annex 
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Generally speaking, the experience of the last two years- shows an increased 

interest on the part of the non—governmental organizations in the programme activities 

of Ш0 , and a better awareness of WHO's responsibilities and methods of work. In this 

connexion, it is. significant to note the increasing representation of non-governmental 

organisations at the regional coramittges meetings and also the increasing number of 

references to WHO in the publications of the non-governmental organizations. It 

appears, furthermore, that an increasing number cf non-governmental organizations think 

it appropriate to invite WHO not only, as has been the case since their admission into 

official relationship, to be represented at their meetings, but sometimes also to take 

part in the technical preparation of conferences, congresses, seminars, etc. In other 

o a s ^ t h e inviting organizations express the wish that the WHO representative deliver 

an address or an expose on ШО'э activities in the field concerned or on those aspects 

of the matter under discussion which are within W H O 1 s competence. 

It m a y be also interesting to note that, in addition to those non-governmental 

organizations which have had for many years a local representative in Geneva, other 

organizations appointed liaison officers with WHO, 

These developments, which are beneficial both to WHO and to the non-governmental 

organizations concerned, and which are indicative not only of a mutual spirit of oo_ 

operation, but moreover of a determination to make full use of the possibilities of 

working in common, resulted into a multiplication and an intensification of personal 

contacts, the importance of which need net be emphasized and which, in turn, were 

instrumental in strengthening the working relations between WHO and the non-governmental 

organizations. 

The two years under review may be too short a period to call for a detailed report 

on the со—operation, between WËO and‘each of the forty-three non-governmental organiza-

t i o n s i n official relations. In the first place, no significant., changes could be 

expecté'd within two years, and the forms of co-operation- to which reference is made 

below, remain substantially the same. Moreover, a detailed report on a relatively 

short period might suggest conclusions not always reflecting the reality^ In view of the 

extrême diversity in the aims, structures, methods of work, activities of these 

organizations, and of the fact that, for an appreciable part, the opportunities of 
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co-operation depend on W H O 1 s programme of activities in a given year, it would be almost 

impossible to prevent such factual report from throwing into light easily identifiable 

examples of co-operation, to the detriment of other forms of relationship which, 

however essential or profitable as they m a y b e , can hardly be put into words. Relations 

do not only consist in or result into tangible facts sueoeptible of immediate 

assessment, and, though it is evident that, within any period of two given years, some 

non-governmental organizations necessarily have more opportunities than others to 

contribute their share to WHO's activities, it might not be equitable to cristallize 

this natural fact. 

The Director-General is satisfied with the increasing co-operation which has taken 
1 

place in 1956 and 1957 with áll non-governmental organizations in official relations, 

and would suggest that the Executive Board decides to maintain them all on the list. 

In this regard, the Board may be interest in the remarks and information which 

follow. 

First, much m a y be said concerning the relations between WHO and the non-

governmental organizations, in addition to the introductory observations in the present 

r e p o r t , which oould apply to most of themJ they are given opportunities to assist in 

investigations toward the selection of members of expert advisory panels or of 

consultants； m a n y of their specialists are members of expert a ^ i s o r y panels and m a y 

thus be invited, in a personal capacity, to serve on expert committees; their congresses 

give to WHO opportunities to make known its w o r k , its realizations, its publications, 

its problems, its needs. The Director-General and the various units of the Secretariat 

entertain constant correspondence with practically all of them and receive frequent 

visits from their executive heads of their specialists. 

However, the co-operation between WHO and these organizations take a number of other 

aspects which, in an attempt to simplify the presentation, could be classified under 

"three main headings ； 

(a) the cases where a non—governmental organization performs some activity, 

generally on WHO's request, which contributes to WHO's discharge of 

responsibilities; 

1
 See list in Annex 
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(b) the cases where there is mutual assistance for the preparation of a 

、meeting; 

(c) the cases where a non-governmental organization gives publicity to Ш0Й 

. . . • • • • ’ • 

A , Under (a)， the folfiowing examples may be quoted г 

- symposia organized b y the Council for international Organizations of Medical 

Sciences (CIQMS). on the methodoio^y in geographic pathology^ on abnormal haemoglobin, 

on the sensitivity reactions to drugs, on the oxygen supply to the foetus; 

一 the work carried out by one of the national members of the 工international 

Association for the Prevention of BIi_ndne,ss on onchocerciasis in Africa； 

- t h e assistance given b y the Internat:^nol Dental Federation for the 

preparation of the V/orld Directory of Dental Schools； 

• 一 the production, b y the Into:^ American Association of Sanitary Engineering, of 

a multi-language glossary and dictionary of sanitary engineering; 

