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1. Introduction 

During the discussion on accommodation for the Regional Office for the 

Western Pacific, a member of the Board asked for information as to the under-

takings given by host governments at the time the sites for permanent offices 

of the Organization were selected, and the extent to which those undertakings 

had been fulfilled. Prom a review of the information contained in this document, 

it will be apparent that the arrangements finally reached for permanent accommoda-

tion in each case have resulted from detailed negotiations. • 

2. Method of Presentation 

There is presented for the information of the Board a summary of the 

developments regarding accommodation for Headquarters and the Regional Offices, 

excepting the Pan American Sanitary Bureau (Regional Office for the A m e r i c a s . 

the accommodation for which was financed by the Pan American Sanitary Organization, 

These summaries consist of full copies of, or extracts from, official corres-

pondence and relevant resolutions of Regional Committees, the Executive Board 

and the World Health Assembly. Finally, there is a table which presents a 

summary of office accommodation under the existing arrangements in each Regional 

Office. 

5. Accommodation for WHO Headquarters Office at Geneva 

5.1 The Interim Commission of WHO, in considering the question of the Head-
1 

quarters of the Organization, had before it the following information: 

1
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"The Swiss Government, on the other hand, has officially stated that 

it would be prepared to provide WHO immediately with the necessary premises, 

if who should finally decide to select Switzerland as the location of its 

Headquarters. It is understood that this Government will offer to construct 

a building for WHO, either on a site near the Palais des Nations, or on the 

site of the proposed University Centre of Geneva, whichever WHO desired. 

Provisional accommodation would be offered to WHO pending completion of 

such construction. 

The new building, relatively small and to be erected at relatively 

low cost, would serve only to house the Secretariat and the delegations; 

conference and committee rooms would be used in common with the United 

Nations and other organizations at the Palais des Nations. 

Other final solutions may be contemplated, such as, for example, 

the erection of a special building for WHO to the east of the Palais 

des Nations, which would communicate with it. At the present stage of 

its development, WHO has sufficient space in the accommodation set 

aside for it in the Palais des Nations, so that pending the developments 

envisaged, a provisional solution already exists at Geneva, supplemented 

by that regarding the services established at New York." 

J.2 The First World Health Assembly, on the recommendation of the Committee on 

líeadquarters and Regional Organization^
1

 decided that Geneva should be the 

permanent Headquarters of the World Health Organization. 

» B y letter dated 28 March 19斗9 (reproduced in Annex 9 to Official Records 

of the World Health. Organization, No. 21) the Swiss Government, "desirous of 

facilitating the establishment of the WHO in Geneva", made the following financial 

proposals (based on the estimated cost of a new building to be added to the Palais 

边es Nations of Sw. Fr. 5 750 000): 

1
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(a) A gift of Pr. 2 ООО ООО‘and a loan of the balance, viz: 

Fr. 3 750 000 at 2 per cent, interest, amortization and interest to 

be set off by the Swiss annual contribution to WHO. 

(b) A loan of the whole amount, viz. Pr. 5 750 000 without interest, 

to be reimbursed within a period of thirty years, the Swiss contribution 

to be appropriated to repayment. 

(c) A gift of Pr. 3 000 OOOj the WHO to find elsewhere the balance. 

Having considered that the method of repayment proposed under 1 (a) and (b) 

above would hardly be acceptable to the World Health Assembly, the Director-General, 

by letter dated 1 Aprj.1 19^9 (reproduced in A2/7 only, but not in the Official 

Records), suggested repayment by equal annual amounts. The Swiss Government 

accepted the Director-General » s suggestion and by letter dated 1 June 1949 

(reproduced in Annex 9 to Official Records No. 21) modified its proposals under 

(a) and (b) as follows, the proposal under (c) remaining unchanged: 

(a) Repayment to be made by annuities of Fr. 200 000 over 23-1/2 years, 

the annuities to include interest. 

(b) Repayment to be made by annuities of Fr. 191 666 over a period 

of 30 years. 

3.5 By resolution A2/61,
1

 the Second World Health Assembly accepted in principle 

the Swiss offer, delegating to the Executive Board full power to make a choice 

among the three solutions proposed by the Swiss Government. 

