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INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S CENTRE, PARIS:

Item 9.2 of the Agenda (Document EB13/34)

Dr. DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, introducing document EB13/34, recalled that^

,

. ., л . �

n

at its fourth session,

r

••

the Board had adopted a resolution approving assistance in the

establishment of a children's centre in Paris for a period of not more than three years.
T扭e Board was therefore at the present stage required to reconsider the question and to
take into particular account the considerations listed in. paragraph 4 of the document.
The CHAIRMAN welcomed the representative of France and invited him to make a
statement on behalf of his Government.
Dr. BERNARD, representative of France, expressed appreciation of the opportunity
given to his Government, in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure, to expresr
its views on the question of the International Children's Centre, a question in which
it had a special interest.
The Board was aware that the International Children's Centre was of international
importance in that it had been put by the French Government at the disposal of the
Social Welfare Division of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and UNICEF, and
moreover, co-operated with all national and international institutions throughout the
world concerned with problems of childhood.
He had had the privilege of being present, though in another capacity, at the
fourth session of the Board which had adopted the resolution to which reference had
been made.

The situation before the Board at the present time was, however, somewhat

different, as it was net called upon to take a decision in the dark on WHO participatio.
in the Centre;

it had before it the record of the real achievements of the Centre

during its three years of existence.
1

off. Rec. ¥ld Hlth Org. 22, 5 (Resolution /ЁВ4, R2l7, Handbook cf Resolutions
and Decisions, second edition, p . 177)

•
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He would not attempt to give the Board a description of the activities of the
Centre, with which members were already familiar, bub would confine himself to
emphasizing certain essential features of its work.

The Centre had remained faithful

to its threefold mission of information， technical training in French, and research,
and, from the outset, its work in all three fields had never ceased to expand.

For

instance, the Centre had at an early stage considered problems of mental as well as
physical health and had concerned itself both with the normal and the sick child, in
keeping with the conception of the child as a whole^ envisaged in its statutes, and
bearing in mind the social and even the economic implications of the problems with
which it dealtо

Its work had also expanded geographically speaking:

experts and

fellows, particularly^ came to the Centre from all regions of the world.

It was

particularly significant to note the attention paid to problems of the African child,
the symposium held at Brazzaville constituting the first stage of the w o r k .
In order to fulfil the three main aspects of its work the Centre needed the

continuing aid of the international organizations concerned and, in particular, of the
World Health Organization•

Indeed) WHO, by its valuable participation in the

Technical Advisory Committee, by its granting of fellowships to the various categories
of personnel connected with the health and care of the child^ by the advice of its
experts and by its participation in public health and social investigations, played
f

a leading part in the development of the International Children s Centre•

In return,

lie believed that the Centre had already rendered，and would continue to render, real
services to the cause of children throughout the world•
The French Governmerrb was now^ as was shown in the document, making a substantial
contribution to the Centre's working expenses In addition to the financial contribution
by UNICEF，

That fact was proof of tho interest it accord.sd to the expansion of the
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Centre in a spirit of f u l l and friendly co-operation with W H O .

D r . van den ВЕШ noted that the composition of the Technical Advisory Committee
1

of the International Children s Centre was described on page 3 of document EB13/34.
With reference to paragraph 4(c) of that document, he believed that it should be
clearly stated whether the Ш0 representative on that committee should be appointed by
the Organization, in which case he would be responsible to the Health Assembly, or by
the Director-General•

He preferred the latter alternative.

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL referred to operative paragraph (4)(c) of resolution
/EB4.R217 (Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, second edition, page 178).

In

accordance with that provision, the Director-General would consider the nominee appointe
1

b y the Director of the International Children s Centre as his own representative who

would speak in a purely advisory capacity on that committee •

He fully agreed with the

previous speaker that such a procedure was preferable•

D r . BERNARD said that his Government considered that method of representation
appropriate and s o u n d .

