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TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

1 

1 . In adopting resolution WHA9.28, the Ninth World Health Assembly decided that 

the tenth anniversary of the World Health Organization should be celebrated. The 

Director-General subsequently submitted t o the Executive Board for consideration at 

its eighteenth session some information concerning arrangements for celebrating the 

occasion.^ 

Special /iimiversary Session of the Uorld Health Assembly 

2. During the discussion of this subject at the eighteenth session of the 
3 

Executive Board it was suggested that it would be valuable to ascertain the views 

of Member States with regard to the holding of a special anniversary session of the 

World Health Assembly before the Board gave the matter further consideration. 

3- The Director-General therefore sent the following circular letter to all 

Member States and Associate Membersi 

I have the honour to invite your attention to the decision taken b y the 

Ninth World Health Assembly in Resolution WHA.9.28 to celebrate the Tenth 

Anniversary of the World Health Organization. To enable me tc begin 

preparing for this celebration, I consulted the Executive Board during its 

eighteenth session, held in Geneva from 2 8 to 30 May 1956. 

1 Off. Rec, W l d Hlth Org. 71, 28 

MC.L.20. 1956 14 July 1956 

Sir, 

Document EB1S/13 

о 
Document EB18/ïlin/3, pp. 12-17 
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"I provided the Board with a certain amount of information on this subject 
particularly concerning the tenth anniversary celebrations of the United Nations 
and of one of the specialized agencies• The United Nations organised a special 
session of its General Assembly in San Franoisco - birthplace of the UN -
which was highly successful and received world-wide publicity. The specialized 
agency held its celebration at the same time as its Conference at its head-
quarters , w i t h the result that due to the pressure of the normal business of 
the Conference the anniversary itself seems to have been rather overshadowed by-
other activities. 

"At the Executive Board meeting there was general agreement that, while the 
entire year of 1958 should be considered as the Anniversary year, the focal 
point of the Anniversary celebrations should be a special session of the World 
Health Assembly, However 5 the Board asked me to obtain the views of Member 
States on this whole matter. 

"It would seem to me desirable^ in order to ensure that the Anniversary 
celebration might be at once effective and not too onerous financially, that 
it should be held in a place differeAt but not far distant from that where the 
Eleventh World Health Assembly will meet e The final decision will of course 
be taken by the Tenth World Health Assembly and will no doubt bo related to its 
decision concerning the country in which the Eleventh World Health Assembly is 
to be held. 

"In order that I may be able to report on this matter to the Executive 

Board, which is to convene in Geneva on 15 January 1957, I should be grateful 

if you would let me have by 1 October 1956 your comments and views generally on 

the way in which the Tenth Anniversary of the Organization might be celebrated, 

and in particular on the for丄owing questions: 

1. Should a special Anniversary session of the World Health Assembly be 

convened? 

2. If so, should it be held 

(a) immediately preceding the regular session of the Eleventh World Health 

Assembly? or, 

(b) with a gap of a few days between the special session and the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly? 

3# Should the special session be held 

(a) at the same place as the Eleventh World Health Assembly? or, 

(b) at another place^ preferably one of historical importance for WHO, but 

not too far distant from that whera tho regular session of the Assembly is 

to Ъе held? 
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4 . Do y o u wish to make any concrete suggestions concerning the choice of either 

of these locations? 

5- Should the Anniversary session be devoted to any special theme decided 

beforehand, or should it follow the pattern of the San Francisco session of 

the United Nations General Assembly when each government spoke on points 

which it considered suitable to the occasion? 

I have the honour to b e , 

Sir, 

Tour obedient Servant, 

M . G^ Gandau, M.D. 

Director-General n 

The replies from governments to the circular letter quoted above are summarized 

in Annex I to this document. 

Special Report on the Organi?etion rs Activities 

5# A suggestion that a book should be published to commemorate the Organization 1 s 

tenth anniversary was approved by the Executive Board at its seventeenth session."'" 