3.6 The Executive Board, at its fourth session, discarded the second solution as 

the least advantageous for WHO and, having set up an ad hoc committee, to be known 

as the Building Committee, invested it with full powers to make the final choice 

between solution (a) anâ (с). (Resolution EB4.R^4, Handbook of Resolutions and 

Decisions, p. 240) 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 3rd. ed. p. 2斗0 



5.7 The Building Committee, at its session held in November 19^9, decided to 

accept solution (c), viz. an outright gift of F r . 3 ООО 000 the balance of the 

cost of the new building to be provided by WHO out of its own funds. (See report 

of the Building Committee to the fifth session of the Executive Board, document EB5/35， 

which, has not been reproduced in the Official Records) 
2 

3.8 The Third World Health Assembly^ in resolution WHA3.101, approved the 

report of the Executive Board on arrangements in regard to accommodations and 

reiterated "its thanks to the Swiss Government fox- their generous contribution 

towards the expenses of the new construction". 

4. Accommodation for the Regional Office for Africa 

4.1 The Executive Board at its eighth session authorized the establishment 

of a Regional Organization for Africa and decided that the selection of the site 

for its regional office should subsequently be approved by the Executive Board. 

A preparatory meeting of Governments was held at the Palais des Nations in Geneva 

on 11 June 1951, where there was a preliminary discussion concerning the location 

and organization of the regional office•斗 During the discussion the representative 

from Belgium proposed Brazzaville as the site of the regional office and this 

proposal was seconded by the representative from France. The representative from 

Liberia proposed Monrovia, while the South African representative suggested Kampala, 

Climate, housing, racial discrimination, travel facilities, the nearness of medical 

centres and hospitals were some of the questions considered in the discussion of 

the above-mentioned places as possible sites for a regional office. It was finally 

decided to transmit to the governments concerned the three suggestions made, 

together with the summary record of the views expressed by the representatives 

to the preparatory meeting. 

1
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4,2 On ДЛ June 1951 the Director-General was informed by the Spanish Consul at 

Geneva that the Spanish Government proposed the city of Snnta Isabel on the Isle 

of Fernando R) о in the Gulf of Guinea as regional headquarters for Africa. The 

Chief of the Office for Africa informed all States Members and Associate Members 

of the African Region of this proposal in a letter dated 27 June 1951• 

On 9 July 1951 the Secretary of State of Liberia Wrote a letter to the 

Dire сtor-General which contained the following passage: 

"I therefore have the further honour on behalf of my government, 

tô invite the World Health Organization to establish the headquarters 

of the African Regional Bureau in Monrovia." 

The Director-General communicated this information to all States Members and 

Associate Members in the region on 25 July 1951• 

At the second meeting of the first session of the Regional Committee for 

Africa the four sites suggested for the Regional Office (i
#
e

t
 Brazzaville, Peinando 

Poo, Kampala and Monrovia) were considered,
1

 In July the Chief of the Regional 

Office for Africa had visited these four places, and he presented to the Committee 

some comparative data on them. He said that there was no accommodation immediately 

available in Fernando Poo or Monrovia, but building was going on. There was no 

hotel available in Fernando Poo, but the government had offered to erect one. In 

Monrovia, too, plans had been made for building a hotel and some offices. In 

Brazzaville, the authorities had generously offered excellent accommodation, which, 

included a large conference hall and five offices, in the new health services 

building rent free. He stated that in Kampala there was only a remote possibility 

of renting residential accommodation, although there were several hotels
f
 Offices 

at an annual rent of $ ；500 per room would be ready in January 1952 and the Govern^ 

ment had offered to assist and to make other accommodation available temporarily 

in the case of delay. 

1
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4.5 The representative from Prance told, the Committee that his Government would 

make working premises available in Brazzaville and could immediately make four 

apartments available to officials of WHO on the same advantageous terms as to 

French officials. 

After some further discussion the chairman proposed that the Committee 

should proceed to a vote. Three votes were taken, and Brazzaville was selected 

as the place which the Committee would recommend that the Executive Board select 

as regional headquarters。 

The Committee then adopted unanimously the following resolutions 

"The Regional Committee for Africa, 

Having noted the views expressed by the interested governments; 

Considering that Brazzaville offers adequate facilities for the 

work of WHO in Africa and meets the requirements of Article XI of 

the Agreement between the United Nations and the World Health Organization, 

RECOMMENDS.to the Executive Board the selection of Brazzaville as 

the site for the Regional Office for Africa." 

斗.7 At its ninth session the Executive Board adopted the following resolution: 

"The Executive Board, 

. Having considered the recommendation of the Regional Committee 

concerning the Regional Office for Africa, and 

Noting that the proposed site meets the requirements laid down 

in Article XI of the Agreement between the United Nations and the 

World Health Organization, 

APPROVES the selection of Brazzaville as the site for this 

regional office." 

