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1 . ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE "WESTERN PACIFIC: Item П.ПЛ 
of the Agenda (Document EB19/57)

1

 (continued) 

Dr DOROLLE^ Deptrfcy Director-Gene ral, drew the Board's attention to a working 

paper (EB19/kp/l) that had just been distributed； it contained a minor correction 

2 
to the draft resolution set out in paragraph 4

#
1 of document EB19/57-

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General，Department of Administration and Finance
9 

answering questions that had been raised at the previous meeting
s
 said he would 

deal with Dr Moore
1

 s comments along with those of Mr Sait a. 

Mr Saita's first point dealt with the general requirements of the proposal 

presented to the Philippine Government during negotiations, which envisaged an 

outright gift of about 50 per cent, of the cost of the building and an interest-free 

loan to be granted by that government to cover the remaining 50 per cent, of the 

building costs. In that connexion, it was important that the Board be aware of the 

extensive negotiations that had taken place with the Philippine Government over a 

period of years. He would recall, too, that at the last three Health Assemblies 

statements had been made on behalf of the Director-General emphasizing the importance 

of establishing the regional offices in permanent accommodation, adequate to the 

needs • Negotiations had therefore been in process with all the host governBBnts 

with that end in view. 

The question of adequate accommodation for the Western Pacific Regional Office 

went back to the sixth session of that Regional Committee, held in September 1955* 

At that tine the Philippine GovernirBnt had offered to provide a tract of land ат̂ау 

from Manila but no funds to cover the cost of building. The Regional Committee had 

1

 Reproduced, with the omission of section 4, in Annex 5 to Off. Rec
r
 ICLd ELth 

^ 2 k 松 “ 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 

о 
To replace the words "house the staff of" in the last paragraph of the 

preamble by "provide s owe office space for" 



not considered that offer suitable to its requirements and had requested the Regional 

Director to continue negotiations (EB19/57， paragraph 1.6). Subsequent to those 

instructions, the Regional Director had taken up the matter vigorously with the 

philippine Government and, in response to his request in August 1956 far assistance, 

the Director-General had sent him (Mr Siegel) to take part in the negotiations. 

Those negotiations had then been pursued on the basis of the requirements set out 

in document EB19/57, paragraph 1-3, and it had been made clear to the Philippine 

Government that the Director-General would recommend acceptance of an offer on those 

lines to the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly. 

The offer that was eventually forthcoming fi-om the Philippine Government did 

not comply in full with those requirements； . it made no provision for an ùiterest-

ffee loan to be repaid over a period of thirty years. Nevertheless, the 

philippine Government's offer had been submitted to the Regional Committee at its 

seventh session in September 1956, and the Committee had adopted a resolution 

requesting the Regional Director to ask the Director-General to report the proposal 

t 0
 the Executive Board at its present session and to the Tenth World Health Assembly, 

in order that a final decision might be taken (EB19/57, paragraph 1*8), The 

Regional Committee, in that resolution, expressed its appreciation to the Government 

of the philippines for the generous offer. 

With regard to the specific point raised by Mr Saita, all he could say was 

that the Director-General 抑s in the hands of the Executive Board and the World 

Health Assembly, If the Board should see fit to recommend non-acceptance of the 

offer, and the Health Assembly concurred, the Director-General would have no recourse 

but to continue negotiations with the Philippine Government on lines to be laid 

down for him. 



Obher points raised had dealt with the provision of accommodation within the 

envisaged Regional Office building for other international organizations. The 

following organizations had said that at the present time they had no interest in 

accommodation in Manila : ITU, WMO, FAO, ICAO, ILO, the International Monetary Fund 

and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. The United Nations, 

UNICEF and TAB had, on the other hand, asked that office space be made available to 

them to a totaX of some 240 square metres• In accordance with the established 

practice among the international organizations of making office space available on 

a reciprocal basis, the Director-General had not envisaged obtaining a contribution 

from those organizations far the cost of building. The usual arrangement in such 

cases was that the organizations bore their share of operation and maintenance costs 

only (for example, as WHO occupied space in the Palais and in the United Nations 

building in New York). 

Mr Siegel then reported on the existing arrangements in each region. 

Finally, with regard to the comments on the possibility of voluntary-

contributions from the governments of the Region, it might be useful to refer to 

Article 50 (f) of the WHO Constitution,which made provision for regional committees 

to make additional regional appropriations by the governments of the respective 

regions if the proportion of the central budget of the organization allotted to that 

region was insufficient for the carrying out of the regional functions. While 

voluntary contributions were not equivalent to appropriations, it would seem that 

the proposal to ask for voluntary contributions in the present instance was not at 

all unreasonable. 



Dr JAFAE found the whole proposal, as it stood at present, somewhat iramature. 

