
UNITED NATIONS NATtONS UMIES 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

EXECUTIVE BOÍÍRD 

\ ? h JAíi, Ш " 

EB17/62… 
21 January 1956 

Seventeenth Session 
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

Provisional i:genda item 9.1 

DECISIONS OF THE TiVENTIETH SESSION OF THE 
BCONOmC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AND THE TENTH GENÜRÜL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS AFFECTING WHO'S ACTIVITIES 

1. Membership of United Nations 

On 14 December 1955, the General Assembly of the United Nations admitted 

sixteen countries to membership in the Organization: 

2 . Review of the United Nations Charter 

2.1 The Board will remember that, in Article 106, paragraph 3, the United Nations 

Charter provides for its review after ten years. The General Assembly" therefore 

considered a. proposal to call a General Conference of the Members of the United 

Nations for the purpose of reviewing the Charter. It decided that such a confor-

•ence should be held at an appropriate time and appointed a committee .consisting of 

all the Members of the United Nations to consider, in consultation with the 

Secretary-General, the question of fixing a time and place for the conference and 

its organization and procedure. The Committee is to report to the General Assembly 

at its twelfth session. The Secretary-General was requested in this connexion to 
1 

prepare a Repertory of Practice of the United Nations
1

 Organizations. 

3. Atomic Energy 

3.1 The decisions of the United Nations General Assembly relating to atomic energy 

are reported undçr items 2.3 and 2.4 of the Agenda. 
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3,2 In response to Resolution 810 (IX) of the General Assembly on intornatlonal 

co-operation in developing the peaceful uses of atomic energy^ a representative of 

WHO attended meetings of the First Committee (political and security matters) which 

considered this question. This was the first time that WHO had had occasion to 

take part in the work of this Committee• 

4. Organization and Operation of the Economic ànd Social Council 

4.1 The Economic and Social Council put into effect in 1955 the plan i^hich it 

adopted last year with a view to concentrating its work on major economic and social 

problems Л At its nineteenth session (March 1955) the Council discussed a number 

of economic questions
y
 none of which diroctly concerns WHO. The agenda of its 

twentieth session (July/August 1955) included three main items: the world economic 

situation, the world social situation and a general review of the development and 

co-ordination of the economic and social programmes of the United Nation^ and the 

specialized agencies as a whole. 

4.2 At the Council
1

 s invitation, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the 

ranking officers of the Uniteü Nations who are responsible for economic and social 

programmes and for co-ordination^ and the executive heads of the specialized agencies 

concerned or their representatives, contributed to the discussion- The Deputy 

Director-General of WHO attended the meetings at which the Council considered tho 

world social situation and the general review of programmes and co-ordination. 

4.3 In summing up the twentieth session of the Council, the Secretary-General 

observed that those meetings, which wei© among the most constructive that the 

Council had yet held, "pointed in the direction of a greater will to meet across 

the table to analyse the problems together and to find solutions" • It is 
2 

significant that the resolutions on the world social situation, and on tho general 
3 

review of international programmes_ were adopted unanimously, after formal or 

informal exchanges of views among the delegations. 

1

 Resolution 557 (XVIlO of the.Council 
2

 Resolution 585 (XX) of the Council • 
3

 Resolution 590 (XX) of the, Council 
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5. World Social Situation 

5.1 General Debate and Conclusions: The Council^ discussion of the world social 
-
 l

 1 
situation was based on the International Survey of Programmes of Social Development 
to which WHO had contributed, the Report of the Social Commission and a report on 

the definition and. measurement of standards and levels of living (see paragraph 6會2 

below). Tho Gouncil also heard the views of the executive heads of ILO, UNESCO and 

Ш0 on aspects of the world social situation which concern their agencies, Tho 

International Survey pointed out inter alia that in the past 10 years governments have 

tended to assurae ever-increasing responsibility in improving social conditions. As 

this document had only recently reached the governments, there was little substantive 

discussion on The points -vdiich received most attention were community develop-

ment and the definition and measurement of standards and levels of living. Some 

members also commented on two points raised by specialized agencies : the need for 

higher productivity^ *which can contribute to social progress and hi^ier levels of 

living, and the problems of peoples undergoing rapid transition from rural to urban 

life, 

5-2 The Council^ Resolution 585 (XX): World Social Situation, is divided into 

several sections some of ^diich refer to the work of the Council and others to that 

of the Social Gommlssion. The full text of Resolution 585 (XX) is reproduced in 

Annex A« For convenience the latter sections are considered under sub-heading 6 

below: "ork of the United Nations in the Social Field. 

5.З Section H of Resolution 585 (XX), which carries the sub-title World Social 

Situation, states in Part 工 the general conclusion drawn by the Council from its 

debate on this subject
#
 Althou^i the International Survey of Programmes of Social 

Development showed progress in inçroving social conditions, the Council recognized 

that much remains to be done and considered that the reduction of expenditure on 

armament would permit an increase in the resources available for the improvement of 

social conditions and would at the same time establish a climate favourable for tho 

expansion of international co-operation in the economic and social fields• ïhe 

Council expressed confidence that governments would continue to spare no efforts to 

1

 UN docur«3nt E/CN^5/301 Rev. 1 
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improve the social and economic conditions in their <жп countries and elsei^iere and 

would further increase these efforts when additional resources are freed by an 

agreement on disarmament• 

5.4 When the General Assembly of the United Nations considered the report of the 

Economic and Social Council, many delegations expressed satisfaction at the progress 

achieved in the social field by the Council and its commissions, and some commented 

favourably on the progress in the co-ordination of the social projects of the United 

Nations with those of the specialized agencies. The General Assembly noted that the 

Economic and Social Council had brought its treatment of social problems into better 

balance with its treatment of economic problems and it gave increasing attention to 

the inter-dependence of economic and social development,^ 

5.5 The Council
1

 s discussions of broad economic and social problems give it an 

opportunity to recognize that there cannot be progress in ttiese fields without 

progress in health, a fact which has guided Ш0
1

 s efforts and gene ral policy. These 

debates also give WHO an opportunity to inform the Council of developments in health 

which should be taken into account in formulating social policies and planning inter-

national programmes. It is therefore important that JHO should be in a position to 

provide the Council with adequate information on the health situation in the world. 

This question is discussed under 2,6 of the Agenda, 

5-6 Future Reports on social Conditions and International Action: In section H 

of Resolution 5<35 (XX)^ Parts II and III refer to the reports which the Council "will 

require for its future debates on the world social situâtion. Three reports are 

requested! 

A report on the World Social Situâtion^ to be sutmitted in 1957, This 
report is to place chief emphasis on changes since 1952 and to give special 
attention to the problems of peoples undergoing rapid transition especially 
through urbanization. In its resolution on international definition and 
measureinent of standards and levels of living (see 6*2 below) the Council 
requested that the reports on the world social situation be used to disseminate 
information on levels of living and changes therein. 

