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1.

REPORTS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES:

Item 2 . 7 of the Agenda (continued)

Joint FAQ/WHO Expert Committee on Nutrition:
(continued)""“

Fourth Report

(document EB15/19) 1

Professor PARISОТ emphasized the importance and interest of the report submitted
by the Joint FAO Ai HO Expert Committee on Nutrition.

Although it had no doubt been

prepared particularly for. use by those two organizations, he believed that it called
»

»

for careful study

»•

a l l persons holding a position of responsibility in health and

social welfare work.
Commenting on section 6，on the enrichment of dried skimmed milk with vitamins A
and D, he said that although that method might be beneficial in meeting certain
deficiencies existing in some areas^ and particularly in the under-developed countries,
the enrichment of milk by vitamins would, in a sense, transform it into a medicament5
in France, for instance, vitamin treatment was given only under medical direction•
Furthermore, it should be borne in mind that i f any vitamins were added which were not
compatible with the general requirements of a particular region, syndromes of hyper，
vitaminosis might result.

No doubt, however, the Joint Expert Committee had fully-

realized the difficulties which might arise from the generalization of such a method,
since it had very wisely shown what precautionary measures should be tajeen»

He

accordingly believed that the .proposal to enrich dried skimmed milk with vitamins A
and D should be considered only in certain cases.

Any generalization of the method

would have the added disadvantage of bringing about a possible decrease in the consraipti
of the milk provided, in particular under the Technical Assistance programme, for people
in under-developed countries。

Those remarks concerned only a point of detail and shoul

not in any way be taken as a criticism of the report•

1

To be published as ¥ld Hlth Org。 techn, Rep, Ser, 1955> 97
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The considerable portion ？»f the report devoted to education in nutrition was
of great practical value •

The question of a balanced diet was one which called for

increasing attention net only in the under-developed countries but also in those
countries which were considered highly developed.

The Joint Expert Camnittee had

therefore very soundly made a f u l l study of methods which could be used to
disseminate the necessary information among the general public.

In that connexion,

he wished to call particular attention to a point with which he was closely concerned
in his own work, namely, the fact that young mothers who had grown up during the
war lacked the general education in home economics and in ensuring a balanced
diet which had been given before the war years and subsequently.

.

！

..

. . .

»

•-

Accordingly,

considerable efforts were being made in his own region, through dieticians, to
instil such general principles.

In his own view, that point was one of the utmost

importance since a balanced diet was at the very basis of any logical work in health
protection.

Those principles were borne out in Annex 2 of the report, which showed

nutrition, food technology and home economics projects in the FAO Technical
Assistance programme.
•

.

*

He took the opportunity of paying particular tribute to the Director of the
Nutrition Division of FAO, Dr. Aykroyd, who was attending the present meeting and
whose work he had had an opportunity of appreciating in the past in connexion with
the health activities undertaken under the aegis of the League of Nations.
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Professor JETTMáR raised an editorial point with regard to the third sentence
of paragraph 2 on page 4 2 .
except . .

The sentence read, "Potassium iodide is not stable

but in view of the preceding text he wondered whether the sentence

should not read, "Potassium iodate is not stable except
Noting that the Joint Expert Committee had suggested that it would be useful
to have a monograph on endemic goitre, he called attention to the desirability of
consulting representatives of those countries where endemic goitre represented a
problem of great importance, namely, Switzerland, Austria and possibly China.

Dr. TOLLENWEIDER, commenting on section 7， "Additives to food", stressed the
value of the preliminary work done in that respect by WHO, and more recently by
the Joint Expert Committee.

The dangers inherent in the increasing use of

chemical additives to food were growing year by year and i t was the responsibility
of WHO to make a thorough study of the question with a view to effectively
combating such dangers.

He therefore strongly supported the recommendation made

i n that connexion by the Joint Expert Committee.

Furthermore, it would.be most

useful i f the Director-General could give the Board all the information at his
disposal on work already done and on plans to collect relevant infomation i n that
f i e l d for communication to Member

States so that duplication of work and the possibility

of contradictory recommendations could be avoided.

Full'co-ordination among the

various groups studying the question,- one of primary inçortance in world publichealth wofk both in the under-developed and the highly developed countries, was
essential.

D r . ANWAR commended the Joint Expert Committee on its valuable report, which
would provide much useful guidance, particularly for tiiose regions facing considerable

一
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nutritional problems.
was

In the area of the world from which he came,-the problem

essentially both-a question of shortage of food, from quantitative as well as

qualitative standpoints, and of the ignorance of the general public.

He was glad,

that those two urgent aspects of the matter had been fully recognized by the
Expert Committee and that positive measures for increasing the nutritional value
as well as the quantity of food, and also for education, were being planned by the
two organizations concerned.

Indeed, an impressive measure

been achieved between ¥H) and FAO.

of co-operation had

In addition to the activities of these two

organizations, i t was important to bear in mind the work being done by UNICEF and
the bilateral agencies,

A growing degree of co-operation in the sphere of

nutrition, among national authorities, was also being achieved.
he

In that connexion

called attention to the establishment of an inter-departmental' committee for food

development i n Indonesia；

he was sure that that body would derive great benefit

from the work carried out by the Joint Expert Committee.

Professor

ANDERSEN also wished to congratulate the Joint Expert Committee

on the excellent report it had prepared.

He f u l l y associated himself with the

remarks made by Dr. Vollenweider on the highly important question of food additives.
He would welcome information from the Director-General on the possibilities of
implement^g specific recoimnendations contained in the report, such as the proposal
that consideration be given to the calling of a conference of representatives of
existing groups working on food additives, to consider whether and to what extent
FAO and WHO might co-ordinate future international consultations, and the desirability
of setting up an expert committee for the purpose of laying down broad general ^
principles governing the use of food additives

一
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He agreed with the observations of Professor Parisot regarding the vitaminization
of milk_

He recalled that if considerable amounts of vitamin D were absorbed over a

long period of time, the system was to some extent poisoned；

the addition of vitamin D

to milk in certain countries, added to the amounts of the vitamin forthcoming £rom
certain foodstuffs, might in fact present that danger, since too high a level of
absorption could be reached P

Dr着 TURBOTT noted that the proposed budget estimates for 1956 did not make any
provision for a meeting of an expert committee on nutritional problems.

The problem

of food additives was in his view most important and called for a high priority in
nutritional work,

Consequently, he wondered whether the Board might not usefully

consider whether such provision should be included in the proposed budget estimates
for I 9 5 6 •

The problem of food additives affected every importing country and he

recalled that a certain measure of friction had resulted between his о ш

country and

certain United Kingdom manufacturers with regard to additives to tinned food produced
in the United Kingdom，which f e l l below New Zealand standards.

The matter was one on

which WHO could most usefully provide some guidance which he was sure would be
generally accepted and would lead to a reduction in friction of that type.
The study by an expert committee of the relationship of diet to degenerative
diseases would also be an important contribution to work in that f i e l d , although he
felt that food additives should be given priority at the present stage.

The study-

group on anthropometry recommended, in the report w u l d also be useful, but he" f e l t
that that was the least urgent of the subjects on Trfhich the report recommended further
study.
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Dr# AL-^WAHBI associáted himself with previous speakers in commending the report.
Many of the points he had wished to raise had already been made, in particular the
question of education in nutrition on which Professor Parisot had spoken.

Two

matters which, in his view, were : of the utmost importance in many countries were the
anaemias and nutrition and parasitism, which figured under section 2B (page 2 0 ) , and
he laid particular emphasis on the need for work on those problems«
He was particularly pleased to see that the Joint Expert Committee had given due
attention to the question of the supplementary feeding of Schoolchildren^ as was showl
by section 2 9 paragraph 15.

In many countries, close co-operation was being achieved

at the national level among the various authorities in the health, education and agricultural spheres on specific projects relating to schoolchildren.

The consideration!

that children should have a full diet was indeed at the basis of a l l health work.

Professor FERRE IRA said that the importance of the report had been fully attested^
by the interest shown and the comment to which it had given rise In %he Board•

He

appreciated that> particularly as the general principles enunciated were in keeping
with the position he had constantly held since he had first participated in tb^e
Organization 1 s activities,
He welcomed the reference made to progress in the study of protein malnutrition }
as well as of protein requirements；
and under-developed areas.

that work was of special importance in tropical

However, he felt that further detailed evidence was stil

required and that the entire problem of protein deficiency was a matter for priority
study by both FAO and WHO»

In contrast with the extensive studies undertaken in

respect of pellagra, the entire vast question of protein deficiency and protein
requirements had not been tackled with sufficient speed.
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Section 11 of the report—called attention—"to .the ppoblem
of food with its possible result of degenerative diseases.

That was a problem in

which WHO could give its assistance to highly-developed countries.

