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Among the fourteen non-goverraiental organizations whose applications 

are submitted to the Executive Board, ten have had their applications examined 

at previous sessions of the Board. These are: 

(1) International Committee of Catholic Nurses and 

Medico-Social Workers 

(2) Medical Wo.men's International Association 

(3) International Society for Blood Transfusion 

(4) Fédération Internationale Médico-Sportive 

(5) International Organization against Trachoma 

(6) International Lifesaving Federation 

(7) International Federation of Public Health and 

Preventive Medicine 

(8) International Union of Architects 

(9) International Water Supply Association 

(10) Union O.S.E. 

The Executive Board at its ninth session did not consider the report of 

its Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, deciding te postpene 

consideration of all outstanding applications and requesting the Director^ , 

General to stucfy the problem of official relations with non-goverraiental 

organizations.
1

 This problem was examined by the Executive Board at subsequent 

sessions, and finally the Sixth World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA6.49
2 

1 
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2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 2nd edition, P. 186 
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whereby it decided that "there is no reason to modify the general principles governing 

the admission of non-governmental organizations into relations with W H O , as approved 

by the Third World Health Assembly". 

Four non-governmental organizations submit their applications for the first 

time. These are: 

(11) World Confederation for Physical Therapy 

(12) American College of Surgeons 

(13) International Federation of Medical Student Associations 

(14) International Society of Criminology. 

Below is given information on, as the case may be, the history of the 

applications and factual evidence of previous collaboration or working relations. 

(1) international Committee of Catholic Nurses and Medico-Social 

Workers (EB13/NG0/1) 

The application was postponed by the Executive Board at its first session pending 

further information, and again at its second session pending a decision on the 

principle of MHO relations with sectional organizations. It was considered again at 

the sixth session of the Board, when it was not accepted because "believing that 

single representation in arçr particular field was desirable", the Director-General 

w a s
 requested to approach both this organization and the International Council of 

Nurses with a view to their forming joint representation.! At the seventh session 

of the Executive Board the application was further postponed in order that the 

International Goirmittee might "further consider with the International Council of 

Nurses which had agreed to bring the question to the notice of its Board of Governors 

at its next meeting in August 1951".
1

 For the same reason it was postponed by the 

Board at its eighth session and, at the ninth session, the Standing Committee on 

Non-Governmental Organizations, by three votes to two, recommended that the 

organization be accepted into official relations "in view of its S o r t a n c e in the 

field of public health and the fact that it has not become affiliated vith the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Council of Nurses". The Board, however, did not consider the report 

1
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of the Standing Committee and postponed consideration of all applications of 

non-governmental organizations as it wished to "reconsider completely" the problem 
1 

of official relations. 

As a conclusion of the study requested by the Executive Board, the last Assembly 

recognized that, according to the general principles governing the admission of 

non-governmental organizations into relations with WHO, "there can be no objection 

to the plurality of representation of non-governmental organizations in the same 

fields of activity, and that, consequently, the Executive Board should take t h i s 

fact into consideration whenever the non-governmental organizations concerned 

sa t i s fy the conditions la id down and the i r admission i s j u s t i f i e d by their 

inmortalice" 

(2) Medical Women
1

 s International Association (EB13/NGO/7) 

The application of this organization was first considered by the Executive Board 

at its fourth session and was postponed until the fifth session pending further 

information. At the fifth session it was again postponed "pending further 

consideration of its constitution in relation with that of the World Medical 

3 Association". 

Reconsideration was again requested at the ninth session of the Executive Board, 

when the Standing Committee recommended that official relations should not be 

established "because of the affiliation of its members with the World Medical 

Association, which is already in official relations with WHO" but, as in (1) above, 

the Board postponed consideration of the application. 

As a conclusion of the study requested Ъу the Executive Board, the last Assembly 

recognized that, according to the general principles governing the actoiission of 

non-goverrcnental organizations into relations with WHO, "there can be no objection 

to the plurality of representation of non-governmental organizations in the same 

1

 Resolution EB9.H42 
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fields of activity, and that, consequently, the Executive Board should take this 

fact into consideration whenever the non-governmental organizations concerned satisfy 
1 

the conditions laid down and their admission is justified by their importance". 

(3) International Society for Blood Transfusion (EB13/NGO/3) 

This application was postponed by the Executive Board at its fourth session 

pending further information and again at its fifth session "pending further 

information as to present status of the organization, d e l u d i n g finance and whether 

or not there is any permanent membership apart from attendance at congresses". 

It was considered again at the eighth session of the Board and postponed for one 

year i
n
 order that the Director-General could obtain information "as to whether 

the future activities of the Society will be other than sponsoring congresses".
3 

(4) Fédération Internationale Médico-Sportive (EB13/NG0/11) 

The first request for official relations was submitted to the second session 

of the Executive Board but this was deferred "pending further information in 

regard to their development". It was considered again at the fourth session of 

the Board but not accepted, as it was felt that it did not fulfil all the 

requirements laid down in the criteria (point l(iii))* The Federation was advised 

to apply again when it had acquired a more international character. 

(5) International Organization against Trachoma (EB13/NG0A0) 

The application of this organization was considered by the Executive Board at 

its fourth session and postponed pending further information for consideration at 

the fifth session. Adequate information was not supplied until August 1953. 

Working relations have already been established with this organization, the 

Vice-President and four other members of its Council being members of the WHO 

Expert Panel on Trachoma (March 1952); furthermore, most of the consultants sent 

on mission try WHO, or whose services have been utilized in campaigns against 

trachoma and other communicable eye diseases, are members of the organization. 