1

 UN document A/3082 
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A second survey of Prograinme s of Social Development, to be submitted in 1959 c 
This report is to place chief eirphasis on changes since 1955 and to include 
material on international measures to improve social conditions and on 
further use of comunity development as a technique for improving the levels 
of living• 

A report to the twenty-second session of the Council (1956) on the extent to 
which the priorities and programmes set forth in Council Resolution 496 (XVI) 
on the programme of concerted practical action in the social field has been 
taken into account and implemented by the United Nations and specialized 
agencies• 

5.7 The reports which the Council considers for its debate on the world social 

situation are prepared in response to requests from the United Nations General 

Assembly in its Resolution 280 (III) and by the Economic and Social Council in 

Resolutions 244 (IX) and 309 (XI), The latter resolution refers to a recommendation 

brought by the Social Commission at its sixth session concerning the desirability 

of having ал international report on social conditions "tóiich would be of practical 

value to governments and the various organs of the United Nations in planning 

activities in the social field"Л These reports are prepared by the United Nations 

with the co-operation of the specialized agencies concerned.. They form part of the 

United Nations
1

 background research basic to social policy "which is described as 

follows: "Research on the world social situation, social development and standards 

of living - broad studies intended to provide the policy-making bodies of tho 

organizations belonging to the United Nations family and governments with a perspec-

tive on the inter-relationships and relative importance of tiie problems and techniques 
2 

of action in tho different social fields 

5.8 The report on concerted practical action in the social field was requested by 

the General Assembly in Resolution 535 (VI) which "called the attention of the 

Economic and Social Council to the Preliminary Report on the World Social Situation 

and requested the' Council^ taking due account of the findings of that report and of 

the suggestions submitted by the countries diroctly concerned, to draw up a programme 

of practical action for the United Nations in the social field to be implemented in 

co-operation with the specialized agencies The report was prepared by the 

1 UN docurnont E/lé7孓 paragraph 104 
2 

UN docuroenb E/CN.5/291 Rev, 1，paragraph 41 
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United Nations in consultation with ILO, FAO, UNESCO and WHO and is designed to 

present their social programmes as a whole# The Council approved this report in 

Resolution 496 (XVI) which sets out general principles and immediate objectives for 

assistance to governments -

5-9 It will be remembered that the Council focused its attention for several years 

on priorities in the economic and social work of the United Nations Organizations 

and, in I952, adopted a list of priority programmes in these fields (Resolution 

4 5 I A (XIV)). The series of decisions quoted above gives evidence that the Council 

has shifted the emphasis of its work since 1952 toward the discussion of economic 

and social conditions and plans for practical action^ 

6. Work of the United Nations in the Social Field 

6.1 The Social Commission has two functions: to advise the Economic and Social 

Council on social questions of a general character and on measures needed for the 

co-ordination of activities in the social field^" and to direct the work of the 

United Nations in the social field- The sections of Resolution 585 (XX) which 

are discussed below refer to the recommendations of the Social Commission regarding 

the work of the United Nations » In addition, section A of this resolution takes 
note of the report of the Social Commission and section E relates to the financing 

of housing and corrmrunity programmes • 

6.2 International Definition and Measurement of Standards and Levels of Living. 

Section В of Resolution 585 (XX) refers to the report of the Committee of Experts 

on this subject who proposed, inter alia, certain "measurable components" of levels 

of living. 

6#2«1 In this resolution^ the Council: 

Commended the "measurable component approach"• 

Pointed to the immediate .need for defining such components and for 
developing statistical systems idiich would take account of them^ 

1 Terms of reference of the Social Commission: Council Resolution 2/10 (II) 
and UN document E/1678 page 26 
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Drew to the attention of governments the methods recommended by the 
oxperts for carrying out studies of levels of living and planning 
social and economic development programmes• 

Requested the Se era t ary-Ge ne ral to promote, in association with the 
specialized agencies concerned, the carrying out of family living 
surveys and to provide technical assistance in such surveys. 

6.2.2 WHO has talcen part in the work on the definition and measurement of standards 

and levels of living as follows: 

Meeting of the UN/UNESCO Committee of Experts on this subject, 1953 -
WHO was represented. 

Meetings of the United Nations Statistical Commission 1954 and Social 
Commission 1955 - WHO was represented and submitted working papers. 

WHO Expert Committee on Health Statistics
д
 1954, examined the health 

components proposed by the UN/UNESCO Committee its report was com-
municated to the Statistical and Social Commissions. 

WHO Study Group on Health Indicators, 1955, examined these health 
components； its report will be circulated to the other organizations 
concerned.

 4 

ILO Working Group of Experts on Family Living Studies, October 1955 _ 
Ш0 nominated one of the experts and was represented at the meeting, 

6#3 Cc»imunity Development: Resolution 585 (Хл) section С refers to the Secretary-

General^ report: Principles of Community Development (UN document E/CN#5/303) in 
1 

which cwmiunity development is defined as follows : “
1

 Community development
1

 implies 

the integration of two sets of forces making for human welfare
}
 neither of ^hich can 

do the job alone: (i) The opportunity and capacity for co-operation, self-help, 

ability to assimilate and adapt new ways of living that is at least latent in every 

human group
>
 and (ii) The fund of techniques and tools in every social and economic 

field, drawn from world-wide experience and now in use or available to national 

governments and agencies 

Used in a generic sense this term includes (1) physical improvements such as 
roads, housing^ irrigation^ drainage and better farming practices, (2) functional 
activities such as health, education and recreation, and (3) community action involving 
group discussion, community analyses of local needs, the setting up of committees, the 
seeking of needed technical assistance, and the sélection and training of personnel. 



EB17/62 .Л:',,; 
page 8 ..、八. 

6-3,1 In this resolution the Council: 

île commended the Secretary-General
1

 s report for the consideration of 
governments and for implementation so far as practicable by all concerned

ь 

Invited governments to furnish their comments on the principles outlined 
in the report, which will be further considered by the Social Commission 
in 1957. 

Requested the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the specialized 
agencies and， as appropriate, with üie regional economic commissions 
(a) to continue to assist governments in community development projects 
(b) to encourage and assist regional co-operation in this field and 
(c) to give attention to several questions including the role which 
the various technical services play in balanced community development. 

6.3-2 The co-operative activities of the international organizations in this 

general field include the United Nations programme of community development
 >
 UNESCO

1

s 

fundamental education programme and work of ILO and FAO relating to со-operatives， 

agricultural extension and home economics- WHO has stated that health demonstration 

areas and some aspects of environmental sanitation and of education and training 

are related to comirmnity development
 e
 This work is co-ordinated throu^i a technical 

working group of the ACC. At its third meeting, in 1956， the technical working 

group will attempt to clarify and re-define as necessary, on the basis of recent• 

experience, the concept of community development and related concepts such as 

fundamental education and agricultural extension* 

6^3*3 The main WHO projects related to community development, in which other 

organizations are taking part， are the following: 

Calyub health demonstration area, Egypt (participation by UN and FAO, 
liaison with UNESCO through the Arab States Fundamental Education Centre). 

Leyte schistosomiasis project, the Philippines: this is being used as 
an approach to community development• 

Work undertaken and planned by tiia United Nations under its community 

development programme，with i«hich WHO is associated, is as follows: 

Field surveys of community developmont : in 1952 and 1953 the United 
Nations organized，, with the có-operation of specialized agencies, three 
field surveys} WHO consultants took part in two of them, "WHO has 
appointed a member of a similar survey mission to Africa "tóiich is to 
take place early in 1956о 
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Conferences and study- tours of government officials. In 1954 the 
Unit G d Nations organized an international conference on comunity develop-
ment in IIanila^ WHO and other specialized agencies were represented-
It organized a study tour of community development in the Eastern 
Mediterranean in September 1955, WHO was consulted but the time 
allowed for the preparation of the study tour was too short to enable 
this Organization to take part. 

Village development programme, Indiaл the South-East Asia Regional 
Office maintains liaison with the United Nations concerning UN assis-
tance to this programme. 