Negotiations had still to be completed on two points of difference between th6 

original requireinents laid, down and the Philippine Governments offer. Until 

those points were settled, it would be very difficult for the Executive Board to 

make any definitive recommendation. Moreover, it seemed to him that it would Ъб 

as w^ll to lay dora general principles for guidance In consideration of the question 

of financing accommodation for the regional offices in general. 

Since the position in the Western Pacific Region appeared x,o be somewhat 

different from that of some other regions, in that it vras proposed that funds should 

be made available from the central budget to" provide accommodation for the Regional 

Office, it was only fair that the whole questicaa of the headquarters of the 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific should be reopened^ It might be that some 

other countries of the Region would be willing to make a better offer than that 

put forward by the Philippine Government. 

Accordingly ̂  it was his opinion that th6 D ire ctor -Ge ne ral should, whil€ 

continuing negotiations with the Philippine Government, also consider the other 

possibilities hs had ；just mentioned, with a view to laying a complete proposal 

before the Tenth World Health Assembly. 

Mr SAITA thanked Mr Siegel for his explanations, -which had satisfied M m on 

his earlier queries# There was one further point on which he would like 

enlightenment, name lys would the provision in Article 50 (f) of the Constitution 

- w h i c h he noticed dealt with the functions of the regional committees 一 provide 

legal authority for requesting voluntary contributions ？ 



Mr BOUCEER, alternate to Sir John Charles^ speaking as Chairman of the Standing 

Committee on AdiTiinistration and. Finance, pointed out that it would be premature for 

the Board, to adopt in full the draft resolution submitted for its consideration in 

document EB19/57. The Standing Committee should first be given the opportunity to 

study the plan for the financing of the construction of the Regional Office building 

submitted by the Director-General. As yet, the Standing Committee had not given 

that matter full consideration, on the understanding that a report on it was being 

submitted to the Board. 

The CHâlRMâN concurred in Mr Boucher's view, but pointed out that the draft 

resolution was not yet under consideration. 

Mr S3EGEL agreed with Dr Jafar that it would be advantageous for the Health 

Assembly to take decisions of principle on the policy to be followed by the 

Organization in regard, to the financing of permanent accommodation for regional 

offices. Perhaps the Board might like to make recommendations on the point for 

the Health Assembly's consideration. The absence of such directives had constituted 

a problem for the Director-General in negotiating with the Philippine Govornrnent, 

and if he were to be asted to continue negotiations, it would be important for him 

to have an established policy for his guidance. The two points of difforunce were, 

of course, ones on which negotiations could be pursued in the meanwhile. 

With regard to Mr Saita
1

 s remarks, he was aware that Article 50(f) of the 

Constitution dealt with the functions of the regional committees, and he had not 

been suggesting that any other body was in a position to usurp the regional 



committee«s prerogative ef deciding enj question of additional appropriations. 

What.he had wished to convey was that, in view of that provision, it would seem 

that to request voluntary contributions would be a reasonable approach in the 

present instance. 

He could see no objection.to the Board's referring, the plan of financing, to 

the Standing Committee for its prior consideration, but it seemed to him that 

the Board wovld wish first to settle certain points of principle. 

The СМ1НШШ, summing：; up, said that it would be well for the Executive Board 

to give the Director-General directives on which to base the further continuance 

of nefotiations. 

The DIRECTOR- GMERAL observed that there was a further point that had to be 

taken into consideration, namely, the position of the Hegional Canaiittee. 
"i ‘， -ч. 9 

One of the difficulties of the Secretariat i a ce^otiating with the Philli^ine 

Goverxment arose from the fact it had not the authority to decide upon the 

seat of the regional offices that was a responsibility of the regional committee 

in the first instance. It тиго\д1с1 accordingly be difficult ior the Director-

General to open negotiations for a different seat from that chosen, 

. • 

Dr JA.FAR said he was not contesting the right of the regional committee to 

decide upon its seat. It mifht be vrell, however, to inquire into the undertaking 

given by the Host Government at the time that seat was decided upon. He understood 

that the Host Government had agreed to provide accomnwdation for the regional office 

free c£ charge» The question that how arose was whether the bost Government 
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was unwilling .to.fulfil that obligation» If that were so, the whole question 

could be reopened, 

ïhe DIREiCTOB- GMSRAL stated that the Philippine Government had, in the first 

years when the Regional Office was located in Manila, provided office accommodation, 

which Had since become inadequate for the Regional Office's needs as activities in 

the Region expanded. 

Ï&* SAITA seconded Dr Jafar's proposal that the Eoard ask the Director-Generalj 

(1) to continue negotiations with a view to having the Philippine Government accept 

in full the terms first envisaged, including the interest-free loan； (2) to report 

all developments to the Tenth World Health Assembly, and leave the final decision 

to that body, 

The DIRBCTOE-GENERAL, answering points raised by DP Mtar, stated that the 

agreement he had signed with the Host Government did not include the undertaking 

to provide suitable office accommodation. That undertaking might have been made 

to the regional committee. 