1
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PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS 

4.8 In the summer of 1956 the Regional Office for Africa moved to the "Cité du 

D'joué", near Brazzaville. Under the terms of (1) an agreement signed by the 

French Government and the Organization on 22 June 1956 and (2) an arrangement 

signed by the High Commissioner for French Equatorial Africa and the Organization 

on 27 August 1956, the Government has put at the Organization's disposal one 

building and has agreed to build a new building, at its expense, to house the 

Regional Office. A token annual rent of 1000 CPA francs has been fixed for these 

buildings. In addition, the Government has provided 25 small houses for the use 

of the Organization's international staff. The annual rent for these houses has 

been fixed at 4 ООО 000 CPA francs. The lease on the above-mentioned buildings 

and houses runs for 18 years and can be renewed, and the Organization has the 

right to sub-let any space which it does not require for itself. 



5, Accommodation for the Regional Office for South-East Asia 

5,1 The Interim Commission of the i/orld Health Organization had a request from 

the Government of India that either the Headquarters of the Organization or a 

regional office be located in India. The request included the following 

provisions 5 

"The Government of India gives an assurance that adequate accommodation 

and other facilities, as well as necessary amenities and privileges, on similar 

terms to those provided by other Governments for the United Nations or its 

specialized agencies, will be provided for the headquarters office or the regional 

bureau, as the case may be.“ 

5 2 When the First World Health Assembüy adopted the second report of the . 
2 . 

Committee ".n Headquarters and Regional Orp-anization, the Chief Delegate of India 

Stated "I believe 工 am correct in saying that we were the first country to press 

for the location of. one of them (regional bureaux) in 工 n d i a
n

« On 1 5 July 1948, 

the following c o m m m i c a t i o n was received from the delegation of India: 

""With reference to the establishment of г. ref.ionsl organization of the Ш0 

in India,工 have the honour to confirm the statement previously made by the Indian 

delegation to the effect that the location of this regional orcanization be 

established at 'Mysore
1

 in South India." 

5,3 The Government of India called a conference of the countries in the South-

East Asia Region, as delineated by the First World health Assembly, to meet in 

New Delhi in the first week of October 1948, This regional conference converted 

itself into the first session of the Regional Committee, Previous to holding this 

meeting,, the Government of bysore had offered to place at the disposal of the 

World Health Oreanization certain premises for ^hich they hoped they could provide 

a 25—years
1

 lease and that the terms of the lease, including； rent, etc., would be 

determined in the course of the tenancy in the first year, 

1
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5,4 At the first session of the Regional Committee, it was decided that New 

Delhi would be the site of the Regional Office, but at this meeting, no discussion 

took place nor was any decision made as to the accommodation which was to be provided 

in New Delhi when the regional office was set up。 The bases on which the Regional 

Committee recommended Delhi as the site of the Regional Office for South-East Asia 

appear in Annexes 1 and 2 , 

5。5 On 9 November 1948, the Director-General sent a letter to the Hon
e
 Minister 

for External Affairs of 工 n d i a
;
 copy to Minister of Health, in which he said: 

"The importance of the work of the Regional Organization for South-East 
Asia can hardly be over-estimated. Already many plans are well advanced 
and operations can begin as soon as the office in New Delhi is staffed and 
equipped„ It is therefore extronidly important, both for the people of the 
countries of South-East Asia and for the development of the World Health 
Organisation that accommodation should be provided by the appropriate • 
authorities of the Government of India at the earliest possible moment. 
It will be impossible to begin any of the projected work until such an office 
has been made available» 

I trust that this matter may be regarded as very urgent and that you will 
inform me by cable of the availability of accommodation at the earliest 
possible momento" 

5-6 On 17 November 1948^ the Hon, Minister of Health for India informed 

Dr Chisholiti that she had been able to provide "a bare minimum of accommodation that 

we have been given but it шеапз a great deal to have got enough to make a start 

with in any case". 