I t was thus

evident that, influenced by different factors, the highly-developed countries were in
the final, analysis affected by problems as serious as those concerning the underdeveloped areas.
He associated himself with the remarks made by Dr. Anwar on the particular value
of that part of the report dealing with education on nutrition.

Dr. MACKENZIE also paid tribute to the excellence of the report.
In replying to the point raised by Dr. Turbott concerning food additives, he
emphasized -that the United Kingdom was equally interested in the problem and, in that
connexion, he welcomed the provision included in the proposed budget estimates for
1956 for a consultant in nutrition.
The recommendations contained in the report were of such importance that he
wondered whether the Board might wish to consider each in turn and seek to establish
together with the Director-General, priorities among them according to the possiMLities
/

of ioplementation «

Dr. L3 ROUX said, that, coming as he did from a country where industrialization was
in its early stages, he would support Dr.: .Turbott as to the priority which should be
given to the question of food additives.
Reference had been made to the question of enrichment of & o d .

He thought it

would also be most useful i f the problem of subtractions, as practised in many highlydeveloped areas in respect of foodstuffs such as maize, for example, could also be
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taken

mto account.

The Board should consider the extent- to which WHO could study

the degree of purification of food, as sometimes subtractions had rendered foodstuffs
virtually worthless before they were made available to the public.
The report had referred particularly to dried skimmed milk.

There had been

interesting recent developments In the Union of South Africa with regard to tbe
flavouring of sterilized skimmed milk and. remarkable results had been achieved.

In

one city, consumption of milk in the form of flavoured skimmed milk had increased by
10 per cent, whereas it had decreased at the same time in other cities where such
milk was used in its ordinary form.

The introduction of flavoured skimmed milk in

bottle form had been greatly assisted by the publicity given to it Ъу its producers.
Nevertheless, it also raised certain problems, in that the quality of industrial milk
was

not perhaps always the same as that of milk for raw consumption.

Further, adverse

effects might even be noted on the milk industry in respect of ordinary raw milk.
It was most interesting to see that, as was shown in section 10, paragraph 2,
potassium iodate could be used for the iodi?ation of crude salt instead of potassium
iodide.

Furthermore, since the additional cost of Iodizing vith potassium iodate as

opposed to potassium iodide was minimal, the question was now purely one of distribution.
Dr.

S U ¿ E Z also expressed his warm appreciation of the interesting report under

consideration.

Calling attention to the reference under section 2, paragraph 5 5 ( c ) ,

to experiments conducted in Latin America on fish flour, he emphasized that one of the

most effective ways of influencing aiet was to improve the quality of bread, which was
a staple food throughout the world.
bread

In Latin America, in particular, the enrichment

with animal protein was considered to Ъе of the utmost importance and it was to

hoped that that aspect would Ъе taken into particular account by experts studying the
entire problem.
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Speaking from many years ! experience i n the f i e l d of public health, he f e l t that
the best way of improving diet was by means of joint regional programmes i n which close
co-operation was sustained between agricultural and health authorities•

That was

particularly the case i n Latin America i n general and i t would accordingly be desirable
i n that area of the world for public-health work i n nutrition to be undertaken as part
of overall programmes for

rural developments

Dr, U LAT considered that the interest which had been shown i n the subject of
nutrition was most gratifying.

I t was nevertheless essential to realize the consider-

able d i f f i c u l t i e s encountered i n efforts to induce the pèople, particularly i n underdeveloped countries, to evolve a balanced d i e t ;

i n his experience^ resistance came

from the middle classes as well as the rural people and the i l l i t e r a t e part of the
population»

In Burma efforts were at the present time being made to improve the

standard of health of the population by encouraging ‘them to eat undermilled r i c e ;
however, great d i f f i c u l t i e s had bean encountered for the year during which the programme
had been i n operation as people were disinclined to stop eating highly-polished rice，
which was mainly starch.

Free vitamins were also being allocated to mothers and

children•
A d i f f i c u l t situation would no doubt arise i n the future when the supplying of
skimmed and whole milk by UNICEF to certain countries in his region came to an end]
those supplies vere being considered as a purely temporary measure and there had been no
instruction on how to carry on a feeding programme of that type once the supplies were
stopped«

He believed that education of the general public was the опДу v a l i d method of

improving nutrition and that would necessarily be an extremely lengthy process.

He there-

fore found that part of the report which dealt with education to be extremely interesting

‘
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and he hoped that in the future some definite programmes could be developed to assist
in fighting malnutrition.
The

CHAIRMAN suggested that, in view of the great interest shown by the Board in

the report, a record of the discussions should be transmitted to the members of the
joint Expert Committee.
Dr. SWDTER, Assistant Director-General, Department of Advisory Services, said that
the wording of the third sentence of paragraph 2 on page 忆
had

d r awn

attention, was in fact correct.

to which Professor Jettmar

The purpose of the sentence was to show that

potassium iodide had drawbacks as an agent for iodizing salt.
He added that all the remarks which had been made on various aspects of the report
would receive careful attention.
The

DIRECTOR-GENERAL was very grateful for the comments made on the report and

welcomed the suggestion that a record of the discussions should be transmitted to
members of the Joint Expert Committee.
He drew attention to the fact that none of the suggestions contained in the report
had

been included in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1956, as the report

had been received after the рго8гашше and budget volume had been despatched for printing.
Nevertheless, шалу of the points covered by the study of the Joint Expert C o ^ i t t e e were
connected with activities already undertaken by the Organization.

In respect of

protein malnutrition, WHO was making every possible effort to co-operate with and assist
institutions dealing with that problem, such as the Institute of Nutrition of Central
America and Panama, the British Medical Research Council<ïor a study in Kampala) and the
Indian Council for Medical Research.

WHO was seeking to obtain fuller information

from different regions in the world and thus help to establish some common views on
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the question.

In respect of additivos of food, he recalled the adoption at its

thirteenth session by the Board of resolution EB13.R47, on the standardization of
laboratory tests of foods.

The Section of Health Laboratory Methods would accordingly

now give advice to governments on problems connected with food additives, in
implementation of that resolution.

Information on relevant legislation was also

being collected in close co-operation with FAO.

No provision was included in the

proposed programme and budget estimates for 1956 in respect of the recommendation to
convene a conference on food additives, to which D r . Turbott had earlier referred, and
the Executive Board might wish at the appropriate stage to include provision for that
purpose.

The CHAIRMAN recalled that one of the points on which the Standing Committee on
Administration and Finance had requested guidance from the Executive Board had been the
extent to which the Organization should have an active nutrition programme in 1956.
No doubt the Chairman of the Standing Committee would later wish to raise that
particular question, in conjunction with other matters on i^ich the Standing Committee
had requested specific advice, in the context of the Standing Committee's report.
He invited the representative of FAO to make any further conments he wished in
the light of the discussion which had taken place.

D r . AYKROYD (Food and Agriculture Organization) expressed his great pleasure at
the interest shovm in the report of the Joint Expert Committee and said he would transmit a f u l l account of the discussions to his Director-General.

He also welcomed the

suggestion that a record of the proceedings should be transmitted to the members of
the Joint Expert Committee themselves.

He gave an assurance of FAO's readiness to

participate to the f u l l extent of‘its possibilities in the implementation of the

-í>9 -
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recommendations of the Joint Expert Committee with respect, for
,

'• *

convening of s t _

instance, to the

-

groups 0

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration of
ths Boards
The Executive Board)
1.

NOTES the fourth report of the Joint FAQ/WHO Expert Committee on Nutritions

2.

THANKS the members of the Committee for their work,-

3.

EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Food and Agriculture Organization for

its excellent collaboration；
4.

DRAWS the attention of tb.e governments and of the Dire с tor-General to

relevant recommendations contained in the report；
5.

REQUESTS that a record of the discussions on this subject be transmitted

to the members of the Joint Expert Committee ； and further
6.

REQUESTS the Director-General, in collaboration with the Director-General

of the Food and Agricult'ore Organisation, to convene, subject to availability
of funds, a conference of representatives of national committees or similar
groups now working on food additives, together with representatives of intergovernmerxtil or non-governmental groups concerned with the subject, and
7.

AUTHORIZES publication of the report.

Decision;

Joint FAQ/WHO

Dr

The draft resolution was adopted.

(See resolution EB15.R12)

First Report (document EB15/47) 1

. I30R0LLE, D e p u ^ Directo-Cfeneral, apologized for the fact that owing to

short time available the French text of tho first report of the Joint FAO/ШО

ЕхреП

Committee on Meat Hygiene (document EB15/47) had not yet been properly revised on

1

то be published as W l d j l t h Org。techn. Rep» Ser. 1955, 99
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technical points.