1

 Resolution WHA6.49 

2
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The Secretary has visited WHO Headquarters to discuss the publication of 

information on WHO anti-trachoma activities in the "Revue du Trachome", the official 

organ of the organization, published in seven languages. 

(6) International Lifesaving Federation (EB13/NGO/12) 

This application was considered at the eighth session of the Executive Board 

under the title of the National Lifesaving Federation, which has been entrusted 

by all the national Federations with the functions of the International Federation 

of which they are members. The Board noted that there was to be an International 

Lifesaving Congress in 1951 at which the International Lifesaving Federation might 

be activated, and requested the Director-General "to examine the possibility of 

entering into official relations with the International Federation with which the 

National Lifesaving Federation could be affiliated".
1 

(7) International Federation o£ Public Health and Preventive Medicine 

( E B 1 3 / N G O A 3 ) — “ — 

The application was considered by the Executive Board at its eighth session 

and postponed for one year as it was not then "a fully activated bo<Jy". The 

Director-General was requested "to welcome the creation of this new organization". 

WHO has co-operated with this Federation since the planning stage and has taken 

part in its organizational meetings. 

(8) International Union of Architects (EB13/NGO/8) 

The application of this Union was considered by the Standing Conmittee on 

Non-Governmental Organizations at the ninth session of the Executive Board, which 

suggested postponement "in order to ascertain whether affiliation was necessary 

since the International Federation of Housing and Town Planning was alreatfy in 

official relations". However, as in (1) and (2) above, the Board postponed 

consideration of the application as it wished to consider completely the problem 
• i 

of official relations. 

1
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A s
 a conclusion of the study requested by the Executive Board, the last 

Assembly recognized that, according to the general principles governing the 

a m i s s i o n of non-governmental organizations into r e l a t i f s w i t h W H O , "there can 

b e n o
 objection to the plurality of representation of non-governmental organi.atxons 

i n
 the same fields of activity, and that, consequently, the Executive Board should 

t a k e t h i s
 fact into consideration whenever the non-governmental organizations 

concerned satisfy the conditions laid down and their admission is justified by 

their importance" 

Working relations have already been established with this organization to the 

extent of exchange of correspondence relative to housing d e v e l o p m
e
n t

S
, and W H O has 

been invited to attend its annual congresses. 

In 1952 W H O recruited M r . William Vitter, Secretaiy of the Swiss branch of 

t h e
 IUA, as a W H O consultant architect to advise the Government of Viet Nam on 

t h e
 construction of a children's hospital. Subsequently his services were required 

to advise other governments in the Western Pacific Region, and he was again 

recruited b y the Regional Office- for Europe in connexion w i t h a request by the 

Government of Turkey regarding hospital construction and planning, w h i c h is now in 

operation. 

(9) international Water Supply Association (EB13/NG0/4) 

The application of this organization was submitted to the ninth session of 

the Executive Board, whose Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations 

recommended that it b e "postponed until the tenth session" as it w a s received 

！ess than three months before the convening of the ninth session. The Board, 

however, considered none of the applications presented at that session (see (1), 

(2) and (8) above). 

(10) Union O.S.E. (EB13/NG0A4) 

This application was first reviewed by the 

session but "deferred pending a decision b y the 

Executive Board at its second 

Executive Board on the principle 

1
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involved". (The principle, which read, "The Organization shall not be sectional'
4

, 

was deleted by the third World Health Assembly.) 

Some contacts have been made with this Union with regard to the training of 

ancillary and auxiliary personnel. Consultations were held on this subject and on 

the possibilities of international assistance to the courses conducted by the Union 

O.S.E. 

The following information regarding two of the new applications will be of 

interest. 

(11) World Confederation for Physical Therapy (EB13/NGO/6) 

This organization was first inaugurated in September 1951 and held its first 

international congress in London, 7-12 September 1953, at which WHO was represented. 

(12) International Federation of Medical Student Associations (EB13AGO/9) 

WHO has been consulted several times by the Federation since its inception. 

Problems of medical education and students' health were the main subjects of 

consultation. Exchange of information has taken place, and advice given on an 

enquiry undertaken by the Federation on some problems of medical education. 
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The following comments in respect ef the two new applicants not included 

in document SB13/NGO/15 are submitted for consideration: 

American College of Surgeons: EBX3/NGO/5： 

Accorcdng to the application, this is a national organization. In this 

connexion criterion No. 2(vi) of the procedure for aomitting organizations 

into relationship with WHO should be taken into account. 

It could conceivably advise on those aspects of undergraduate and post-

graduate training which relate to surgery, as well as on social and occupational 

health in connexion with such projects as the standardization of prosthesis 

and ether aspects of rehabilitation. 

International Society of Oriminologys SB13/NGO/2j 

This is an organization whose interests cover murfci-disciplinary measures. 

WHO has previously participated in their international congresses. 
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The following comments in respect of the two new applioants not included 

in document SB13/NGO/15 are submitted for consideration: 

Ainerican College of Surgeons: EBX3/NGO/5： 

Accorcdng to the application, this is a national organization. In this 

connexion criterion No. 2(vi) of the procedure for admitting organizations 

into relationship with WHO should be taken into account. 

It could conceivably advise on those aspects of undergraduate and post-

graduate training which relate to surgery, as well as on social and occupational 

health in connexion with such projects as the standardization of prosthesis 

and ether aspects of rehabilitation. 

International Society of Oriminology? aB13/NGO/2> 

This is an organization whose interests cover multi-disciplinary measures. 

WHO has previously participated in their international congresses. 