5。7 The Executive Board, in resolution EB2R0 2 9
1

 approved 

South-East Asia Regional Office on or about 1 January 1949 

the selection of New Delhi as the site of the office。 

0 n 7

 December 1948, the Regional Director informed the Director-General that 

he had not been able to obtain office accommodation "because what was previously 

offered was found by me to be quite unaccep-table and was therefore rejected. I am 

carrying on high level negotiations at the present moment and hope to get somewhere 

during the next fortnight 

the establishment of the 

, a n d approved provisionally 

1
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5..9 On 28 July 1949, the Director-General wrote to the Minister of External 

Affairs of India in which he stated as follows; 

'•While it is fully realized that the Government of India are working 
^ d e r tremendous difficulties with regard to providing accommodation even for 
their own legitimate needs, we must face the fact that unless the additional 
accommodation requirements, both office and residential, of our Regional Office 
can be met immediately, we will have to adopt some other course of development „ 
W e might consider giving up a very large part of our impending health 
activities irt the Asian region, but this would be unfair to many peoples who 
“

e e d t h e h e l

P
 w e c a n

 give. Again, we might move part or the whole of the . 
Regional Office to some other part of India, Mysore for example, but this course 

3 0

 A s p e r s e our work and be so costly in time and travelling expenses 
:

h a t x t c o u l d h a r d l

y
 b e

 defended. The only remaining course would seem to be 
t o m o v e

 Regional Office to some other country where adequate accommodation 
c，n be made available. This decision would be very undesirable from many points 
о土 view* On the other hand, the existing conditions can naturally not be 、 
permitted to continue, as they have already reached a point where the usefulness 
of the Regional Office is being seriously jeopardized owing to lack of office 
and residential accommodation. 工 would therefore ask most strongly for your 
^

e r y k i n d

 Personal intervention in this matter, in order that immediate provision 
b e m a

d e to rectify the existing conditions." 

5 % 1

°
 0 n 1 4

 September 1949, the Regional Director sent the following communication 

to the Government of India$ 

• "I refer to letter N o , 902-X-l dated 28 July 1949, addressed to you by the 

Director—General of the World Health Organization, Geneva, on the subject of 
accommodation, both office and residential, for this Regional O f f i c e . 工 fear 

•that the matter has not progressed in spite of the Director-Generalas 
representation. As you will see from one of the documents (copy enclosed) 

this matter has been put down for consideration by the next meeting of the 

Regional Committee for 26 S e p t e m b e r .工 presume 工 may inform the Committee that 
t h

f Position remains unchanged
；
 if this be the case，I consider it my duty to 

po^r^ out that the impression created on the Committee will indeed be unfortunate 

and I am afraid that the Committee may recommend that the location of this office 
m a y b e

 shifted to another country as pointed out in the Director-General's letter 
referred to above. 

A t the present moment four officers who have been allotted for duties with 
t h

^
s Н е

§
1 0 п а 1 0 f f i c e

 are being withheld in different parts of the world as it is 
not possible for me to offer them in my existing premises office accommodation, 

f
 p O S S i b

j !
 f o r fte

 to-Sffer'thern residential accomodation which they. 
consxoer reasonably satisfactory. Our last arrival, Mr. Grinlin^ has ьЛ-' 

S J n ^ î l t /
n

v ,
P a t a U d Í H

°
U S e W f e i c h 1 3 s o

 unsatisfactory that his wife has 
； O ^ J 。

 T h l s

> you Will he rood enough to understand, is causing a 
consxderable amount of dissatisfaction araonrst WHO staff who are reluctant to 
join for duty with the South-East Asia office." 



5«11 On 20 September 1949, the Regional Director sent the following letter to 

the Minister for External Affairs, Government of India? 

"I have the honour to invite your attention to my letter N o . 02-1-1 dated 
14 September• Your Minister of Works, Mines & Power have since allotted the 
West Wing of Patiala House as office accommodation for this office, vide copy 
of their letter attached. This accommodation I have gratefully accepted and 
I am taking it over immediately• 工 have convened this information to the 
Director-rGeneral of W ® , Geneva, as also to the member-Governments of the 
South-East Asia region. 

I now write to express my gratitude to Your Excellency for the very 
active assistance you have been kind enough to give this regional organization 
in achieving this happy result. I sincerely hope that the question of 
residential accommodation for the staff, which is still outstanding, will, with 
your kind intervention, be similarly resolved in the very near future. 

I will communicate these developments to the members of the Regional 

Committee when th 梦 meet on 26 September." 

5.12 The resolution of the Regional Committee of South-East Asia following . 

these developments on the accommodation for the Regional Office appears in Annex 3o 

5.13 Since 1949, the accommodations in Patiala House have become inadequate 

to the needs of the Regional Office, and the Director-General is continuing. 

negotiations for the purpose of obtaining permanent suitable accommodations 



6 . Accommodation for the 'Regional Office for Bur ope 

6.1 The Executive Board at its third session
1

 approved the proposal for the 

establishment of a Regional Organization for Europe and decided that the question 

of the site of that office should await consideration of the first meeting of 

the regio m l comríáttee. 
2 

6.2 The Executive Board at-its ninth session approved the selection of Geneva 

as the temporary.site for this regional office. 
q 

6.3 The Executive Board at its fourteenth session approved the selection of 

Copenhagen as the permanent site of the Regional Office for Eur昨e. An outline 

of the offers to provide accommodation for the office which were considered, by 

the Regional Committee for Europe is contained in Annex 4. 

