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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON PEACEFUL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY AND MEDICAL RESEARCHES ON 
EFFECTS OF RADIOACTIVITY - ITEM PROPOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN：- Item 9 
of the Supplementary Agenda (Documents EB15/72, EB15/46, EB15/46 СоггД, 
EB15/46 Add.l, and EB15/76)1 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Executive Board had expressed the wish to consider 

together all relevant documents dealing with the subject of atomic energy; these were 

EB15/72 (draft resolution proposed by the Government of Japan) EB15/46 and Corral and 

Add.l (decisions of the eighteenth session of the Economic and Social Council and Ninth 

General Assembly of the United Nations affecting WHO'S activities) EB15/76*1* (memorandum 

by the Director-General on new responsibilities of WHO with regard to atomio energy in 

relation to medicine and public-health) and a draft resolution proposed by Dr# Moore, 

He called on Mr. Tatsuke, head of the Permanent Delegation of Japan to the United 

Nations in Geneva, to introduce his Government's draft resolution. 

Mr. TAÎSUKE, representative of the Government of Japan, said that the question of 

the peaceful uses of atomic energy and of the effects of radioactivity on human beings 

had been attracting increasing attention in recent years, not only on the part of the 

public and of governments but also of various international organizations including 

the United Nations itself. The desire of the Japanese people to promote the general 

welfare of mankind through the peaceful use of atomic energy was all the more earnest 

and their concern at the effects of radioactivity all the more grave, because they had 

actually experienced and witnessed the extraordinary effects of radioactivity on human 

beings. 

The Japanese Government believed that many of the diverse and complex ramifica-

tions of the question were the direct concern of WHO, such as, for instance, the study 

1 Document EB15/76 and Annex В to document EB15/46 are reproduced as Annex 5 to 

Off, Rec, Wld Hlth Org, 60. 
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of the peaceful uses of atomic energy in the； field of public health and the study of 

the protection of the human body both, from the direct effects of radioactivity and its 

indirect effects through radioactivated intermediaries like food, water and air. The 

Japanese Government believed that the promotion and encouragement of such studies was 

fully in consonance with the spirit of the Constitution of WHO. 

He called attention to the resolution on international co-operation in developing 

the peaceful uses of atomic energy/ adopted by the United Nations General Assembly at 

its 503rd plenary meeting on 4 December 1954. .Part B, paragraph 2, of that resolution 

decided that an international technical conference of governments should be held and 

that one of its objectives should be to study the development of atomic power алс! to 

consider other technical'areas such as biology, medicine and radiation protection. 

Part в, paragraph 6, suggested that specialized agencies such as WHO should be 

consulted in connexion with the plans for that conference. 

The Japanese Government believed that WHO should take definite steps in response 

to the initiative of the United Nations General Assembly as soon as possible, in view 

of the fact that the conference was to be held not later than August 1955. 

With those considerations in mind he had the honour to submit to the Executive 

Board the draft resolution in document EB15/72 in the sincere hope that the views of 

the Japanese Government on that most important question would be fully shared by the 

members of the Board. 

1 The text of this resolution is reproduced in Annex 5 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 60 
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The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr. Tatsuke, recalling that the statement on behalf of the 

Government of Japan had been made in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Executive Board, In considering the matter further the members of the Board 

would act entirely in their personal capacity. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that for some time he had been considering the new 

responsibilities which might devolve on the Organization as a consequence of the 

developments in the use of atomic energy. He recalled that the Government of Austria 

had presented a paper to the thirteentb session of the Board, on international 

regulations for the protection of werkers and the general public against roentgen 

and isotopic radiations. The Board had adopted resolution EB13.R54, calling on the 

Director-General, subject to the availability of funds, to study the subject in 

consultation with the international and non-governmental organizations concerned and 

with Member States. A substantial documentation had been colleoted which would, 

when complete, be the subject of a report to a future session of the Board, That 

study dealt only with a limited aspect of the subject of atomic energy in relation 

to medicine and public health. In the document on the proposed second general 

programme of work covering a specific period, he had mentioned the probable importance 

that the new developments would have in the work of the Organization, much in the 

same way as discoveries in the field of antibiotics and insect-loides had influenced 

it previously. 

The resolution of the United Nations General Assembly on international co-oper-

ation in developing the peaceful usee of atomic energy was reproduced in document 
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EB15/46, Annex В. Consultation with WHO and other specialized agencies was suggested, 

and the Member States of the United Nations and specialized agencies were invited to 

participate in the proposed international conference and to include among their 

representative experts in the atomic energy field (part B, paragraph 3 ) . The 

specialized agencies were further invited (paragraph 7) to designate persons to 

represent them at the conference, which was to be held not later than August 1955. 

The United Nations General Assembly had also approved the setting up of an advisory 

committee (composed of representatives of Brazil, Canada, France, India, the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 

and the United States of America) to issuo invitations, prepare a detailed agenda and 

provide the necessary services。 That Advisory Committee was meeting at the present 

time at the Headquarters of the United Nations. 

In order to have a better idea of the role WHO could play in that field, the 

Director-General had called a meeting of four consultants at Geneva in December 1954 

to discuss the matter with him and his staff„ As a result of those discussions he 

had prepared a preliminary note (annexed to document EB15/76) which he had sent to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations xiith a covering letter stating that, although 

at that early stage the Secretary-General might not be able to say when or in what 

way the consultations would take place, he had thought it useful, in view of the short 

time available, to prepare a preliminary note on the relation of atomic energy to 

health and the possible role of WHO in the matter, asking the Secretary-General to 

make whatever use of it he thought desirable. The Secretary-General' was circulating 

that preliminary note and covering letter to the Advisory Committee as an official 

document. 

In this preliminary note- an attempt had been made iw indicate the possible role 

of WHO in the use of atomic energy in medicine and biology。 The problems were 
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indicated in main parts?工,problems of health protection against radiation, and 工工， 

medical use of radio, isotopes. He drew attention to those listed in the firsts 

studies of radiation-induced diseases, disposal of radio-active waste material, 

nuclear reactor safety, health problems of uranium mining, transport of radio-active 

materialsstandards for radio-active materials and establishment of units of radio-

activity 0 The second included} use of radio isotopes in therapy^ use of radio 

isotopes in diagnosis, use of radio isotopes in medico-biological research, steriliz-

ation of food and pharmaceutical preparations, and small reactors for research in 

biologyо 

.In dealing with the next section of the paper, the Director-General called 

attention to the fact that, whereas the subjects just mentioned would be new activities； 

those listed under the "Role and Responsibilities of 1H0" were by no means new, being 

functions already assigned to ШЮ by its Constitution, 

Finallyj in drawing attention to the order of priority for action by 1H0, he 

emphasized the fact that the highest priority was given by the experts he had consulted 

to the question of protect ion j this was, he felt, the most ijnportant. 

Dr« MOORE complimented the Government of Japan on bringing the matter before the 

Board о In drafting his own resolution"1' he had endeavoured to give due weight to the 

points raised in the Japanese proposal. The resolntion of the United Nations General 

Assembly (document ЕШ^/46, Annex B) invited WHO among other specialized agencies 

to co-operate in the proposed conference, and cognizance was taken in his draft 

resolution of the preparatory Advisory Committee, 

Subsequently adopted by the Board as resolution EB15.R21 
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An urgent matter, pointed out in the Director-GeneralIs ppeliminary note ires -that 

of planning the site of nuclear reactors so that they would be away from large centres 

and would not be a potential danger to the public. The Director-General had asked 

that the first priority be given to proper health protection measures at a very early-

stage of planning. 

He read his draft resolution, stating that it had the support of Professor Parisot, 

Díj-é Mackenzie, Dr. AOHSTahbi and Dr* du Ppé Le Roux. 

The GHAIftMAN asked Mr. Tatsuke #iether Dr. Moore‘s draft resolution was entirely • • . • 

in accordance with the sense of the resolution proposed by the Japanese Government, 

and whether he would therefore be prepared for the Board to proceed mth its discussion 

on the basis of Dr« Moore's resolution. 

Mr. TATSUKE said he had no instructions from his Governnent on the matter but he 

believed it would agree with the opinions expressed in Dr. Moore's resolutions. It 

was his Government's request that the Board should, if necessary, set up an expert 

committee to study the matter. 

The CHAIR狐N pointed out that there was no specific mention in the Japanese draft 

resolution of an expert committee. Having ascertained that the representative of 

japan was in agreement, he opened discussion on Dr. Moore»s draft resolution. 

Professor PARISOT said the debate marked an extremely important stage in the 

technical evolution of the Organization, The Director-General had drawn a parallel 

between the possibilities opened up by atomic energy, and those of the new discoveries 
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in antibiotics and insecticides. ïhere was one difference howevers the use of anti-

biotics and insecticides was essentially beneficial in effect, whereas hitherto 

atomic energy had been chiefly used as a means of destruction. The recommendations 

of the United Nations for international co-operation on it peaceful uses were there-

fore all the more welcome. 

The role of TOO in the matter was determined on the one hand by the knowledge of • 

hew atomic energy could be used in bio-logy and medicine, and on the other, by the aims 

and functions of the Organization as laid down in its Constitution. The Director-

General should be congratulated on having understood the extent of his responsibility 

and on having taken the necessary measures with lucidity and speed. In so doing, he 

had given proof of his ability to rise above the daily preoccupations of a task already 

heavy and to open up for the Organization wide avenues of future development. 