That was to be done by Professor H, Drieux of the Alfort Veterinary-

School (France), the consultant who had attended the session of
Committee.

the Joint Expert

A similar consideration applied to the French text of the f i f t h report

of the Expert Coinmittee on Insecticides.

Dr. SUTTER, drawing attention to some of the salient points in the report,

said

that in the first place it recommended the establishment of more uniform methods of
investigating and reporting food-poisoning outbreaks.
diversity of methods existed throughout the world.
had laid domi

At the present time, a great

Further, the Joint E^>ert Coirmiittee

certain fundamental principios for abattoir construction and hygiene,

which were suitable both for developed and under-developed countries.

There was a

great need among the latter for instruction on the building and. operation of
inexpensive yet adequate abattoirs suitable for rural needs «г Specific recommendations
to that end had been included both in the text of the report and in the annexes •
'Moreover, the consultants who had served on the Joint Expert Committee had been able
to suggest ways of remedying existing wrong practices in abattoir management and lygiene•
Great differences existed throughout the world in the theory and practice of meat
inspection at the slaughter-house and in methods for the subsequent handling of meat.
Appropriate recommendations had been made on these points^ the aim being to conserve
the maximum amount of meat consistent with the minimum requirements of public safety.
Detailed re commendations on laboratory services in meat hygiene and on laboratory
methods to be used were included in the report.

In that connexion, he recalled that

routine laboratoiy examination of meat was a relatively recent development in maiy
countries and that guidance was therefore needed on the further development of such
services•

The controversial problem of the hygiene and health of meat-handlers had

also been dealt with, since in many countries, particularly in the under-developed
areas, the control of food-handling staff was ineffective.

EB15/Min/3 Rev.l

Many e ^ l i c i t technical recommendations would be contained in： annexes to the
report (listed on page 32) ;

these would include various charts and d i a g r a m

As the

meeting of the Joint E ^ e r t Committee had taken p l a c e 。 吻 in December 1954, the
annexes vere.still in course of preparation but would appear in the final published
document •

The CHAIRMAN asked A e t h e r the annexes were available for consultation, and was
informed that they were..

. D r . aykroYD said that FAO followed vith close interest any studies which might
result in increasing the supplies of good quality meat - a food vhich was so badly
needed in many countries to augment the protein diet.

The Joint FAO/ШО Expert

Conunittee on Meat Hygiene vas another instance of the close collaboration between the
organizations；

two

and

,

m

number

in 1952 they had arranged a joint seminar on zoonoses at Vienna

1954, another on meat hygiene for European countries, at Copenhagen.

A

of requests had been received for technical assistance on meat hygiene and the

experts recruited for the vork had been jointly briefed by FAO and Ш 0 to ensure that
the aims and interests of both agencies were covered in field assignments.

Dr

wished

on

.

Ж

welcomed the close collaboration maintained between FÀO and VfflD.

to point out, kowever, that in ш ц , countries, including Indonesia,

meat

hygiene and their enforcement

regulations

f e l l e n t i r e ^ «ithin the jurisdiction of the

Ministry of Agriculture and i t s veterinaxy' services 触
Health.

He

not of the Ministry of Public

In Indonesia control of food markets and restaurants was carried out by the

public-health authorities;

they had no responsibility, however, for milk hygiene.

一
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Decision:
The Board adopted a resolution noting the f i r s t report
of.the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Meat Ify-giene, thanking
the members of the Expert Committee for their work and FAG for its
collaboration, and authorizing publication of the report.
(See
resolution EB15.R13)

Joint IXD/VJHO Committee on the Hygiene of Seafarers:
E
B
1
5
/
1
1

)

Second Report (document
丄
‘

Dr. SUTTER said that the Joint Committee had held i t s second session i n
A p r i l 1954.

Its agenda was reproduced on page 4 of the report.

Item 1 had been

prepared by the International Labour Office and the ottier three items by Ш 0 .
The Joint Committee had concluded that in general existing f a c i l i t i e s

for

medical advice by radio to ships at sea were satisfactory, but it had decided
that medical advice by radio should be available at any time of the d^r or night
and that it should, where necessary 3

include advice by a specialist.

I t had

stressed the importance of one person on board, ship understanding the kind of
information required by the doctor giving advico, and the need for instruction
of sea-going persons and for medical guides indicating clearly the type of
information which the doctor might require.

1

To be published as Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. Ser. 1955,

93.
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With regard to tuberculosis, the Joint Committee had recommended that new
entrants to the Merchant Na^y should be examined and that everything should be done
t 0

p a v e n t their going to sea until the tests had proved negative.

I t had suggested

that periodic re-examination should be encouraged by a continuing campaign of health
education and that careful attention should be given to the rehabilitation of seafarers suffering from tuberculosis so as to enable them, where appropriate,

to

return to the sea and, if not, to be f i t t e d for other employment.
The

Joint Coimnittee had drawn up a l i s t of minimum requirements for medicine

chests on board those ships which carried no doctor, so as to enable the Master to
treat minor illnesses on his ovn initiative or to administer nedicaments normally
only administered by physicians,
radio.

after r e c e i v ^ g medical advice and instructions by

The.Committee had based its l i s t on the International Pharmacopoeia.

After discussing the report on the prevention and treatment of venereal disease,
the Committee had recommended that the attention of governments m i 斜 be drawn to
one of the methods of treatment which would contribute to the control of the disease,
namely, epidemiological contact tracing and treatment of infected contacts.

Professor PiJIISOT said that the report was another proof of the excellent
collaboration between Ш 0 and other specialized agencies.
on tuberculosis, he said that examination

W as

Referring to the section

certainly an obvious means of

prevention, but the question of rehabilitation was also of great importance.

Perhaps

all the intricate problems of rehabilitating seafarers or fitting them for other
ei^loyment might be examined within the general iramevork of the s t _

carried out by

the Secretariat in conjunction with the International Labour Organisation on the
rehabilitation of the physically handicapped.
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Eo

believed, that the question of medical clinics in ports, which the Committee

had rightly raised, should be considered as a question of medico-social centres on
the lines а1геаф- laid dowi

by WHO in other reports.

Such centres would make i t

possible to provide proper medical care for seafarers and to take speedy measures
against infectious diseases.

Dr. SUTTER said that the Director-General had received a letter from the
Director-General of the International Labour Office dated 3 December 1954,

stating

that the Governing Body had considered, and taken note of the report and that it had
authorized its communication to Member States after the Executive Board of WHO
authorized its publication.
Replying to Professor Parisot, he said, that no specific work on rehabilitation
had. been undertaken, but an expert panel on the subject had been created and. it was
possible that preliminary studies could be made through that medium.

The problem

of medical clinics in ports was to be considered, at the next seesion of the Joint
Committee.

Professor PARISOT said that he had raised the question of the rehabilitation of
seafarers who had suffered from tuberculosis only because he felt that it should form
part of the general stuc^r on rehabilitation.

He was fully satisfied with Dr. Sutter's

reply.

Decision:
The Board adopted a resolution noting the second report of the
Joint 工Ю/ШЮ Committee on the Hygiene of Seafarers, thanking the members
of the Committee fcr their work and the International Labour Organieation
ior its co-operation, and authorizing publication of the report.
(See
résolutipn EB15.R14)
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Expert Ccimiiittee on Insecticides:

Fifth Report (document EB15/60)

Dr, SUTTER said that the Expert Committee on Insecticides had met i n September
1 9 5 4 i n Venezuela and had dealt with the chemistry of insecticides and pesticides
having a bearing on public-health problems.

Thé report was the result of two years f

preparatory work with the help of research institutes in numerous countries.

Certain

tentative specifications established in the previous report in 1951 had been reviewed
and had where necessaiy been amended in the light of experience and experiment.
had now been raised to the status of f u l l specifications.

These

In addition, new tentative

specifications had been established for dusting powders and a wide range of pesticides and auxiliary chemicals.

The Committee's recommendations were to be found i n

section 9 of the report.

The CHAIRMAN observed that the report was a notable example cf international
co-operation and. of the magnificent assistance extended to WHO by experts and
research establishment s .

Professor FERREIRA， referring to section 5 (page 74) asked why the Committee
had made no reeômmendation on the important subject of the sorption of insecticides
• •
.
in mud-wall surfaces.
I n most malaria-ridden areas mud-houses were the commonest
form of dwelling and present spraying methods were tending to increase the resistance
of the anopheles mosquito to insecticides.

Contemporary research on insecticides was

revolutionizing malariology and any factor of primaiy importance must be fully examined

The CHA.IHMAN said that he would be interested to learn, what plans had been
-made for carrying out the Committee's recommendations.
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Dr. SUTTER said that nearly a l l the recommendations listed in section 9 of the
report formed part of the continuing work of the Expert Advisory Panel on Insecticides
and would be implemented, within one or two years.
The problem referred to by Professor Ferreira was at present being studied by
the Malaria Section and several experiments were in progress but no definite
results had yet emerged.