6«3»5 UNESCO fundamental education projects in which WHO is co-operating ares 

Arab States Fundamental Education Centre, Egypt: three WHO coxisultaivbs 
are working as staff members of the Centre* 

Fundamental Education Centre for Latin America, Mexico： the Regional 
Office for the Americas maintains liaison with this Centre • 

Appraisal of fundamental education training centres: (between October 
1955 and February 1956). This comprises "workshop" meetings at the 
two centres and an appraisal mission, WHO is taking part in both 
activities « 

National fundamental education projects in Ceylon and Thailand. 

6.4 Training of Welfare Personnel: Section D of Resolution 585 (XX) refers to 

the Secretary-General
1

 s report on training of social welfare personnel (UN document 

E/CM,5/304)• 

6H嶋 1 lit this resolution the Council: 

Confirmed the value of training and using not only professional social 
workers but also in certain cases local multi-purpose and auxiliary 
workers, 

Recor.imended to Member States a review of the extent to which the principles 
and recoraniendations of the Social Commission relating to social work 
education and in-service training have been implemented in their countries¿ 
also studies of training needs and activities and the improvement of 
training facilities• 

Requested the Secretary-General to continue consultation with the 
specialized agencies concerned in the examination of conmon problems 
encountered in training auxiliary and community workers: also to con-
tinue the United Nations activities relating to social welfare training^ 
giving priority to assistance to governments. 
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6,4-2 . Since 1954, the training of auxiliary and community workers has been included 

in the scope of the ACC working group on community development. Work undertaken and 

planned on this subject is as followrs2 

The United Nations with the co-operation of the specialized agencies 
organized three seminars of. regional experts on this subject in 1952-1953• 
WHO was represented at the seminars and was consulted concerning partici-
pants qualified in health. Some of the information on training given in 
the Secretary-General

1

s report on Principles of Community Development was 
derived from the reports of these seminars• 

In I954 an ACC working group formulated tentative conclusions concerning 
the training of auxiliary and community workers• These conclusions were 
examined by the WHO Expert Committee on Auxiliary Health Personnel in 
October 1955• The report of this Committee will be communicated to the 
other, interested organizations. 

6.5 Maintenance of Family Levels o^ Living; Section F of resolution 585 (XX) 

refers to a proposal made by the Social Commission at its Tenth session (May 1955) 

concerning the formulation of recашшndations far a co-ordinated policy regarding 

family living levels^ particularly in the application of broad programmes of social 

security, social assistance and related social services for family and child welfare• 

In this resolution, the Council: 

Invited the ILO and other specialized agencies concerned to co-operate 
with the United Nations in a joint study of these problems； 

Authorized the Secretary一General to study these prpblems and to convene 
jointly with ILO and in co-operation with other specialized agencies an 
expert working group to assist in the examination of the technical 
problems involved. 

Invited the Social Commission, ILO and other specialized agencies to 
examine the report of the working group and requested the Secretary-
General to report their views and his own to the Council in 1958• 

6磺5.2 The work to be carried out under this resolution will include the convening 

of the UN/ILO Expert Working Group, at which /JHO will be represented^ and the 

preparation of comments on its report• 

6
#
6 Advisory Social Welfare Services of the United Nations； In Resolution 585 (XX) 

Section G, the Council recommended a significant increase in the budget allocations 
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to the advisory social welfare services of the United Nations. The General Assembly 

subsequently approved an increase of about 30 per cent-, bringing the total 

allocations for these services to approximately one million dollars a year. 

6«6»1 Organizational changes made by the Secretary-General with the approval of 

the Economic and Social Council have tended to link the advisory social welfare 

services more closely to the work of the UN Regional Economic Commissions and to 

alternate social welfare staff between field and headquarters assignments• 

6.6#2 These decisions may be expected to increase the work of the United Nations 

Bureau of Social Affairs with which WHO co-operates and to bring the regional offices 

of WHO into closor contact with this work. 

6.7 It will be noted that these resolutions (with the exception of section G on 

Advisory Social Welfare Services) call upon the United Nations, with the co-operation 

of the specialized agencies, to collect information on specific problems and to pre-

pare reports for consideration by the Social Commission# The collection of informa-

tion involves the analysis of data supplied by governments, the convening of export 

groups and in some cases field surveys or regional meetings. The United Nations 

consults the specialized agencies concerning the plans for this work through the 

ad hoc meetings on international social programmes held under the auspices of the 

ACC and through technical working groups of the ACC. It also circulates its 

reports on this work for comment by the specialized agencies before submitting them 

to the Social Commission. 

6_8 In its resolutions the Council calls the attention of governments to the 

re comme ndati ons made by the Social Commission on these matters and authorizes the 

Secretary-General to provide assistance to governments in the relevant programmes. 

In addition the Secretary一General
1

s reports are generally issued as United Nations 

technical documents and receive fairly wide distribution in the governmental 

departments concerned. Thus these reports not only form the basis for UN assistance 

to governments but may be used by the countries in planning national activities and 

making requests for technical assistance. 

1

 Resolution 557 A (XVII]) of the Council 
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6-9 Although WHO does not initiate these projects, it has an obligation to co-

operate in thom
#
 In so doing it assumes technical responsibility for their health 

aspects. As noted above ̂  WHO has opportunity at all stages of the work to make 

known to the United Nations the views expressed in the World Health Assembly and the 

experience gained in health activities• As is normal, the representatives of the 

different technical disciplines who are associated with this work somstiines hold 

differing views about principles and methods^ The inter-agency consultations 

through AC С are designed to achieve balance among these views and to enable all to 

contribute to the corranon aim. It would be of great value to the Director-General 

in all the activities relating to these projects if he might have the comments of 

the Board on thG technical points at issue* 

7. General Review of International Programmes 

7-1 The annual report of WHO and those of other specialized agencies were considered 
by the Council at its twentieth session not as separate items, but as part of the 

general review of the development and co-ordination of "the economic, social and h\iman 
ri^its programmes and activities of the United Nations and the specialized agencies 

as a whole- The Council also considered under this item the reports of its subordinate 

bodies у including tiie Social Commis s ion ̂ and the eighteenth report of the Administra-

tive Committeo on Co-ordination.
1 

7-2 After a plenaiy session in which the Secretary*-General made an introductory 

statement on the general review, the Council referred this item to its Co-ordination 

Goiranittee, which was re-established for the first time since 1952- In an atteint 

to catch the real substance of the work done by the various organizations and its 

implications^ the Conraittee called on the representatives of the Secretary-General 

and the heads of specialized agencies to clariiy a number of practical points that 

applied to several organizations- These points are recalled in the Council
1

 s 

resolution 590 (XX) which is reproduced below» 

1 UN document E/2728, AS this report was communicated to the Eighth World 
Health Assembly in document AS/P&B/ll, it is not reproduced in this document. 
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7.3 The Council was aware that the general review had perhaps not given enough 

opportunity for the specialized agencies to report on their operations and for the 

Council to review them in relation to its own work. It invited, the comments of 

the agencies on the procedures adopted for the general review, and the Administrative 

Committee on Co-ordination is considering this matter# In view of the interest 

irtiich members of the Council expressed in the work of the specialized agencies, 

©specially in the debate on the world social situation^ it is expected that the 

reports of the agencies will be discussed more fully during the general review in 

future years. 