The position In respect of the other regions was as follows; The Host 

Government of the African Regional Office provided office acconrnodation rent free 

for as-long as the Organization wished to have Itj a free site and building, had 

been provided for the Regional Office for Europe¿ the premises of the Regional 

Office for the /anericas had been financed by PASO out of a loan, which had sub-

sequently Ъеёй repaid tgr the Member countries without cost to 1K0¿ the Egyptian 

Goverment had fiven the Orfaniaation a nine years' lease 0x1 the premises occupied 
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by the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office, at a nominal rent, That lease 

would expire in Jane 1958 and he was beginning negotiations with the Egyptian 

Government for the future. №e arrangement with the Indian Government in respect 

of the South-East Asia Regional Office was a provisional one, and again negotiations 

•were under way with a view to obtaining peimianent acccamodation. The Philippine 

Government had provided suitable accommodation for the Western Pacific Regional 

Office at the outset but it was now inadequate. Hence, the need for tho present 

negotiations, 

Dr JAFAR said that what he wanted to find out was whether, in general, the 

host governments were fulfilling the offers made at the time the decisions wei-e 

taken on the seats of the various regional offices, 

ïïie DIREXJTOBr-GENSîAL undertook to look up the records in order to provide 

exact informetion to Dr Jafar, 

The СЕАШ'Ш suggested deferring further discussion of t he item until that 

information was available. 

It таз so agreed (see minutes of the twelfth meeting, section 2). 

2, REPORT ON t h e EIGETE SESSION OF THE RÉGION/丄 сошаттж FOR THE AMERICAS/ 

П MEETING..OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF РЛБО； Item 7.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EHL9/28) 

Dr GONZALEZ, Deputy Regional Director for the Americas, presented, on behalf 

of the Director of the pan American Sanitary Bureau, Tfliiich served as the Ш0 

Regional Office for the Americas, the report on the IX Meeting of the Directing 
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Council of the Pan American Sanitary Organization which TOS also the Regional 

Committee for the Mericas» The session had been held in Guatemala in September 

1956. 

There were two annexes to the report. Annex 1 was the official Flfi^I 

Act drawn up and signed by the government representatives attending the seseioii. 

Annex 2 was a summary of the discussions and of the action taken at the session^ 

intended to facilitate the studj厂 of the Ejcecutive Board^ and it was divided into 

four parts• 

Part 工 concerned the Annual Report of the Director of PASB for 1955, 

In conunenting on the report and on the discussion of the report at the session, 

he would mention the main activities during 1955 an;
1

.〔Ive some details regarding 

some selected activities undertaken in 1956. The report covered all the activities, 

including not only those financed by VíhO under regular and Technical Assistance 

funds, but also those financed from regular and special funds of PASO. An attempt 

had been made to draft the report in such a way that it would be of interest not 

only to the governments of the region but also to technical persons, schools of 

medicine and public health, and the public in general. 

The Annual Report contained information rej ardinf 121 field projects in 

operation in 1955, of which 45 were of the category known as "inter-country projects". 

He made reference to the trend observed in the region in those inter-country 

activities, especially in educational fields. Another development in the region 

was that national plans were to an increasinf extent being drawn up so as to prepare 

for subsequent international co-operation re^ardirif healthy With retard to the 

improvement of basic public-health services, he would merely mention that the number 
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of integrated public-health projects in the region was on the increasej some of 

them were mainly concerned with local and rural health services, others were of 

provincial or state scope, and some covered the country as a whole. 

More and more interest in maternal and child health was being shoi/m in the 

region, particularly in respect of diarrhoea and enteritis, which were among the 

leading causes of death in most of the countries, and first in nine of them. 

The problem demanded a team approach and a c c o r d i n g l y arrangements were being made 

for holding seminars at which members of all different disciplines concerned, 

including epidemiologists, sanitary engineers, nurses, public-health administrators 

and paediatricians, would meet to exchange views and e xperience. One such seminar 

had already been held in December 1955 and it was ejected to convene another in 

I956, Negotiations were in progress regarding certain field programmes, one of 

the main purposes of which was to encourage the widespread use of early oral 

relydration, making full use of auxiliary health personnel particularly in rural 

areas in -which medical facilities wers scarce. 

Amongst the рго̂гаданов concerned with coasnunicable diseases, those for 

malaria eradication were, of course, of great iaçortance and he would make some 

additional commsnts later. Prograacass were also being carried out for eradicating 

smallpox throueh the use of dried vaccine, which was suitable for the tropics, and 

the provision of consultants to advise on the development of programmes 1л 

individual countries. The g s e r m e n t s of the region were becoming increasingly 

interested in the problem of leprosy. A report on the situation was presented for 

consideration at the eighth session of the regional committee, as a result of which 

lengthy discussions took place. It was clear that there was not sufficient 



knowledge of the problem in the region and that further surveys were necessaryj 

he should mention that the Organization had been providing advisers particularly 

in the Caribbean area, and that a leprosy-control project was at present being 

e « T i ® d out in one of the countries of the region, for which UNICEF was providing 

©<jttipsient end drugs. 