Professor FERREIRA said that he was aware that the question of sorption of
insecticides in mud-wall surfaces was being studied in several ccuntries, but that
did not answer his question as to why the Committee had made no recommendation on
the subject, though clearly recognizing its importance.

The CHAIRMâN said that the Director-General would midoubtedly bear in mind the
importance attached by the Executive Board to the question raised by Professor Ferreira.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed the Chairman's statement and said that the
recommendations i n section 9 of the Committee's report related to the future work
of the Expert Advisory Panel on Insecticides and Ш 0 .

Decision: The Board adopted a resolution, noting the fifth report of the
Expert Committee on Insecticides, thanking the members of the Committee for
their work, and. authorizing publication of the report.
(See resolution
EB15.R15)

2.

REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVISOffif P/iNELS ^ND COMMITTEES:
the Agenda (Document EB15/48)

Item 2 . 8 of

The DIRECTOR-GENER/a said that docujuent EB15/48 was submitted to the Board i n
accordance with rule 4 . 1 of the Regulations for Expert Advisoiy Panels and Committees.

一
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The only new development he had to report was that the Expert

Advisoiy Panel on Social

and Occupational Health had been sub-divided into four new panels as i t was felt that
the time had come to set up separate panels to cover its multifarious activities.

The СНА1ШШ observed that there were now thirty-three panels in a l l .

Professor PARISOT, referring to one of the new panels, asked what precisely was
meant by the "organisation of medical care".

Was it private or public m e d i a l care?

He inquired whether any provision had been made to cover hospital problems, with
which WHO was becoming more and more concerned, as was shown by some of

the items to

be considered by the Board at its present session and in particular the veiy important
proposal by India.

He wondered therefore whether the Secretariat might -not., consider

the advantages of establishing an e ^ e r t advisoiy panel on hospital problems.
>

>

‘

The DIRECTOR—GENERAXi replied, that at the present timé questions : of hospital
administration were to be dealt with by the Expert Advisoiy Panel on Organization of
Medical Care.

Undoubtedly several sub-divisions would have to be created later.

In

the meantime the first step' had been taken in replacing the Expert Advisoiy Panel
on Social and Occupational Health by four new ones.
Dr. SUÍREZ fully agreed with Professor Parisot.

At present the relations which

should exist between public health ajid social security services were so important
that perhaps they

could not be fitted in under the single heading of general health

administration.

I t might therefore b? preferable for a joint advisory panel to deal

with either health centres or with hospital care in conjunction with.public health.
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The CHAIRMAN observed that the new advisory panels appeared to be very small,
whereas others such as, for example， the Expert Advisory Panel on Venereal Infections
and Treponematoses^ were large.

Yet there was far more likelihood of divergent views

in a panel dealing with the organization of medical care than in one dealing with a
more narrowly technical f i e l d •

He would therefore have thought that i t would be

appropriate for the former to have a larger and more representative membership.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the Chairman was perfectly correct but that the
new panels had been formed from the original Expert Advisory Panel on Social and
Occupational Health.

Their membership would of course be increased

Decision:
The Board noted the report of the Director -General on appointments
to expert advisory panels and committees^
(See resolution EB15 »R16)

3.

POLIOMYELITIS RESEARCH:
Item 2 . 2 of the Agenda (Resolutions EB13.R6 and
EB14.R1;
Document EB15/28)

Dr. SUTTER said that document EB15/28 was presented in response to resolution
EB14 # R1 #

He had to report to the Board the present position ab#ut the designation

of WHO poliorrgrelitis regional centres.
For Africa, the South African Institute for Medical Research i n Johannesburg
had declared i t s willingness to do the work and the Government!s decision was promised
by the end of January.
(Professor Ц

For America,' the Yale University School of Medicine

Paul) had been designated.

For Europe, the Laboratory under

Professor Lépine of the Institut Pasteur was prepared to do the work, and the .
Government1 s reply was awaited.

For the Eastern Mediterranean^

the Virus Laboratory

(Dr» Bernkopf), riebrew University, Jerusalem, had been designated.

For South-East

Asia, the appointment had been accepted i n principle by the Indian Medical Research
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Council for Dr. Gharpure, Polio Unit, Grant Medical College, Bombay, but the labora t o ^ needed upgrading before a formal designation could be made.

As far as the

Western Pacific was concerned, the Australian Govermient was unable to accept the
designation of the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories in Victoria owing to reorganization
and rebuilding, but it would co-operate later.

Consideration was being given to

Dr, Kitaoka of the National Institutes of Health in Japan and to Dr. Hasegawa and
Dr

. Endo of the Institute for Infectious Diseases) University of Tokio.

An

appointment would be made later in the year.
The

study

on the incidence of polioir^elitis was to be published in the Bulletin

of the World Health Organization for March 1955 and the monograph on polionyelitis
was

now in the hands of the printers and would be out shortly.

.

Dr. MACKENZIE said that the paper was an extremely interesting one and followed
an excellent report by the Expert Committee which had been widely used and was of
great value.
Referring to section 1，sub-paragraph ( a ) , he asked

the work had been

limited to the isolation of virus from stools when it also occurred in the
oropharynx and the blood.
In

view

of drafting,

of the importance of the paper he also wished to bring up two points
First he believed that some other expression than "epidemiological

information" was required in section 2 , since other viruses than polio viruses were
being dealt with.

He would therefore suggest that the heading of section 2 should

read "Distribution of polio viruses and other similar viruses".
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Finally he suggested that it was difficult to relate the importance of improved
reporting of

clinical disease with the distribution of similar viruses.

He therefore

suggested that the third sentence in section 2 should be amended by placing a fullstop after the words "can be drawn" and substituting the words "Emphasis should also
be laid on" for the words "and emphasizes".

Professor JETTMAR welcomed the fact that other viruses responsible for clinical
diseases similar to those caused by poliomyelitis viruses were to be studied^
these were presenting an increasingly important problem.

He emphasized that the

group of arthropod-borne virus-encephalitides had become very
number of countries•

since

important in quite a

Thus, for instance, a monograph on the Far Eastern spring-

summer tick encephalitis had recently been published in the Soviet Union.

The

importance of that disease in Siberia and the Far East was underlined by the fact
that the monograph in question had run to 60,000 copies•

I n Central Europe a similar

virus, formerly confused, with poliorryelitis - the so-called Central European virus
encephaloiryelitis - had been encountered and in Austria alone in 1954 there had been
300 clinically established cases•
been far higher.

He felt sure, however, that the real number had

He hoped that an appendix to the monograph would, be devoted to such

viruses.

Dr.

SUTTER said in reply to the first point raised by Dr. Mackenzie that it had

been proposed to isolate viruses from stools only because there was more and more
evidence that other viruses than laboratoiy-proven polio viruses had been isolated
from stools of patients with a clinical diagnosis of paralytic and non-paralytic
poliomyelitis.

He also wished to thank Dr. Mackenzie for his other remarks；

suggestions would be implemented.

his

一

71 EB15/Min/3 Rev.l

Decision:

4#

The Board noted the report.

(See resolution EB15.R17)

REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF 1HE BOARD AT THE SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLÏ:
Item 1 . 4 of the Agenda (Document E B 1 5 / 7 3 ) 1

Dr, MACKENZIE, presenting the report by the representatives of the Board at the
Seventh World Health Assembly, drew attention to the recommendation that a complete
and detailed record of the review of the proposed, programme and budget estimates

by

the Board, including the examination made by its Standing Committee, should be transmitted to the Health Assembly.

In both main committees of the Health Assembly there

had been a good deal of discussion on the need for a closer examination of the budget
by the Boar<J, and much of it he thought had been due to t h s absence of detailed
documents showing the amount of work that the Board had in fact done in that connexion.

Decision:
The Board noted the report of its representatives at the
Seventh World Health Assembty, and expressed appreciation to them.
(See resolution EB15.R71)

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Board for the tribute and said that Dr. Mackenzie and
he had regarded i t as an honour and a privilege to have represented the Board at
the Assenibly.

5.

ENVIRONMENTAL SMITATION:

Item 2 . 5 of the Agenda (Document EB15/42)

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that document EB15/42, which had been prepared, in
pursuance of resolution EB14.R21, reported on the action taken by the DirectorGeneral and the Regional Committee.

1

Reproduced as Annex 17 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 60.
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D r . TURBOTT said that he was interested in the report on how the Organization
was striving to stimulate environmental sanitation programmes, but he wondered
whether the remedies listed under sub-paragraphs (d) and (e) on page 4, taken in
conjunction with the section on financing (first paragraph, final sentence), might
not also include action by WHO to arouse governments to the iu^ortance of environmental sanitation in the battle against disease.