7-4 Resolution 590 (XX) of the Council, general review of the development and co-
ordination of the ecpnomic, social and human rights pro gr amine s and activities of the 

United Nations and the specialized agencies as a. whole, is as follows: 

ТНЦ ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL, 

I . • , . • 

RECALLING its cq-ordinating functions under Article 58‘and 63 of 
the United Nations Charter. 

HAVING EXAMINED the statement by the Secretary^General entitled 
"General Review of the Development and Co-ordination of the Economic, 
Social and Human Rights Programmes and； Activities of the United Nations 
and' the Specialized Agencies as a W h o l e a n d the annual reports of the 
specialized agencies,

2 

• J “ , 

HAVING FURTHER EXAMINED the suvonbeerrbh and .eighteenth reports of 
the Administrative Cc»amittее on Co-ordination,3 

1 
Official Records of the Economic ajad Social Council，Twentieth Session、 

Annexes, agenda item 4，document E/2769 
2 

The report of WHO consisted of the following documents : The Work of WHO 
1954, Annual Report of the Diréctor-General to the World Health Assembly and. to 
the United： Nat ions î Official Recorda of the World Health Organization No. 59, 
Geneva, March 1955 (E2724) and Supplementary Report: Notes on the Report of the 
World Health Organization for 1954, June 1955 (E/2724/Add.l). The reports of the 
other specialized agencies were also considered by the Council under this item. 

3 ^ 
Official Records.of the Economic and Social Councilj Twentieth Session, 

Annexes, agenda item A , documents E/2659 and Gorr.l, E/2728 and Corr.l 
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CONSIDERING that close co-ordination in ihe work of the United 
Nations and the specialized agencies is indispensable in order to achieve 
the maximum beneilt from their limited resources, 

1. TAKES NOTE of the above-mentioned reports,
1 

2. NOTES with appreciation the efforts of the Administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination, under the chainnanship of the Secretary-
General, to foster greater co-ordination of the programmes and operations 
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies； 

3. REAFFIRMS: 

(a) The need for continuing concentration of 
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies 
the most effective use of available resources and, 
curtailment of less important activities； 

(b) As an overall objective the economic and social development 
of under-developed areas> 

4. STRESSES, in t he interest of co-ordination and co-operative 
action, the importance of early and close consultation among the United 
Nations and the specialized agencies in the advance planning of pro-
grammes of interest to more than one of these bodies, and. INVITES the 
со-ope ration of the specialized agencies to this end； 

5. REQUESTS the Secretary—Général to consider, with the Adminis— 
trative Committee on Co-ordination, the various questions raised and 
suggestions made in the course of tiie Council

1

з discussions and to 
prepare, for the twenty-second session of the Council, a report with 
particular reference to any methods used and any consultations held 
relating to the advance planning of programmes and projects; 

6. CONSIDERS that the appropriate bodies of the United Nations 
and of the specialized agencies should review from time to time their 
publications and studies and the use made of them, in order to determine 
the extent to írfiich they are of specific and continuing value； 

7. INVITES the Secretary-General, the subsidiary bodies of the 
. Council, and tiie specialized agencies to bear in mfnd that certain 

activities might better be undertaken by such bodies as universities, 
national, -private or public institutions, or non-governmental organizations; 

X 
Soocific actioa wa$ taken by the Council on the reports of -Ыае International 

Bank for .Rdoonstructión and Defelopmdnt -(E/2668, E/2-668/rtdü,lj and of'"Wiu Inter-
national Monetary Fund (¿/2661, E/266l/Add.l) at the nineteenth session. See 
resolutions 561 (XIX) and 562 (ХИ) 

effort on the part 
in order to ensure 
accordingly, the 
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8. EXPRESSES the belief that in the interest of better preparation 
and adequate representation, efforts should be madô by the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies to reduce further the number, the frequency, 
and, if possible, the length of conferences and meetings3 

9 . TRANSMITS this resolution, together with the records of the 
discussion in the Counçil.l to the specialized agencies for their con-

•• . . . . • , • . 

sideration and appropriate action; 

10. DRAWS the attention of the subsidiary bodies of the Council 
to the terms of this resolution^ 

II 

CONSIDERING that co-ordination at the national level in relation 
to international organizations operating in the economic and social 
fields is of paramount importance to the co-ordination of the efforts 
of these organizations, 

RECALLING resolution 125 (II) of the General Assembly which inter 
alia "Calls upon Members to take measures bo ensure on the national level 
a co-ordinated policy of their delegations to the United Nations and to 
the different specialized agencies in order that full co-operation may be 
achieved between the Organization and the specialized agencies • • 

DRAWS THE ATTENTION of all Governments to the desirability of 
taking, further steps to ensure such co-ordination. 

7#5 Even more than the debate on the world social situation, the general review 

of programmes and co-ordination gave evidence that the members of the Council now 

accept the principle of concerted action by the United Nations and the specialized 

agencies in the social field. As is noted above, paragraph 5丄，the Council had 

already requested in resolution 585 (XX) a report in 1956 on the implementation of 

the Programme of Concerted Practical Action in the Social Field. In the general 

review, members of the Council emphasized particularly the importance of early and 

close consultation among the United Nations and the specialized agencies in tho 

advance planning of programmes. The Council requested that particular atteivbion be 

given to this subject in the report which the Secretary-General is to submit to 

the twenty-second session. 

1 
See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Twentieth Session 

878th to 882nd and 893rd meetings and E/AC,24/SR.134 to 138.“ 
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7 . 6 There was no dissent from the view expressed in plenary meeting that the work 

of the Co-ordination Committee should be an outstanding feature of the summer session, 
enabling the Council to review the whole machinery of the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies and to gauge its efficiency. It was also held that the general 

review should lead to a full and "uninhibited" exchange of views among the members 

of the Council, the S ее retary-General of the United Nations or his representatives 

and the heads of the specialized agencies， during which the heads of agencies would 

be expected to bring to the attention of the Council points which they would like 

governments to consider. 

8. Other social programmes 

8.1 Human rights. The General Assembly continued in 1955 its consideration of the 

Draft International Covenants on Human Rights and decided to place this item again 
: , 1 

on the agenda of its 1956 session. It has not yet considered the article on the 

right to health, which was drafted in consultation with WHO. 

8.2 The General Assembly authorized this year a small programme of advisory 

services to governments in human, rights which will be undertaken by the United 

Nations with the co-operation of the specialized agencies, where appropriate, and 
2 

without duplication of their existing activities. 

8.3 Social development in trust and non^self-governing territories. The 

Trusteeship Council has emiAasized at recent sessions the need for WHO to give it 

more assistance in its consideration of health conditions in trust territories. 

To meet this growing demand a consultant was engaged in 195杯 to prepare the first 

general study which WHO has made of the health conditions in these territories. This 

study was presented to the Trusteesiiip Council in August 195^• In 1955, the regional 

offices co-operated in preparing comments on the health sections of the reports 

submitted to the Council by the administering authorities of six territories. WHO 

was represented at the fifteenth session of the Council whei?e these reports were 

considered. 

1

 UN document A/3077 p 
Resolution 92б (X) of the General Assembly 



EB17/62 
page 1б 

8.4 In its report
1

 to the General Assembly, the Council noted the observations of 

WHO and called them to the attention of the administering authorities. The General 

Assembly noted the report of the Council in resolution 9斗8 (X). 