6.4 As has boen reported to the Executive Board, the Government of Denmark 

"is
 n o w

 coiîpleting construction of a building which will house the Regional Office 

for Europe i n Copenhagen. 

7 . Accommodation for the Regio m l Office for the Sastern Mediterranean 

7.1 According to a commuiTication from Egypt, rGceived by the Intorin 

Commission of the 丽 。 〜 " T h e coripetent authorities have declared that they are 

most anxious to see a regional bureau established at Alexai-ïiria. This bureau 

could deal with all questions corning within the scope of the WHO for the 

entire Middle East." 

7.2 The Delegate of Egypt at the first meeting of the Regional Committee for 

the Eastern I^ditorranoan held in Cairo, Egypt, 7—10 February, 1945, made 

1

 EB3.R29, Handbook
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the following stat orne lib: 

"The Egyptian delegation is pleased to announce that in its meeting 

of 6 February 1949，the Council of liinistcrs have agreed，subject to 

approval of the Parliament, to lease to the World Health Organization 

for the use of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean Area, 

the sito of land and the building thoreon "which are at present 

occupied by the Quarantine Adrânistrática and the Alexandria Health 

Bureau, for a period of vine years at а пот nal annual rent of 

P
f
T . 10.“

1 

о 

1.3 The Regional Committco thereafter adopted the following resolutions 

"The Regional Corrmdttee, 

HAVING CONSIDERED 

(a) The historical role of Alexaixlria as a centre for epidemiological 

services to countries in the Eastern Mediterranean area； 

(b) The policy laid clown i n Article XI (2) of the agreement between 

the United Nations and the World Health Organization which states that: 

"Any regional or branch offices which the World Health 

Organization ríiay establish shall^ so far as practicable, 

be closely associated with such regional or branch 

offices as the United Nations may establish". 

(c) The importando of establishing the r c g i o m l office in the proximity 

of Cairo in which are locatccl or expected, to be located offices of the 

United Nations and Specialized Agencies as follows: FAO,工GAO, ILO, 

UNESCO, and United Nations Information Contre• 

(d) The desirability of excellent site and buildings under favourable 

conditions gcnorously offered by the СготегашолтЬ of Egypt. 

1

 EB3/55 
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THEREFORE RESOLVES to recommend to the Direct or-General and the Executive 

Board，subject to consultation with United rfetions, the selection of 

Alexandria as the site of the Regional Office •” 

— 1 
7.4 The Executive Board at its third session

 y
 "conditionally approved the 

selection of Alexandria as the site of the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean Area, subject to consultation with the United Nations"^ and 

requested the Dir g et or-Ge ner al "to thank the Стотегпгао nb of Egypt for its 

generous action i n placing the site г ni buildings in Alexandria at the 

disposal of the Organization for a period of nine years at г mi n i m i rate 

of ten piastres a year
P

! ! 

7
#
5 The nine-year period for which the premises were initially offered 

by- the Government of Egypt will expire in 1958, anci the Dire et or-Go ne ral 

has for some time been negotiating with the Government for adequate
>
 long-

term accommodation, 

8• Accommodation for the Regional Office of the Western Pacific 

8.1 At its first session, 

"The Board took note of a letter addressed by the Philippine delegation 

to the Chairman of the Assembly, which requested the establishment of a 

regional office of the Western Pacific area in the Philippines^ stated 

that particular health problems due to war devastation in that country 

required emergency measures, and asked what assistance could be given 

by WHO. The Board noted also that the Chinese delegation had requested 
2 

the establishment of a regional office in China.
,f 

8.2 The Executive Board at its eighth session, having noted a recommendation of 
3 

the Regional Committee approved the selection of Manila as the site of the 

Regional Office for the Western Pacific Area, 

1
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8.3 In December 1952, final arrangements were made for accommodation with the 

Government of the Philippines which still govern the occupancy of the present 

building in Manila. The pertinent parts of the lease signed at that time are as 

follows： 

"Paragraph 4: 

The Organization shall have the right, after obtaining the approval 
of the Government and during the existence of this Lease, to make 
alterations in, attach fixtures arid construct additions to the building 
or other new structures in the premises, which alterations, fixtures, 
additions or structures shall be, and shall remain, the property of 
the Organization and which shall be removed by the Organization from 
the said building or premises prior to the termination of this Leas© 
provided that such removal shall not cause damage or injury to the 
building or premises and provided further, that, in case damage or 
injury is caused to the said building or premises by such removal, 
the building or premises so damaged or injured shall be restored to 
their former state or condition, fair wear and tear excepted, as 
hereinabove described, when this Lease took effect. The Organization, 
however, may not be required to remove such alterations, fixtures, 
additions or structures in pursuance of this paragraph and may leave 
such improvements in place in lieu and in consideration of all the 
obligations to restore the building or premises to their former state 
or condition when this Lease took effect. 