- t h e information. collec.ted. by the International Council of Nurses and the 

工n~ternati〇na]^p〇mmiti:ee of Catholic Kurges from their national associations for the 

preparation of an expert committee on public health nursing in 1958; 

- t h e discussion with the League of Red Oros s Societies of blood bank projects 

proposed b y countries and the cb"i … o ncu1tants for these projects; 

- t h e studies made b y the International Union against Cancer for the preparation 

of a nomenclature of cancer and a statistical code for human tumours； 

- t h e studies made b y the Ijrfce^national Union against Venereal Diseases and the 

^Treponematoses concerning the non-gonococcal methritides, the incidence of syphilis 

and other venereal infections in Mediterranean ports； 

一 the co-operation of the International Paediatric Association Дп the studies 

on paediatric education in Europe and Latin America； 

- t h e help given b y the Central_Co : noil for Health Education to meet requests 

for prototype samples of simple economical teaching aids on health s ^ j e e t s ; 
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. t h e active promotion of modern concepts of health education by the 

International Union for Health Education of the Public; 

- the collaborative efforts with the International Hydatidоlaical Association 

for hydatidosis control; 

_ the studies made by the International Society of Criminology on traffic 

accidents； 

_ the activities of the International Leprosy Association for the research and 

education of the public in problems relating to leprosy and its control; 

一 the studies made by the International п.о-яШ. zation against Trachoma on problems 

of epidemiology, etiology and therapy; 

_ the constant assistance rendered by the International Commission on Radiological 

^oteotion and the International Commission on Radiological Units and Measurements, two 

v e r y closely linked organizations, which between them concentrate practically the whole 

o f world expert Icnowledge in radiation, and without which WHO would not have been able 

to contemplate an adequate approach to the question of the peaceful uses of atomic 

energy, or to contribute to the work of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the 

Effects of Atomic Radiation; 

一 the consultations with the World Confederation for Physical Therapy in relation 

with the training standards for physical therapists; 

. t h e studies made by the World Federation of Societies cf Anaestheslologists on 

t h e formulation of basic and specialists- training requirements in anaesthesiology; 

_ the studies made by the Nomenclature Committee of the International Association 

of Microbiological Societies. 

B. Under (b), the following examples may be quoted: 

. t h e preparation of and participation in the Eighth International Conference of 

Social Work (followed by the Nursing Advisory Committee of the League of Red Cross 

Sooieties), and the preparation of the Ninth Conference, to be held in 1958; 
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-
t h e

 Preparation of the joint seminar convened b y the Internr.tional Hospital 

Federation and the International Union of Architects； 

-
t h e

 Preparation of the programme of ths Seventh Congress of the International 

Leprosy Association, in conjunction with WHO conferences in the same field,-

-
t h e

 advice given to seminars of the International Union against Cancer regarding 

the possible establishment of pilot zones for determining canacr frequency in Africa； 

- t l l e Preparation with the World Federation for Mental Health, of meetings to be 

held in Africa in 1958； 

- t h e participation in the study courses organized b y the World Federation of United 

Nations Aspociation_s_ at each World .Health Assembly and in seminars； 

- t h e collaboration with the World Medical Association for the organization of the 

Second World Conference on Medical Education, to be held in 1959, and participation in 

other meetings^ 

- t h e participation of the In bernational Society for the Welfare of Cripples and of 

the in the Rehabilitation Seminar for Asia and the Par East held 

in S o l o , Indonesia, in collaboration with the United Nations and the International Labour 

Organisation： 

- t h e participation of tbe Madical Director of гЬе Central Council for Health 

Education as consultant in seminars and training courses； 

- t h e participation of the International Commigsicn on Radiological Protection U 

the International Commission on Radiological Units and Measurements in all WHO meetings 

dealing with the peaceful uses of atomic energy； 

- t h e organization of a seminar on Voca-i.ional Rehabilitation cf the Tuberculous 

convened b y the World Veterans Federation (with also the 'International Labour 

Organisation ' s participation,)； 
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С' Under (с), reference may be ruado to the publications of many of the non-

governmental organisations already quoted (such as the International U n i o n j œ： 

Health Education of the Public, the Central Council for Health Education, the 

^ ^ ^ n ^ o Z ^ the M e r n ^ i o n ^ e n t a l Feder.tion, the W - l l I ^ ^ t i o n 

o f U n i t e d Nations, the ^ r ^ o n a l j i o s p ^ l . F e d e r a t i o n , etc.), and also of the 

Medical Women's International Association. 

Moreover, reference should be made to the role played, for example, by the 

r a t i n g s of the T 山 洲 ⑷ ⑶ a l . Pharmaceutical Federation 1л the d i s s e c t i o n of the 

”International Pharmacopoeia". 