He believed that persistent

pressure by an international organization would be far more effective than anything
which a national health administration could ho.pe to achieve.
He would be interested to know precisely what had been done in those regional
committees which had gone on record as having noted the resolution on environmental
sanitation presented to them.

The meeting rose at 1 2 . 3 0 p.m.
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REPORTS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES:

Item 2 . 7 of the Agenda (continued)

Joint FAQ/WHO Expert Committee on Nutrition;
(continued)

Fourth Report (Document EB15/19)

Professor PARISOT emphasized the importance and interest of the report
submitted by the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Corranittee on Nutrition.

Although i t had no

doubt been prepared particularly for use by both of those organizations^ he believed
that i t called for careful study by a l l persons holding a position of

responsibility

in health and social welfare work.
Commenting on section 6 , on the enrichment of dried skiiraned milk with
vitamins A and D , he said that although that method might be beneficial in meeting
certain deficiencies existing in some areas^ and particularly in the under-developed
countries, the enrichment of milk by vitamins would, in a sense, transform it into
a medicament y

in France, for instance, vitamin treatment was given only under

medical direction.

Furthermore, it should be borne in mind that i f any vitamins

were added which were not compatible with the general requirements of a particular
region, syndromes of hyper-vitaminosis might result.

No doubt, however, the Joint

Expert Committee had fully realized the difficulties which might arise from the
generalization of such a method^ since it had very wisely shown what precautionary
measures should be taken.

He would therefore favour the consideration of such a

proposal to enrich dried skimmed milk with vitamins A and D only in certain welldefined cases•

Moreoverд any generalization of the method would have the added

disadvantage of bringing about a possible decrease in the consumption of the milk
provided， in particular under the Technical Assistance programme, for people in
under-developed covmtries.

Those remarks concerned only a point of detail and

should not in any way be taken as a criticism of the report.
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The considerable portion of the report devoted to education i n nutrition was
of great practical value.

The question of a balanced diet was one vjhich called for

increasing attention not only i n the under-developed countries but also in those
countries which were considered highly developed.

The Joint Expert Committee had

therefore very soundly made a f u l l study of methods which could be used to
disseminate the necessary information among the general public.
hQ

I n that connexion

wished to call particular attention to a point with which he was closely concerned

i n his own work, namely, the fact that young mothers, who had grown up during the
war, lacked the general education i n home economics and i n ensuring a balanced
diet which had been given before the war years and subsequently.

Accordingly,

considerable efforts were being m d e 1л b i s own region, through dieticians, to
i n s t i l such general principles.

I n his owi view, that point was one of the utmost

importance since a balanced diet was at the very basis of any logical work i n health
protection.

Those principles were borne out i n Annex 2 of the report, which showed

nutrition, food techno3.ogy and home economics projects i n the FAO Technical
Assistance programme.
He took the opportunity of paying particular tribute to the Director of the
Nutrition Division of FAO, Dr- Aykroyd, who was attending the present meeting, and
whose work he had had an opportunity of appreciating i n the past in connexion with
the health activities undertaken under the aegis of the League of Nations„
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Professor JETTMAR raised an editorial point with regard to the
of paragraph 2 on page 4 2 .
except .

•

third sentence

The sentence read, "Potassium iodide is not stable

but in view of the preceding text he wondered whether the sentence

should not read, "Potassium iodate is not stable except • • .11 •
Noting that the Joint Expert Committee had suggested that it would be useful
to have a monograph on endemic goitre, he called attention to the desirability of
consulting representatives of those countries where endemic goitre represented a
problem of great importance, namely, Switzerland, Austria and possibly China.

Dr» VOLLENWEIDER, commenting on section 1 � "Additives to food", stressed the
value of the preliminary work done in that respect by WHO, and more recently by
the Joint Expert Committee•

The dangers inherent in the increasing use of

chemical additives to food were growing year by year and i t was the responsibility
of WHO to make a thorough study of the question with a view to effectively
combating such dangers•

He therefore strongly supported the recommendation made

i n that connexion by the Joint Expert Committee.

Furthermore, it would be most

useful i f the Director-General could give the Board all the information at his
disposal on work already done and on plans to collect relevant information i n that
f i e l d for communication to Member

States so that duplication of work and the possibility

of contradictory recoinmendations could be avoided.

Full co-ordination among the

various groups studying the question, one of primary importance in world publichealth work both in the mider-developed and the highly developed countries, was
essential.

D r . ANWAR cominsnded the Joint Expert Committee on its valuable report, which
would provide much useful guidance, particularly for those regions facing considerable
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nutritional problems.

In the area of

the world from т-riiich he came, the problem

was essentially both a question of shortage of food, from quantitative as well as
qualitative standpoints, and of the ignorance of the general public.

He was glad

that those two urgent aspects of the matter had been fully recognized by the
Expert Coiranittee and that positive measures both for the increase in the nutritional
value as well as the quantity of food, and also for education, were being planned
by the two organizations concerned.

Indeed, an impressive measure of

co-operation had been achieved between WHO and FAO.

In addition to those

activities, it was also important to bear in mind the work done by UNICEF and the
bilateral agencies.

A growing degree of co-operation in the sphere of nutrition,

among national authorities, was also being achieved to an increasing extent-

In

that connexion he called attention to ths establishment of an inter-departmental
coiranittee for food development in his own country； ho was sure that that body
would derive great benefit from the work carried out by the Joint Expert Committee.

Professor ANDERSEN also wished to congratulate the Joint Expert Committee
on the excellent report it had prepared.

He fully associated himself with the

remarks made by Dr. Vollenweider on the highly important question of food additives.
He would welcome information from the Director-General on the possibilities of
implementing specific recommendations contained in the report, such as the proposal
that consideration be given to the calling of a conference of representatives of
existing groups working on food additives, to consider whether and to what extent
the two organizations might co-ordinate future international consultations, and the
desirability of setting up an export committGe for the purpose of laying down broad
general principles governing the use of food additives.
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He agreed with the observations of Professor Parisot regarding the vitaminization
of milk.

He recalled that i f considerable amounts of vitamin D were to be absorbed

over a long period of time, the system was to some extent poisoned and the addition
of vitamin D to milk in certain countries might in fact present that danger since
vitamin D would be forthcoming from different foodstuffs and too high a level of
absorption would be reached.

Dr. TURBOTT noted that the proposed budget estimates for 3,956 did not make any
provision for a meeting of an expert committee on nutritional problems.

The problem

of food additives was in his view most important and called for a high priority in
nutritional work.

Consequently, he wondered whether the Board should not usefully

consider whether such provision should be included in the proposed budget estimates
for 1956.

The problem of food additives affected every importing country and he

recalled that a certain measure of friction had resulted between his own country and
certain United Kingdom manufacturers with regard to additives to tinned food produced
in the United Kingdom, which fell below New Zealand standards.

The matter was one on

which WHO could most usefully provide some guidance which he was sure would be
generally accepted and would lead to a reduction in friction of that type.
The study by an expert committee of the relationship of diet to degenerative
diseases would also be an important contribution to work in that field, although he
felt that food additives should be given priority at the present stage.

The study

group on anthropometry recommended in the report would also be useful, but he felt
that that was the least urgent of the subjects on which the report recommended further
study.
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Dr. AL-WAHBI associated himself with previous speakers in commending the report.
Many of the points he had wished to raise had already been made, by previous speakers,
in particular the question of education in nutrition on which Professor Parisot had
spoken.

Two questions which, in his view, were of the utmost importance in many

countries were anaemias, and nutrition and parasitism, which figured under section 2B
(page 2 0 ) , and he laid particular emphasis on the need for work on those problems.
He was particularly pleased to see that the Joint Expert Committee had given due
attention to the question of the supplementary feeding of schoolchildren, as
in section 2,

paragraph 15.

was shown

Close co-operation had been achieved on the national level

among the various authorities in the health, education and agricultural spheres on
specific projects relating to schoolchildren.

The consideration that children should

have a full diet was indeed at the basis of all health work.

Professor PERHEIRA said that the importance of the report had been fully attested
by the interest shown and the comment to which it had given rise in the Board.

He

appreciated that particularly as the general principles enunciated therein were in
keeping with the position he had constantly held since he had first participated in
the Organization's activities.
He welcomed the reference made to progress in the study of protein malnutrition^
as well as of protein requirements；
under-developed areas.

that work was of special importance in tropical and

However, he felt that further detailed evidence was still

required and that the entire problem of protein deficiency was a matter for priority
study by both PAO and WHO.

In contrast with the extensive studies undertaken in

respect of pellagra, the entire vast question of protein deficiency and protein
requirements had not been tackled with sufficient speed.
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Section 11 of the report called attention to the problem of excessive consumption
of food with its possible result of degenerative diseases.

