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EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO CEYLON 

1. The Emergency Situation 

The members of the Executive Board will doubtless have seen from reports in 

the prese that Ceylon has been recently stricken by floods. Briefly the situation, 

according to available information, is as follows. After three weeks of heavy 

monsoon rain a cyclone swept over the island on 24 December. As a result it appears 

that at least one-third of the land surface of the island is or has been under 

anything from four to ten feet of water. In the hilly areas, otherwise free from 

the effect of floods, numerous landslides have swept away homes and damaged 

communications. While the official estimate indicates that the disaster has caused 

200 deaths and made 300 000 people homeless, what may be the fate of the people 

isolated in numerous places is still unknown. 

2. Rectuests for WHO assistance 

The Director of the South-East Asia Regional Office, through the area 

representative in Ceylon, immsdiately offered to render all possible assistance 

through some of the existing WHO staff in the country, such as the paediatrician, 

â nurse, a sanitary engineer and a sanitarian. It was further enquired whether 

there was a need for WHO, which it was emphasized was not a relief organization, 

to provide some small amount of emergency medical supplie s to relieve the 

immediate situation. Subsequently the Regional Director received the following 

two telegraphic requests from the Director of Health, Ceylon： 

URGENTLY REQUIRED S*0R RELIEF WORK STOP 

ONEHUMJREDTHOUSAND CC ANTÏ CHOLERA 

VACCINE STOP GRATEFUL IF IMMEDIATELY 

DESPATCHED 



URGENTLY REQUIRED FOR FLOOD RELIEF 

STOP 5000000 CC TAB VACCINE STOP 

GRATEFUL IF DESPATCHED IMMEDIATELY 

The estimated cost of the amount of cholera vaccine requested would not exceed 

US $ 2500, As regards the request for 5 ООО ООО cc typhoid vaccine, it is very-

difficult to judge the need for this large amount without receiving detaiÜBd justifi~ 

cation from the Government. It would seem that this large quantity is rather in the 

nature of giving preventive inoculation to most of the population of the couxitry 

(total population 7 ООО 000). Following the recommendation of the Regional Director 

a token amount of about 300 000 cc^ instead of the 5 ООО 000 cc requested, was 

considered appropriate to be made available by WHO, thereby enabling the Government 

to start essential vaccinations immediately until they are able to obtain the remaining 

quantity from other sources such as bilateral organisations and the Red Cross, The 

estimated cost for this quantity of typhoid vaccine would not exceed US $ 9000. The 

total costs, therefore, for both the cholera and the typhoid vaccine s would not 

exceed US $ 11 500. In view of the emergency nature of the situation, the Regional 

Office for South-East Asia has tentatively arranged to obtain these two vaccine s from 

stocks available in India for despatch to Ceylon without delay. 

3. Use of the Executive Board Special Fund 

Since the above request for emergency assistance would clearly fall within the 
1 

scope of Article 28 (i) of the Constitution and resolution EB15.R59 adopted by the 

Board at its fifteenth session, the Director-General, in accordance with the provisions 

of paragraph 8 of the above-mentioned resolution, consulted the Chairman of the 

Executive Board, who was present ±n Geneva for the meeting of the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance, and obtained his agreement to use the Executive Board 

Special Fund for the purpose. The necessary steps have therefore been taken to provide 

without delay some of the urgent assistance requested by the Govermnent of Ceylon. 

厶. Reimbursement of the Executive Board Special Fund 

The Seventh World Health Assembly, when establishing the Executive Board Special 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 4th ed.， 249 



Fund, in resolution WHA7#24 , authorized "the Executive Board to use this fund to meet 

emergencies and unforeseen contingencies, any amounts used under this authorization 

to be replaced by making specific provisions therefore in the next year^$ annual budget^ 

except when expenditures made under this authority are recoverable from some other 

s o u r c e T h e Director-General suggests that rather than present supplementary estimates 

for 1958 to the Eleventh World Health Assembly to reimburse the Special Fund, the 

Board may wish to consider recommending to the Health Assembly that the fund be reim-

bursed by a transfer from the available cash balance in the Assembly Suspense Accounts 