In seeking the necessary advice, he had not been content with a purely document-

ary study, nor with the advice of a single expert, but had brou^it to Geneva experts 

whose scientific knowledge and national responsibilities undoubtedly made them the 

best qualified consultants on the matter. He had thus been able to produce a clear 

and sound report, and to make a positive contribution to the deliberations of the 

advisory .committee at present meeting in New York, 

Since co-operation among the various countries was part of the question it might be 

useful for him (Pr©fessor Parisot) to describe briefly the work accomplished in the 

country which had designated him to serve on the Board» For several years scientific 

research in France had been turned towards the problem. The Commissariat Général de 

l'Energie Atomique included a special section for the application o'f atomic energy in 

biology and medicine under the general scientific direction of Professor Louis Bugnard 

the Director of the Institut National d'Hygiène and an eminent physicist and man of 
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medicine. The research was carried out at the atomic plants, and special biological 

laboratories (such as that recent^ established at the Pasteur Institute) by the 

services specializing in the use of radio isotopes in diagiosis and therapy (such as 

the Cancer Institutes) and 时 certain services of the Paris hospitals, 

•¡his research, originally on a national basis, "was being decentralized, in order 

to enlarge the field of investigation and application. Certain medical faculties, as, 

for example, the Faculty of Nancy, were participating in the work. Qualified experts 

had had to be foundj the professor of biological physics and the present professor of 

biological chemistry, after a specialized course in the United States, had brou^it 

together a team of research workers. Modern laboratories for this type of research 

had also been needed, and it had been his ото task to assemble the data required for the 

construction and protection of sudh a laboratory, the elimination of radio-active 

waste, e t c ” e t c ” and he would have appreciated being able to turn to 1H0 for the 

documentation, as well as for means of training the research workers. 

Careful study had been given to the inçortant problem of protection. He cited 

as an exançle the work done by the Conseil Supérieur d'Hygiène Publique when a reactor 

had been set up some years ago near Paris» A certain number of decrees and regulations 

laying down essential security rules had already been issued and others were in 

preparation* 

He 铒ve these details as an exan^le of the interest nohich WHO's entry into the 

field wcnuld arouse. Hie initiative of the Director-General, and the preliminary steps 

he had taken, deserved the Board's unreserved approval* The Organization should 

proceed to broaden its knowledge, co-ordinate national efforts and collate the 
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results achieved for the benefit of those countries which had not yet undertaken 

re search о That was -where WHO could best assert its usefulness and its high peaceful 

purposes о 

Dre AZUMâ said that he was gratified at the reception given to the Japanese 

proposal by the Boards and the incorporation of its substance in the draft resolution 

proposed by Dr о Moore a He expressed gratitude to the Director-Gene ral for the active 

and positive steps he had taken о 

By paragraph 5 of Dr® Moore1 s draft resolution the Director-General would be 

authorized to take appropriate measures to prepare li/HO ŝ contribution to the work 

of the c o n f e r e n c e H e asked whether the Director-General could say what measures 

he had in mindp 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he iwas awaiting the results of the meetings now 

being held at the United Nations in New York^ in order to have a clearer idea of the 

next i?teps to be takenj those meetings mi^it end in a few daysT time© 

The CHAIRMAN thou^it the Board was unanimously and enthusiastically in favour of 

the draft resolution and in agreement on the role that ÏJHO must play as indicated in 

the preliminary note prepared by the Director—General о If the Board adopted Dr。Moore ^ s 

draft resolution夕 he would request the Director «General to inform the Standing Coiamittee 

on Administration and Finance of any financial problems likely to arise between the 

present session of the Board and the Eighth World Health Assemblyp The Standing 

Committee mighty if it considered it desir able^ submit any budgetary problems to 

the Board for consideration0 
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D r , VOLLENWEIDER congratulated the Director-General, as well as the Governments 

of Austria and Japan and others for the initiative taken In connexion with the use of 

atomic energy and for the work already accomplished. 

Recommendations and i n s t r u c t i o n s were u r ^ n t l y needed r e g a r d i n g the p r o t e c t i o n 

o f those particularly exposed to radiation, such as, medical personnel, hospital nurses 

and the staffs of scientific laboratories, of public transport undertakings and of 

c e r t a i n I n d u s t r i e s (watch-waking i n Switzerland was a c a s e I n p o i n t ) . I t should be 

an immediate t a s k of the S e c r e t a r i a t o f Ш 0 to c o l l e c t the a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g document-

ation from the different public-health services of the Member States, The Service 

fédéral de l ' H y g i è n e publique i n S w i t z e r l a n d was j u s t completing a handbook o f 

measures for protection against radiation. 

The DIRECTOR-ŒNERAL drew attention to document EB15/46, page 5, and document 

EBX5/46 Corr.l reproducing the resolution of the Eighth General Conference of UNESCO 

on aid to scientific research* 

The CHAIRMàN thou^it the only action required was to note the resolution as part 

of the documentation on the sublet of atomic energy. It could be assumed'that the 

Director-General would be in close touch with UNESCO and other specialized agencies, 

in accordance with paragraph 4 of Dr. Moore's draft resolution, 

Deeisioni The Board unanimously adopted the draft resolution proposed by 

ïir, Moore on international co-operation in developing the peaceful uses of 

atomic energy (see resolution EB15*R21)» 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr, Teteuke for attending the meeting and presenting the 

proposal of the Japanese Government» 
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2. REPORT ON SEVENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA: 

Item 6.5 of the Agenda (Document EB15/17) ‘ • 

The CHAIRMAN called on Dr. Mani, Regional Director for South-East Asia, to 

present the report of the Regional Committee. 

Dr. MANI, Regional Director for South-East Asia, said the Regional Committee had 

met in New Delhi in September 1954-. In addition to examining the proposed programme 

and budget for 1956 it had had interesting discussions on other topics. He would 

explain in some further detail certain of the salient points in the Committee's 

report. 

In discussing the report of the Regional Director, the Regional Committee had 

laid great stress on the disproportion in expenditure on medical care and on public-

health services within the Region and had requested the Regional Director to communicate 

with governments in that regard. It had also emphasized the need for further help at 

the central and state level in the organization of administrative public-health ser-

vices, with a view to improved control and direction of the great variety of work 

taking place in the Region. The question of industrial health services had been dis-

u s e d ' The governments, in ân attempt to raise the standard of living, were making 

great efforts towards industrialization, and it was feared that serious errors in the 

public-health field.might be made unless there was careful government planning. The 

problem of housing and the flow of population from rural to urban areas involved great 

risks from tuberculosis, venereal disease, and other diseases in which the lack of 
« . 

proper environmental sanitation played a part. It was hoped to call a further meeting 

of some of the interested parties to discuss the best way to assist countries in that 

matter. 



» 141 -

EB15/Min/6 Rev.l 

In view of the inability of certain countries to test the тащ biological 

products- now being imported, the Government of India had, at the instance of the 

Regional Office, placed its facilities at the Research Institute in Kasauli at the 

disposal of all the countries of the Region. 

Other matters considered by the Regional Committee were doalt with in Part С 

of the report (pages 5-7). 

Medical education. With the help of four visiting missions of medical scientists 

to India, Burma, Ceylon and Indonesia, an analysis of the situation in the Region had 

b e e n prepared. The Regional Committee had agreed that a considerable reorganization 

and strengthening of the curriculum at present in use was necessary. More emphasis 

w a S also needed on the strengthening of the teaching staff. It was hoped to arrange 

for national study groups, as instructed by the Regional Committee, to encourage the 

countries themselves to study means for remedying the present situation, which was out 

of line with their real needs. Studies were already being made by India and it was 

hoped to stimulate similar efforts elsewhere. 

Environmental sanitation. The Board would be pleased to see that a considerable 

amount of activity had been initiated. He drew attention to the resolution on page 17 

o f the report. .With regard to the sub-paragraphs of that resolution: (a) surveys of 
f • r 

the sanitation situation had already been made in India, Burma and Ceylonj (b) one 

meeting of publie-health engineers had already taken place in India; (c) two or three 
» 

pilot projects were being started in collaboration with governments; (d) help was being 

sought from UNICEF for supplies for pilot projects, negotiations being as yet in a very 

early stage; it was hoped that they would be successful but it was likeüy that the 

supplies might come through a bilateral sourcej (e) sanitary engineering divisions 

w e r e already being established; and, last^r, (f) negotiations were being undertaken 

with governments regarding training programmes. He felt that paragraph 2 of the 



-142 -

EB15/Min/6 Rev0l 

resolution was the most important. It called upon Member States to give topmost 

priority to environmental sanitation both in their health programmes and when making 

requests for outside aid. 

Community development and fundamental education. Numerous projects for community 

development were being carried out in the Region, focussed primarily on agriculture but 

also concerned with education, public health, cottage industries, etc. So far as 

public health was concerned, the Regional Office had found little evidence of health 

work in these community projects. The Regional Office was trying to relate its own 

projects to community projects as far as possible. 

Consolidation of mass campaigns. An interesting discussion had taken place on 

the consolidation of mass campaigns. Extensive campaigns were being carried out in 

the Region in the fields of malaria (covering some 100 million people), yaws, and BCG 

vaccination. Certain of the campaigns had reached a stage where it was felt that a 

beginning should be made in handing the activities over to the general publie-health 

services, and the Regional Committee had recommended that the development of rural 

health units should be encouraged. 

The Regional Committee had had a very interesting technical discussion on nursing 

needs as related to field projects. The recommendations on the subject were given on 

page 8 of its report. 

With regard to the programme and budget, the Regional Committee had approved the 

1955 programme as adequate and balancedj it had also thorough^ analysed the 1956 pro-

gramme. That programme and the method of its development had already been discussed 

in the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance. 
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Considerable interest had been taken in the question of inter-country programmes, 

although such programmes were not perhaps so widely developed in South-East Asia as 

i n other regions. Mention was made in the report of three or four inter-country 

activities proposed for 1956 - a rural health conference, a nursing зеш1паг> the 

evaluation of some of the maternity and child health projects, and the provision of 

dental-health consultant services to certain countries. 

Dr. ANWAR said he had read the report and heard Dr. Mani丨s introduction with 

great interest. The Regional Director was to be congratulated on the good work his 

Office was doing, particularly In the mass campaigns. 

With regard to the statement in the report (page Д) that a disproportionately 

large percentage of national budgets was being spent on medical care institutions as 

compared with public-health activities such as sanitation and water supply, it should 

be noted that in several countries expenditure on sanitation and water supply was not 

included in the public-health part of the budget. That was a fact that had to be taken 

into account in order to see the matter in its proper perspective. He did not wish to 

suggest that enough was being done, but at least in most urbanized areas something was 

being done in regard to water supply, garbage disposal, etc. 