8 . 5 In resolution (IV) the General Assembly requested the Committee on 

Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories to pay particular attention to one 

functional field each year and invited the specialized agencies to co-operate in the 

study of the problems considered by the Committee. In 1955, the Committee gave 

particular attention to social conditions in non-self-governing territories and sub-
2 

mitted a report on them to the General Assembly, In this connexion, WHO prepared 

reports for the Committee on (1) environmental sanitation and its importance in the 
i ' . 

rton-self-governing territories, (2) nutrition and its relation to health, and 

.(j) the principal communicable diseases in these territories, A representative of 

WHO took part in the Committee's discussion of these reports. 

8.6 The Committee on Non-Self-Governing Territories also noted the reports of 

the Secretary-General on Offers of Study and Training Facilities under General 

Assembly Resolution 845 (IX) and orl Principles of Community Development. 

8.7 In resolution 929 (X)j Information on Social Conditions in Non-Self-Governing 

Territories, the General Assembly expressed satisfaction at the increasing 

co-operation between members of the United Nations administering* non-self-governing 

territories and the international bodies concerned, and requested the specialized 

agencies and other bodies to take full account of the views expressed by the 

Committee in its report. In resolution 951 (X): Offers of Study and Training 

Facilities under General Assembly Resolution 845 (IX), the Assembly requested further 

reports on the offers made and the use made of them. In resolution 8)0、.（X): 

Community Development in Non-Self-Governing Territories, the General Assembly invited 

UN document A/2933 
à 

Ш document A/2908 Part 工工 

) U N document A/2957 4

 UN document E/CN.5/30? 
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the administering authorities to include in their reports information as complete 

and up to date as possible on programmes and progress in the field of community 

development. It also approved the relevant amendment to the standard form. The 

Director-General plans to co-operate with the United Nations in analysing the 

health aspects of reports submitted under this resolution, 

9• Economic development of under-developed countries 

9.1 International Finance Corporation. The Articles of Agreement for the 

establishment of the International Finance Corporation, which had been drafted by 

the International Bank in pursuance of Resolution 823 (IX) of the General Assembly, 

were approved in 1955 by the governing bodies of the Bank and the Fund. The General 
1 

Assembly noted the report of the Economic and Social Council on this point and, 

at the end of its tenth session was informed that the number of states which had 

ratified the Articles of Agreement was sufficient to ensure the establishment of 

the Corporation. The Corporation is designed to facilitate the setting up and 

expansion of productive private enterprise in under-developed countries by the 

investment of capital without the necessity for governmental guarantee. 

9.2 Special United Nations Fund for Economic Development. At its tenth session, 

the General Assembly established a Committee to examine the comments of governments 

on the recommendations with respect to the establishment and operation of the 
2 、 

proposed Special United Nations Fund for Economic Development (SUNPED)。 The 

Committee is to make an interim report to the Economic and Social Council on this 

subject in 1956 and a final report in 1957• Its report will not commit any 

government.' 

9-5 Resolution WHA8.21: Special Fund for improving National Health Services was 

communicated to the General Assembly in connexion with its debate on SUNPED, It 

may be noted that the General Assembly also received in this connexion a resolution 

• Resolution 922 (X) of the General Assembly, 
2 
Resolution 923 (X) of the General Assembly, This resolution is reproduced 

in Annex B, 
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adopted by the ei^ith session of the conference of the Pood and Agriculture 

Organization, in which the conference urged that SUNPED or a similar institution 

might soon be established and that in view of the importance of agricultural 

development PAÇ^ should be closely associated with its work. 

9.4 Decisions of the General Assembly on the Economic and Social Council 

relating to the expanded programme of technical assistance for economic deveXopment 

are reported under item 4.1 of the agenda. 

10. Drugs liable to produce addiction 

10.1 The Economio and Social Council considered at its twentieth seseion the 

tenth report of the Commission on narcotic drugs and adopted resolution 588 (XX) 

on international control of narcotic drugs. Several sections of this resolution 

refer to the work of WHO, or to matters with which WHO is concerned. 

10.2 The problem of synthetic drugs. Section D of this resolution relates to 

the proposal of the Gommittee on Narcotic Drugs that the Council should reeoiraend 

to governments "to prohibit the production and use of such synthetic drugs a s they 

do not consider indispensable to public health". The Council decided "to take no 

action on that proposal pending consideration by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

of the study now being prepared by WHO of the relative addictive properties and 

therapeutic advantages of synthetic narcotics and natural narcotics". The study 

referred to is the fourth in a series of studies which the Council requested WHO 

to undertake in its resolution 505 (XVI). Two studies have been completed, the 

third will go to press shortly and jthe fourth is being prepared in consultation 

with the Narcotics Division of the United Nations. 

IO.? Abuse of drugs (drug addiction). In Section E of resolution 588 (XX), the 

Conncil expressed its appreciation of the assistance given by the World Health 

Organization and requested that Organization to prepare (a) an up-to-date study 

on appropriate methods for treating drug addicts； (b) information on methods arid 

precautions which could assist the medical profession in prescribing narcotic drugs
Ф 

1

 yN document A/C.2/188 
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The Council made recommendations to governments concerning the submission of 

statistics and the collection of Information on the extent and character of drug 

addiction in their countries. 

10.4 It also recommended that governments take appropriate measures to warn
 e 

members of the medical and related professions, when appropriate, of the special 

dangers to public health that might be caused by any new narcotic drug placed on the 
market, and to invite them to study the desirability and possibility of prohibiting 

the production and use of such synthetic narcotic drugs as they do not consider 

indispensable to public health, 

10.5 In response to the first request of the Council the Director-General has 

included in the Proposed Programme and Budget Estimates for 1957 & proposal to 

convene a study group on methods of treating drug addicts. 

10.6 The problem of Catnnabis. In Section С of resolution 588 (XX), the Council 

noted the report by FAO on the possibility of developing strains of the plant 

Cannabis sativa L. devoid of harmful resin or of replacing it by other crops serving 

similar industrtal purposes, The Council urged governments to support reseai^oh on 

this subject and invited РАО in co-operation with the United Nations to act as a 

co-ordinating agency for this research• It may be noted that WHO brought the 

problem of Cannabis to the attention of the Council following a recommendation by 

the Expert Committee ôn Drugs Liable to Produce Addiction, 

10•7 In addition to these activities, WHO is represented at the meetings of the 

United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the Permanent Central Opium Board and 

the Drug Supervisory Body, in order to provide technical information W W c h they 

require• 
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INTERNATIONAL DEFINITION AND MEASUREMENT OF STANDARDS 
AND LEVELS OF LIVING ‘ 

The Economic and Social Council, 
( 2 ) 

Having considered the recommendations of the Social Commissien and the p r e - . 
(3) 

liminary recommendations of the Statistical Commission ' on the Report on Inter-

national Definition and Measurement of Standards and Levels of Ljylng、 , as well 

as the opinions expressed in these С ommi s s i ons- ̂ regardi ng the report, 

: 

(1) Official Records of the Economic and Social Coimcil, Twentieth Session, 
Supplement No. 9 (E/2758). 

(2) Ibid., para. 32. 

(3) Ibid., Supplément No. 5(E/2569), para. 83. 