The Board 1 s decision was supported by the Ninth World Health Assembly, which^ in 

resolution WHA9.28,^ requested the Director-General lo submit to the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly M
# # # a special report reviewing all the activities of the World 

Health Organization during past years, including the period of the Interim 
… 2 

C o m m i s s i o n " 

6. The Director-General has pleasure in submitting to the Board for its considera-

tion the general plan for the special report which is contained in Annex 工 I to this 

document. 

1 Document EB17/Min/19 Rev.l, pp.372-374 

2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 71, 28 



EB19/50 

page 4 • 

Public Information Material 

7 . In addition to the special anniversary session of the Health Assembly and the 

special report mentioned above, the following projects are already being prepared or 

planned in the field of public information to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 

World Health Organization: 

Publications 

7.1 To be published by the Organization: 

7.1#1 An illustrated brochure to tell the story of WHO 1 s first ten years 
of activity № — - 一 

This brochure^ intended for the general public, will be illustrated with 

photographs either taken from the Organization's photograph library or 

specially obtained for the purpose. It will present^ in a way designed to 

attract the lay reader， stories and examples of W H O 1 s ten years of activity 

at Headquarters and in all the regions. 

The organization will publish this brochure in English, French and Spanish 

and will distribute it free of charge through the usual public information 

channels. Advance texts and photo material will be provided by the 

Organization to those governments wishing to produce, at their own expense, 

editions of this book in other languages. 

To cover the costs of production and printing editions in English, French and 

Spanish, a sum of $ 17 000 has been included in the 1958 budget proposals. 

1Ф\Щ2 A special edition of the public information periodical "World Health
11 

(formerly the WHO Newsletter)~ 炒 

will be devoted to the tenth anniversary. It will appear either for tho 

celebrations arranged in connexioii with the Eleventh World Health Assembly, 

or for World Health Day in 1958 (see paragraph 7.5 below). 

The cost of this special issue is included in the 1958 estimates for the 

Division of Public Information. 

7.2 Stimulation of outside production: 
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Arrangements have been concluded with a well-known French author and a highly 

reputable French p ü i s h i n g house for a book to be published dealing with the 

health situation and the influence of international health work in a number 

of countries in the Western Pacific, South-East Asia, Eastern Mediterranean 

and African regions* Before publication the text will be submitted to the 

Director-General for his comments. The book will be distributed coniiriGrciáLly 

and will subsequently be re-published in other languages than French. The 

Organization is contributing the cost of the author 1 s visits to the countries 

concerncd. The author has made his own arrangements with his publisher 

concerning proceeds from sales. A limited number of copies of the book will 

be purchased for distribution by WHO. 

Similar arrangements have been concluded with an American writer and an 

American publisher for a book to be brought out In the United States. In 

this case the writer is visiting countries in Latin America and West Africa. 

Purchase of copies is also planned, 

A French publisher who specializes in books of pictures has shown interest in 

tho idea of bringing out, as an independent venture, a book containing colour 

and black and, white reproductions of photographs taken in connexion with the 

voyage of the French author mentioned in paragraph 7.2 el above. 

To be produced by the Organization: 

The Tenth Anniversary Film approved by the Ninth World Health Assembly is now 

in production and is expected to be ready by the end of 1957# The film will 

aim to give audiences a vivid impression of a number of jjrrportant aspects of 

the Organization's work. Versions will be produced in English, French and 

Spanish. 

The cost of making prints for distribution is included in the budgetary 

proposals for the Division of Public Information. 

A Tenth Anniversary Picture Set and other visual material will also be 

prepared in fairly large quantities and distributed to regional offices, etc, 

for use in connexion with tenth.anniversary celebrations. 

A sum sufficient to cover production in three languages is included in the 

1958 budget proposals for tho Division of Public 工 n f o r m a t i o r u 
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7.4 Stimulation of production of television programmes 

It is proposed to interest television networks in a number of countries in 

progranimes dealing with different aspects of WHO's work^ to be produced in 

сonne:d.on with the tenth anniversary celebrations. 