The Regional Committee's resolution SEA/RC7/R10, in paragraph 2, called on Member 

States to give top priority to programmes in environmental sanitation. In parts of 

the South-East Asia Region 60-90 per cent, of the population were in rural as opposed 

to urbanized areas, and the introduction of real sanitation work was therefore veiy dif-

ficult. Much could be done by health education of the public, directed towards 
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counteracting customs pernicious to health. Very simple methods could be introduced 

with great effect among rural populations, as, for example, certain methods of 

purifying drinking water for village populations) these steps had to be accompanied 

by health education. 

Professor PARISOT congratulated the Regional Director on his report and on the 

work of the Regional Office. He wished in particular to commend the form in which 

the report of the Regional Çomraittee was presented. Instead of being a mere summaiy 

of projects, it included a general statement of the various considerations which had 

governed the decisions of the Regional Committee and conveyed the spirit in which 

their work had been carried out。 This method of presentation helped the Board to 

understand and sympathize with the problems of üie Regional Office, and he would like 

to suggest that other regional offices should report on the same lines. 

He would particularly draw attention to what was said on industrial health 

services, on social and preventive medicine, on the integration of clinical and pre-

clinical training, and on general co-ordination in the health) social weIfare, and 

economic fields, matters which the Board and he himself had often stressed. The report 

also showed the way in which teams were to be developed to make them health teams in 

the true sense. 

Professor FERREIRA endorsed idiat Professor Parisot had said as regards the 

presentation of the report now before the Board. It was clear from that report how 

much attention was given in the Region to modern methods. The countries of the 

Region understood the importance of modern methods, they understood in particular the 

importance of nursing work, possibly even better than some countries in more developed 

parts of the world. 
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Throughout, the report gave the impression that the work had been well planned 

and well done. 

He particularly noted that the Regional Committee expressed agreement (page 17) 

with the suggestion made by the Board that the subject of technical discussions in the 

Asseirib3y in any year should be prepared by discussions at regional level. 

The CHAIRMAN was sure that Regional Committees would take into consideration 

what Professor Parisot had said as to the presentation of reports. All members of 

the Board appreciated the attendance of Regional Directors at their sessions. It was 

a sign that the Organization was reaching deeper and deeper into the field* 

Decision: The Board noted the report of the Regional Committee for 

South-East Asia on its seventh session ( ^ 1 5 / 1 7 ) . (See resolution EB15.R18) 

3. TUBERCULOSIS RESEARCH OFRECE, COPENHAGEN: Item 2.3 of the Agenda 

(Resolutions WHA4.7, EB11.R27J Official Records No. 58, pp. 24 and 29; 

Documents EB15/31, EB15/31 Add.l, EB15/77 Rev.l.) (continued from fourth 

meeting, section 3) 

The СНА1ШШ said tha% the Director-General would reply to the question put by 

Dr. Mackenzie at the fourth meeting regarding the effect of postponing new commitments 

by TRO. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he shared the concern expressed by Dr. Mackenzie 

and some other members as to the need to find money to carry out some of the supple-

mentary programme contained in Annex 4 to Official Records No. 58. But he must 

emphasize that there was no question of increases in the budget or in the personnel 
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of the Tuberculosis Research Office, There was rather some shifting of activity. The 

expenditure of the Office for the years 195、1955 and 1956 was shown on page 29 of 

Official Records^ No. 58. If to the figures there weré added the figures on page 31 

for statutory staff costs and the due pro^rtion of common services, the total 

expenditure of the Office for those three years was as follows i 195紅，$2X9,503； 

1955， 1222/500; 1956, $220,500. 

In the discussion at the fourth meeting several members had clearly stated that 

it was necessary to analyse the work of the Tuberculosis Research Office. There had 

been some indication that the Board vanted the work to be concentrated on BCG-vaccinati。， 

and evaluation and not extended to other matters. He had called the attention of the 

Board to some other questions, referred to in the memorandum from the Government of 

Ih'dia (HB15/59) on research into tuberculosis^ work on vhich， he had said, could be 

done by the normal staff of Headquarters and the Regional Office* He had mentioned 

—also that UNICEF was paying the expenses of the BCG assessment teams and that, in 

accordance with Assembly resolution WHA7#50^ he would have to try and meet that cost 

from the budget of WHO, The amount in question vas Ф83Д70 in 195^ and ф112，2红6 in 

1955 (of which $^5,000 had not yet been approved by the Executive Board of UNICEF) • The 

figure for 1956 was not yet known as it depended on negotiations with UNICEF still in 

progress» 

It was not possible at the present stage to ansver Dr» Mackenzie's question as to 

possible economies• With regard to the first.item^ the Board would note on page 29 of 

Official Records No. 58 the evaluation studlee under Group V at the foot of the page； 

this was a continuing activity in regard to which the Organization was committed to the 

Governments of Denmark and Finland, and in the circumstances it would not be possible to 

estimate economies in that item until a discussion had taken place with those 

governments. 

1 The Board discussed this memorandum under item k of its supplementary agenda (see 
minutes of the twenty-third meeting, section 6) 
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On the second ibsai, trials on ambulatory treatment of tuberculosis patients 

with new drugs, he hai at the previous meeting said that two projects were under 

‘consideration far India and East Fakists.no There was no legal commitment to the 

govermaent of either ooimtxy. Biro even eo, it was difficult to estmate 

possible economies because these projects would not involve new posts. The idea 

was that the work should Ъе done by .staff whose posts were at present shewn for 

BCG vaccination arid coanected problems。 

I t Would not be роьеГоЮ tc ostimte the full effect of cuts in those two 

activities without â study of the xiliole future work of the Tuberculosis Research 

Office to see what adjustments could be made. In short3 no one could at the 

pr e Sept moment give an exact answer to Dr. Mackenaie^s question. He would, in 

conclusion) repeat that these did not represent new activities plsraied Ъ/ the 

Organization,, 

T h e CHilEMM suggested that the Board iràght liks to take into consideration 

also at this stage the document to which the 'Directoi-Goneral had referred? 

ESL5/59}- submitted Ь/ the Government of India in regard to research in tuberculosis. 
t- • 

T he Board, might wish to refer this document to the Director-General and ask ham 

to take it into account 1л сотшею.оп with the studj suggoated in Professor Ferreira'e 

c.-.rtresolution (doexunent, ED15/77 R e v a ) , ' 

In regard to the last paragraph of document SZa5/59, he thought that it would 

not be proper fox- WK) ъо recomraend to UNICEF that it should provide supplies for 

呵 particular projsofco Kis suggestion 贴 s that the Direotoi-<}eneral should take 

. t h e document into acco^fc, consid^ ing these quesbiono therein as part of the whole 

joint work of ¥H0 and UNIGEFP 

1 The Beard discussed this meir.orandun under item 4 of - its supplementary agenda (see 

minutes of the twenty-third meeting, section 6) 
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： 

Professor P№ISOT ; proposed an amendment to paragraph 1 ⑵ of Professor Ferreixa's 

draft resolution. He would suggest the omission of the ^ords "as far as possible" 

a n d ..tuberculosis", and the substitution for the first of these deletions of 让e vords 

Hurder the same conditions as for the other activities". 

Professor FERREIRA. accepted the amendment. 

Dr. MOORE said that his chief concern in regard to the Tuberculosis Research 

Office was toe need to avoid duplication, both vith the work of national research 

programes and with the vork done at the Geneva Headquarters. He had alrea^r stated 

his vievs on the value of long-term studies, but, with those reservations and on the 

understanding that the matter would be further considered in the coming financial 

discussions in the Board, he accepted the resolution as amended. 

D r . LE ROUX asked whether in view of the explanation given by the Director-

General any substance remained in the third paragraph of the draft resolution 

proposed by Professor Ferreira. 

T h e DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he understood the effect of paragraph 3 to be 

that the Tuberculosis Research Office should not embark upon new activities other 

than BCG vaccination and related studies. 
. ... ‘ • . . ' • ； ‘ . • 

The CHílXRMM asked Aether paragraph 3 would prevent studies on the use of 

antibiotics in the treatment of tuberculosis, if such vere p l a n n e d , . 
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,..ïbe DIRECTOR-GENERílL replied that it would prevent tte studies being carried 

out through the Tuberculosis Research Office, but it would still be possible to 

carry out the investigation as a normal service provided by the Organization fór 

the countries concerned^through the régional offices. 

Dr. VOLLENWEIDER said that he was prepared to accept the resolution as amended, 

" . • . • ; ' • 

ч . . : • . ' . . . 

• ' ， . Decision: The Board adopted the resolution proposed by Professoi1 F e r r e i r a 
(docûment ЖВ15/77 Rev.l) as amended. (See resolution EB15.R20 ) 

Dr. TURBOTT recalled that consideration of the budget eetiraates for the 

:...Tuberculosis Research Office had been deferred by the Standing Committee until the 
» ' ^ 

.‘ question of policy had been decided in the full Board, The Director-General had 
• • 

said that paragraph 3 of the resolution just adopted would mean that the proposed stu4 
" • . . . . 

• 0f the use of new drugs in the treatment of tuberculosis would be taken over in some 

• 0ther part of the budget. In that case unless the Standing Committee were asked to 

examine that study as parb of the general budget, it would, not be considered at all. 
• • • 

The СНШМ/Ш suggested that the Standing Committee. should be asked to examine 
'.. . . . . , ； • 

.-the financial consequences of the resolution just passed in terms of the budget. 