That was a problem in

which WHO could give its assistance to highly-developed countries.

I t was thus

evident that, influenced by different factors, the highly-developed countries were in
the final analysis affected by problems as serious as those concerning the underdeveloped areas.
He associated himself with the remarks made by Dr. Anwar on the particular value
of that part of the report dealing with education on nutrition.
Dr. MACKENZIE also paid tribute to the excellence of the report.
In replying to the point raised by Dr. Turbott concerning food additives # he
emphasized that the United Kingdom was equally interested in the problem and, in that
connexion, he welcomed the provision included in the proposed budget estimates for
I956 for a consultant in nutrition.
The recommendations contained in the report were of such importance that he
wondered whether the Board might wish to consider each in turn and seek to establish
together with the Director-General, priorities among them according to the possibilities
of their implementation.
Dr. Le ROUX said that, coming as he did from a country where industrialization was
in its early stages, he would support Dr. Turbott as to the priority which should be
given to the question of food additives.
Reference had been made to the question of enrichment of

fcod.

He thought it

would also be most useful if the problem of subtractions, as practised in many highlydeveloped areas in respect of foodstuffs such as maize, for example^ could also be
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takenin

t o account.

The Board should consider the extent to which 咖

could study the

degree

of purification of food, as sometimes subtractions had rendered foodstuffs

virtually worthless before they were made available to the public.
report

The

had referred particularly to dried skimmed milk.

There had been

interesting recent developments in his own country with regard to the flavouring of
sterilized skimmed milk and remarkable results had been achieved.

In one city,

consumption of milk in the form of flavoured skimmed milk had increased by Ю per cent.
w h ereas
its

it had decreased at the same time in other cities where such milk was used i ,

ordinary form.

The introduction of flavoured s K i ^ e d milk in bottle for m had been

greatly assisted by the publicity given to it by its manufacturers.
it

Nevertheless,

also raised certain problems, in that the quality of industrial milk was not

perhaps always the 纖e

as that of milk for raw consumption.

Further,

adverse

:

effects-might even be noted on the milk industry in respect of ordinary raw milk.
！t

was most interesting to see that, as was shown in section 10,

paragraph 2 ,

potassium iodate could be used for the iodization of crude salt instead of Potassium
iodide/

Thus, since the cost of iodizing potassium iodate as opposed to Potassium

iodide was minimal, the question was now purely one of .distribution.
Dr.

SUCREZ HERREROS also expressed his warm appreciation of t h , interesting report

under

consideration.

graph

3 5 ( c ) , to experiments conducted in Latin America on fish flour, he emphasized'

that one of the most

Calling attention to the reference under section 2 , para-

e f f e c t i v e

w a y s

of influencing diet was to improve the quality of

bread, which was a staple food throughout the world；
the enrichraent of bread with

a n i m a l

In Latin America, In Particular,

protein was considerad to be of the utmost

i^tance

and it was to be hoped that that aspect would be taken into particular account by
experts studying the entire problem.
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Speaking from many years' experience in the field of public health, he felt that
the best way of improving diet was by means of joint regional programmes in which close
co-operation was sustained between agricultural and health authorities.

That was

particularly the case in Latin America in general and that it would accordingly be
desirable in that area of the world for public-health work in nutrition to be undertaken
as part of such overall programmes for rural development.

Dr. Ü LAT considered that the interest which had been shown in the subject of
nutrition was most gratifying.

I t was nevertheless essential to realize the considerable

difficulties encountered in efforts to induce the people, particularly in under-developed
countries, to evolve a balanced diet;

in his experience, that was the case with regard

to the middle classes as well as to the rural classes and the illiterate part of the
population.

In his own country, efforts were at the présent time being made: to.

improve the standard of health of the population by encouraging them to eat undermilled
rice；

however, great difficulties had been encountered for the year during which the

programme had been under operation as people were disinclined to stop eating highlypolished rice, which was mainly starch.

Free vitamins were also being.allocated to

mothers and children.
A difficult situation would no doubt arise in the future when the skimmed and whole
milk supplied by UNICEF to certain countries in his region came to an end, since those
supplies were being considered as a purely temporary measure and there had been no
instruction on how to carry on a programme of that type i f the supplies were to be stopped
He believed that education of the general public was the only valid method of improving
•

： .

•

nutrition and that would necessarily be an extremely lengthy process.
..

» ‘

‘

‘‘

*

. . . . .

‘

He therefore
•

.

found that part of the report- which dealt with education to be extremely interesting,

-
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and

he hoped that in the future some definite programmes could be developed to assist

in fighting malnutrition.
The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in view of the great interest shown by the Board in
the report, a. record of the discussions should be transmitted to the members of the
Joint Expert Committee.
Dr. SOTTER, Assistant Director-General, Department of Advisory Services, said that
the wording of the third sentence of paragraph 2 on page 42, to which Professor Jettmar
bad drawn attention, was in fact correct.

The purpose of the sentence was to show that

potassium iodide had drawbacks as an agent for iodizing salt.
He added that all the remarks which had been made on various aspects of the report
would receive careful attention.
The DIRECTOR-GENERAL was very grateful for the comments made on the report and
welcomed the suggestion that a. record of the discussions should be transmitted to
members of the Joint Expert Committee.
He drew attention to the fact that none of the suggestions contained in the report
had been included in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1956, as the report
had

been received after the programme and budget volume had been despatched for printing

Nevertheless, many of the points covered by the study of the Joint Expert Committee were
connected with activities already undertaken by the Organization.

In respect of

protein malnutrition, WHO was making every possible effort to co-operate with and assist
institutions dealing with that problem, such as the Institute of Nutrition of Central

America and Panama, the British Medical Research Council for a study in Kampala, and thr
Indian Council for Medical Research.

WHO was seeking to obtain fuller information

from different regions in the world and thus help to establish some common views on
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In respect of additives of food, he recalled the adoption at its

thirteenth session by the Board of resolution EB15.R杯7, on the standardization of
laboratory tests of foods.

The Section of Health Laboratory Methods would accordingly

now give advice to governments on problems connected with food additives, in
implementation of that resolution.

Information on relevant legislation was also

being collected in close co-operation with PAO.

No provision was included in the

proposed programme and budget estimates for 1956 in respect of the recommendation to
convene a conference or an expert committee on food additives, to which Dr. Turbott had
earlier referred, and the Executive Board might wish at the appropriate stage to
include provision for that conference.
»

The CHAIRMAN recalled that one of the points on which the Standing Committee on
Administration and Finance had requested guidance from the Executive Board had been the
extent to which the Organization should have an active nutrition programme in 1956.
No doubt the Chairman of the Standing Committee would later wish to raise that
particular question, in conjunction with other matters on which the Standing Committee
had requested specific advice, in the context of the Standing Committee's report.
He invited the representative of FAO to make any further comments he wished in
the light of the discussion which had taken place.
Dr. AYKROYD (Pood and Agriculture Organization) expressed his great pleasure at
the interest shown in the report of the Joint Expert Committee and said he would transmit
a full account of the discussions to his Director-General.

He also welcomed the

suggestion that a record of the proceedings should be transmitted to the members of
the Joint Expert Committee themselves.

He gave an assurance of PAO's readiness to

participate to the full extent of its possibilities in the implementation of the
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recommendations of the Joint Expert Committee with respect, for instance, to the
convening of study groups.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration of
the Board:
The Executive Board,
1,

NOTES the fourth report of the Joint FAO/WHO Bqpert Committee on Nutrition;

2.

THANKS the members of the Coramittee for their workj
THANKS the Food and Agriculture Organization f o r its excellent collaboration；

4#

DRA.WS the attention of the governments and of the Director-General to

relevant recommendations contained in the reportj
5.

REQUESTS that a record of the discussions on this subject be transmitted to

the members of the Joint Expert Committeej
6.

and further

REQUESTS the Director-General, in collaboration with the Director-General

of the Food and Agriculture Organization, to convene, subject to availability of
funds, a conference of representatives of national committees or similar groups
now working on food additives, together with representatives of intergovernmental
or non-governnental groups concerned with the subject, and
7C

AUTHORIZES publication of the report.

Decision:

The draft resolution was adopted

joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Meat Hygiene:

D r . DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General,

First Report (document EHL5/47)

apologized for the fact that owing to the

short time available the French text of the f i r s t report of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert
Committee on Meat Hygiene (document EB15/47) had not yet been properly revised on
technical points.

That would be done by Professor H. Drieux of Alfort

(France),
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the consultant who had attended the session of the Joint Expert Committee.