One major tolovision network has already undertaken to produce such a prograirmie 

at the time of the Eleventh World Health Assembly• 

The Organization will provide film material for use in these television 

prograMTies, and the necessary provision has been made in the 1958 budget 

proposals for the Division of Public Informatioru 

World Health Day Arrangements 

7.5 The observance of World Health Day (7 April) 1958 should be considered an 

integral part of the tenth anniversary celebration in all countries, 

7.6 It is intendod to select a World Health Day theme connected with the signifi-

cance of international co-operation in the field of health. The World Health 

Day material which will be prepared by the Organization for distribution to 

national health services will seek to show the different ways in which the 

health of the world in general and of each country in particular benefits from 

such co-operation. 

7.7 An effort will be made to distribute this material before the end of 1957 in 

order that governments will have ample tim。 to make World Health Day arrange-

ments. No additional budget provision is needed. 
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ANNEX 工 

SUMMARY OF THE REPLIES FROM MEMBER STATES TO CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 20 

(1956) (TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF WHO) RECEIVED UP TO 30 NOVEMBER 1956 

Up to 30 November, forty-five replies were received (of which four were from 

Associate Members); three other governments sent acknowledgements not followed b y 

substantial replies. 

In the great majority of cases, replies are given to the various questions 

contained in the Director-General^ s circular letter. In some casesд howeverд the 

rep^Jüe窃 cover only one or a few of the questions. 

Among the governments not in favour of a special anniversary session, some 

have indicated their preferences on the other questions, should a m j o r i t y be in 

favour of such a session» Such preferences have been taken into account in the 

analysis• 

The following summary and analysis are given in the order in which questions 

were put to the governments in the circular letter: 

Should a special anniversary session of the World Health Assembly be convened? 

Yes : 32 (including two Associate Members) 

No : 11 ( “ “ ” “ ) 

Abstention： 1 

- O n e government qualified its concurrence as follows: "provided that the 

decision reached b y the 10th Assembly concerning the country in which the 

11th Assembly is to be held renders it readily practicable^ and provided 

a majority of members agree"• This government "must reserve its right 

to consider the question further in the light of those discussions 

- O n e reply indicated that "while the whole of 1958 should be considered the 

Anniversary Year, a special session of the World Health Assembly should 

also be h e l d、 
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- O n e government (favourable to a special session) "is of the opinion that the 

budget of the Organization at the present time is so limited that any expenses 

which would have as a consequence that the activo programme must be restricted, 

would be open to severe criticism. The celebration, therefore, ought to be 

incorporated in the 11th Health Assembly in such a way that the duration of 

that Assembly is not prolonged". 

Among the governments not in favour of a special anniversary session, some gave 

their reasons, or offered alternatives, which can b e summarized as follows: 

- t h e célébration could take placo on the occasion of, be part of, or be 

combined with the Eleventh Assembly^ which could possibly be shortened 

(by curtailing the Technical Discussions^ for exançle), so as to include the 

celebration (ono or more special plenary meetings^ preferably at the beginning 

of the session) without prolongation, 

- a tenth anniversary is "too early an occasion on which to incur ацу major 

expense by w a y of a special session of the Assembly". 

- i t would involve additional expenditure which could be better devoted to 

progranime activities of the Organization. 

2 . If so，should it be held; 

(a) iitmediately preceding the regular session of the Eleventh World Health Assembly? 

Yes i 17 、 

- O n e reply indicated that the special session should be held immediately before 

or after the Eleventh Assembly } another one that it should be held 

immediately after that Assembly. 

(b) or, w i t h a gap of a few days between the special session and the Eleventh World 

Health Assembly? — 一 

Yes : 17 

- T w o replies indicated that the special session should be held before or after 

the Eleventh Assembly, with a gap of a few days ¡ another one that it should 

be held a few days after the Eleventh Assembly and before the session of the 

Executive Board. 
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Various other suggestions were made as to the time which should elapse between 

the special session and the Eleventh Assembly, These wore ae follows: 

- t h e week-end preceding the Assembly 

- a few days 

一 one day 

一 two or three days 

- t h r e e to four days 

other replies 

one reply 

six replies 

three replies 

one reply 

one reply 

- " T h e special session should be held immediately or a few days after or before 

the ordinary session" ¡ 

- " T h e Eleventh Session may bo treated as the Session of the 10th Anniversary, 

However if a special session is considered necessary^ it may be held at the 

time of the Eleventh Assembly"j 

- t h e special session "should be convened at the beginning of or be incorporated 

in the Eleventh Assembly". 