He had. not understood the Direсtor-General to say •that this subject would be taken 

up uiider' the general programe but that if the study wa& made it would be done 

under the ordinaiy budget.and. within the.normal regional planning‘ He thought, 

theVéíore, that ..the Standing Committee èhould proceed to isonsider it on those lines. 
' ' ' • \ • . . ‘ ‘ • " " . . . . . ‘ 

： . . . ； ‘ ‘ . ： . 
It was so àgrëëd. (êèS frïirmbes of the fourteenth meeting of the Standing 

Committee, section 2 . ) 
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4, INCLUSION OF A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ORGANIZED MEDICAL PROFESSION IN THE 
GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATIONS TO THE WORLD HE/iTH ASSEMBLY (Communication from 
the World Medical Association) î Item 7.2 of the Agenda. (Document EB15/30) 

The CHAIRMAN extended a welcome to Dr» Maystref the representative of the 

World Medical Association and asked the Depnty DirecrbarMSeneral to introduce the 

document EB15/30, 

Dr. DOROILE, Deputy Director-General, said that the document was submitted 

to the Board Ъу the Director-General in accordance with rule 3 (iii) of the working 

principles governing the admission of noiv-governmental organizations into relations 

with WHO. The resolution addressed to the Director-General by the Council of the 

World Medical Association related to a point which it wafe not within the power 

of the Director-General to determine and, therefore, under the rule just quoted, he 

referred it to 七he Board, 

In its resolution the World Medical Association suggested that the World 

Health Organization should propose to each Member 'government that there should be 

included among its delegates to the World Health Assembly a representative of the 

organized medical profession of the country. He would call the attention of the 

Board to Article U of the Constitution which provided, that "each Member 
\ 

shall, be represented Ъу not more than three delegates, one of whom shall be 

designated try the member as ehief delegate. These delegates should be chosen from 

among persons most qualified by their technical competence in the field of health, 

preferably representing the national health administration of tbe Member". The—BoarÜ 

would note that the English text used in the first sentence the word "shall" and 
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i n the second the word "should". The second sentence therefore constituted a 

recommendation to Member States and did not go beyond recommendation. 

Dr. MAYSTRE (World Medical Association) thanked the Chairman for the opportunity 

to stress the importance which the World Medical Association attached to its 

relations of six years' standing with WHO, and the collaboration it had achieved, in 

particular with the Executive Board and the Secretariat. The Board did not need to 

be reminded of the extent of that collaboration. Each year representatives of 

the World Medical Association had expressed admiration of the work of the Organization 

and their wish to co-operate in it. 

The document before the Board called attention to a possible danger of 

dispersion of effort in the promoting of support in each country for the objectives 

of WHO, a task in which the World Medical Association, with a total membership nov 

of 800,000 had been asked to give the greatest possible support to WHO. When the 

request of the Organization was considered by the Association it had appeared to 

it that there was some fluch danger and the Association had, therefore, thought it wise 

to ask from WHO some co-operation which would enable it in turn to collaborate 

more fully. The danger lay, it was thought, in increasing specialization. This was 

n o v going so far that it was essential for unity and co-ordination to be maintained 

at some point, particularly at the international level. But the Association 

thought it advisable to call the attention of governments, vho alone were qualified 

to select their delegations, to the need to have such co-ordination at the national 

level also. 
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The CHAIRMAN wished to clarify one pointe The second paragraph of the 

resolution migiit be understood to mean that WHO had suggested to the World Mediçal 

Association the establishment of supporting committees. That was not the case旛 

The suggestion had been made Ъу voluntary groups organized in support of the 

Itoited Nations and of一.the World Health Organisation. 

Dr» А Ы Ш В 1 thought that, with due respect to the World Medical Association, 

and to the excellent work it was doing3 the Board must sound a, note of caution. 

It might prove dangerous to suggest to governments how they should form their 

delegations, quite apart from what was said on the subject in the Constitution. 

The Board should consider the question very carefully before taking aiçr action. 

Mr, BOUCHER, alternate to Dr, Mackenzie, associated himself with what 

Dr, Al-Wahbi had said. The Board could, appreciate the spirit which had inspired 

the resolution - that the World Medical Association wished to give to WHO the 

greatest possible help the organiz-ed medical profession could provide - but he 

thought it would find it difficult to, make a recommendation to governments on how 

they should exercise their discretion in appointing delegates to the World Health 

i 
Assembly. The procedure prescribed in Article 11 was clear and it would be better 

• • • • . . 

t o leave it without explanatory instructionsо There seemed to him indeed, to be 

a slight conflict between the resolution and the text of Article of which the 

last words were "preferably representing the national health administration of the 

МешЬи4' j nothing in that Article suggested that representatives of any organized 

profession should be Included in the delegation., 
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The CHAIRMAN thought the Board was faced with a real constitutional difficulty. 

At the original discussions at the International Health Conference on the drafting 

of the Constitution much attention had been given to the use of the words “shall" 

and "should". It had been made clear by the lawyers that no treaty of this kind 

could give instructions to governments. The most that could be done was to express 

a wish on how the delegations could be made up. 

Professor PARISOT said that the Board had alvays been whole-heartedly in favour 

of the co-operation of medical practitioners in social medicine and its development. 

He knew from his own experience the value of this co-operation, which called, however, 

for some orientation of medical students, and for a good understanding between the . 

organized medical profession and the. medico-social services. The happy effects of 

co-operation between the World Medical Association and WHO had been well illustrated 

at the conference on medical education held in 1953 in London. 

For representatives of the organized medical profession to be associated with 

delegations to the Health Assembly would have the advantage that such representatives 

wouia be well able to inform their own profession and to enlist its co-operation for 

WHO. Admittedly there were constitutional difficulties, but governments could 

perhaps include such representatives in their delegations, as advisers for instance. 

Even if the Board were not willing to make a formal recommendation, the idea was one 

which governments might wish to develop in order to improve the relationship of 

medical practitioners to social medicine, which, could not but be of benefit to 

public health. 
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Dr. MOORE thought that there was a definite place, at least in some countries, 

for the inclusion of active members of the profession in delegations to the Assembly. 

In his own country he had found many medical practitioners had little knowledge of 

the work of Щ 0 and he thought that this position would Ъе improved if some action 

were taken, on the lines suggested. The Executive Board might wish merely to note 

the resolution and refer it to the Assembly. 

Mr. COATON, adviser to Dr. Le Roux, said that, speaking as a diplomat and not 

as a member of the medical profession, he thought the proposal gave rise to very-

grave objections. With the one exception of the International Labour Organisation, 

delegates to a governmental conference spoke on behalf of their governments. It was 

open to any State to include in its delegation advisers representing the medical 

profession but he thought that it was not for the Board, and indeed not for the 

Assembly, to advise governments on this question. Another difficulty was that the 

adoption of the principle set out in the resolution before them might open the way to 

the representation of other professions. Nurses, for example^ seeing the representatives 

of the organized medical profession included in delegations, mi曲t press for the same 

privilege. Indeed he thought the whole question bristled with difficulties. 

Professor JETTMAR agreed with Dr, Al-Wahbi on the need for caution. The organized 

medical profession dealt mainly with national professional problems and not with 

global questions. He agreed that if the wishes of the World Medical Association were 

met, other professions would be likely to ask for similar concessions and the Assembly 

would become a large and complicated body. Did he understand the proposal of the World 
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Medical Association to Ъе that the representative of the organized medical profession 

should come as an additional delegate? That would lead to an increase in the size 

of delegations and add to the work at the Assembly. 

Dr. TURBOTT fully agreed with the objections raised. He pointed out that the 

two members who had spoken in support of the resolution саше from large countries 

which were able to send large delegations to the Assembly. But the Board should 

consider also the case of the small countries which could send only one or two. If 

the proposal before the Board were adopted it might have the result of excluding 

the representative of the health administration because the organized medical 

profession could base a claim on the statement that the World Health Assembly itself 

wished to have representatives of the organized profession in its delegations. 

The work of the Organization might then develop a trend away from public -health 

a n d in the direction of curative medicine. He proposed, therefore, that the Board 

note the resolution and take no action on it. 

Professor FERREIRA. added that in some countries it was not at all easy to say 

what organization represented the medical profession. There were trade unions, 

medical academies and other forms of organization which sometimes quarrelled among 

themselves as to which was truly representative. He therefore supported the 

proposal made by Dr. Turbott. The Board of course deeply appreciated the co-operation 

given by the medical profession； but to go to governments and suggest that they 

should modify the composition of their delegations was a task for the World Medical 

Association itself, an organization strong enough and sufficiently widespread to 

be effective. 



-156 一 

EB15Ain/6 Rev.l 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Board appeared to be discussing the merits of some-

thing which, was constitutionally impossible. He thought it was agreed that it would 

be improper for the Board to take action on the lines requested. If the Board was of 

that opinion, it might wish to consider a resolution suggesting that the World Medical 

Association bring its views to the notice of governments, with whom responsibility in 

the matter rested. Before the Board came to a decision, however, it might wish to 

hear the representative of the World Federation of United Nations Associations. 

Mr. ETOÍALS (World Federation of United Nations Associations) said that he had 

asked to speak on the question because of the reference in the memorandum before the 

Board to the United Nations Associations in different countries which were trying to 

get greater support for the World Health Organization. Such associations had found 

that it was sometimes easier to obtain support for the World Health Organization among 

the general public than among the medical profession. They were, therefore, anxious 

for any action which would make it easier to enlist the support of that profession. 

He asked that the Board should not discourage too strongly the proposal of the World 

Medical Association and should recognize that the intention of the proposal was to 

ensure increasing support for WHO. 

Decision; A draft resolution on the lines suggested by the Chairman was adopted. 
(See resolution EB15.R22) 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Maystre for his attendance and his explanation. He 

was sure the World Medical Association would understand the reason for the action 

taken by the Board and the friendly spirit in which it was done. 

The meeting rose at ^.ko p.m. 
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1 . DRAFT RESOLUTION ON PEACEFUL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY aND MEDICAL RESEARCHES ON 
EFFECTS OF RADIOACTIVITY ” ITEM PROPOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF JáPáN: Item 9 
of the Supplementary Agenda (Document EB15/72, EB15/46, 46 Md^l, 46 Corral, 
and EB15/76) ‘ 

. • . . « . . . . . 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Executive Board had expressed the wish to consider 

together all documents dealing with the subject of atomic energy； these were EB15/72 

j . • ： • ； • • 

(draft resolution proposed by tKe Government of Japan) EB15/46 and Corr.l and Add»l 

(decisions of the eighteenth session of the Economic and Social Council and Ninth 

General Assembly of the United Nations affecting WHO's activities) EB15/76 (memorandum 

by the Director-General on new responsibilities of WHO with regard to atomio energy 

in relation to medicine and public«health) and a draft resolution proposed, by 

Dr. Moore (Annexed to these minutes)t 

He called on Mr. Tatsuke, head of the Permanent Delegation of Japan in Geneva； 

to introduce his Government1s draft resolution^ 

Mr, TATSUKE, representative of the Government of Japan) said that the question 

of the peaceful uses of atomic energy and of the effects of radioactivity on human 

beings had been increasingly attracting the attention in recent years not only of the 

public and of governments but also of various international organizations including 

the United Nations itself. The desire of the Japanese people to promote the general 

velfare of mankind through the peaceful use of atomic energy was all the more earnest 

and their concern at the effects of radioactivity all the more grave, because they 

had actually experienced and witnessed the extraordinary effects of radioactivity 

on human beings. 