(4) E/ON.3/179-E/CN.5/299. United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1954.IV.5. 
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Noting that the Statistical Commission is to examine the report further at its 

next session, 

1. Expresses appreciation of the report as having made a significant 

contribution to research and to the utilization of research materials in the 

(5) 

social field, and notes the views expressed by the Secretary-General with 

regard thereto; 

2. Considers the measurable component approach summarized in paragraph 199 

of the report to be a useful basis for future action with the ultimate aim of 

enabling international coaparisons to be madej 

3. Regards the immediate need аэ one of choosing components "which are capable 

of measurable analysis arid viiose significance has won international recognition, 

«id of initiating or developing, above all in under-developed countries,'statis-

tical systems which will take account of such componente ^nd enable accurate 

measurements of ehanges in levels of living over years to be made on a comparable 

basis; 

U. Draws the attention of States Members of the United Nations to the methods 

recommended for this purpose by the Committee of Experts in carrying out studies 

of levels of living and planning social and economic development prograiimes, 

giving special attention to agricultural and industrial workers; 

5# Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To promote, in association vdth the specialized agencies concerned, the 

carrying out of family living surveys and provide technical assistance, on 

request, to enable governments to conduct such surveys; 

(b) To continue his close co-operation vdth the International Labour 

Organisation in connexion with the proposed working group of e v e r t s⑷ on the 

objectives, scope and methodology of family living studies; 

(c) To pursue, in association vdth the International Labour Organisation, the 

examination of the concepts, definitions and techniques required in the 

measurement of under-employment and irregular employment; 

(5) iS/CN.5/302, paras. 1 to 9. 

(6) Ibid., para. 3. 
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6, Draws the attention of the Secretary-General, the specialized agencies 
.• •• • • 

concerned and governmental and non-governmental organizations to the need of 

further work on development of components and of additional indicators for 

measurement of non-raaterial and other social and technical aspects of levels of 

livingj 
• • 

7# Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To contimie to provide over-all planning and co-ordination in carrying 

forward work on levels of living through arrangements >diich vdll ensure the 

maximum participation of interested specialized agencies; 

(b) To present at future sessions of the Social Commission, the Statistical 

Commission and the Council a progress report on work done with a view to the 

development of measur挪ent of levels of living, as well as further measures 

which need to be taken; 

(o) To utilize the reports on the world social situation and the United 

Nations statistical reports and related studies to disseminate information on 

levels of living and changes therein. 

Resolution adopted, at the 
863rd plenary meeting, 
23 July 1 9 9 5 . — — 

С 

PRINGIPL3S OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

The Economic and Social Council, 
• • I • •• 11 , 

Recalling its resolution 496 (XVI)， ： 

Considering that Governments have a vital role to play in achieving economic 

and social progress and that such progress can be accelerated, especially in 

areas viiich are less developed economically if the latent abilities and energies 

of the people are utilized in self-help activities for the improvement of their 

communities, * 
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 ífaving considered the report of the Secretary-General on "Principles of 

•• (7) 
community development'

1

 and the views and recommendations of the Social 

Commission。）and the specialized agencies。）thereonj 

Recommends for the consideration of States Members of the United Nations 

and for implementation as far as practicable by all concerned, the report and the 

principles tentatively outlined therein; 

2. Invitee Member States to furnish their observations on these principles to 

enable the Secretary-General to consider how far they need to be supplemented or 

modified in the light of the observations received, with a view to further 

consideration of the matter at the next session of the Social Commission; 

3 . Calls the attention of Member States to the technical assistance available 

through the United Nations, the specialized agencies, governmental and non-

governmental organizations; 

4» Urges Manber States to continue to make available information on their 

experience in community development to the United Nations and the specialized 

agencies and to provide suitable fonns of assistance to other countries; 

5. Requests the Secretary-GenerrJL: 

(a) In co-operation with the specialized agencies and, as appropriate, vdth 

the regional.economic commissions, to continue to assist Governments, 

especially of the under-developed countries, in developing and carrying out 

projects in this field through technical assistance arid study activities; 

(b) In association \dth the specialized agencies, to encourage and assist 

in regional co-operation in this field, including/ as appropriate.，the 

organization and development of regional exchange centres for technical 

information, training courses, sariinars and study toursj 

(c) To give special attention, in association vdth the specialized agencies 

concerned: 

( 7 ) E / C N . 5 / 3 0 3 . 

(8) Official Records of the ¿conomic and Social Council, Twentieth Session, 
Supplonent No. 9 (E/2758), para» 4V. 

(9) E/CN
#
5/303/Add.l and iS/CN.5/SR.230

e 
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(i) To the role of the government and the role of the population in 

planning and implementing programes of community development; 

(ii) To the assistance vdiich different forms of co-operative action can 

give to community developraentj 

(iii) To the development of new methods and techniques relating to improv^nent 

in living conditions in local communitiesj 

(iv) To identifying and defining the role which the various professional and 

technical services or disciplines play in balanced community development; 

(v) To the study of methods of évaluation; 

(vl) To the study to be undertaken by the Economic Commission for Asia and 

the Far Sast on the analysis of the actual and potential contribution to 

capital formation and to economic developmont generally of community 

development and other similar measures of co-operation, and to promote similar 

studies in other regions; 

6. Requests the Technical Assistance Board to give sympathetic consideration 

to projects of regional co-operation in the field of community development• 

Resolution adopted at 七he 
«•«••••ВОТММЧАА̂МНАМММАВАМПЯТММПАМВ̂ММММАММЯМАААМЯВМААММ» 

ee3rd plenary meeting. 
23 July 1955. 

D 

TRAINING OF WSLFARE PERSONNEL 

The Economic and Social Council. 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on Training of Welfare 

Personnel (I。) and the recommendations of the Social Commis sion^^"^ on this subject, 

Having regard to the urgent need in many countries of a rapid increase in 

trained personnel chosen for their individual sympathies and qualifications and 

their ability to understand the outlook and requirements of the persons with vAjom 

they are to work, 

(10) E/CN.5/304, United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1955.IV.9. 

(11) Official Records of the Economic and Social Council. Twentieth Session. 
Supplement No. 9 (¿/275в), para. 62. … 



l^tiliS^^Wie^iiicreaaed^Jjatepest^of^Member Statas concerned to ensure better 

^mfithods of selection and training progrturnes for social workers and the efforts 

now being made for this purpose, 

1. Confirms the necessity of stressing the value not only of the training 

and use of professional social workers but riso of training and using local 

multi-purpose and auxiliary workers in certain cases; 

2. Recommends to Member States that the appropriate governmental and non-

governmental agencies consider the feasibility of undertaking: 

(a) A review of the. extent to which the principles and recommendations of the 

Social Commission relating to the social "work education and in-service training 

have- been implemented in their countries; 

(b) A study of the personnel requirements in their courvtry, the skills needed 

for the various types of social \югк
}
 and the training programmes and training 

materials required for professional and auxiliary social v/orkers; 

(c) A further extension and improvement of training facilities and training 

programes at different educational levels with particular attention to 

problems and techniques of community development, as well as to problems of 

adequate financing of training facilities and programmes; 

3# Requests the Secretary-General: • 

(a) To continue consultation with the specic-îlized agencies concerned regarding 

the examination of common problons encountered in training auxiliary and 

community viorkers; 

To continue to give priority to assisting Governments in their training 

programmes in the fields of social welfare
д
 including the collection, 

preparation, translation and exchange of suitable training materials for both 

.professional and auxiliary workers; 

(c) To provide material, with special reference to regional requirOTents, to 

assist Governments and all concerned in the development of training programes 

at all levelsj " , 

(d) To promote regional acinars ^nd conferences for the development of the 
* • • . 

