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 Notification of the official designation of Dr Brady as a member of the 
Executive Board was received later in the session. 
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1. OPENING ADDRESS BY ThE СКА1Щ'1АН: Item X.l of the Provisional Agenda 

The CEAIRMAN, opening the seventeenth session of the Executive Board, 

welcomed both old and new members and said that h© was honoured to preside over the 

discussions of a body of leaders in the field of public health, chosen from all the 

four corners of the earth to study, discuss and plan the way in which the high ideals 

and objectives of a unique institution could be realized. 

With the whole world as its sphere of activity, the World health Organization 

was concerned with the physical and mental well-being of all people without any 

distinction and its goal was the achievement of the highest possible standards of 

health» With a task of such dimensions the way could not be ©xpeoted to be smooth 

and easy: there would always be difficulties to overcome, problems to solve and 

differences to be bridged. Kotwithstanding, the Organization had always been 

successful and had done excellent work by virtu© of having a solid foundation and 

structure. Thanks to that and to the international spirit and zeal which animated 

members of the Board, and with the help of the admirably efficient staff which had 

been established, he was fully confident that by the end of the session the Board 

would have added yet another stone to the structure of the Organization to ensure 

the achievement of its purposes. In that convict ion he would seek to follow his 

distinguished predecessors in serving the Board to the best of his ability. 

There was an old Arabic saying: "Two forgotten blessings, health and security". 

It was of paramount importance to realize that those two elements were interdependent 

and, like the two wings of a bird, both wero required for movement• The task of 

ШО, аз he saw it, was not only to promote health but to koep its importance to the 

forefront so that such a vital pillar of peace should not b© forgotten or neglected. 



The problems of health were indivisible; disease knew no frontiers, travelling 

from one country to another and capable of engulfing them all» Its presence in any-

one country had serious and widespread repercussions, and it was therefore imperative 

to deal with health problems on a truly international basis ̂  since an improvement 

or deterioration in one area inevitably affected others, assistance to the needy and 

less fortunate must ultimately benefit the rest. Efforts and funds spent on health 

were a sound investment giving high returns and playing a unique and important part 

in raising standards of living and hence in promoting рбаое. 

The Board was faced with a heavy agenda including a number of important new 

items concerning both programme and budget » To give one example, it must consider 

the supplementary estimates for 1956 and the Director-General I s alternative 

proposals for the 1957 Budget and the implications of those proposals both for the 

Or ganiz at ion
1

 s programtne and for governments • 

；*.. i .、- » ... . 

2
t
 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Item 1.2 of the Provisional Agenda (Document 

EB17/1 and Add.l) 

The C H A J S M M informed members that in accordance with Rule 12 of the Boards 

Rules of Procedure he had been consulted about the items proposed in the . 

supplementary agenda (document EB17/1 Add.l). He then drew attention to the faot 

that the sixth report of the Expert Committee on Insecticides (document ЬВ17/21) 

had not been distributed six weeks before the opening of the session. Despite that, 

in view of the importance of the subject, h© believed the report should be 

retained on the agenda
ш 

It was so agreed^ ， 

Decision： The provisional agenda and the supplementary agenda were adopted 
without further comment• 
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#
 ELECTION OF A VICE-CIURMâN 

The CHAJRM/Ш stated that in place of Dr Mochtar, who had been elected Vice-

Chairman at the previous session, the Indonesian Government had designated 

Dr Anwar as member of the Board. 

Dr JAFAR proposed that Dr Anwar should be elected Vice-Chairman in place of 

Dr Hochtar, 

Dr VARGAS-ШШЕ2 and Professor PARISOT seconded the nomination. 

Decision: Dr Anwar was elected a Vice-Chairman of the Board* 

4. APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURS: Item 1.3 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN observed that it was customary during the jQ.nua.ry session of the 

Board to re-appoint the Rapporteurs chosen during the session immediately following 

the Health Assembly
# 

.Decision： Dr Le Roux and Dr da Silva Travassos were re-appointed Rapporteurs. 