The Japanese Government believed that шацу of the diverse and complex ramifica-. 

tions of the question were the direct concern of WHO, for instance the study of the 
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peaceful uses of atomic energy in the field of public—health, and the study of the 

protection of the human body both from the direct effects of radioactivity and its 

indirect effects through radioactivated intermediaries such a food， water and air. 

The Japanese Government believed that the promotion and encouragement of such studies 

-was fully in consonance with the spirit of the Constitution of WH0P 

He called attention to the resolution on international co-operation in developing 

the peaceful uses of atomic energy^ adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 

at its 503rd plenary meeting in December 1954n Part B, paragraph 2} of that resolutior 

decided that an international technical conference of governments should be held and 

that one of its objectives should be to study the development of atomic power and to 

consider other technical areas such as biology, medicine and radiation protection^ 

Part B̂  paragraph 6》suggested that specialized agencies such as WHO should be 

consulted in connexion with the plans for that conference, 

The Japanese Government believed that WHO should take definite steps in response 

to the initiative of the United Nations General Assembly as soon as possible, in view 

of the fact that the conference was to be held not later than August 1955 «> 

With those considerations in mind he had the honour to submit to the Executive 

Board the draft resolution in document EB15/72 in the sincere hope that the views of 

the Japanese Government on that most important question would be fully shared by the 

members of the Board, 
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The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr. Tatsuke^ recalling that the statement on behalf of the 

Government of Japan had been made in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Executive Board, In considering the matter further the members of the Board 

would act entirely in their personal capacity. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that for some time he had been considering the new 

responsibilities which might devolve on the Organization as a consequence of the 

developments in the use of atomic energy. He recalled that the Government of Austria 

had presented a paper to the thirteenth session of the Board, on international 

regulations for the protection of workers and the general public against roentgen 

and isotopic radiations, The Board had adopted resolution EB13.R54, calling on the 

Direct or-Général ,̂ subject to the availability of funds, to study the subject in 

consultation with the international and non—governmental organizations concerned and 

with Member States, A substantial documentation had been collected which would, 

when complete, be the subject of a report to a future session of the Board. That 

study dealt only with a limited aspect of the subject of atomic energy in relation 

to medicine and public health. In the document on the proposed second general 

programme of work covering a specific period he had mentioned the probable importance 

that the new developments would have in the work of the Organization, much in the 

same way as discoveries in the field of antibiotics and insecticides had influenced 

it previously. 

The resolution of the United Nations General Assembly on international co«oper-

atlon in developing the peaceful uses of atomic energy was reproduced in document 
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ЕВ15/46Д Annex В, Consultation with WHO and other specialized agencies was suggested, 

and the Member States of the United Nations and specialized agencies were invited to 

participate in the proposed international conference and to include among their 

representatives experts in the atomic energy field (part Bj paragraph 3)» The 
». ‘‘ ‘ ‘ . . . . . 

specialized agencies were further invited (paragraph 7) to designate persons to 

represent them at the conference^ which was to be held not later than August 1955 * 
‘ . ..:. à . . ‘ . !-

The United Nations General Assembly had also approved the setting up of an advisory 
• • . . . ' • . 

committee (composed of•representatives of Brazil， Ganada, France^ India, USSR； United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States of America) to 

issue invitations^ prepare a detailed agenda and provide the necessary sèrvices % 

That Advisory Committee was meeting at the present time at the Headquarters of the 

United Nations• 

• In order to have a better idea of the role WHO could play in that fiald^ the 

Directorb^Jeneral had câlled a meeting of four consultants at Geneva in December 1954 

to discuss the matter with him and his staff > As a result of those discussions he had 

prepared a preliminary note (annexed to document EB15/76) which he had sont to the 
• » ‘ ‘ ‘ • • - • • “ 

Secretary—General of the United Nations with a covering letter stating thati although 

at that early stage the Secretary-General might not be able to say when or in what. 

way the consultations would take place> he had thoughtit useful^ in view of the short 

time available, to prepare a preliminary note on the relation of atomic energy to 

health and the possible role of WHO in the matter^ asking the SecretaryMGeneral to 

makç whatever use of it he thought desirable, The Se ere tary-^Qeneral was circulating 

that preliminary note and covering letter to the Advisory Committee as an official 

document• 

In the Annex to document EB15/76 an attempt had been made to indicate the possible 

role of WHO in the use of atomic energy in medicine and biology, The problems were 
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indicated in main parts» Ij problems of health protection against radiation and II , 

medioal use of radioisotopes, He drew attention to the problems listed in the first* • 

division» studies of radiation«induced diseases, disposal of radio~aotive waste 

material, nuclear reactor safety, health problems of uranium mining, transport of 

radio-active materialsf standards for radio-active materials and establiehment of 

units of radio-activity« Under the second division were» use of radio-isotopes in 

therapy, use of radio-isotopes in diagnosis^ use of radio,isotopes in medico-biological 

research^ steriliaation of food and pharmaceutical preparations, and small reactors 

for research in biology, 

In dealing with the next section of the paper, the Director«General called 

attention to the fact that, whereas the subjects just mentioned would be new activities,, 

those listed under the "Role and Responsibilities of VJHO" were by no means new, being 

functions already assigned to WHO by its Constitution« 

Finally^ in drawing attention to the order of priority for action by TWHO, he 

emphasized the fact that the highest priority was given by the experts he had consulted 

to the question of protection} this was, he felt, the most important, 

Dr, ШОНЕ conçllniented the Government of Japan on bringing the matter before the 

B o a r d , I n d r a f t i n g h i s own r e s o l u t i o n he had endeavoured t o g i v e due weight t o the 

points raised in the Japanese proposal, The resolution of the United Nations General 

AssemWy (document EB15/46, Annex B) invited WHO among other apeoialiied agencies 

to co-operate In the proposed conference^ and. cognizance vas taken in his draft 

resolution of the preparatory Advisory Committee. 
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An urgent matter, pointed' out in document EB15/76, Annex I , page 3, was that of 

planning the site of nuclear reactors so that they would be away from large centres 

and would not be a potential danger to the public. In that annex, the Director-General 

had asked that the first priority be given to proper health protection measures at a 

very early stage of planning. 

He read the draft resolution (see Annex to these minutues), stating that it had 

the support of Professor Parisot, Dr. Mackenzie, Dr. Al-Wahbi and Dr, du Pré Le Roux. 

The CHAIRMAN asked Mr. Tatsuke whether Dr, Mooreîs draft resolution was entirely 

in accordance with the sense of the resolution proposed by the Japanese Government, 

and whether he would therefore be prepared for the Board to proceed with its discussion 

on the basis bf Dr. Moorefs resolution, 

Mr. TATSUKE said he had no instructions from his Government on the matter but he 

believed it would agree with the opinions expressed in Dr, Moore's resolutions. It 

was his Government^ request that the Board should, if necessary, set up an expert 

committee, to study the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that there was no specific mention in the Japanese draft 

resolution of an expert committee. Having ascertained that the representative of 

japan was in agreement, he.opened discussion on Dr. MooreГs draft resolution. 

Professor PARISOT said the debate marked an extremely important stage in the 

technical evolution of the Organization. The Director-General had drawn a parallel 

between the possibilities opened up by atomic energy, and those of the newly discovered 
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antibiotics and insecticides. There was one difference however: the effects of the 

use of antibiotics and insecticides were essentially beneficial, whereas hitherto 

atomic energy had been chiefly used as a means of destruction. The recommendations 

of the United Nations for international co-operation on its peaceful uses were there-

fore all the more welcome 4 

The role of WHO in the matter was determined on the one hand by the knowledge of 

how atomic energy could be used in biology and medicine, and on the otherд by the aims 

and functions of the Organization as laid down in the Constitution• The Director-

General should be congratulated, on having understood the extent of his responsibility 

and on having taken the necessary measures with lucidity and speed. In so doing, he 

had given proof of his ability to rise above the daily preoccupations of a task already 

heavy and to open up for the Organization wide avenues of future development f 

In seeking the necessary advice, he had not been content with a purely documents 

ary study, nor with the advice of a single expert; but had brought to Geneva experts 

whose scientific knowledge and national responsibilities undoubtedly made them the 

best qualified consultants on the matter# He had thus been able to produce a clear 

and sound report, and to make a positive contribution to the deliberations of the 

advisory committee at present meeting in New York, 

Since international co-operation was part of the question it might be useful for 

him (Professor Parisot) to describe briefly the work accomplished in the country which 

had designated him to serve on the Board, For several years scientific research in 

France had been turned towards the problem. The Commissariat Général de lrEnergie 

Atomique included a special section for the application of atomic energy in biology 
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and medicine under the general scientific direction of the Director of the Institut 

National d1Hygiène. The research, which was carried out at the atomic plants^ and 

special biological laboratories (such as that recently established at the Pasteur 

Institut) by the services specializing in the use of radio isotopes in diagnosis and 

therapy (such as the Cancer Institute) and by certain services of the Paris hospitals身 

This research, originally on a national basis) was being decentralized, in order 

to enlarge the field of investigation and application• Certain medical faculties, 

e.g. the Faculty of Nancy participated in the work- Qualified experts had to be 

founds professor of biological physics^ present professor of biological chemistry夕 

after a specialized course in the United States, had been able to bring together a 

team of research workers e Modern laboratories for this type of research had been 

needed, and it had been his own task to assemble the necessary data for the construct 

tion and protection of such a laboratory^ the elimination of radio active waste) etc^ 

etc ” and he would have appreciated being able to turn to WHO for the documentatiox^ 

as well as for means of training the research workers e 

Careful study had been given to the important problem of protection. He cited 

as an example the work done by the Conseil Supérieur d'Hygiène Publique when a reactor 

was set up some years ago near Paris, A certain number of decrees and regulations 

laying down essential security rules had already been issued and others were in 

preparation^ 

He gave these details as an example of the interest which WHO1s entry into the 

field would arouse. The initiative of the Director-General, and the preliminary steps 

he had taken, deserved the Board^s unreserved approvals The Organization should 

proceed to extend the information it could give, co-ordinate national efforts, and 
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collate the results achieved for the benefit of those countries which had not yet 

undertaken research. WHO could best assert its usefulness and its high scientific 

value麵 

Dr, AZUMA said that he was gratified at the reception given to the Japanese 

proposal by the Board, and the incorporation of its substance in the draft resolution 

proposed by Dr, Moore» He expressed gratitude to the Director-General for the active 

and positive steps he had taken• 

In paragraph 5 of Dr» Moore^s draft resolution, the Directors-General was 

authorized to take appropriate measures to prepare WHO^s contribution to the work 

of the conference # He asked whether the Director-^General could say what measures 

he had in mind. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he was awaiting the results of the meetings now 

being held at the United Nations in New York, in order to have a clear idea of the 

next steps to be taken| those meetings might end in a few daysT time. 

