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The Executive Board, at its thirteenth session decided to resume at its 

fourteenth session the review of the matter of technical discussions at future 

Health Assemblies in the light of experience obtained during the discussions 

which took place at the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

After these discussions, the Seventh World Health Assembly adopted 

resolution ЛША7;31, in accordance with which the Executive Board may wish to con-

sider the adoption of a further resolution along the following lines j-

"The Executive Board” 

Having studied the question of technical discussions at future World 

Health Assemblies in the li^ht of resolution VJHA7.31 

1. DECIDES to keep the subject,丨'Public Health Problems in Rural Areas" 

for technical discussions at the Eighth World Health Assembly and requests 

the Director-General to study with the Mexican Government the possibility 

of field visits in connexion with the discussions； 

2. DSCIIffiS, taking into account the special conditions deriving from the 

fact that the Assembly will be held outside of Headquarters, that they 

should be limited to a total period not exceeding the equivalent of iwo 

working days and that this time should not be in conflict with other 

meetings of the Assembly^ 

^•Resolution EB13.R58, Off.Rec.Wld HIth Org. 52 
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3. REQUESTS the Director-General 

(a) to continue the use of experts to prepare papers in adequate 

time for the discussions； 

(b) to undertake the study requested by the Seventh World Health 

Assembly on whether regional meetings dealing with the same subject 

should be heldj 

(c) to take the necessary steps for the documentation of the 

discussions to be transmitted to the participants and to the 

Member States； 

(d) to appoint, in consultation with the President of the Assembly/ 

a General Chairman well in advance•“ « 

The Executive Board might also like to consider the proposals of the 

delegations of Norway and Vietnam on this subject which appear as annexes A and В 

to this document. 



ANNEX A 

Proposal Submitted by Delegation of Norway 

• • • • • . . . . . . ' • • , • " 
• i • • • • 

Technical Discussions 

Sir, 

For the consideration of the Board, where topics are selected for the 

technical discussions cf the next or future World Health Assemblies, I would like 

to mention the following procedure： 

(1) A group of diseases or a disease of general or at least a broad interest 

to the Member States should be chosen as topic, i.e. heart and vessel 

diseases, cancer, poliomyelitis, tuberculosis. 

(2) The presentation and discussion rai^ht take place in three steps: 

(a) A small group of leading scientists invited to speak briefly, 

but pointedly, on recent advances from the scientific point of 

view in regard to prevention and cure^ 

(b) the assessment of the problems (registration, statistics) 

discussed for rural and urban areas preferably again after a 

few introductory remarks by experts； 

(c) application of scientific knowledge and practices by health 

administrations。 This will constitute the main part of the 

technical discussions giving an opportunity to consider how 

a valuable knowledge and practice can be applied under rural 

and urban conditions in various parts of the world» Here one 

will touch upon not only the profitable and curative aspects, 

but also questions of rehabilitation types of personnel and 

institutions, planning, financing and execution. 

The great educational value of the technical discussions at the World Health 

Assemblies has new been proved beyond doubt„ 工 feel, therefore that an approach 

To the 
Chairman of the World Health Assembly 
The Executive Board of the World Health Organization 
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along the line indicated might create interest and active participation. 

The preparation for the next World Health Assembly should then of course be 

started immediately, and a little more time for the discussions themselves should be 

given than was the case at the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) Karl Evang 
Head of the Norwegian Delegation 



ANNEX В 

Proposal submitted by the Delegate of Vietnam 

Subject: Technical Discussions at Future World Health Assemblies 

工 would emphasize that technical discussions are an essential part of the agenda 

of Health Assemblies and feel that a relatively short time is spent in discussing 

very vast subjects. In the past, technical discussions have provided much valuable 

information and I feel that the findings could take the form of recommendations to Member 

Governments. In future, I feel that the subject chosen by the Health Assembly for 

technical discussions should first of all be assigned to an expert committee for study, 

the results to be transmitted to Member Governments some three months before the 

Health Assembly, thus enabling the Assembly to adopt recommendations. The Regional 

Committees would be required to study the adaptation of such recommendations to local 

conditions. 

Dr. Henri Marcel 
Chief of the Delegation 
of Vietnam 

Geneva, 21 May 1954 