To in^rove basic medical education, two seminars on preventive medicine had 

been held, one in 1955 and the other in 1956j those seminars had been attended 

ty deans and leading professors of preventive medicine from all the medical sefeoole 

in Latin America; a report on them would soon be published in the Bulletin of PASB, 

The schools of public health in the region had been helping the Organization to 

improve the training： of public health administrators by accepting students from all 

parts of the region, and the Organization had made arrangements for some years to 

facilitate the visits of professors of such schools to the countries frcm which 

students came, so that they could stut^" conditions there and adapt their teaching 

to those countries' requirements. Arrancenents had been made for training sanitary 

engineers and sanitary inspectors by means of special courses. He also indicated 

that there were other activities in the training of specialized ptrsomel, and 

made reference to the courses for training, personnel to operate small crater plants^ 

There had been several developments in the training of nurses¿ he was glad to 

be able to report that towards the end of 1956 the government of one country in 

the region and the Organization had come to the conclusion' that, after four years 

during which 1H0 had collaborated in the improvement of a school of nursin?, the 

school could in future continue its activities on its own, 
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As an indication of the interest in education and training, he mentioned ihat 

in eleven months of 1955 there had been granted 390 fellowships to persons from 

the Americas, while 93 fellows from other regions had arrived there for study. 

Part II of Annex 2 contained information on various subjects which seemed 

to be of importance. The first was malaria eradication, whioh could be considered 

as the most is^ortant development in the years 1955 and 1956. In this connexiOTi 

he mentioned that the United States representative had announced that his 

Government had decided to make a special contribution of $ 1 500 000 to PASO in 

1957 to increase PASO's special fund for antitnalaria activities in the ümericas. 

He also drew attention to the sub-paragraph at the bottom of page 47 of the 

document, which read: 

"The Council expressed the agreement of all countries that 
malaria should be £iven first priority among public-health problems, 
and reaffirmed its faith in the poeeibility of eradicating the disease 
in the Western Hemisphere." 

The second subject dealt with in Part II was lepro取，to which he had referred 

earlier. The third was fellowship programmes, regarding which he would like to 

draw attention to the sub-paragraph on page 51 reading» 

"Certain representatives believed that the basic studies should 
be taken in the student's огто country if the educational facilities 
are available, and that fellowships for traininr abroad should be 
reserved principally for specialized studies," 

The fourth subject was the question of "conditions of employment of regular and 

project personnel", which the Board, would probably discuss when it took up 

item 9.10 of its agenda. 



Part III of the Annex concerned programme and budget questions. The Directing 

Council had. considared jointly the proposed programme and budget estimates of WHO 

for the region for 1 9 5、 preliminary programme and budget estimates of PASO for 

1958, and in addition the proposed programme and budget estimates of PASO for 1957. 

This emphasized the fact that the multilateral international health programme in 

thQ Americas was a single programme irrespective of the financial sources civailabla 

for its implementati on. The proposed programme and budget estiletes had been 

referred to a working party composed of representatives from five countries； that 

working party's report was reproduced in Appendix A to Annex 2. 

Part IV dealt with the technical discussions which had taken place during the 

session, the subject of which had been "Methods for the preparation of national 

public health plans". The report of the specially appointed Rapporteur was 

attached as Appendix В to the annex. He believed that that report would provide 

valuable guidance for those responsible for drawing up national public health 

plans in the region, and perhaps also for public health administrators in other 

regions of the world. 

Dr DIAZ COLLEE said that he was convinced, that the Regional Office for the 

Americas had carried out its duties satisfactorily. 

He referred to the passage in the second paragraph on page 62 of the report 

reading 

"This Office /of Co-ordination/ centralizes and co-ordinates relations with 
UNICEF, United Nations Technical Assistance, Technical Co-operation oí the 
Organization of American States, and many other agencies. As pointed out 
in the Director's annual report (pegs 125), the need for co-ordination 
stems mainly from the complex conditions under which the programme operates, 
for that programme includes four distinct sources of funds, each with its 
own policy and procedures". 
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Such co-ordination was obviously very important, and he urged that steps should 

be taken to standardize as far as possible the procedures in question» 

As stated on page 67 of the report, it had been noted that a fairly large 

amount of money, some | 150 000, was required for pension fund payments, 

PASO contributed amounts equal to 14 per cent, of the salaries of PASO officials 

to the Joint Staff Pension Fund of the United Nations and specialized agencies 

of the United Nationsj if those officials left PASO before they completed five 

years of service the amounts in question were retained by the Joint Staff Pension 

Fund, and the use to which it mifht eventually be put was not entirely concerned 

with inç>roving public health. As he understood that ШО was studying a scheme 

by which staff employed for less than five years should not belong to the Joint 

Staff Pension Fund, he would be glad to hear the Directoiv.General's views on the 

subject. 