The CHAIRMAN thought the Board unanimously and enthusiastically supported the 

resolution^ and agreed with the role that WHO must play as indicated in the preliminary 

note prepared by the Director-General# If the Board adopted Dr. Moore*s draft 

résolution^ he would request the Dire ct or .-General to inform the Standing Committee on 

Administration and Finance of any financial problems likely to arise between the 

present session of the Board and the Eighth World Health Assembly• The Standing 

Committee might) if it considered it desirable方 submit any budgetary problems to 

the Board for consideration, 
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Dr. VOLLENWEIDEB congratulated the Director-General, the Governments of Austria 

and Japan and others for the initiative taken in connexion with the use of atomic 

energy and the work already accomplished. 

Becommendations and instructions were urgently needed regarding the protection 

of those particularly exposed to radiation, e.g. medical personnel, hospital nurses 

and the staff of scientific laboratories, public transport and certain industries 

(e.g. watch-making in Switzerland). It should Ъе an immediate task of the Secretariat 

of WHO to collect the documentation already existing in the different public-health 

services of the Member States. The Service fédéral de l'Hygiène publique in 

Switzerland was just completing a Handbook of measures for protection against radiaticr 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL drew attention to document ЕВ15Д6，page 5，and document 

ЕВ15Д6 Corr.l reproducing the resolution of the Eighth General Conference of UNESCO 

on aid to scientific research. 

The CHAIBMAK thought the only action required was to note the resolution as part 

of the documentation on the stibject of atomic energy. It could Ъе assumed that the 

Director-General would Ъе in close touch with UNESCO and other specialized agencies, 

in accordance with paragraph 紅 of Dr. Moore's draft resolution. 

Decision: The Board unanimously adopted the draft resolution proposed by 
Dr. Moore on international co-operation in developing the peaceful uses of 

atomic energy. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked Mr. Tatsuke for attending the meeting and presenting the 

proposal of the Japanese Government, 
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2. EEPOET ON THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE EEGIONAL COMMITTEE FOE SOUTH-EAST ASIA： 

Item 6 .5 of the Agenda (Document EB15/17) 

The CHAIEMAN called on Dr. Mini, Regional Director for South-East Asia, to 

present the report of the Eegional Committee• 

Dr. MANI, Eegional Director for South-East Asia, said the Eegional Committee had 

met in New Delhi in September 195^- In addition to discussing the proposed programme 

and budget for 1956 it had had interesting disnr.ssions on other topics. He would 

explain in some further detail certain of the salient points in the Committee's 

report. 

In discussing the report of the Regional Director the Eegional Committee had 

laid great stress on the disproportion in expenditure on medical care and on public-

health services in the Region and requested the Regional Director to comraunicate with 

governments in that regard. It had also emphasized further help at the central and 

state level in the organization of administrative public-health services with a view 

to an improvement in the control and direction of the great variety of vork taking 

place in the Region. The question of industrial health services had been discussed. 

The governments, in an attempt to raise the standard of living， were making great 

efforts towards industrialization, and it vas feared that serious public-health 

errors might be made unless there was careful planning by those governments. In 

connexion vith the problem of housing and the flow of population from rural to urban 

areas^ there were great risks from tuberculosis, venereal disease, and other diseases 

in which the absence of environmental sanitation played a part. It vas hoped to 

call a further meeting of some of the interested parties to discuss the best way to 

assist countries in that natter. 
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In view of the inability of certain countries to test the many biological 

products now being imported, the Government of India had, on the initiative of the 

Regional Office, placed its facilities at the Research Institute in Kasauli at the 

disposal of all the countries of the Eegion. 

Other natters considered Ъу the Kegional Committee were dealt with in Part С 

of the report (pages 5-7) 

Medical education. With the help of four missions of medical scientists to 

India, Burma, Ceylon and Indonesia, a document had been prepared giving an analysis 

of the situation in the Begion. The Regional Committee had agreed that a con-

siderable reorganization and strengthening of the curriculum at present in use was 

necessary. More emphasis was also needed on the strengthening of the teaching 

staff. It v a s hoped to arrange for national study groups, as instructed by the 

Begional Committee, to encourage the countries themselves to study means for 

remedying the present situation, which was out of line with their real needs. 

Studies were already being oade by India and it was hoped to stimulate other countries. 

Environmental sanitation. The Board would be pleased to see that a considerable 

amount of activity had been initiated. He drew attention to the resolution on page 

17 of the report. With regard to the sub-paragraphs of that resolution: 

(a) surveys had already been nade in India, Burm and Ceylon； (b) one meeting had 

already taken place in Indiaj (c) two or three pilot projects were being started 

in collaboration with governments} (d) help v a s being sought from UNICEF for 

supplies for pilot projects. The negotiations were in a very early stage； it was 

hoped that they would be successful but it was likely that the supplies might come 

through a bilateral source； (e) such sections were already being established； 

(f) negotiations were being undertaken with governments regarding training programmes. 
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He felt that paragraph 2 of the resolution was the most important. It called upon 

Member States to give topmost priority to environmental sanitation not only in their 

national health budgets but also when making requests for outside aid. 

Community development and fundamental education. Numerous projects for com-

munity development were being carried out in the Region, focussed primarily on 

agriculture but also concerned with education, public health, cottage industries, etc. 

So far as public health was concerned， it had been the experience of the Begional 

Office that such community projects were extremely limited as regards health work, 

which was sometimes hardly visible. The Regional Office was trying to relate its 

own projects to community projects as far as possible. 

Consolidation of mass campaigns. An interesting discussion had taken place on 

the consolidation of mass campaigns. Extensive campaigns were being carried out in 

the Region in the fields of malaria (covering some 100 million people)} yaws, and 

BCG vaccination. Certain of the campaigns had reached a stage where it was felt that 

a beginning should Ъе made in handing the activities over to the general public-health 

services, and the Regional Committee had recommended that the development of rural 

health units should be encouraged. 

The Regional Committee had had a very interesting technical discussion on nursing 

needs as related to field projects. The recommendations on the subject were given 

on page 8. 

With regard to the programme and budget^ the adequacy and balance of the 1955 

programme was approved by the Begional Conmiitteê  vhich also went thoroughly into the 

1956 programme. That programme and the method of its development had already been 

discussed in the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance. 
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Considerable interest had Ъеэп taken in the question of.inter-country programmes, 

although those programmes were not perhaps so viclely developed in South-East Asia as 

in other regions. Mention was rnde on page 15 of three or four, inter-country 

activities proposed for 1956 - a rural health conference, a nursing seminar, the 

evaluation of some of the maternity and child health projects, and the provision 

of dental-health ©ozsultant. services to certain countries. 

Dr. АШАК said that he had with great interest i-ead the report and heard 

Dr. Mini's introduction of it to the Board. He congratulated the Regional Director 

on the good work his Office was doing, particularly in the mass campaigns. 

He referred to paragraph l in chapter Б of the report (page k) in which it was 

said that a disproportionately large percentage of national budgets was being spent 

on medical care institutions as compared with public-health activities such as 

sanitation and water supply. In this connexion it should Ъе noted that in several 
« 

countries the expenditure on sanitation and vater supply was not included in the 

public-health part of the budget. That fact should Ъе taken info account in order 

to see the natter in its proper perspective. He did not wish to suggest that enough 

was being done, but at least in most urbanized areas something was being done in 

regard to water supply, garbage disposal) etc. 

Paragraph 2 of the Eegional Committee's resolution SEA/EC7/EIO (page 1了〉 called 

•on Member States to give top priority to programmes in environmental sanitation. 

In parts of the South-East Asia Eegion 60-9.0 per cent, of the population were in rural 

and not in urbanized areas, the introduction of real sanitation work vas therefore 

very difficult. Much could Ъе done by health education of the public, with the 
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purpose of counteracting customs pernicious to health. Very simple methods could 

be introduced which would be very effective among rural populations, e.g. certain 

methods of purifying drinking water for village populations； they must be accom-

panied Ъу health education. 

Professor PARISOT congratulated the Begional Director on his report and on the 

work of the Eegional Office, He wished in particular to commend the form in which 

the report of the Eegional Committee was presented. Instead of being a mere summary 

of projects， it included a general statement of the various considerations which had 

governed the decisions of the Eegional Committee and conveyed the spirit in which 

their work had Ъееп carried out. This method of presentation helped the Board to 

understand and sympathize with the problems of the Regional Office, and he would 

like to suggest that other regional offices should report on the same lines. 