content and techniques of training of social wDrker# at all levels j 

(e) To focus attention on selected problems of social viork training in thd 

preparation of the next survey on social welfare training • 

Resolution adopted at the 
, •• НИ — — • M •• I •• • Ï^—JU—»— 

Se3rd plenary meeting. 
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FIN“JiCING OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY PñOGIL^ES 

The ¿conomic and Social Council, 

Taking into account General Assembly resolution 537 (VI) and Council 

resolutions 434 I (XIV) and 496 (XVI) ,as well as the resolution on financing of 

housing and community development adopted by the Social Coranission at its eighth 
. (12). 

session, 

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution 537 (VI), requested the 

Council to give urgent attention, inter alia, to assistance to Governments in 

developing practical methods of financing housing programmes from domestic or 

external sources, 

Having noted the growing interest of Governments in the problems of financing 

of housing and community improvement programes and in the adoption in this 

connexion of national policies and special measures including the establishment 

of housing agencies and financial institutions, 

Considering farther that certain methods of financing successfully used in the 

housing and community improvement field, including self and mutual help and 

co-o.peratives^ could prove applicable in the financing of other social development 

programmes, 

1« Reaffirms its belief in the significant role that programmed of housing 

can play in economic and social development and Л so in opening avenues of 

�ployment in different countriesj 

2. Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To study and assemble in collaboration with appropriate agencies infomat ion 

on the feasibility of financing housing programmes from external sources, for 

example by means of mortgage, and to include such information in the report 

prepared in compliance with General assembly resolution 824 (IX) on the 

international flow of private capital; 

(12) Official Records of the Economic and Social Council> Fourteenth Session« 
Supplement Uo. 9 (S/2247), рагг> 113• 
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(b) To convene, at the request of interested Governments, as part of 

technical assistance activities and in co-operation "with regional economic 

commissions viiere they exist, the specialized agencies, and the inter-

governmental and non-governmental organizations concerned, regional meetings 

of experts in order: 

(i) To consider the problems and practical methods of financing housing 

and community improvenent programmes, especially for persons in low-income 

groups; 

(ii) To prepare material describing (l) existing possibilities and 

appropriate sources for the financing of housing and community improvement 

programmes, as part of economic and social development in general, and 

(2) special methods designed to bridge the gap between the cost of, and the 

ability of low-income families to pay for, adequate housing; 

(c) To review, in co-operation ivith regional economic connaissions víhere 

they exist, developments in the field of financing of housing and community 

improvement; 

(d) To report to the Social Commission and to the Council the results of 

the action taken under paragraphs (a) to (c) above; 

3» Urges the Technical Assistance Board to give sympathetic consideration 

to assistance ia organizing the regional meetings of experts as well as to 

requests by Governments for technical assistance in the field of housing and 

community improvement • 

Resolution adopted at the 
083rd plenary meeting, 
23 July 1955.— 

F . 

M^INTSN^NCiS OF FhMILY LEVELS OF LIVING 

The Sconomic and Social Council• 

Having regard to the urgency in many countries of considering policies and 

practical methods of adrrtinistering broad measures to maintain and improve family 

levels of living, 
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Having considered the proposals by the Secretary-General in the progress 
(13) 

report and work programme for 1955-1957 and the recommendations of the 

Social Commission relevant to the formulation of recommendations for a 

co-ordinated policy regarding family levels of living, particularly in the 

application of broad programmes of social security^ social assistance and 

related social services for family and child welfare,(认） 

l
f
 Invites the International Labour Organisation and other specialized 

agencies concerned to co-operate vdth the United Nations in a joint study of 

these problems; 

2. Authorizes the Secretary-General: 

(a) To continue the study of these matters jointly vdth the Director-General 

of the International Labour Office and with the other specialized agencies 

concerned; 

(b) To convene, in joint sponsorship with the International Labour Office 

and in co-operation with the other specialized agencies concerned, a Working 

Group composed of experts highly qualified in those fields and, at the same 

time, representative of countries at varying stages of economic development 

and with varying social structure, to assist in the examination of the 

technical problems involved; 

3書 Invites the Social Comission, the International Labour Organisation and 

the other specialized agencies concerned to examine the report of the Working 

Group; 

4# Requests the Secretary-General, after the Social Commission has considered 

the report of the Working Group and the observations of the interested 

specialized agencies^ to submit to the Council, at its twenty-fourth session^ the 

Report of the Working Group, together vdth a report including the views expressed 

thereon by the Social Commission and the specialized agencies concerned, and hia 

own observations, 
•, i . • 

Resolution adopted at the 
• 083rd plenary meeting. 

23 July 1955. 

(13), ^/CN.5/308, paras. 223 and 2 2 4 . . 

(1/f) Official Records of the 5conomio and Social Council. Twentieth Session. 
Supplement No. 9 (Е/275в), para. 129. 
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Ч G 

.JJVISOaY SOCIAL MSLFARE SSRVICÜS 

Ths Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 41Ô (V) on advisory social welfare 

services, and Council resolution 222 (IX) on the Expanded Prograinrne of Technical 

Assistance, 
... ••• •* 

Having noted the views and recommendations of the Social Commission on the 

programme of advisory social welfare services, 

Noting that the present allocation of resources in th^ United Nations budget 

for advisor social welfare services does not, in many cases, permit the 

Secretary-General to meet valid requests by Governments in the fields covered 

by the terms of resolution 418 (V), . * t . \ 
1. Reiterates that, with a view to raising the level of living of populations 
• . • , R- .

 1
 • • 

generally, measures of a social nature should accompany those more directly 
...‘，.. *• ； • * • ... 

aimed at economic development, and that programmes of social development should 

include measures aimed at creating social conditions favourable to economic 

development and at preventing disruptive social effects of accelerated economic 
華 

gro-wthj 

2. Approves the emphasis laid by* the Secretary-General, in his proposals for 

the organization and the \ork of the Secretariat in the economic and social 

fields, on increased direct assistance to Governments in the social welfare field 

and in the social aspects of economic developmentj 

3t Recommends that the General Assembly provide for a significant increase
9 

vâthin the present level of the United Nations budget, in allocations for the 
« • • - ' programe of advisory social welfare services for 1956 and following years, 

Resolution adopted at the 
883rd plenary meeting, 
23 July 1955. 

(15) Official Records of the Sconomic and Social Council. Twentieth Session. 
Supplement No. 9 (a/2758), para. 109. • 
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H 

WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION 

îhe Дорпот̂с and Social Council, 

I 

Taking into account the fact that under Article 55 of the Charter the United 

Nations is bound to promote higher standards of living, full employment, and 

economic and social progress and development, 

Bearing in mind in this connexion that the International Survey of Programmes 
m»^- «*> A- m «> .лг < I» • _ I丨•‘ • 41 Ч •^вл^тт^тт^т^ттт^^тштттвт/фттЁ^я^^^.Лтттлл^шт^ттттЁ^^шлтл^лштт / ПС \ 

of Social Devalopmeiit, 'whilst showing the progress made in developing measures 

to improve social conditions, non© the less demonstrates that much remains to be 

done to improve the lot of wide sections of the world*s population, 

Recognising the universal desire, for an agreement on internationally supervised 

world-wide disarmament, 

"tbat the reduction of expenditure on armamerits would permit an 

increase in the resources available for th© improvement of social conditions and 

would at the same time establish a climat© favourable for the expansion of 

international со-operation in the. social and economic fields, 

1. Expresses confidence that Governments will continue to spare no efforts to 

improve the social and economic conditions in their own countries and elsewhere, 

particularly in the under-developed countries, and will further increase those 

efforts when additional resources are freed Ъу an agreement on internationally 

supervised world-wide disarmament； 

2. Нодеа for the early achievement of these objectives in the interests of 

the rapid improvement of social end economic conditions throughout the world； 

II 

Recalling its resolution 434 A (ZIV) requesting a supplementary report dealing 

with a survey of national and international measures taken to improve the social 
(17) 

conditions reflected in the Preliminary Report cn the World Social Situation,
v

 ‘ 

Having considered th© International Survey of Programmes of Social Development^^^ 

and the views expressed thereon in the Social Commission.^ ‘ 

(16) ïï/CN.5/301/Rev.l. United Nations publication, Sales No. : 1955.IV.8. 
(17) E/CN 5/267/Rey.l. United Nations publication, Sales No. : 1952.IV.11. 
(18) Officiel Records of the Ecoriomic and Social Council, Twentieth Session, 