Paragraph 5： 

The Organization agrees to insure the building and premises, in 
the name of the Government, against loss or damage by fire and to 
produce the policy of such insurance and the current year's receipts 
for its payment of the premiums thereon to the Government. 

Paragraph 8： 

The Organization shall be free from the payment of all existing 
and future taxes, assessments or fees imposed on the building and 
premises which shall be paid by the Government. It is understood 
however that charges and fees for service rendered by public utilities 
and such fees and revenue stamps for the recording of deeds in matters 
connected with the property shall be borne by the Organization. 



Paragraph 9： 

The Government agrees to make all necessary repairs to keep the 
building and premises suitable for the use or purpose for which the 
same have been leased, the necessity for which repairs the Government 
should be duly advised. 

An initial period of ten (10) years, subject to renewal for a 
similar period, is proposed for the term of the Lease, with a nominal 
rent of One peso (P 1.00) per annum." 

8•斗 The Board has before it a separate document
1

 containing a proposal for 

adequate permanent accommodation for the Regional Office. 

1

 EB19/57 



9. Summary of present accommodation for regional offices 

Region 

Space 
in square 

feet 

Number 

of 
offices 

Staff 
accom-i 

modated-

Rent 

Other 
Agencies 
accommo-
dated 

Other 
facilities 

1。 AFRO 
Brazzaville 6053 52 1000 CPA 

a® 

UNICEF 
4 

offices 

Conference room 

Garage 

2. SEARO 
New Delhi 6645 

2 
95 $ 5356 p.a. None None 

EURO 
Copenhagen 8049 42 61 1 None Committee rooms 

Cafeteria 

4. EMRO 
Alexandria 8477 29 82 10 Piastres None Conference room 

Canteen Garage 

5. WPRO 
Manila 4193 

plus 
annex 
119斗 

23 

6 

65 1 Peso p.a^ None Canteen hut 
Warehouse 

t Includes all regional office staff and regional advisers, as reflected in 

Official Records No. 
p 

-Difficult to be precise because of use of temporary partitions and use of 

halls and corridors
6 



ANNEX 1 

(HC/SEA/7) 

LOCATION OF THE EEGIONAX OFFICE OF THE 
WORLD HEAI1TH OEGANIZATION IN IMDIA 

Statement by the Director-General to the First Meeting of the 
Regional Committee for South East Asia, Octobér 19^8 

In determining the location of regional -offices of the World Health Organization^ 

consideration must Ъе given to the provisions of the Constitution and the obligations 

which the World Health Organization has assumed under its Agreement with the United 

Nations雄 

The Constitution of the World Health Organization provides^ in Article h8
}
 that 

"Begional Committees shall meet as often as necessary anâ shall determine the place 

of each meeting"。 Ho ruling is laid down as to the location of regional offices
# 

The intent of the Constitution is construed^ in this case, as follows: 

(1) that the Regional C o m i t t e e s should Ъе free to select the place 

of meetings in view of the particular problems on the agenda for that 

meeting^ and consequently 

(2) that this choice should neither determine nor be determined by the 

location of the regional offices々 

Article XI (2) of the Agreement between the United Nations and the WHO states 

that: 

"Any regional or branch offices which the. World Health Organization nay 

establish shall, so far as practicable be closely associated vith such 

regional or branch offices as the United Nations may establish»
1 1 

It should be noted that the following United Nations offices are already 

established in New Delhi: United Nations Information Centre, Indian Branch： Office 

of ILO and Field Science Office of UNESCO
0
 Furthermore^ the&e are at present the 

only branch or regional offices of any United Nations bodies in the South-East A s i a
t 
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III its third report to the Economic and Social CounciX.
1

 the Administrative 
2 

Committee on Co-or<3imtion stated that it proposes to keep the subject of regioxnX 

activities on the agenda of its meetings as a regular Item. It stated also that： 

"The view of the Committee was that it would be helpful if there were 

full consultation in advance before the establishment of new and 

permanent regional offices. „ The machinery of the Co-ordination 

Committee and its Preparatory Committee is available for this purpose," 