The СЫШШШ said the Board must defer further discussion on the item until 

the following day, since a number of the Board
1

 s committees were due to meet in 

a few minutes
1

 time (see minutes of the seventh meeting, section 3)• 

The r^eilng rose at 3.50 p>m„ 
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1, АСС0ММ0БАТ1Ш FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC: Item 7.7.1 
of the Agenda (Document .EB19/57) (continued) 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, drew the Board's attention to a working 

paper (EB19/(iP/l) that had just been distributed； it contained a minor amendment 

tû the draft resolution set out in paragraph 4.1 of document EB19/57. 

Ifr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and Finance 

answering questions that had been raised at the previous meeting, said he would deal 

with Dr Moore
1

 s comments along with those of Mr Saita. 

№• Saita's first point dealt with the general requirements of the proposal 

presented to the Philippine Government during negotiations, which envisaged an 

outright gift of about 50 per cent/of the cost of the building and an interest-

free loan to be granted by that government to cover the remaining 50 per cent, of 

the building costs. In that connexion, it was important that the Board be aware 

of the extensive negotiations that had taken place with the Philippine Government 

ever a period of years. He would recall, too, that at the last three Health 

Assemblies statements had been made on behalf of the Dire сtor-Gen¿ral emphasizing 

the importance ef establishing the regional offices in permanent accommodation, 

adequate to the needs. Negotiations had therefore been in process with a 11 th6 

host governments with that end in view. 

The question of adequate acccMnodation for the Western Pacific Regional Office 

went back to the sixth session of that Regional Contóittee, held in September 1955. 

At that time the Philippine Government had offered to provide a tract of land away 

from Manila but no funds to cover the cost of building. The Regional Committee had 



not considered that offer suitable to its requirements and had requested the Regional 

Director to continue negotiations (EB19/57, paragraph 1.6). Subsequent to those 

instructions, the Regional Director had taken up the matter vigorously with the 

Philippine Government and, in response to his request in August 1956 for assistance, 

the Director-General had sent him (Mr Siegel) to take part in the negotiations. 

Those negotiations had then been pursued on the basis of the requirements set out 
� 

in document EB19/57, paragraph 1.3, and it had been made clear to the Philippine 

Government that the Director-General would recommend acceptance of an offer on those 

lines to the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly. 

The offer that was eventually forthcoming from the Philippine Government did 

not comply in full with those requirements； it made no provision for an interest-

free loan to be repaid over a period of thirty years. Nevertheless, the 

Philippine Government
1

 s offer had been submitted to the Regional Committee at its 

seventh session in September 1956, and the Committee had adopted a resolution 

requesting the Regional Director to ask the Director-General to report th6 proposal 

to the Executive Board at its present session and to the Tenth World Health Assembly, 

in order that a final decision might be taken (EB19/57, paragraph 1,8), The 

Regional Committ66, in that resolution, expressed its appreciation to the Government 

of the Philippines for the generous offer. 

With regard to the specific point raised by Mr Saita, all he could say was 

that th6 Director-General vas in the hands of the Executive Board and the World 

Health Assembly, If the Board should see fit to recommend non-acceptance of the 

offer, and the Health Assembly concurred, the Director"General would have no recourse 

but to continue negotiations with the Philippine Government on lines to be laid 

down for him. 



Other points raised had dealt with the provision of accommodation within the 

envisaged Regional Office building for other international organizations. The 

following organizations had said that at the present time they had no interest in 

accommodation in Manila！ ITU, WMO, FAO, ICAO, ILO, the International Monetary Fund 

and th6 International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. The United Nations, 

UNICEF and TAB had, on the other hand, asked that office space be made available to 

them to a total of some 240 square metres. In accordance with the established 

practice among the international organizations of making office space available on 

a reciprocal basis, the Director-General had not envisaged obtaining a contribution 

from those organizations far the cost of building. The usual arrangement in such 

cases was that the organizations bore their share of operation and maintenance costs 

only (for example, as WHO occupied space in the Palais and in the United Nations 

building in New York). 

Mr Siegel then reported on the existing arrangements in each region. 

Finally, with regard to the comments on the possibility of voluntary 

contributions from the governments of the Region, it might be useful to refer to 

Article 50 (f) of the WHO Constitution which made provision for regional committees 

to make additional regional appropriations by the governments of the respective 

regions if the proportion of the central budget of the organization allotted to that 

region was insufficient for the carrying out of the regional functions. While 

voluntary contributions were not equivalent- to appropriations, it would seem that 

the proposal to ask for voluntary contributions in the present instance was not at 

all unreasonable. 