5. APPOINTMENT OP 腿 © E R S TO СОЩГГТЕЕЗ 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board would have to make an appointment to thè 

Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to replace Dr Segura. 

Dr. MONTALVM CORNEJO proposed Dr Siri. 

Professor PARISOT seconded the nomination. 

Decision; Dr Siri was appointed to replace Dr Segura in the Standing Committee 

on Non-Governmental Organizations (see resolution EB17.R1). 



In answer to a question by Dr JAFAR
y 

was acting for Dr van Zile Hyde there was 

of the Standing Committee. 

the CHAIRMAN explained that as Dr Brady-

no need to appoint him formally as member 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that it might be desirable to establish a working party 

to examine item 7.1 of the agenda and to report to the Board thereon. The working 

party might consist of Dr Azuma, Dr Brady, Professor Pari sot ̂  Dr Le Roux and 

Dr Vollenweiâer• 

Decisions The Chairman's proposal vas adopted• 

The CHAIRMAN noted that Dr Anwar, having been, elected a Vice-Chairman, would 

now become a member of the Léon Bernard Foundation Committee, which comprised the 

Chairman of the Board, the other Vice-Chairman (Dr Vargas-Méndez), Professor Parisot 

and Dr Vollenweider• 

In view of his ОШ1 heavy responsibilities as Chairman of the Board he wished 

to resign from the Committee on Gifts or Bequests and proposed that Dr Monta Ivan 

Cornejo should replace him. 

It vas во agreed (see resolution EB17.H2). 

Dr MONTALVÁN CORNEJO thanked members for electing him. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Committee on Arrears of Contributions in respect 

of the Office International d
T

Hygiène Publique, which consisted of Professor Parisot, 

Dr da Silva Travassos and Dr Vollenveider^ would have to meet during the present 

session. 
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6. . PROŒAMME OF WORK 

The CHAIRMAN announced that in conformity with Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure,
1 

the Soviet Union Government had been informed that item 7.2 would be taken up by the 

Board at its morning meeting on 2k January, and Members of the Regional Committee 

for the Eastern Mediterranean had been informed that item 6.5 would be taken up 

by the Board at its morning meeting on 25 January. 

He then suggested that the Beard might refer to the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance tne following itemsn 5.1.1， 3.1.2, 8.1, 8.2，8.6, 8."J, 

8.9 and 8.10. 

It vas so agreed, 

The CHAIRMAN expressed his deep appreciation of the work done by the Standing 

Committee, anc particularly its Chairman and Rapporteurs. The Committee, which had 

sat during the previous week； he.d held long and detailed discussions on the Director-

General's Proposed Programmé and Budget Estimates. 

Dr BRADY, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

said that three chapterз of tlie Standing Conmittee ‘ s draft preliminary report had 

already been circulated in document EB17/AF/wp/23. That document would be completed 

as and when the Committee c-incluâecl its examination of the other topics referred 

to it. He hoped that' it vould be possible to arrange meetings во аз not to 

interfere with the vork of the Board, 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board .soulà examine the Committee's final report 

as soon as possible after it ve.ü resdy. 

1

 Rule 3 of the current Rules of Ixocedare, as reproduced in Off o IteGĵ  .Wld Elth 

Огд» 68, Алпсх 17 



It had been suggested by one member of the Board that item 2.1.1 (Organizational 

Study on Programme Planning) might be taken ufp at the following meeting. 

Dr АШАй thought that the comments, which had apparently been submitted by-

five members of the Board, should be incorporated in the preliminary report on the 

Organizational Study on Programme Planning (document ffi/Ao/203.#55) before that 

item could be discussed. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that, as it was difficult to condense the 

comments, the Secretariat had decided that it would facilitate the work of the Board 

if they could be presented orally at the beginning of the discussion. He hoped that 

procedure would be approved. 

It was so agreed. 