The Committee on Belations of the Health Assembly was informed .pf this 

recomnenâation^ and decided that, as it liad not yet been approved Ъу the Economic 

and Social Council^ the Secretariat should bring it inforoally to the attention 

of the Committee on Headquarters and Eeglonal Organization,^ Accordingly, the 

Secretary of the Assembly made a statement on this subject to the Coimnittee on 

Headquarters and Regional Organization at its fourth m e e t i n g ) 

A t the seventh session of the Economic and Social Council, the Committee oil 

Matters relating to Co-ordination discussed
;
 among other matters, the location of 

regional offices
 f
 Several delegations expressed the wish that the Secretary-

.General should report to the next session of the Council on this subject.^ The 

report to the next session of the Council contains the following statement: 

" B e a r d i n g the location of the regional offices or agencies, the 

Committee noted the action of the Administrative Committee on Co-

ordination in favouring full consultation in advance through the 

Administrative Conmittee on Co-ordination_before the establishment 

of regional offices, The Cornnittee fully endorsed this action of 

1 United Hâtions document E/8b2, page 15 g 

Formerly the Secretary-General's Coiamittee on Co-ordination 

，A/Rel/Жп 1，page 5 

^ A/HQ/míii h, page 了 
К 

United Nations document E/1058， page 5 
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"the Administrative Coomittee on C o - o r d i m t i o n as a procedure which 

should Ъе followed Ъу specialized agencies in conformity with the 

principles stated in the agreements between such agencies and the 

United Nations,"
1 

These matters are brought before the Eegional Coamittee in order that it may 

Ъе fully advised on the constitutional position of the Organization and its 

obligations to the United Nations with respect to the location of regional offices. 

It appears evident
;
 in view of the terms of the Agreement between the Uniteñ 

Nations and the World Health Organization^ and the decisions of the Economic and 

Social Council that any decision re^ircling the location of the Regional Office for 

South-East Asia must be subject to negotiations with the Administrative Committee 

on Co-ordination and with the Council
0
 The Committee formed is to meet at the end 

of Novenber 19^8, and the Council w i l l hold its eighth session beginning 10 January 

19^9. 

It is the opinion of the Director-General that: 

1 , Any decision taken by the Eegional Committee regarding the location of 

the Eegional Office of WHO in India must Ъе provisional^ until Clearance is 

obtained as stated above„ 

2 . in view of the pre-existence of offices of other United Nations bodies 

and of specialized agencies in this area! notably the Uaiteâ Rations I n f o r m t i o n 

Office^ the Indian Branch Office of the ILO and the.Field Science Office of 

UNESCO, it will Ъе necessary to present a completely watertight case for the 

selection of Mysore as the site of the Eegional Office，as searching_questions 

will Ъе asked Ъу the Administrative Coranittee on Co-ordination and Ъу the 

Economic and Social Council,, 

1

 United Nations document E/i。，〜page 5 



ANNEX 2 
(RC/SE^/9) 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH EiiST ASIA. . 

Resolution on Location of the Regional Office of South East Asia 

The Regional Committee, 

HAVING CONSIDERED: 

(a) The policy laid down in Article XI (2) of the agreement between 

the United Nations and the World Health Organization which states t№t：： 

"Any regional or branch offices which the World Health Organization 
may establish shall, so far as practicable be closely associated with 
such regional or branch offices as the United Nations may establish" 

(b) That United Nations Offices are already established in Delhi as 

follows： UN Information Centre, UNESCO,工LO and FAO, with all of whom WHO 

must have co-operative relationship. 

(c) Ohe desirability of having ready access to the Embassies and 

Ministries, particularly of countries in the Regional Area» 

(d) The availability of communications and transportation to all parts 

of the region as well as to Headquarters Geneva and other regions s 

THEREFŒE RESOLVES?-

To recommend to the Director-General and the Executive Board the 

selection, subject to consultation with United Nations, of Delhi as the site 

of the Regional Office of the South East Asia Regional Organization of the 

World Health Organization. 



ANNEX 3 

SOUTH EAST ASIA 

S E C Œ D REGIONAL SBA2/3/R9V.2 

COMMITTEE MEETING 27 September
 ;
 1949. 