Dr JAFAR found the whole proposal, as it stood at present, somewhat immature. 

Negotiations had still to be completed on two points of difference between th6 

original requirements laid down and the Philippine Government's offer. Until 

those points were settled, it would be very difficult for the Executive Board to 

make any definitive recommendation. Moreover, it seemed to him that it would be 

as well to lay down general principles for guidance in consideration of the question 

of financing accommodation for the regional offices in general. 

Since the position in the Western Pacific Region appeared to be soiaewhat 

different from that of some other regions, in that it was proposed that funds should 

be made available from the central budget to provide accommodation for ths Regional 

Office, it was only fair that the whole question of the headquarters of the 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific should be reopened. It might be that some 

other countries of the Region would be willing to make a better offer than that 

put forward by the Philippine Government. 

Accordingly, it was his opinion that the Director-General should, while 

continuing negotiations with the Philippine Government, also consider the other 

possibilities he had just mentioned, with a view to laying a complete proposal 

before the Tenth World Health Assembly. 

Mr SAITA thanked Mr Siegel for his explanations, which had satisfied him on 

his earlier queries. There was one further point on which he would like 

enlightenment, namely； would the provision in Article 50 (f) of the Constitution 

« which he noticed dealt with the functions of the regional committees — provide 

legal authority for requesting voluntary contributions. 



Mr BOUCHER, speaking as Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance, pointed out that it would be premature for the Board to adopt in full 

the draft resolution submitted for its consideration in document EB19/57. 

The Standing Coimtiittee should first be given the opportunity to study the plan 

for the financing of the construction of the Regional Office building submitted 

by the Director-General. As yet, the Standing Committee had not given that 

matter full consideration, on the understanding that a report on it was being 

submitted to the Board, 

The CHAIRMAN concurred in Mr Boucher's view, but pointed out that the draft 

resolution was not yet under consideration^ 

Mr SIEGEL agreed with Dr Jafar that it would be advantageous for the Health 

Assembly to take decisions of principle on the policy to be followed by the 

Organization in regard to the financing of permanent accommodation for regional 

offices. Perhaps the Board mifht like to make recommendations on the point for 

the Health Assembly's consideration. The absence of such directives had con-

stituted a problem for the Director-General in negotiating with the Philippine 

Government, and if he were to be asked to continue negotiations, it would be 

important for him to have an established policy for his guidance. The two points 

of difference were, of course, ones on which negotiations could be pursued in the 

meanwhile, 

With regard to Mr Saita*s remarks, he waa aware that ilrticle 50(f)
%

of the 

Constitution dealt with the functions of the regional committees, and he had not 

been suggesting that any other body was in a position to usurp the regional 



committee
1

 s perogative of deciding any question of additional appropriations^ 

What he had wished to convey was that, in view of that provision, it would seem 

that to request voluntary contributions would be a reasonable approach in the 

present instance^ 

He could see no objection to the Boards referring the plan of financing to 

the Standing Committee for its рзМог consideration, but it seemed to him that 

Board would wish first to settle certain points of principle. 

The СЬАГШШ, summing up， said that it would be well for the Executive Board 

to give the Director-General directives on which to base the further continuance 

of nefotiations^ 

The DIRECTOR-GENSIAL observed that there шв a further point that had to be 

talcen into consideration, namely, the position of the Regional Committee, 

One of the difficulties of thç Secretariat in negotiating with the Philippine 

Government arose from the fact that it had not the authority to decide upon the 

seat of the regional office s that was a responsibility of t he regional committee 

in the first instance. It would accordingly be difficult for the Director-

General to open negotiations for a different seat from that chosen. 

Dr JAFAR said he was not contesting the right of the regional committee to 

decide upon its seat. It raifht be vrell
>
 however, to inquire into the undertaking 

given by the Host Government at tha time that seat was decided upon. He understood 

that the Host Government had agreed to provide accommodation for the regional office 

free of charge^. The question that now arose was whether the Host Government 



was unwilling to fulfil that obligation^ If that were so, the whole question 

could be reopened^ 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL stated that the Philippine Government had, in the first 

years when the Regional Office was located in Manila, provided office accommodation, 

which had since become inadequate for the Regional Officers needs as activities in 

the Region expanded^ 

Mr SAITA seconded Dr Jafar's proposal that the Board ask the Director-Generalг 

(1) to continue negotiations with a view to having the Philippine Government accept 

in full the terms first envisaged^ including the interest-free loan； (2) to report 

all developments to the Tenth World Health Assembly, and leave the final deci&ion 

to that body. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, answering points raised by Dr JAFAR, stated that the 

agreement he had signed with the Host Government did not include the undertaking 

to provide suitable office accommodation. That undertaking might have been made 

to the regional committee, . 

