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The Executive Board， 

Having examined the report of the Director-General on the use of 

study groups and expert committees; 1 

Considering the purposes and functions of expert advisory panels and 
2 

committees as laid down by the Fourth World Health Assembly and as 
3 

indicated in the Handbook of Basic Documents; 

Considering the definition of study groups аз given by the Executive 

Board at its eleventh session, in its report on the Organizational Study-

on the Education and Training Programme,^ which was submitted to the Sixth 
5 

World Health Asserriblyj 

Considering the opinions expressed by the Board, during its fifteenth 
6 

session, on the usefulness of study groups; 

1. BELIEVES that study groups are necessary, in addition to expert committees, 

in order to enable the Director-General to discharge his task normally^ 

2. IS OF THE. OPINION that, in principle^ the convening of a study group is 

preferable to the convening of an expert coimnittee if one or more of the 
following conditions are present： 

1

 Documents EB17/42, EB17/42 Add.l, and EB17/42 Add.l Corr.l 
2 

Resolution ШМ.14•，Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 3rd 
3 

Regulations for expert advisory panels and committees, section 
(see Handbook of Basic Documents, 6th ed.) 

“ Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. Д6, 131 
• 1 

Resolution ШЛ6-21， Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions， 3rd ed. 

6 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 61, Chapter IV, section 21, page 6Д 
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(a) the scientific or technical knowledge of the question to be 

studied is still too uncertain, and the opinions of competent 

specialists too diverse for there to Ъе a reasonable expectation of 

practical conclusions which can be immediately utilized by the 

Organizationj 

(b) the study envisaged concerns a strictly limited aspect of a 

general problem which may or may not come within the purview of an 

expert coranittee^ 

(c) the study envisaged implies the collaboration of narrowly 

specialized participants who may belong to very different disciplines 

and on whom the Organization occasionally calls without it being 

necessary, however
;
 to include them in its expert advisory panels^ 

(d) certain non-technical factors render unsuitable an expert 

committee meeting, which would be too official in characterj 

(e) urgent or exceptional circumstances call for some administrative 

procedure which will be simpler and more rapidly applicable than that 

involved in meetings of expert committees) 

3. EMPHASIZES that the meeting of study groups and expert committees 

should be, within the same field of activity, closely coir^lementary and 

should form part of the development of a co-ordinated programme j 

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate the reports of study groups 

to the Board, accompanied by any remarks that may be useful, so that the 

Board will be able to take any decision it may deem opportune with regard to 

such reports and in particular as concerns the action to be taken in connexion 

with a given recommendation or the possible publication of the report》 and 

5. AUTHORIZES the Director—General to convene any study group he may 

consider necessary, even when such stu(fy group has not been provided for in 

the corresponding programme and budget estimates, it being understood that 

he will report on any such step to the Board at its next session. 