At the suggestion of Dr VARGAS-M^IDEZ, supported by Dr SIRI, it was decided, 

by 16 votes tc 1, that the Board should meet from 9»30 а
#
ш. to 12.30 p.m. and from 

2.30 p.m, to 5.30 p«nu each day. 

、 H meeting rose at 11.25 p.m. 
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1. OPENING ADDRESS BY TKE CHAIRMAN: Item 1.1 of the Provisional Agenda 

The CKAJRMâN, opening the seventeenth session of the Executive Board, 

welcomed both old and new members and said that he was honoured to preside over the 

discussions of a body of leaders in the field of public health, chosen from all the 

four corners of the earth to study, discuss and plan the way in which the high ideals 

and objectives of a unique institution could be realized. 

With the whole world as its sphere of activity, the World Health Organization 

was concerned with the physical and mental well-being of all people "without any 

distinction and its goal was the achievement of the highest possible standards of 

health. WitVi a task of such dimensions the way could not be expected to be smooth 

and easy： there would always be difficulties to overcome, problems to solve and 

differences to be bridged» Notwithstanding, the Organization had always been 

successful and had done excellent work by virtu© of having a solid foundation and 

structure. Thanks to that and to the international spirit and zeal which animated 

members of the Board, and with the help of the admirably efficient staff which had 

been established, he was fully confident that by the end of the session the Board 

would have added yet another stone to the structure of the Organization to ensure 

the achievement of its purposes. In that convict ion he would seek to follow his 

distinguished predecessors in serving the Board to the best of his ability. 

There was an old Arabic saying: "Two forgotten blessings, health and security"• 

It was of paramount importance to realize that those two elements were interdependent 

and
f
 like the two wiïigs of a bird, both were required for movement. The task of 

WHO, as he saw it, was not only to promote health but to keep its importance to the 

forefront so that such a vital pillar of peace should not be forgotten, or neglected. 



The problems of health were indivisible; disease knew no frontiers, travelling 

from one country to another and capable of engulfing them all. Its presence in any-

one country had serious and widespread r©pereussions^ and it was therefore imperative 

to deal with health problems on a truly international basis^ since an improvement 

or deterioration.in one area inevitably affected others, assistance to the needy and 

less fortunate must ultimately benefit the rest. Efforts and funds spent on health 

were a sound investment giving high returns and playing a unique and important part 

in raising standards of living and hence in promoting peaoe. 

The Board was faced with a heavy agenda including a number of important new 

items concerning both programme and budget
 #
 To give one example, it must consider 

the supplementary estimates for 1956 and. the Director-General
1

 s alternative 

proposals for the 1957 Budget and the implications of those proposals both for the 

Organization
1

s programme and for governments• 

2, ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA; Item 1.2 of the Provisional Agenda (Document 

EB17/1 and Add.l) 

The CEAIRMAK informed members that in accordance with Rule 12 of the Board
1

 s 

Rules of Procedure he had been consulted about the items proposed in the 

supplementary agenda (document EB17/1 Add
#
l). He. then drew attention to the faot 

that the sixth report of the Expert Committee on Insecticides (document ЕБ17/21) 

had not been distributed six weeks before the .opening of the session. Despite that； 

in view of the importance of the subject, he believed the report should be 

retained on the agenda. 

It was so agreed. 

Decision: The provisional agenda and the supplementary agenda were adopted 
without further comment

 # 



3. ELECT工OU OF A VICE-CEAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN stated that in place of Dr Mochtar, who had been elected Vice-

Chairman at the previous session, the Indonesian Government had designated 

Dr Anwar as member of the Board. 

Dr JAFAR proposed that Dr Anwar should be elected Vice-Chairman in place of 

Dr Mochtar, 

Dr VARGAS-MMDEZ and Professor PARISOT seconded the nomination.-

Decision; Dr Anwar was elected a Vice-Chairman of the Board. 

4. APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEURS; Item 1.3 of th.e Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN observed that it was customry during the January session of the 

Board to re-appoint the Rapporteurs chosen during the session immediately following 

the Health Assembly. 