Should the special session be held; 

at the same place as the Eleventh World Health Assembly? 

Yes 5 24 

or at another place^ preferably one of historical importance for W H O， but not too 

far distant from that where the regular session of the Assembly is to be held ？ 

Yes : 10 

Do y o u wish to make any concrete suggestions concerning the choice of either of 

these locations？ 

The following suggestions were made: 

- G e n e v a i four replies 

- s u i t a b l e town in Europe : one reply 
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- P a r i s 

- U n i t e d Nations Headquarters 

- N e w York, Paris or Geneva 

« New York (if the Eleventh Assembly-

is to meet in Boston) 

- S a n Francisco 

two replies (one of them indicating 

this town in case the Eleventh Assembly-

is to meet in Geneva). 

one 

one 

one 

one 

reply-

reply 

reply-

reply 

Should the Anniversary session be devoted to any special theme decided before-

hand^ or should it follow the pattern of the San Francisco session of the 

United Nations General Assembly when each government spoke on points which it 

considered suitable to the occasion ？ 

(a) in favour of the San Francisco pattern % 20 replies 

(Three of the replies indicated, however^ a general framework, i.e.: 

一 "this special session should be devoted to outline the world-wide activities 
of the World Health Organization 1 1 • 

- " R e v i e w i n g past activities and planning for the future in the light of 

experience gained。“ 

- " W h e r e are we in world health ten years after the World Health Organization.“) 

(b) in favour of a special theme to bo decided beforehand : 11 replies 

(Contained in some of the replies were suggestions concerning either the theme 

proper or the way the theme should be selected or dealt with, : 

Themes suggested 

- " t h e role of the World Health Organization in the promotion of world health, 

its past and present contribution and future development 1 1. 

• 11 the action of WHO in the field of public health until now, its past and 

present contribution and future development". 

- " t h e Anniversary session should be devoted to the historic development of the 

international health co-operation, with special emphasis upon the development 

of the World Health Organization. Further should the activities and achieve-

ments of the World Health Organization be reviewed, the present health status 

of the world be discussed and the future policy of the Organization be drawn 

up." 
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Procedures suggested 

_ One Member State indicated that the special theme should be proposed b y the 
Executive Board, which would send invitations to governmental delegates. 
The reply stated further "moreover we would have no objection to making it 
possible to other delegates to address the Assembly on the same 七 h e m e , if 
time were to permit 1 1. 

- O n e Member State suggested that "Each participating country shall contribute 
to the theme which will be pooled by headquarters of the regions and 
summarized in a form to contain Important and relevant information to be 
presented during the Anniversary session"• 

- A n Associate Morriber suggested that the theme "be discussed at the forthcoming 

regional committee meetings and an agreed suggestion put forward by each for 

the consideration of Headquarters"•) 

Other suggestions contained in the replies g 

duration of the special anniversary session 

- T h e following indications were given : three days, one to two days, one to 
three daysj "as modest a scale as possible". 

number of speakers 

- A m o n g the Member States in favour of a special anniversary session, three 
indicated that the number of speakers should be limited, one of them 
suggesting that the speakers be "restricted to the Secretary-General of U»N. y 

the present and former Directors-General of the Organization and the ten 
former presidents of the Assembly". 

other suggestions 

一 "In addition to a certain number of speeches devoted to points suitable to the 
occasion, the maximum use ¿should be/ made of statements and other materials 
previously prepared for distribution•“ 