5. Action required by the Executive Board 

If the Board is satisfied with the actions taken as described above and agrees 

with the suggestion made for reimbursing the Special Fund, it may wish to adopt a 

resolution along the following lines： 

"The Executive Board 

Having noted the request of the Government of Ceylon for urgent assistance 

in combatting epidemics likely to arise aâ a result of the floods which have 

recently stricken Ceylon5 

Considering that this situation constitutes an emergency as defined in 

Article 28 (i ) of the Constitution, and qualified for assistance from the 

Executive Board Special Fund under the terms of resolution ЕВ15Л59; and 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the emergency 

assistance provided to Ceylon from the Executive Board Special Fund； 

1# NOTES with approval the actions taken by the Director-General in 

collaboration with the Chairman of the Executive Board to provide assistance 

to the Government of Ceylon from the Executive Board Special Fund, the 

estimated cost of which would not exceed US dollars 11 500; and 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Eleventh World Health Assembly that it Adopt the 

following resolution： 

1 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions� 4th e d ” 249 



"The Eleventh World Health Assembly 

Having noted the action taken by the Executive Board at its twenty-

first session to provide emergency assistance in an ainount not exceeding 

US dollars 11 500 from the Executive Board Special Fund to the Government 

of Ceylon; 

Considering that the amount used from the Executive Board Special Fund 

has to be replaced to bring the fund to the amount of US dollars 100 000 as 

established by resolution WHA7.24 of the Seventh World Health Assembly^ 

and 

Noting that there is a sufficient cash balance available in the Assembly-

Suspense Account to replace the amount used from the Special Fund； 

AUTHORIZES the Director-General to transfer US $ 11 500 from the cash 

balance of the Assembly Suspense Account to the Executive Board Special Fund, 

thereby bringing the credit in the fund to its established amount of US $ 100 000m
xl 
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Report by the Director~General 

1 . In document EB21/60, the Director-General reported on the emergency assistance 

which had been provided to the Government of Ceylon through use of the Executive 

Board Special Fund. 

2. Since that document was prepared, a further communication has been received 

from the Govorrmvent of Ceylon stating that their requirement is 500 ООО oc of TAB 

vaccine, not five million, as appeared in the first cablegram. 250 000 cc have 

been supplied to the Government following their first request. The Director-General 

now recommends to the Board that additional TAB vaccine be supplied up to an 

additional 250 000 cc. 

3. Should the Board agree with this recommendation, the total cost to the 

Executive Board Special Fund would not exceed 20 ООО, instead of the Q 11 500 

shown in document ЕВ21/60. The Regional Director has been informed by the 

Government of Ceylon that the costs of some, if not all, of the TAB vaccine will 

be reimbursed by the Government of Geylon, To the extent that such reimbursement 

is obtained, the amount to be reimbursed from the Assembly Suspense Account will 

be correspondingly reduced. 

4* Should the Board agree with this rsconunendation, the draft resolution to be 

considered by the Board, as suggested in document EB21/60, should be revised to 

read as follows s 
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"The Executive Board 

Having noted the request of the Government of Ceylon for "urgent assistance 

in combating epidemics likely to arise as a result of the floods "which have 

recently stricken Ceylon； 

Considering that this situation constitutes an emergency as defined in 

Article 28 (i) of the Constitution^ and qualifies for assistance from the 

Executive Board Special Fund under the terms of resolution EB15•R59; ал<1 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the emergency. 

assistance provided to Ceylon from the Executive Board. Special Fund and his 

report on additional assistance required； 

NOTES with approval the actions taken by the Director-General in 

collaboration ш-th the Chairman of the Executive Board to provide assistance 

to the Government of Ceylon from the Executive Board Special Fund, the 

estimated cost of •which would not exceed US dollars 11,500； and 

AUTHORIZES the Director-General to provide the additional assistance 

requested by the Government of Ceylon, from the Executive Board Special Fund� 

provided that the cost of that assistance, added to the assistance described 

in paragraph 1# above> shall not exceed §20,000• 

3 . RECOMMENDS to the Eleventh World Health Assembly that it adopt the 

following resolution: 

"The Eleventh World Health Assembly-

Having noted the action taken by the Executive Board at its twenty-first 

session to provide emergency assistance in an amount not exceeding 

US dollars 20^000 from the Executive Board Special Fund to the Government of 

Ceylon； 



Considering that the amount used from the Executive Board Special Fund 

has to be replaced to bring the fund to the amount of US dollars 100,000, as 

established by resolution WHA.7«24 of the Seventh World Health Assembly； and 

Noting that there is a sufficient cash balance available in the Assembly-

Suspense Account to replace the amount used from the Special Fund； 

AUTHORIZES the Director-General ttí transfer the amount necessary to 

reimburse the Executive Board Special Fund from the cash balance of the 

Assembly Suspense Account, taking into account any reimbursement of these 

costs received from the Government of Ceylon, thereby bringing the credit 

in the fund to its established amount of US $100,000,"11 