Décision; Dr Le Roux and Dr da Silva Ttavassos were re-appointed Rapporteurs. 

5. APPOINTMENT OP MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board would have to make an appointment to the 

Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to replace Dr Segura. 

Dr. MONTALVM CORNEJO proposed Dr Siri, 

Professor PARISOT seconded the nomination. 

Decision: Dr Siri was appointed to replace Dr Segura in the Standing Committee 
on Non-Governmental Organizations. 



In answer to a question Ъу Dr JAFAR, the CHAIRMAN explained that as Dr Brady 

was acting for Dr van Zile Hyde there was no need to appoint him formally as member 

of the Standing Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that it might be desirable to establish a working party 

to examine item 7.1 of the agenda and to report to the Board thereon. The working 

party might consist of Dr Azuma, Dr Brady ( acting for Dr van Zile Hyde), 

Professor Parisot, Dr Le Roux and Dr Vollenweider. 

Decision： The Chairman^ proposal was adopted. 

The CKAJRM/Ш noted that Dr Anwar, having been elected a Vice-Chairman, would 

now become a member of the Léon Bernard Foundation Committee which comprised the 

Chairman of the Board, the other Vice-Chairman (Dr
#
 Vargas-Méndez), Professor Parisot 

and Dr Vollenweider. 

• In view of his own heavy responsibilities as Chairman of the Board he -wished 

z 

to resign from the Committee on Gifts or 3equests and proposed that Dr Monfcalvan 

Cornejo should replace him# 

It was so agreed. 

Dr MOOTALVAK CORNEJO thanked members for electing him. 

The CHAIRMAU observed that the Committee on Arrears of Contributions in respect 

of the Office International d
1

 Ifygiène Publique, which consisted of Professor Parisot, 

Dr da Silva Travassos and Dr Vollenweider, would have to meet during the present 

session 



6. PROGRAMME OF WORK 

The GHAIRMAM announced that in conformity with Hule 8 of the Rules of Procedure, 

the Soviet Union Government had been informed that item П.2 would be taken up by the 

Board at its morning meeting on 24 January； and Members of the Regional Committee 

for the Eastern Mediterranean had been informed that item 6
0
5 would be taken up 

by the Board at its morning meeting on 25 January
# 

He then suggested that the Board might refer to the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance the following items: 3.1.1, 8.1, 8_2, 8.6, 8.7, 

8.9 and 8.10. 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAK expressed his deep appreciation of the work done by the Standing 

Committee, and particularly its Chairman and Rapporteurs. The Committee, which had 

sat during the previous week, had held long and detailed discussions on the 

Secretary-General
r

s proposed Programme and Budget Estimates, 

Dr BEADY, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance, 

said that three chapters of the Standing Committee's draft preliminary report had 

already been circulated in document EB17/AP/lVP/23• That document would be completed 

as and when the Committee concluded its examination of the other topics referred 

to it. He hoped that it would be possible to arrange meetings so as not to 

interfere with the work of the Board, 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board would examine the Committee
1

 s final draft 

report as soon as possible after it was ready. 



It had been suggested by one member of the Board that item 2.1.1 (Organizational 

Study on Programme Planning) might be taken \ip at the following meeting. 

Dr ANWAR thought that the comments, which had apparently been submitted by-

five members of the Board, should be incorporated in the preliminary report on the 

Organizational Study on Programme Planning (document MH/AS/2D3...55) before that 

item could be discussed. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that, as it was difficult to condense the 

comments, the Secretariat had decided that it would facilitate the work of the Board 

i 

if they could be presented orally at the beginning of the discussion. He hoped that 

procedure would be approved. 

It was go agreed• 

At the suggestion of Dr VARGAS-MENDEZ, supported by Dr SIRI, it was decided, 

by 16 votes to 1, that the Board should meet from 9*30 a
t
m . to 12,30 and from 

2
#
3 0 р‘пи to 5#30 each day. 

The meeting rose at 11,25 p.m» 