The "Morid Health Day" gives also an opportunity to a number of non-govern-

m e n t a l organizations to assist efficiently W H O 1л ensuring an adequate celebration 

e f t h i s e v e n t . Particular reference should be made, 1л this respect, to the 

W e r l d Federation of N ^ ^ ^ s o c i a t ^ and a great number of its 

national a s s o c i a t e s , to the League, o l R e d Cross Societies, and, for 1957， 

to the T.t..,national Union for Child W e l t o . 讪 她
 m a d e a n

 ― 咖 加 脚 

o f the Ш 0 publications on the World Health Day's theme "Food and Health 

f o r the celebration, together ,ith ШПСЕР, of the Universal Children's Day. 

A ! a S t r e f e r e n c e ,让 addition to the three headings (a), (b) and (c) listed 

above, should be made to tho Technical Discussions at World Health Assemblies. 

T h e p a r t i c i m t i o n of 臓-governmental organizations to these discussions, «hxch xs 

always noteworthy, has been specially appreciated 1л 1956 and 1957| on bofeb 

occasions, the very useful preparatory 職к raade by several organizations and thear 

active participation in the discussions contributed to their success. 
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ANNEX 
ANNEXE 
ANEXO 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 
FEBRUARY 1957 

ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES EN RELATIONS OFFICIELLES 
AVEC L'OMS, FEVRIER 1957 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES CON LAS QUE LA OMS MANTIENE 
RELACIONES OFICIALES, FEBRERO 1957 

. INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF LEGAL MEDICINE AND OF SOCIAL MEDICINE 
ACADEMIE INTERNATIONALE DE MEDECINE LEGALE ET DE MEDECINE 

SOCIALE 
ACADEMIA INTERNACIONAL DE MEDICINA LEGAL Y SOCIAL 

. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS 
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DE PROPHYLAXIE DE LA CECITE 
ASOCIACION INTERNACIONAL DE PREVENCION DE LA CEGUERA 

. THE BIOMETRIC SOCIETY 
SOCIETE DE BIOMETRIE 
SOCIEDAD DE BIOMETRIA 

. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS 
COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
COMITE INTERNACIONAL DE LA CRUZ ROJA 

. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL WORK 
CONFERENCES INTERNATIONALES DE SERVICE SOCIAL 
CONFERENCIA INTERNACIONAL DE SERVICIOS SOCIALES 

. COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 
CONSEIL DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES DES SCIENCES MEDICALES 
CONSEJO DE ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES DE LAS CIENCIAS MEDICAS 

. INTERNATIONAL DENTAL FEDERATION 
FEDERATION DENTAIRE INTERNATIONALE 

. INTERNATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL FEDERATION 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE PHARMACEUTIQUE 
FEDERACION INTERNACIONAL FARMACEUTICA 

INTER-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SANITARY ENGINEERING 
ASSOCIATION INTER-AMERICAINE DE GENIE SANITAIRE 
ASOCIACION INTERAMERICANA DE INGENIERIA SANITARIA 



10. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES INFIRMIERES 
CONSEJO INTERNACIONAL DE ENFERMERAS 

11 INTERNATIONAL HOSPITAL FEDERATION 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES HOPITAUX 
FEDERACION INTERNACIONAL DE HOSPITALES 

12. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE L'HABITATION ET DE L'URBANISME 
FEDERACION INTERNACIONAL DE VIVIENDA Y URBANISMO 

13. INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION 
SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE DE LA LEPRE 
ASOCIACION INTERNACIONAL CONTRA LA LEPRA 

14. LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES 
LIGUE DES SOCIETES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
LIGA DE SOCIEDADES DE LA CRUZ ROJA 

15. INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE AGAINST RHEUMATISM 
LIGUE INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LE RHUMATISME 
LIGA INTERNACIONAL CONTRA EL REUMATISMO 

16. INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST CANCER 
UNION INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LE CANCER 
UNION INTERNACIONAL CONTRA EL CANCER 

17. INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS 
UNION INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LA TUBERCULOSE 
UNION INTERNACIONAL CONTRA LA TUBERCULOSIS 

18. INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST VENEREAL DISEASES AND THE 
TREPONEMATOSES 

UNION INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LE PERIL VENERIEN ET LES 
TREPONE MATOSES 

UNION INTERNACIONAL CONTRA LAS ENFERMEDADES VENEREAS Y LAS 
TREPONEMATOSIS 

19. INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CHILD WELFARE 
UNION INTERNATIONALE DE PROTECTION DE L'ENFANCE 
UNION INTERNACIONAL DE PROTECCION A LA INFANCIA 