The position in respect of the other regions was as followsд The Host 

Government of the African Regional Office provided office accommodation rent free 

for as long as the Organization wished to have itj a free site and building had 

been provided for the Regional Office for Europe； the premises of the Regional 

Office for the Mericas had been financed by PASO out of a loan, which had sub-

sequently been repaid by the Member countries without cost to ШО^ the EQrptian 

Goverrment had given the Orfanizatioo a nine years
1

 lease on the premises occupied 



by the Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office, at a nominal rent, That lease 

would expire in June 1958 and he was beginning negotiations with the Egyptian 

Government for the future. The arrangement with the Indian Government in respect 

of the South-East Asia Regional Office was a provisional one, and again negotiations 

w e r
e under way with' a view to obtaining permanent accommodation. The Philippine 

Government had provided suitable accommodation for t he Western Pacific Regional 

Office at the outset but it was now inadequate. Hence, the need for the present 

negotiations, 

Dr JAFAR said that what he wanted to find out was whether, in general, the 

host governments were fulfilling the offers made at the time the decisions were 

taken on the seats of the various regional offices. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL undertook to look up the records in order to provide 

exact information to Dr Jafar, 

The CEAIRMaN suggested deferring further discussion of t he item until that 

information was available. 

It was so agreed. 

2. REPORT ON THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE /JMERICAS/ 
NINTH SESSION OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF ？ ASO i Item 7.2 of the Agenda 
(Document EHL9/28) 

Dr GONZALEZ, Deputy Regional Director for the Americas, presented, on behalf 

of the Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, viiich served as the ТОЮ 

Regional Office for the Americas, the report on the IX Meeting of the Directing 



Council of the Pan American Sanitary Organization which was also the Regional 

Committee for the Americas, The session had been held in Guatemala in September 

1956. 

There were two annexes to the report - Annex 1, which was the official Final 

Act drawn up and signed ty the government representatives attending the session. 

Annex 2 was a summary of the discussions and of the action taken at the session, 

intended to facilitate the study of the Executive Board, and it was divided into 

four parts. 

Part I concerned the Annual Report of the Director of PASВ for 1955. 

In commenting on the report and on the discussion of the report at the session, 

he would mention the main activities during 1955 aná give some details regarding 

some selected activities undertaken in 1956. The report covered all the activities 

including not only those financed by WbO under regular and Technical Assistance 

funds, but also those financed from regular and special funds of PASO. An attempt 

had been aadc to draft the report in such a way that it would be of interest not 

only to the fovernraents of the region but also to technical persons, sehools of 

medicine and public health, and the public in general. 

The Annual Report contained information re^ardinf 121 field projects in 

operation in 1955, of which 45 were of the categoiy known as "inter-country projects" 

He made reference to the trend observed in the region in those inter-eountry 

activities, especially in educational fields, Another development in the region 

was that national plans were to an increasing extent being drawn up so as to prepare 

for subsequent international co-operation regarding health. With regard to the 

improvement of basic public-health services, he would merely mention that the number 



of integrated public-health projects in the region was on the increase; some of 

them were mainly concerned with local and rural health services, others were of 

provincial or state scope, and some covered the countiy as a whole. 

More and more interest in maternal and child health was being showi in the 

region, particularly in respect of diarrhoea and enteritis, which were among the 

leading causes of death in most of the countries, and first in nine of them. 

The problem demanded a tean approach and accordingly arrangements were being made 

for holding seminars at which members of all the different disciplines concerned, 

including epidemiologists, s^itaiy engineers, nurses, public-health administrators 

and paediatricians, would meet to exchange views and experience. One such seminar 

had already been held in December 1955 and it was expected to convene another in 

！ 9 5 6 , Negotiations were in progress regarding certain field programmes, one of 

the main purposes of which was to encourage the widespread use of early oral 

reparation, making full use of auxiliary health personnel particularly in rural, 

areas in which medical facilities were scarce. 

Amongst the pro^raiuaes concerned with coœmunicable diseases, those for 

malaria e r a d i c a t i o n were, of course, of great importance and he would make some 

additional comments later. Programmes were also being carried out for eradicattog 

smallpox throueh the use of dried vaccine, which was suitable for the tropics, and 

the provision of consultants to advise on the development of programmes In 

individual countries. The g s e r m e n t s of the region were becoming increasingly 

interested in the problem of leprosy. A report on the situation was presented for 

consideration at the eighth session of the regional committee, as a result of which 

lengthy discussions took place. It was clear that there was not sufficient 



knowledge of the problem in the region and that further surveys were necessary, 

he should mention that the Organization had been providing advisers particularly 

in the Caribbean area, and that a leprosy-control project was at present being 

carried out in one of the countries of the region, for which UNICEF was providing 

equipment and drugs. 

To improve basic medical education, two seminars on preventive medicine had 

been held, one in 195$ and the other in 1956j those seminars had been attended 

by deans and leading professors of preventive medicine from all the medical schools 

in Latin America； a report on them would soon be published in the Bulletin of PASB. 