He would particularly draw attention to what was said on industrial health 

services, on social and preventive medicine, on the integration of clinical and pre-

clinical training, and on general co-ordination in the health, social welfare, and 

economic fields, which the Board and he himself had often stressed. The report 

also showed the way in which teams were to be developed which would be health temms 

in the true sense. 

Professor FEEEEIEA endorsed what Professor Parisot had said as regards the 

presentation of the report now before the Board. It was clear from that report how 

much attention was given in the Begion to modern methods. The countries of the 

Region understood the importance of modern methods, they understood in particular the 

importance of nursing work, possibly even better than some countries in more developed 

parts of the world. 
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Throughout, the report gave the impression that the work had been veil planned 

and well done. 

He particularly noted that the Eegional Committee expressed agreement (page 1 7 ) 

with the suggestion made by the Board that the subject of technical discussions in the 

Assembly in any year should be prepared by discussions at regional level. 

The CHAIRMAN was sure that Regional Committees would take into consideration 

vhat Professor Parisot had said as to the presentation of reports. All members of 

the Board appreciated the presence of Eegional Directors at their sessions. It was 

a sign that the Organization was reaching deeper and deeper into the field. 

Decision： The Board noted the report of the Eegional Committee for 

South-East Asia on its seventh session. 

3 . TUBERCULOSIS EESEAECH OFFICE, COPEHHAGEW： Item 2 .3 of the Agenda • 

(Resolutions WHA^.7, EB11.B27; Official Records No. 58， pp. 2b and 29; 

Documents EB15/51，EB15/77 Hev . lT ) ( cont inued ) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Director-General would reply to the question put by 

Dr. Mackenzie at the fourth meeting regarding the effect of postponing new commit, 

ments by TEO. 

The DIEECTOE-GENERAL said that he shared the concern expressed Ъу Dr. Mackenzie 

and some other members as to th need to find money to carry out some of the supple-

mentary programme contained in Annex b to Official Records No# 5 8 . But he must 

emphasize that there was no question of increases in the budget or In the personnel 
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of the Tuberculosis Research Office. There was rather some shifting of activity. 

The expenditure of the Office for the years 195^, 1955 and 1956 was shown on page 29 

of the Official Becords, No. 5 8 . I f to that were added the figures on page 31 for 

statutory staff costs and the due proportion of common services, the total expend!-

ture,of the Office for those three years was as follows: 195^，恭219，585j 

1955, $222,500； 1956, $220,500. 

In the discussion on the previous afternoon several members had clearly stated 

that it was necessary to analyse the work of the Tuberculosis Research Office. 

There had been some indication that the Board wanted the work to be concentrated on 

BCG-vaccination and evaluation and not extended to other matters. He had called 

the attention of the Board to some other questions， referred to in the memorandum 

from the Government of India (EB15/59) on research into tuberculosis, work on which， 

he had said, could Ъе done by the normal staff of Headquarters and the Begional 

Office. He had mentioned also that UNICEF was paying the expenses of the BCG 

assessment teams and that, following the Assembly resolution, he would have to try 

and meet that cost from the budget of WHO. The amount in question was $83,170 in 

195蜂 and $112,2^6 in 1955 (of which $^5,000 had not yet been approved Ъу the 

Executive Board of UNICEF). The figure for 1956 was not yet known as it depended 

on negotiations with UNICEF still in progress. 

It was not possible at the present stage to answer Dr. Mackenzie's question as 

to possible economies. With regard to the first item, the Board would note on 

page 29 of Official Becords No. 5 8 the evaluation studies under Group V at the foot 

of the page： this was a continuing activity in which the Organization vas committed 

to the Governments of Denmark and Finllnd, and in the circumstances it would not be 

possible to estimate economies until a discussion had taken place with those 

governments. 
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On the second item, trials on ambulatory treatment of tuberculosis patients 

with new drugs, he had at the previous meeting said that two projects were under 

consideration for India and East Pakistan, There was no legal commitment to the 

government of either country. But even so, it was difficult to estimate 

possible economies because these projects would not involve new posts. The idea 

was that the work should be done t¡y staff whose posts were at present shown for 

BOG vaccination and connected problems. 

It would not be possible to estimate the full effect of cuts in those two 

activities without a study of the whole future work of the Tuberculosis Research 

Office to see what adjustments could be made. In short, no one could at the 

present moment give an exact answer to Dr. Mackenzie's question. He would, in 

conclusion, repeat that these did not represent new activities planned ty the 

Organization. 

The CHB.IRMAN suggested that the Board might like to take into consideration 

also at this stage the document to which the Direotor-^General had referred» 

EB15/59, submitted by the Government of India in regard to research in tuberculosis. 

The Board might wish to refer this docvment to the Director-General and ask him 

to take it into account in connexion with the study suggested in Professor Ferreira1 s 

draft resolution (document EB15/77 Hev . l ) » 

In regard to the last paragraph of document EB15/59, he thought that it would 

not be proper for WHO to recommend to UNICEF that it should provide supplies for 

any particular project. His suggestion was that the Director-^îeneral should take 

the document into account, considering these questions therein as part of the whole 

joint work of WHO and UNICEF, 
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Professor PARISOT proposed an amendment to paragraph 1 (2) of Professor Ferreira's 

draft resolution。 He would suggest the omission of the words "as far as possible" 

and "tuberculosis", and the substitution for the first of these deletions of the words 

"under the same conditions as for the other activities"• 

Professor FERREIRâ accepted the amendment. 

Dr. MOORE said that his chief concern in regard to the Tuberculosis Research 

Office was the need to avoid duplication^ both with the work of national research 

programmes and with the work done a t the Geneva Headquarters« He had а1геаф- s t a t e d 

his views on the value of long-term studies, but5 with those reservations and on the 

understanding that the matter would be further considered in the coming financial 

discuss ions in the Board, he accepted the r e so lu t i on as amended. 

Dre LE ROUX asked whether in view of the explanation given by the Director-

General any substance remained in the third paragraph of the draft resolution 

proposed by Professor Ferreira. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that he understood the effect of paragraph 3 to be 

. « 

that the Tuberculosis Research Office should not embark upon new activities other 

than BCG vaccination and related studies. 

The CHAIRMM asked vh ether paragraph 3 would prevent studies on the use of 

antibiotics in the treatment of tuberculosis, if such "were planned. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that it would prevent the studies being carried 
� - • • _ « ‘ 

out through1the Tuberculosis Research Office, but it would still be possible to 

carry out the investigation as a normal service provided by the Organization, for 

the countries concerned through -the regional offices. 

Dr. VOLLENWEIDER said that he was prepared to acoept the resolution as amended. 

Decision: The Board adopted the resolution proposed by Professor Ferreira 

(document EB15/77 Revtl) as amended• 

Dr. TURBOTT recalled that consideration of the budget estimates for the 

Tuberculosis Research Office had been deferred by the Standing Committee until the 

question of policy had been decided in the full Board# The Director-General had 

said that paragraph 3 of the resolution just adopted would mean that the proposed study 

of the use of new drugs in the treatment of tuberculosis would be taken over in some 

other part of the budget. In that case unless the Standing Committee were asked to 

examine that study as part of the general budget, it would not be considered at all . 

. « . 

The CHAIRMâN suggested that the Standing Committee should be asked to examine 

the financial consequences of the resolution just passed in terms of the budget. 

He had not understood the Dire с tor-Gen eral to say that this subject would be taken 

up under the general programme but that ±£ the study was made it would Ъе done 

under the ordinaiy budget and within the normal regional planning. He thought, 

therefore, that the Standing Committee should proceed to consider it on those lines. 

It was so agreed. 
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4, INCLUSION OF A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ORGANIZED MEDICAL PROFESSION IN THE 

GOVERNMENTAL DELEGATIONS TO THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY (Communication from 

the World Medical Association) i Item 7 . 2 of the Agenda (Document EB15/30) 

The CHAIRMAN extended a welcome to Dr, Maystre^ the representative of the 

World Medical Association and asked the Deputy Directo3>-»General to introduce the 

document EB15/30. 

Dr. DOROILE, Deputy Directors-General^ said that the document was submitted 

to the Board by the Director-General in accordance with rule 3 ( i i i ) of the working 

principles governing the admission of noi>.governmental organizations into relations 

with WHO. The resolution addressed to the Director—General Ъу the Council of the 

World Medical Association related to a point which it would not be within tho power 

of the Director-General to determine and, therefore, under the rule just quoted., he 

referred it to the Board, 

In its resolution the World Medical Association suggested that the World 

Health Organization should propose to each Member Government that there should be 

included among its delegates to the World Health Assembly a representative of the 

organized medical profession of the country. He would call the attention of the 

Board to Article It of the Constitution which provided that each Member State 

should be represented ty nnot more than three delegates, one of whom should be 

designated Ъгу the member as chief delegate^. These delegates should be chosen from 

among persons most qualified by their technical competence in the field of heaTbh, 

preferably representing the national health administration of the Member". The B o a r d 

would note that the English text used in the first sentence the word "shall" and 
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in the second the word "should". The second sentence therefore constituted a 

recommendation to Member States and did not go beyond гecommendation» 

». 

Dr. MÂÏSTRE (World Medical Association) thanked the Ohairman for the opportunity 

to express the importance which the World Hedioal Association attached to its 

relations of six years' standing with WHO, and the collaboration it had achieved, in 

particular with the Executive Board and the Secretariat^ The Board did not need to 

be reminded of the extent of that collaboration» Each year representatives o£ 

the World Medical Association had expressed admiration of the work of the Organization 

and their wish to cooperate in i t . 