20. WORLD FEDERATION FOR MENTAL HEALTH 
FEDERATION MONDIALE POUR LA SANTE MENTALE 
FEDERACION MUNDIAL PARA LA SALUD MENTAL 

21. WORLD FEDERATION OF UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATIONS 
FEDERATION MONDIALE DES ASSOCIATIONS POUR LES NATIONS UNIES 
FEDERACION MUNDIAL DE LAS ASOCIACIONES PRO NACIONES UNIDAS 



22. WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
ASSOCIATION MEDICALE MONDIALE 
ASOCIACION MEDICA MUNDIAL 

23. INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MICROBIOLOGICAL SOCIETIES 
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES SOCIETES DE MICROBIOLOGIE 
ASOCIACION INTERNACIONAL DE SOCIEDADES DE MICROBIOLOGIA 

24. INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE WELFARE OF CRIPPLES 
SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE POUR LA PROTECTION DES INVALIDES 
SOCIEDAD INTERNACIONAL PARA EL BIENESTAR DE LOS LISIADOS 

25. INTERNATIONAL PAEDIATRIC ASSOCIATION 
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DE PEDIATRIE 
ASOCIACION INTERNACIONAL DE PEDIATRIA 

26. CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR HEALTH EDUCATION 

27. INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF CATHOLIC NURSES 
COMITE INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIQUE DES INFIRMIERES ET 

ASSISTANTES MEDICO-SOCIALES 
COMITE INTERNACIONAL CATOLICO DE ENFERMERAS Y ASISTENTAS 

MEDICOSOCIALES 

28. MEDICAL WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES FEMMES MEDECINS 
ASOCIACIÓN INTERNACIONAL DE MEDICAS 

29. WORLD UNION OSE — (Child Relief and Health Protection of Jewish 
Populations) 

UNION MONDIALE OSE - (Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants et de Protection 
de la Santé des Populations juives) 

UNION OSE - (Organización de Salud y de Protección a la Infancia Hebrea) 

30. INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR HEALTH EDUCATION OF THE PUBLIC 
UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR L'EDUCATION SANITAIRE DE LA 

POPULATION 
UNION INTERNACIONAL PARA LA EDUCACION SANITARIA POPULAR 

31. INTERNATIONAL HYDATIDOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE D'HYDATIDOLOGIE 
ASOCIACION INTERNACIONAL DE НГОАТШОЬООГА 

32. INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY 
SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE DE CRIMINOLOGIE 
SOCIEDAD INTERNACIONAL DE CRIMINOLOGIA 

33. INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR BLOOD TRANSFUSION 
SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE DE TRANSFUSION SANGUINE 
SOCIEDAD INTERNACIONAL PARA LAS TRANSFUSIONES DE SANGRE 



34. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION AGAINST TRACHOMA 
ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE CONTRE LE TRACHOME 
ORGANIZACION INTERNACIONAL CONTRA EL TRACOMA 

35. INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON RADIOLOGICAL PROTECTION 
COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DE PROTECTION CONTRE LES RADIATIONS 
COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE PROTECCION CONTRA LAS RADIACIONES 

36. INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON RADIOLOGICAL UNITS AND MEASUREMENTS 
COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DES UNITES ET MESURES RADIOLOGIQUES 
COMISION INTERNACIONAL DE UNIDADES Y PATRONES RADIOLOGICOS 

37. PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESSES 

COMMISSION PERMANENTE DES CONGRES INTERNATIONAUX DE MEDECINE 
VETERINAIRE 

COMITE PERMANENTE DE LOS CONGRESOS INTERNACIONALES DE 
VETERINARIA 

38. WORLD VETERANS FEDERATION 
FEDERATION MONDIALE DES ANCIENS COMBATTANTS 
FEDERACION MUNDIAL DE VETERANOS 

39. INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE GYNECOLOGIE ET D'OBSTETRIQUE 
FEDERACION INTERNACIONAL DE GINECOLOGIA Y OBSTETRICIA 

40. WORLD CONFEDERATION FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY 
CONFEDERATION MONDIALE DE PHYSIOTHERAPIE 
CONFEDERACION MUNDIAL DE FISIOTERAPIA 

41. INTERNATIONAL DIABETES FEDERATION 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DU DIABETE 
FEDERACION INTERNACIONAL DE LA DIABETES 

42. INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF MIDWIVES 
CONFEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES SAGES-FEMMES 
CONFEDERACION INTERNACIONAL DE PARTERAS 

43. WORLD FEDERATION OF SOCIETIES OF ANAESTHESIOLOGISTS 
FEDERATION MONDIALE DES SOCIETES D'ANESTHESIOLOGIE 
FEDERACION MUNDIAL DE SOCIEDADES DE ANESTESIOLOGOS 
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