A similar

consideration applied to the French text of the f i f t h report of the Expert Committee
on Insecticides,

Dr. SUTTER, drawing attention to some of the salient points in the report,

said

that in the f i r s t place it recommended the establishment of more uniform methods of
investigating and reporting food poisoning outbreaks.
diversity of methods existed throughout the world.
had laid down certain fundamental principles for

At the present time, a great
Further, the Joint Expert Committee

abattoir construction and hygiene,

which were suitable both for developed and under-devolopod countries.

There was a

great need among the latter for instruction on the construction and operation cf
inexpensive yet adequate abattoirs suitable for rural needs.

Concrete recommendations

to that end had been included both in the text of the report and in the annexes,
Moreover, the consultants who had served on the Joint Expert Committee had been able
to correct existing errors in abattoir mana^cnent and hygiene,
.Great differences existed throughout the world in the theory and practice of
methods of slaughter-house meat inspection and of subsequent handling.

Appropriate

reccmmcndations had been made on that point, the aim being to conserve as much meat as
possible consistent with the minimum requirements of public safety.

Laboratory

methods and services in meat hygiene had boen recommended in detail in the report and,
in that connexion^ he recalled that routine laboratory examination cf meat was a
relatively recent development in many countries and that guidance was therefore needed
fcr

countries to develop such services further c

The controversial problem of meat

handlers had also been dealt with since in many countries, particularly in the underdeveloped areas, there was ineffective control cf food

handlers„
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Many explicit technical recommendations would be contained as annexes to the
report, as listed on page J>2 of the report, and would include various charts and
diagrams.

As the meeting of the Joint Expert Committee had taken place only the

previous month, those annexes were still in course of preparation but would appear in
the final published document.
The CHAIRMAN asked whether the annexes were available for consultation, and was
informed that that was the case.
Dr, AYKROYD said that although the subject of meat hygiene did not fall within the
competence of his division, PAO followed with close interest any studies which might
result in increasing the supplies of good quality meat, which was so badly needed in
г

many countries to augment the protein diet.
• »

The Joint PAO/WHO Expert Committee on Meat

Hygiene was another instance of the close collaboration between the two organizations，
which had in 1952 arranged a joint seminar on zoonoses at Vienna and- in 195斗，another
on meat hygiene for European countries at Copenhagen.

A number of requests had been

received for technical assistance on meat hygiene and the experts recruited for the work
had been jointly briefed by РАО and WHO to ensure that the aims and interests of both
agencies were covered in field assignments.
Dr. AKWAR welcomed the close collaboration maintained between РАО and WHO,

He

wished to point out however that in many countries, including his own, regulations on
meat hjrgiene and their enforcement fell entirely within the jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Agriculture ary(? its veterinary services and not of the Ministry of Public Health.
In Indonesia control of food markets and restaurants was carried out by the publichealth authorities but they had no responsibility for mille hygiene.
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The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration
of the Board:
"The Executive Board
1.

NOTES the f i r s t report of the Joint WHO/FAO Expert Committee on

Meat Hygiene;
2.

THANKS the members of the Coramittee for their work;

3*
EXPRESSES i t s appreaiation to the Food and Agriculture Organization
fcr i t s excellent collaboration;
and
4.

AUTHORIZES publication of the report."

Decision:

The draft resolution was adopted•

Joint ILO/WHO Committee on the Hygiene of Seafarers:

Second Report (Document EB15/11)

D r . SUTTER said that the Committee had held i t s second session in April 1954•
I t s Agenda was reproduced on page 4 cf the report.

Item 1 had been prepared by

the International Labour Office and the other three items by ¥H0.
The Committee had concluded that i n general existing f a c i l i t i e s for medical
advice Ъ/ radio to ships at sea were satisfactory, but i t had decided that medical
advice by radio should be available at any time of the day or night and that i t
should, where necessary, include advice by a specialist,

I t had stressed the

importance of one person on board ship understanding the kind of information required
by the doctor giving advice， and the need for instruction of sea-going persons and/or
for medical guides indicating clearly the type of i n f o m a t i o n which the docter might
require.
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With regard to tuberculosis, the Committee had recoiranehded that new entrants to
the Merchant Na\y should be examined and that everything should be done to prevent
their going to sea until the tests had proved negative 6

I t had suggested that

periodic re-examination should be encouraged by a continuing campaign of health
education and that careful attention should be given to the rehabilitation of seafarers
suffering from tuberculosis so as to enable them, where appropriate, to return to the
sea and, if not, to be fitted, for other employment.
The Committee had drawn up a list of minimum requirements for medicine chests on
board those ships which carried no doctor-^ so as to enable the Master to treat minor
illnesses on his own initiative or to administer medicaments normally only administered
by physicians after receiving medical advice and instructions by radio.

The Committee

had based its list on the International Pharmacopoeia.
After discussing the report on the prevention and treatment of venereal disease,
the Committee had recommended that the attention of governments might be drawn to one
of the methods of treatment which would contribute to the control of the disease,
namely, epidemiological contact tracing and treatment of infected contacts.

Professor PARISOT said that the report was another proof of the excellent
collaboration between WHO and other specialized agencies,

Referring to the section,

on tuberculosis, he said that examination was certain]y an obvious means of prevention,
but the question of rehabilitation was also of great importance.

Perhaps all the

intricate problems of rehabilitating seafarers or fitting them for other employment
might be examined within the general framework of the study carried out by the
Secretariat in conjmction with the International Labour Organisation on the
rehabilitation of the physically handicapped.
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He believed that the question of medical clinics in ports, vdiicji tfee Committee
had rightly raised, should be considered as a question of medico-s/ocial centres on
the lines already laid down by Ш 0 in other reports.

Such centres would make it

possible to provide proper medical care for seafarers and the rapid application of
measures against infectious diseases.

Dr. SUTTER said that the Director-General had received a letter from the
Director-General of the International Labour Office dated 3 December 1954j stating
that the Governing Bocfy had considered and taken note of the report and that i t had
authorized its communication to States Members after the Executive Board of 'JKü had
authorized its publication.
Replying to Professor Parisot, he said "that no specific work on the rehabilitation
had been undertaken, but an expert panel on the subject had been created and it was
possible that preliminary studies could be made through that medium.
As stated on page 16 of the report of the Joint I L O / Ш О Committee the problem
of medical clinics in ports was to be considered at the next session of the Committee.

Professor PARISOT said that ho had raised the question of the rehabilitation of
seafarers who had suffered from tuberculosis only because he felt that i t should form
part of

the general study on rehabilitation.

He was fully satisfied with Dr. Sutter's

reply.

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration of
the Boards
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"The Executive Board
1.

NOTES the second report of the Joint ILO/WHO Committee on the Hygiene

of SeafarersJ
2.

THANKS the members of the Committee for their workj

3.

EXPRESSES its appreciation to the International Labour Organisation for

its excellent co-operation;
厶.

and

AUTHORIZES publication of the report. n

Decleion:

The draft resolution was adopted.

Expert Committee on Insecticidesi

Fifth Report:

(Docuaant EB15/60)

№ . SUTTER said that the Expert Committee on Insecticides had met in September 195^
in Venezuela and had dealt with the chemistry of insecticides and pesticides having a
bearing on public-health problems .

The report was the result of two years 1 preparatory

work with the help of research institutes in numerous countries.

Certain tentative

specifications established in the previous report in 1951 had been reviewed and had
i f necessary been amended in the light of experience and experiment.
been raised to the status of f u l l specifications.

Those had now

In addition, new tentative

specifications had been established for dusting powders and a wide range of pesticides
and auxiliary chemicals.

The Committee1 s recommendations were to be found on page 7 6 .

The CHAIRMAN observed that the report was a notable example of international
co-operation and of the magnificent assistance extended t.p WHO by experts and research
establishments.
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Professor FERREIRA, referring to section 5 on page 74-, asked why the Committee
had made no recommendation on the important subject of the sorption of
in raud-wall surfaces.

insecticides

In most malaria-ridden areas mud houses were the commonest

form of dwelling and present spraying methods were tending to increase the resistance
of the anopheles mosquito to insecticides.

Contemporary research on insecticides was

revolutionizing malariology and any factor of primaiy importance must be ful3y
examined.

The CHAIRMAN said that he would be interested to learn vAat plans had been made
for carrying out the Committee's recommendations.

Dr. SUTTER said that nearly all the recommendations listed on page 76 of the
report formed part of ths continuing work of the Expert Advisory Panel on Insecticides
and would be implemented within one or two years.
The problem referred to by Professor Ferreira was at present being studied by the
Section on Malaria and several experiments were in progress but no definite results
had yet emerged..

Professor FERREIRA said that he was aware that the question of sorption of
insecticides in mud-wall surfaces was being studied in several countries, but that did
not answer his question as to why the Committee had made no recommendation on ihe
subject, though clearly recognizing its importance.