- 1 1 It would certainly be most suitable to present a report by the Director-
General of WHO on the progress in the different health fields made thanks to 
the work carriod out by the Organization 
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- O n e Member State (not in favour of a special anniversary session) suggested 

that "the Anniversary could perhaps be adequately marked during the course of 

the Eleventh Assembly by the release of an appropriately bound publication 

which would set forth in detai] the substantial achievements of the 

Organization during its first ten years• This could be an impressive record 

and one which might be expected to command wide press coverage and public 

interesté At the same time the cost should not be too great since, while a 

number of copies would no doubt be distributed free, a much larger number 

might be sold àt a price which would defray the major part of tho cost of 

printing. 1 1 
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SPECIAL VOLUME TO CELEBRATE THE TENTH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATIOM 

The proposed general plan of the volume, including the tentatlTe headings under 

which it is intended to group the material, is shown b e l m * This material would be 

preceded Ъу an introduction and followed by annexes and an index. There would also 

be suitable illustrative material (photographs, maps, charts, eto«) # Each of the 

main parts would be sub-divided into chapters and sections； but such a breakdown has 

not been attempted at the present stage, as i t i s f e l t that the arrangement can best 

be determined when the material has been collected and to some extent prepared. e 

EVOLUTION OF INTERNATIONAL HEALTH GO-OPERATION 

This part would contain a brief review of the changing nature and conoopt 

of international health co-operation since its beginnings in the nineteenth 

century to the foundation of WHO» Appropriate referonocs would Ъе made to 

events and developments of international significanoe durljag that period. 

CREATION OF WHO 

This part would show how WHO had its origins in proposals made to the 

United Nations Conference on International Organization held at San Francisco 

in 1945. It would trace the development and establishment of tha Constitution 

by the Technical Preparatory Coinmittee and the International Health Conference, 

New York, 1946, and describe the main features of the Constitution» There 

would follow a description of the Interim Commission period, 

RELATIONSHIP^ STRUCTURE, RESOURCES AND METHODS OF WORK 

The main purpose of this part would be to show broadly what WHO IS and how 

it works• It would deal, inter alia, with the position of W H O in the United 

Nations system^ the pattern of relationship with other international organisa-

tions j membership; the legislative and oxecutive organs of WHO C ^ ^ Vorjid 

Health Assembly, Executive Board, regional committees, etc#)； the 



EB19/50 Addél 
page 14 

Annex II 

establishment of regional organizations; the structure of the Secretariatj 

personnel statutes| the method of preparation of annual programmes and budgets 

and of the "General Programme of Work for a Specific Period"} the main methods 

of workj and financial statutes and resources. 

TEN YEARS OF WORK 

This would be the most important part of the volume and would receive the 

main emphasis. It would include， under appropriate subject headings, a full 

statement of technical work done by the Organization as a whole both b y 

headquarters and in the regions^ with reference to the current status of the 

various subjects in the world at large and their evolution during the period 

covered* Due regard would be given to work carried on in co-operation with 

other organizations. 

This would be followed by an identification of the particular health 

problems and specific trends in each regioru 

The annexes Would include material of the following type： membership of the 

•Organizationj expert advisory panels¡ meetings of expert committees, study groups^ 

seminars, conferences, etc. heldj non-governmental organizations in official 

relationship with WHOj organization charts showing structure of the Secretariat j 

data on fellowship awards j summary list of publications issuedj financial dataj 

Darling Foundation and Léon Bernard Foundation awards• 
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR SPECIAL TENTH ANNIVERSARY SESSION 
(IN RELATION TO THE RiDGUUR SESSION 

OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY) 

Report by the Dlrecuor-General 

The Director-General has received, from the Assistant Secretary of the 

Department of State of the Government of the United States of America, the 

following letterÎ 

Department of State 

Washington 

December 27> 1956 

Dear D r . Candau, 

Reference is made to cur conversation of November 16, 1956 
concerning the proposals which have been made for holding the Eleventh 
World Health Assembly in the United States• 