• The document before the Board called attention to a possible danger of 

dispersion of effort in the promoting of support in each country for the objectives 

of WHO} a task in which the World Medical Association^ with a total membership now 

of 800,000， had been asked to give the greatest possible support to WHO會 When the 

request of the Organization had been considered Ъу the Association it appeared to 

them there was some such danger and the Association had, therefore^ thought it wise 

to ask from ШЮ some collaboration which would enable it in turn to collaborate 

more fully» The danger they thought lay in increasing specialization^ This was 

now going so far that it was essential for unity and co-ordination to be maintained 

at some point, particularly at the international level. But the Association 

thought it advisable to call the attention of governments^ who alone were qualified 

to select their delegations, to the need to have such co-ordination at the national 

level also. 
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The CE/IIRMAN wished to clariiy one point• The second paragraph of the 

resolution might be understood to mean that WHO had suggested to the World Medical 

Association the establishment of supporting committees. That was not the case^ 

The suggestion had been made by voluntary groups organized in support of the 

United Nations and the World Health Organization, 

Dr# AlrWAHBI thought that^ with due respect to the World Medical Association 

and to the excellent work it had-beon doings the Board must sound a note of caution» 

It might prove dangerous to suggest to governments how they should form their 

delegations, quite apart from what was said on the subject in the Constitution* 

The Board should consider the question very carefully before taking aiçr action» 

Mr. BOUCHER, alternate to Dr, Mackenzie, associated himself with what 

Dr, Al^Tahbi had said. The Board could appreciate the spirit which had inspired 

the resolution 一 that the World Medical Association wished to give to WHO the 

greatest possible help the organized medical profession could provide _ but he 

thought it would find it difficult to make a recommendation to governments as to how 

they should exercise their discretion in appointing delegates to the World Health 

Assembly. The procedure prescribed in Article 11 was clear and it would be better 

to leave it without explanatory instructions» There seemed to him Indeed to be 

a slight conflict between the resolution and the text of Article 11夕 of which the 

last words were n prefer ably representing the national health administration of the 

Member111 nothing in the Article suggested that representatives of any organized 

profession should be included in the delegation. 
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The CHAIRMâN thought the Board was faced with a real constitutional difficulty. 

At the discussions at the International Health Conference on the drafting of the 

Constitution much attention had been given to the words "shall" and "should". It 

was made clear by the constitutional lawyers that no treaty of this kind could give 

instructions to governments. The most that could be done was to express a wish 
t . 

as to how the delegations, could be made up. 

Professor PARISOT said that the Board had always been whole-heartedly in favour 

of the co-operation of medical practitioners in social medicine and its development. 

He knew from his own experience the value of this co-operation, which called, however, 

for some orientation of medical students, and for a good understanding between the 

organized medical profession and the social services. The happy effects of 

co-operation between the World Medical Association and WHO had been well illustrated 

at the conference on medical education held in 1953 in London. 

For representatives of the organized medical profession to be'associated with 

delegations to the Health Assembly would have the advantage that such representatives 

would be well able to inform their own profession and to enlist its co-operation for 

WHO. Admittedly there were constitutional difficulties, but governments could 

perhaps include such representatives, as advisers for instance. Even i f the Board 

were not willing to make a formal recommendation, the idea was one which governments 

might wish to develop in order to improve the relationship of medical practitioners 

to social medicine, which could not but be of benefit to public health. 
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Dr. MOORE thought that there was a definite place, at least in some countries, 

f o r t h e i n c l u s i o n o f a c t i v e members of the profession in delegations to the Assembly. 

In his own country he had found many medical practitioners had little knowledge of . 

the work of WHO and he thought that this position would be improved i f some action 

were taken on the lines suggested. The Executive Board might wish merely to note 

the resolution and refer it to the Assembly. 

Mr. GQàTON, adviser to Dr. Le Roux, said that, speaking as a diplomat and not 

as a member of the medical profession, he thought the proposal gave rise to very 

grave objections. With the one exception of the International Labour Organisation, 

delegates to a governmental conference spoke on behali of their governments. It was 

open to any State to include in its delegation advisers representing the medical 

profession but he thought that it was not for the Board, and indeed not for the 

Assembly, to advise governments on this question. Another difficulty was that the 

adoption of the principle set out in the resolution before than might open the way to 

other professions. №irses, for example, seeing the representatives of the 

organized medical profession included in delegations, might press for the same 

privilege. Indeed he thought the whole question bristled with difficulties. 

Professor JETTMAR agreed with Dr, Al-¥ahbi on the need for caution. The 

organized medical profession dealt mainly with national professional problems and not 

with global questions. He agreed that i f the wishes of the World M e d i b a l Association 

were met, other professions would ask for similar concessions and the Assembly 

would become a large and complicated body. Did he understand the proposal of the World 
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Medical Association to be that the representative of the organized medical profession 

‘ should come as an additional delegate? That would lead to an increase in the size 

of delegations and add to the work at the Assembly. 

Dr . TURBOTT fully agreed with the objections raised. He pointed out that the 

two members who had spoken in support of the resolution came from large countries 

which were able to send large delegations to the Assembly. But the Board should 

consider also the case of the small countries which could send only one or two. I f 

the proposal before the Board were adopted i t might have the result of excluding 

the representative of the health administration because the organized medical 

profession could base a claim on the statement that the World Health Assembly itself 

wished to have representatives of the organized profession in its delegations. 

The work of the Organization might then develop a trend away from public -health 

and in the direction of curative medicine. He proposed, therefore, that the Board 

note the resolution and take no action on i t . 

Professor FERREIRA added that in some countries it was not at all easy to say 

what organization represented the medical profession. There were trade unions, 

medical academies and other forms of organization which sometimes quarrelled among 

themselves as to which was truly representative. He therefore supported the 

proposal made Ъу Dr. Turbott. The. Board of course deeply appreciated the co-operation 

given by the medical professionj but to go to governments and suggest that they 

should modify the composition of their delegations was a task for the World Medical 

Association itself , an organization strong enough and sufficiently widespread to 

be effective. 
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The CHAIRMAN said that the Board appeared to be discussing the merits of S O m e -

thüig which was constitutionally ^possible . He thought it was agreed that it would 

be improper for the Board to take action on the lines requested. If the Board Tvas 

of that option it might wish to consider a resolution on the following linest 

"3he Executive Board 

!U NOTES the resolution adopted by the Council of the World Medical Association 

suggesting that the World Health Organization should propose to each Member 

government that a representative of the organized medical profession should be 

included among its delegates to the V/orld Health Assembly; 

2 . BELIEVES that the responsibility in this matter rests entirely with 

皿
d e r é t i o l e 11 of the Constitution, and suggests that 

the World Medical Association may wish to bring its views to the notice of 

governments; 

l： 。 • 肪 the World Medical Association for its active interest in the work of 
the Organization and its fruitful collaboration." 0 Г к ° f 

Before the Board came to a decision on this resolution it mi^it wish to hear the 

representative of the World Federation of United Nations Associations, 

™ A L S ( W o r l d Federation of United Nations Associations) said that he had 

asked to speak on the question because of the reference in the document before the 

Board to the United Nations Association in different countries which were trying to 

get greater support for the United Nations. Such associations had found that it 脑 s 

easier to obtain support for the"World Health Organization among the general public 

than among the medical profession, Ihey were, therefore, anxious for any action 他 ich 

would make it easier to enlist the support of that profession. He asked that the 

Board should not discourage too strongly the proposal of the World Medical Association 

and should recogaize that the intention of the proposal i«as to ensure increasing 

support for Ш 0 . 



EEL5/Min/《 
page 31 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted with a small drafting change 

(the substitution of "recognizes" for "believes" in paragraph 2 ) , 

Ihe CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Ifeystre for his attendance and his explanation. He 

was sure the World Medical Association would understand the reason for the action 

taken by the Board and the friendly spirit in which it was done. 

The meeting rose at 5»40 p«m» 
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ANNEX 

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON INTERNiiTIOML CO-OPERATION IN DEVELOPING THE 

. PEACEFUL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY ’. 

submitted by Dr. Moore 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the resolution on‘international co-operation in 

developing the peaceful uses of atomic energy adopted by the General 

1 
Assembly of the United Nations at the Ninth Session which 

(a) noted that negotiations are in progress for the 

early establishment of an international atomic 

energy agency5 

(b) convened an international technical conference of 

governments on the peaceful uses of atomic energy to be 

held not later than August 1955, 

(c) established an advisory coinmittee to make plans for 

the international conference• 

Sharing in the interest and concern of the General Assembly of the 

United Nations in developing and expanding the peaceful application 

of atomic energy, in particular in the fields of biology, medicine, 

radiological protection and fundamental science； 

Agreeing with the General Assembly that these objectives can 

best be achieved through international co-operation; 

Recalling the responsibilities and functions of the Organization 

given to it by its Constitution as the directing and co-ordinating 

authority in international health work, responsible for promoting and 

1 Annex B, EKL5/46 
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eonducting research in the field of health and for promoting 

co-operation among scientific and professional groups which contribute 

to the advancement of health； 

Recognizing that the new scientific developments in the field, of 

atomic energy will undoubtedly deeply influence the programme of work of 

the Organization； 

Noting the invitation issued by the General Assembly to the 

specialized agencies, including ¥H0, to participate in the international 

conference； 

Noting the report submitted by the Director-General to the Executive 

Board on the developing responsibilities of WHO with regard to atomic 

energy in relation to medicine and public-healthj1 

I. 1. WELCOMES the invitation issued by the General Assembly； 

2 . ENDORSES the preliminary action taken by the Director-General 

as reported to the Board； 

3 . CONCURS in the statements on the role of WHO made in the preliminary 

note submitted by the Director-General to the Advisory Committee on the 

International Conference； 

4 . REQUESTS the Director-General to continue to co-operate with the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, with the Advisory Committee, and 

with the specialized agencies concerned, in preparations for the 

international conference； 

1 D o c u m e n t E B 1 5 A 6 
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5 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to take appropriate measures, 

in accordance with WHO constitutional responsibilities and financial 

procedures, to prepare WHO1s own contribution to the work of this 

conference; and 

6. RiQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Eighth World 

Health Assembly on the action taken with regard to the international 

conference 

I I • :U TAKES NOTE of the hope expressed by the General Assembly of 

the United Nations that an International Atomic Energy Agency-

be established without delay； 

2. CONSIDERS that, should such an agency be established, WHO 

should provida it with all possible co-operation and assistance 

in the field of healthy 

3# REQUESTS the Director-General to follow the developments in 

this matter with a view to ensuring appropriate co-operation 

between the proposed agency and WHO， due regard being paid to 

the constitutional responsibilities of WHO, and to report to the 

Eighth Assembly and to a future session of the Board, 