The CHAIRMAN said that the Director-General would undoubtedly bear in mind the
importance attached by the Executive Board to the question raised by Professor
Ferreira.
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL confirmed the Chairman's statement and said that the
recommendations on page 76 of the Committee's report related to the future work of
the Eîçert Advisory Panel on Insecticides and Ш 0 .

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the -consideration of
the Board:
"The Executive Board
1.
.2.
3.

NOTES the f i f t h report of the ЕзфегЬ Committee on Insecticides;
THANKS the members of the Committee for their work}
AUTHORIZES publication of the report."

Decision:

2t

and

The draft resolution was adopted

REPORT ON ¿PPOiriTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVIS0RÏ PANELS AND COMMITTEES: Item 2 , 8 of
the Agenda (Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, No. 4.1：
document EB15/48)

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that doc\xment EB15/48 was submitted to the Board in
accordance with rule 4 . 1 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees.
The опЗ^г new development he had to report was that the ЕзфегЪ Advisory Panel on Social
and Occupational Health had been sub-divided into four new panels as it was felt that
the time had come to set up separate panels tc cover its multifarious activities.

The CHAIRMàN observed that there were now 33 panels in a l l .

Professor PARISOT, referring to one of the new panels, asked what precisely was
meaixt by the "organization of medical care*1'

Was i t private or public medical care?
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Не inquired whether any provision had been made' to cover hospital problems, with
which Ш0

was becoming more and more concerned, as was shown by some of the items to

be considered by the Board at its present session, and in particular the very important
proposal by India.

He wondered therefore whether the Secretariat might not consider

the advantages of establishing an expert advisory panel on hospital problems.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that at the present time questions of hospital
administration were to be dealt with by the Expert Advisory Panel on Organization of
Medical Care.

Undoubtedly several sub-divisions would have to be created later.

I n the meantime the first step had been takoi in replacing the Expert Advisory Panel
on Social and Occupational Health by four new ones*

Dr. SUMEZ HERREROS fully agreed with Professor Parisot.

At present the

relations which should exist between public health and social security services were
so important that perhaps they could not be fitted in under the single heading of
general health administration.

I t might therefore be preferable for a joint advisoiy

panel to deal with either health centres or with hospital care in conjunction with
public health.

The CHAIRKAN observed that the new advisory panels appeared tc be veiy small,
whereas others such as, for example, the Ejqjert Advisory Panel on Venereal Infections
and Treponematoses, were large.

Yet there was far more likelihood of divergent

views, in a panel dealing with the organization of medical care than in one dealing with
a more narrowly technical f i e l d .

He would therefore have thought that it would be

appropriate for the former to have a larger and more representative membership.
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The DIRECTOR'-GEIŒRA.L said that the Chairman was perfectly correct but the new
panels had been formed from the original Expert Advisory Panel on Social and
Occupational Healthс

Their membership would of course be increased®

The СНАШЖЫ then submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration
of the Board:
"The Executive Board
NOTES the report of the Director-General on appointanents to expert
advisory panels and committees

Decisions

3.

The draft resolution was adopted.

POUOMYEUTIS RESEARCH:
Item 2 . 2 of the Agenda (Resolutions EB13 # R6 and
EB14oRls Document EB15/28)

Dr。SUTTER said that document EB15/28 ш в presented in response to
resolution EB14 0 Rlo
designation of

He had to report to the Board the present position about the

Щ 0 poliolyelitis regional centres e

For Africa，the South African Institute for Medical Research in Johannesburg had
declared its willingness to do the work
the end of January 0
(Professor J9Ro

and the Government's decision was promised by

For America, the Yale University School of Medicine

Paul) had been designatedo

For Europe, the Laboratory under

Professor Lépine of the Institut Pasteur was prepared to do the work, and the
Government1s reply was awaited。

For the Eastern Mediterranean^ the Virus Laboratory

(Dr» B e r n k o p f H e b r e w University, Jerusalem, had been designated.

For South-East

A s i a , the appointment had been accepted in principle by the Indian Medical Research
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Council for Dr. Gharpure, Polio Unit, Qrant Medical College, Bombay, but the laboratory
needed upgrading before a formal designation could be made»

As far as the Western

Pacific was concerned., the Australian Government was unable to accept the designation
of the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories in Victoria owing to reorganization and rebuilding, but i t would co-operate later.

Consideration was being given to

D r . Kitaoka of the National Institutes of Health in Japan and to D r . Hasegawa. and
D r # Endo of the Institute for Infectious Diseases, University of Tokio,

An appoint-

ment would be itE.de later in the year e
The study on the incidence of poliomyelitis was to be published in the Bulletin
of the World Health Organization for March 1955 and the monograph on poliomyelitis
was now in the hands of the printers and would be out shartly e

D r . MA.CKB1GIE said that the paper was an extremely interesting one and followed
an excellent report by the Expert Committee which had been widely used and was of
great value.
Referring to paragraph 1 , sub-paragraph ( a ) , he asked why the work had been
limited to the isolation of virus from stools when it also occurred in the oropharynx
»

and the blood.
In view of the importance of the paper he also wished to bring up two points of
drafting.

First he believed that some other expression than "epidemiological

information" was required i n paragraph 2 , since other viruses than polio viruses
being dealt with.

were

He would therefore suggest that the h田ding of section 2 should

read "Distoibution of polio viruses and other similar v i r u s e s " ,
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Finally he suggested that i t was difficult to relate the inç>ortance of
improved reporting of clinical disease with the distribution of similar viruses.
He therefore suggested that the third sentence in section 2 should be amended by
placing a full-stop after the words "can be dravm" and substituting the words
"Emphasis should also be laid on" for the words "and emphasizes"*

Professor JETTMAR welcomed the fact that other viruses responsible for
similar clinical diseases as polionçrelitis viruses tvrere to be studied,
they were presenting an increasingly important problem.

since

For instance^ he had

recently learnt from a monograph published in the Soviet Union that there had been
60，000 cases of Far Eastern tick encephaloiiçrelitis,

In Central Europe a similar

virus formerly confused with polionyelitis had been encountered and last year there
had been 300 clinically established cases, but he felt sure that the real number
had been far higher•

He hoped that an appendix to the monograph would be devoted

to such viruses.

Dr。SUTTER said in reply to the first point raised by Dr # Mackenzie that it
had been proposed to isolate viruses from stools onlly because there was more and
more evidence that other viruses than laboratory-proven polio viruses had been
isolated from stools of patients Y/ith a clinical diagnosis of paralytic and nonparalytic polioirorelitis.

He also wished to thank Dr. Mackenzie for his other

remarks^ which would be implemented.

The CHA.IRMN submitted the follov/ing draft resolution for the consideration of
the BoardÎ
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"The Executive Board
Having examined the report of the Director-General on further
developments in polioinyelitis research,
NOTES this report."

Decision；

4,

The draft resclution was adopted.

RSPORT BÏ REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD AT THE SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEIffilï:
Item 1 , 4 cf the Agenda (Document EB15/73)

D r . MACKENZIE, presenting the report by the representatives of the Board at the
Seventh World Health Assembly, drew attention tc the recommendation that a complete
and detailed record of the roview of the proposed programme and budget estimates by
the Board, including the examination made by its Standing Committee, should be transmitted to the Health Assembly.

In both main committees of the Health Assembly

there had been a good deal cf discussion on the need for a closer examination of the
budget by the Board, and much of i t he thought had been due to the absence of
detailed documents showing the amount of work that the Board had in fact done in that
connexion.

Professor FERREIRA proposed the ibllowing draft resolution:

"The Executive Board
1.

NOTES the report of the representatives of the Board at the

Seventh World Health Assembly
2,

EXPRESSES appreciation to those representatives f o r the able

manner in which they f u l f i l l e d their responsibilities."

Decision:

The draft resclution was adopted.

.
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The CH/IIRMAN thanked Professor Ferreira for the tribute and said that
Dr. Mackenzie and he had regarded it as an honour and a privilege to have
represented the Board at the Assembly.

5.

ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION:

Item 2 , 5 of the Agenda (Document EB15/42)

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that document EB15/42, which had been prepared in
pursuance of resolution EB14#R2l^ reported on the action taken by the
Director-General and the Regional Committee.

Dr. TURBOTT said that he was interested in the report on how the Organization
was striving to stimulate environmental sanitation programmes^ but he wondered
whether the remedios listed under sub-paragraphs (d) and (e) on page 4 and in
the last sentence of the first paragraph in the section on financing might not
also include action by TiHO to arouse govoramonts to the importance of environmental
sanitation in the battle against disease.

He believed that persistent pressure

by an international organization would be far more effective than arything which
national health administration could hope to achieve #
He would be interested to know precisely what had been done in those regional
committees vhlch

had gone on record as having noted the resolution on environmental

sanitation presented to thenu

The meeting rose at 1 2 . 3 0

p.m.