ACCOMMODATION 

The Regional Ccanmittee, 

Having given due consideration to the position of accommodation 

for the Regional Office and staff ； and 

Taking into consideration the fact that the present location 

of the Regional Office was decided on the invitation of the 

Government of India ； 

Appreciates the recent allocation of suitable office accommodation 

in Patiala House ； and 

1. URGES immediate action by the Government of India to give top 

priority to the provision of adequate living accommodation without 

which the increasing activities of this region cannot be carried 

out ； and 

2, REQUESTS the Regional Director to report to the Member States 

by the end of November, 1949, how the matter stands together with 

any proposals that he may have in this regard. 



ANNEX 4 

SUMMARY OP OFFERS RECEIVED IN CONNEXION 
WITH THE PERMANENT SITE OF THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR EUROPE 

Information extracted from documentation presented to 
the Regional Committee for Europe at different sessions. 

EUR/RC.Spec,/2 

Copenhagen 

Nice 

Frankfurt 

The Hague 

Geneva 

Offers existing building containing approximately 550 square 

metres of office space (against estimated requirement of 

1200 square metres)• Space for additional construction is 

available. Necessary conversion and/or additional 

construction would be undertaken by the Government• Responsibility 

of the Organization would be for the actual running expenses 

including upkeep of building. No rental charge is proposed. 

Officers to construct a new building in accordance with 

estimated requirements for office accommodation. Responsibility 

of the Organization limited to actual running expenses 

(electricity^ water, cleaning, etc.) of the building. Main-

tenance and repair costs would be met by the City of Nice, 

No rental charge is proposed. 

Offers to construct a new building in accordance with estimated 

requirements for office accommodation to be put at the disposal 

of WHO without rental charge
 # 

Offers a choice between two existing buildings which contain 

adequate space for estimated requirements for office accommodation. 

Building selected to be made available without rental charge. 

Responsibility for cost of any necessary alterations to be 

determined when the extent of alterations is known. 

Offers alternatively to construct an extension to a new 

building (project A) or a new independent building at an 

estimated annual rental of Sw, frs 50 000 (including heating 

and maintenance of building) and Sw. frs ^00 (not including 

maintenance of building) respectively. 
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Vienna Offers to construct a new building in accordance with estimated 

requirements for office accommodation, Responsiblity of the 

Organization would be the actual running expenses including 

maintenance costs of building. No rental charge is proposed. 

Florence Offers an existing building which could be enlarged to provide 

adequate space for estimated requirements for office 

ас с ommodat i on• Necessary conversion would be carried out by 

the Municipality. No rental charge is proposed. 

EUR/RC>Spec./2 Add>2 and Add 

These two documents deal with offers from the Municipalities of 

Renens and Montreux in Switzerland. In both cases buildings 

belonging either to industrial concerns or municipality were 

offered at terms to be agreed upon. Both involved a rental 

charge. 



W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Nineteenth Session 

Agenda item 7.7.1 

ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICES 

Subsequent to the preparation of document EB19/69, a communication from the 

delegation of the Philippines to the First World Health Assembly was located in 

the archives. That communication is attached. 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 
EB19/69 Add.l 

f

 ； ‘？ 21 January 1957 

O E I G I M L : ENGLISH 
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FD1ST WORIJ НШШ1 ASSEMBLY 

5 July 1948 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

COMMITTEE ON HEADQinRTSRS А1Ш REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 

Cominimication submitted bv the Philippine Islands Delegation 

3 July 1948 

Dr Brock Chisholm, 
W o r l d Health Assembly., 

Dear Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a telegram which I have 

received: 

PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT CORDIALLY IIWITES ESTABLISffi'ISIÍT FAR EASTERN R E G I O M L 
MEDICAL CENTRE IÎJ îtUiILA PD FAC工LIÏIISiB TO BE PROVIDED. ЧП^ШЖ, 

Dr Villarama is the Secretary of the Department of Health of the Republic of 

the Philippines-

With regard to the invitation contained in the above telegram I wish to state 

that Manila is situated about the centre: 

comprise China^ Korea, Japan, Indo-Chinr., 

New Zealand and Malaya. 

工 am assured b y Secretary Villarama 

of the Far Eastern Regional Area which may-

Philippine Islands, Indonesia； Australia, 

that the Philippine Government will provide 

facilities in "the w a y of housing,，oifice: space and raedical centre. 

I am sure that m y government and people will bs highly honoured to receive the 

officers and men of the Regional Centre which in response to this invitation the 

World Health Organization may decide to establish in Manila. 

1—опте faithfully, 

Manuel V„ Arguelles, M.D,, 

Delegate for the Philippine Islands 

World Health Assembly, 

GEMEVA» 