As you know， the Congress, in its last session, authorized the 
use of government funds for the purpose-of defraying the expenses 
incidental to holding the Assembly here. ^ Pursuant to this authorizing 
legislation, a copy of which is attached, the Department of State has 
now requested the Congress to appropriate the necessary funds, and 
trusts that action will be taken at an early date in the session that 
convenes in January• 

In the circumstances a formal invitation cannot be extended 
before the forthcoming meeting of the Executive B^arch Please be 
assured, however, that a decision with respect to the invitation 
will be reached in the near future and oommunicated to you, certainly, 
prior to the Health Assembly,, 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed). 
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Francis 0» Wilcox 

Assistant Secretary 
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Under the circumstances described in the letter quoted above, the Board 

may wish to consider the adoption of a resolution along the foll(!fwing lines: 

«The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director—General on 

arrangements for the special tenth anniversary session (in 

relation to the regular session of the World Health Assembly); 

1 
Considering the terms of resolution WHA5,48， 

NOTES that tentative plans are being developed for holding 

the Eleventh World Health Assembly i n the United States of 

America； and 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Tenth World Health Assembly that in the 

event an invitation has been received from the United States 

of America by the time of the Health Assembly, the Assembly, 

in accordance with the provision of Article 14 of the 

Constitution, select the United States as the country in which 

the Eleventh World Health Assembly shall be h e l d f
M 

1 World Health Orgarlzation. Handbook•of Résolutions and Deolsiens^ 

3rd e d ” Geneva ; p # 139• 
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Public Law 832 - 84th Congress 
Chapter 776 -'2d Session 

S , J>> Res о 183 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

Authorizing an appropriation to enable the United States to extend an 

invitation to the World Health Organization to hold.the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly in the United S tates in 1958^ 

Whereas the Eleventh World Health Assembly is scheduled to be held in 

1958; and 

Whereas the year 1958 is considered particularly appropriate for 

holding the assembly in the United States since that year will mark 

the decennial anniversary of the entry into force of the constitution 

of the World Health Organization, which was originally drawn up and 

signed in New York City; and 

Whereas the assembly and related functions will provide outstanding 

opportunities for the Ministers and Directors of Health of the World 

Health Organization's eighty-^eight member countries to view American 

health and medical methods in practice, and to make and renew 

friendships among American health and medical leaders j and 

Whereas the assembly will focus public attention in the United States 

on the important work of the World Health Organization as an' integral 

part of the economic and social program of the United Nations and as 

a constructive work contributing to better international appreciation 

and world peaces and 

Whereas American health and medical groups and certain urban 

organizations have suggested arrangements to make the World Health 

Assembly in the United States a particularly useful professional 

occasion through related seminars, field trips, and social activities； • 

and _ 一 — 一 一 — 70 Stat, 714 

Whereas the cost of holding an assembly in the United States would 70 St«？Л. 715 

exceed the amount provided in the budget of the World Health 
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Organization for holding an assembly in Geneva, Switzerland, the 

headquarters of the Organizations Therefore be it 

Resolved ty the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled，that there is atithorized 

to be appropriated to the Department of State, out of any money 

in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $400,000 

for the purpose of defraying the expenses incident to organizing^ and 

holding the Eleventh World Health Assembly in the United States畚 

Furris appropriated pursuant to this authorization shall be available 

for advan^s contribution to the World Health Organization for addi-

tional costs incurred by the Organization in holding the Eleventh 

World Health Assembly outside the Organization^ headquarters at 

Geneva， Switzerland^ and shall be available for expenses incurred 

by the Department of State, on behalf of the United States as host 

government, including personal services without regard to civil —service 

and classification lawsj employment of aliens； travel expenses with-

out regard to the Standardized Government Travel Regulations and 

to the rates of per diem allowances in lieu of subsistence expenses 

under the Travel Expense Act of 1949; rent of quarters by contract 

or otherwise j and hire of passenger motor vehicles• 

Eleventh World 
Bealth Asraowbly, 
1958. 
Appropriation 

63 Stet. 166 
5 OSC 835 note. 

Approved July 30^ 1956 