The schools of public health in the region had been helping the Organization to 

improve the training of public health administrators by accepting students frcm all 

parts of the region, and the Gr&anization had made arrangements for some years to 

facilitate the visits of professors of such schools to the countries frcan which 

students came, so that they could stucfy conditions there and adapt their teaching 

to those countries
1

 requirements. Arrangements had been made for training sanitary 

engineers and sanitary inspectors by means of special courses. He also indicated 

that there were other activities in the training of specialized personnel, and 

made reference to the courses for training, personnel to operate small water plants. 

There had been several developments in the training of nurses j he was glad to 

be able to report that towards the end of 1956 the government of one country in 

the region and the Organization had come to the conclusion that, after four years 

during which Ш0 had collaborated in the improvement of a school of nursing, the 

school could in future continue its activities on its own, 



As an indication of the interest in education and training he mentioned that 

in eleven months of 1955 there had been granted 390 fellowships to persons from 

thfe Americas, while 93 fellows from other regions had arrived there for study. 

Part II of Annex 2 contained information on various subjects which seemed 

to be of importance, The first was malaria eradication which could be considered 

a s
 the most important development 1л the years 1955 and 1956. In this connexion 

he mentioned that the United States representative had announced that his 

Government had decided to make a special contribution of | X 500 000 to PASO in 

1957 to increase PASO's special fund for antmalaria activities in the •Americas, 

He also drew attention to the sub-paragraph at the bottom of page 47 of the 

document, which read: 

"The Council expressed the agreement of all countries that 
malaria should be given first priority among public-health problems, 
and reaffirmed its faith in the poeeibility of eradicating the disease 
in the Western Hemisphere,« 

The second subject dealt with in Part II was leprosy, to which be had referred 

earlier. The third was fellowship programmes, regarding which he would like to 

draw attention to the sub-paragraph on page 51 readingi 

"Certain representatives believed that the basic studies should 
be taken in the student's own country if the educational facilities 
are available, and that fellowships for training abroad should be 
reserved principally for specialized studies," . 

The fourth subject was the question of "conditions of employment of regular and 

project personnel", which the Board would probably discuss when it took up 

item 9.10 of its agenda. 



Part III of the Annex eoncerned programme and budget questions. The Directing 

Council had considered jointly the proposed programme and budget estimates of WHO 

for the region for 1958, preliminary programme and budget estimates of ；PASO for 

1958, and in addition the proposed programme and budget estimates of PASO for 1957, 

This emphasized the fact that the multilateral international health programme in 

the Americas was a single programme irrespective of the financial sources available 

for its imp1ernentation
#
 The proposed programme and budget estimates had been 

referred to a working party composed of representatives from five countriesj that 

working party
1

s report was reproduced in Appendix A to Annex 2、 

Part IV dealt with the technical discussions which had taken place during the 

session, the subject of which had been "Methods for the preparation of national 

public health plans"
#
 The report of the specially appointed Rapporteur was 

attached as Appendix В to the annex» He believed that that report would provide 

valuable guidance for those responsible for drawing up national public health 

plans in the region, and perhaps also for public health administrators in other 

regions of the world, 

Dr DIAZ COLLER said that he was convinced that the Regional Office for the 

Americas had carried out its duties satisfactorily. 

He referred to the passage in the second paragraph on page 62 of the report 

reading 

"the Office /of Co-ordination/».• centralizes and co-ordinates relations 
with UNICEF,一United Nations Technical Assistance, Technical Co-operation 
of the Organization of American States, and many other agencies. As pointed 
out in the Director

1

s annual report (page 125), the need for co-ordination 
stems mainly from the complex conditions under which the programme operates, 
for that programme includes four distinct sources of funds, each with its 
от/т policy and procedures"

 e 



EB19/Mn/6 
page 17 

Such co-ordination was obviously very important, and he urged that steps should 

be taken to standardize as far as possible the procedures in question. 

As stated on page 67 of the report, it had been noted that a fairly large 

amount of money, some $ 150 000, was required for pension fund payments. 

PASO contributed amounts equal to 14 per cent, of the salaries of PASO officials 

to the Joint Staff Pension Fund of the United Nations and specialized agencies 

of the United Nations¡ if those officials left PASO before they completed five 

years of service the amounts in question were retained ty the Joint Staff Pension 

Fund, and the use to which it might eventually be put was not entirely concerned 

with inç>roving public health. As he understood that TOO was studying a scheme 

by which staff employed for less than five years should not belong to the Joint 

Staff Pension Fund, he would be glad to hear the D i r e c t o G e n e r a P s views on the 

subject. 

The CMIRMAN said the Board must defer further discussion on the item until 

the following day, since a number of the Board's committees were due to meet in 

a few minutes ' time. 

The Meeting rose at 3«50 p.m« 