Supplement No. 9, para. 91. 
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Having commended the Secretary-General and the Directors-General of the 

"specialised agencies who collaborated in its preparation； 

Believing that the Survey has important practical value for governmental, Inter-

governmental and non-governmental organisations concerned with social problems and 

with programmes for improving social conditions
f 

1. Recommends that Governments take such measures as they deem appropriate to 

bring the Survey to the attention of interested governmental and non-governmental 

agencies in their countries; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to place the chief aphasia in the next 

Survey on changes that have taken place since the first Survey and to include 

material on: 

(a.) International measures taken tp improve social conditions; 

(jb) Further use of comraiinity development as a teohnicue for improving the 

levels of living, particularly in under-developed areas, community development 

being interpreted as a process creating conditions of economic and social 

progress for the whole community with its active participation and the fullest 

possible reliance upon the conmiunity^ initiative j 

III 

Recalling; that the Secretary-General, by Council resolution 434 A (XIV)> was 

requested to prepare a further report on tlie world social situation, 

Requests the Secretary-General: 

(a) To place chief emphasis in the next report on changes that have taken 

place throughout the w r l d since the preliminary report and to give special 

attention to the problems of peoples undergoing rapid transition especially 

through urbanisation, 

{b) To issue the report by December 1956 for consideration by the Social 

Commission at its eleventh session, and by the Council at its twenty-fourth 

session, 

(çj To prepare for the use of the Council, at its twenty-seoond session, a 

report on the extent to which the priorities and programmes set forth in 
• • ； 

Council résolution 496 (XVI) on the programme of concerted practical action in 

the social field have been taken into account and implemented by the United 

Nations and the speoiali2ed agencies. 
Resolution adopted at the 

- 883rd plenary meeting, 
23 July 1955. 
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QUESTION OF TKE ESTABLISHMHiliT OF A SPECIAL UKITËD NATIONS 
FUND FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its 553rd 
plenary meeting on 9 December 1955 

^âdopted on the report of the Second Committee (A/30Ó5 and Corr.l)/ 

The General Assembly^ 

Reaffirniing the importance of the economic development of the under-developed 

countries as an essential condition for promotilig such international relationships 

as are propitious for the strengthening of pe'ace and the attainment of world-wide 

prosperity, 

Considering the real need of the under«-dôveloped countries for additional 

means for accelerating the development of their economic-social infra-struotur©, 

which is basic to the substantial expansion of their production and for the 

well-being of their peoples, 

Recalling its resolutions on the establishment of a Special United Nations.. 

Fund for Economic Development and, in particular, reaffirming ita unanimously 

adopted resolutions 724 A (VIII) and 724 В (VIII) of 7 December 1953, 

Recalling further its appeal to Governments to review their respective 

positions as regards extending their material support to such a Fund in accordance 

vith changes in the international situation and other relevant factors, both 

national and international, as expressed in its resolution 822 ( EC) of 

11 December 1954/ 
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Having examined the further report"'" of Mr Raymond Scheyven, assisted by the 
2 

Secretary-General and a Committee of E:iperts
;
 the comments thereon of the 

Economic and Social Council, included in the Council
1

s report at the request of 

the General Assembly under resolution 822 (IX), and the statement (A/C
#
2/l87) of 

Mr Scheyven made on 31 October 1955, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 583 A (XX) of 

5 August 1955, 

1. Expresses its great appreciation of the work performed by Mr Scheyven, 

assisted by the Secretary-General and the Committee of Experts5 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the States Members of the 

United Nations and meiribers of the specialized agencies in the economic and social 

sphere, to transmit to him, not later than 31 March 1956, their views, аз 

definitely as possible, relating to the establishment, role, structure and 

operations of a Special United Nations Fund for Economic Development
f
 bearing in 

mind particularly the questions enumerated in the annex attached hereto
;
 in order 

that such views and replies may provide material for the statute of the Fund! when 

it is decided to establish such a Fund； 

3. Requests further that the Secretary-General
9
 in addressing Member States 

as indicated above, provide them with all the relevant documents^ including the 

records of the dis eussions on the subject at the tenth session of the General 

Assembly； 

4. Establishes an Ad Hoc Committee composed of representatives of sixteen 

Governments, to be appointed by the President of the General Assembly, to analyse 

the replies and comments of Governments received under paragraph 2 above, with a 

view to submitting to the Economic atid Social Council at its twenty-second session 

and to the General Assembly at its eleventh session, such interim report as it may 

be in a position to make, and its final report to the twenty-third session of the 

Council, it being understood that in making such reports, it would not commit any 

Member Government : 

1 Official Records of the General Assembly, Tenth Session, Supplement No»17 

(A/2906). 
2

 Ibid” Supplement Wo, 3 (A/2943), chapter III A, paras> 142 to 177• 
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5
#
 Invites the Secretary-General to provide the Ad Hoc Committee with all 

the necessary facilities^ 

6. Expresses the hope, in view of the increased support for the proposed 

establishment of a Special United Nations Fund for Economic Development, that 

conditions more favourable to the establishment of an international Fund, will be 
、 - . • ！ 

created in the near future, and that savings from internationally supervised 
• * • ： 

world-wide disarmament will provide additional means for financing the eoonomic 

development of under-developed countries, and will further the aims and objectives 

of such a Fund. 

A N N E X ' 

1
#
 What, in the expectation of your Government, will be the role of a Special 

Fund for the Economic Development of your country? 

2
#
 What is the opinion of your Government as regards the nature of contributions 

to the operational budget of the Special Fund? 

З0 What is the opinion of your Government as to the initial sum which should be 

collected before the Special Fund starts its operations? 

4
e
 What does your Government think as to the Special Fund making grants-in-aid 

and loans and under what terms and conditions? 

5. What is the opinion of your Government about the relationships between the 

Special Fund on the one hand and the United Nat ions and the specialized agencies 

on the other? • 

6. What, in the opinion of your Government, should be the structure (governing 

bodies and management) of the Special Fund? 

П• What, in the opinion of your Government, should be the methods and mechanism 

for the appraisal of projects submitted by Governments? 

8, Any other suggestions your Government may have regarding the structure and 

functions of the Special Fund, 

於 � � 
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NOTE: At the 553rd. plenary meeting on 9 December 1955, after the adoption of the 

resolution, the President proposed the following States Members to be repir-eaejited 

on the Ad Hoc Committee: Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, Prance, India, 

Indonesia, Netherlands^ Norway, Pakistan, Poland, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of 

America and Yugoslavia. The General Assembly agreed to this proposal. 