D r . H Y D E recalled that h e h a d ¿ in connexion w i t h the consideration of the proposed

programme and budget estimates for 1955， raised a query in respect of the project for
the study on the separation of the mother and child (Official Records No. 50, page 339).
He understood that the inquiry on maternal care was to have been concluded by October
1953 and he would appreciate an explanation on the proposed budgetary appropriations
for the particular project to which he had referred*
D r . BEGG，Regional D i r e c t o r for E u r o p e , said that the separation studies h a d been
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begun in 1948 at the Tavistock Clinic in London under the direction of Dr. John EowlbyDuring 1950, while a consultant of WHO, Dr. Bowlby had consolidated the various
observations and research in that field， which had led to the publication of WHO
Monograph Series No. 2, Maternal Care and Mental Healths

In 1951，Dr. Bowlby and

Dr. Aubry of Paris had consulted on a collaborative research plan between the London
group and a group of research workers in Paris.
It had been known for some time that lack of a continuous personal relationship
between an infant and his mother could give rise to serious retardation of intellectual
and moral de velopment in some children and research had been essentially designed to
delineate and specify the conditions which led to greater or lesser degrees of damage
in such infants, as well as the conditions under which partial or total recovery might
ensue, with and without therapy.

Briefly, the attention of the London team was directed

towards the whole range of conditions of maternal separation and their effects， while
the Paris team was directed more towards the conditions under which typical gross
disorders occurred and the possibilities of therapy•

Both studies took into account

control samples of non-deprived children and had soundly based experimental design
and statistical control.

The findings showed that various emotional and intellectual

disorders in children, the etiology of which had previously been obscure, might be due
to maternal deprivation5

the manner in which that occurred and the possibilities of

remedying the defect had important fundamental consequences for the knowledge of infant
development in general»
Turning to the budgetary aspect, he said that the study had' been financed in part
from national resources in Sigland and France,
.

International participation initially
•

“

.

‘

1

by the International Children s Centre had been on the recommendation of the WHO
representative in the Technical Advisoiy Committee.

Originally, the participation
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of the International Children s Centre had been due to end in October 1953 but it had
already become obvious by the end of 1952 that the study could not be terminated at
such an early date.

Ш0 had been invited to participate in 1953, and that constituted

the explanation of the budgetary appropriations proposed.

An agreement had been con-

cluded between WHO and the International Children's Centre on that project until the
end of 1954 but WHO participation was considered desirable until the end of 1955.

It

was considered that the financial participation of Ш 0 in 1956 should be limited to the
costs involved in extracting the conclusions of the study and summarizing the experience
in a report.
D r . HÏDE thanked Dr. Begg for his explanation.

He believed, however, that there

was a basic need for a re-examination of policy and that an investigation .should be
carried out with regard to WHO'S responsibility in respect of research.

The project

in question seemed to him to be a type of basic research which might have been undertaken on a national footing.

It went beyond the present research policy of the

Organization • which on the other hand might be unduly restrictive as it stood.
1

He proposed that the Board should study at a future session the Organization s
general policy in respect of research and report thereon to the Health Assembly.
Decision:

(1)

D r . Hyde's proposal was adopted.

(See resolution EB13.R78.)

(2)
It was agreed to adopt a resolution including the points
contained in section 4 of document EB13/34, as amended, on the proposal of
Dr. van den Berg> to the effect that the WHO Representative of the Technical
Advisory Committee stoiAü be a representative of the Director-General.
(See resolution EB13.R71.)
The CHAIEMAN thanked D r . Bernard for his participation in the meeting.
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REVISION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSMBLI: Item 7.1 of
the Agenda (Document ЕВ1Э/52): REVISION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
EXECUTIVE BOARDS
Item 7 . 2 of the Agenda (Document E B 1 3 / 4 8 ) Î
REVISION
OF STAFF RULES: Item 8.14 of the Agenda <Document EB13/14)

Report of the Working Party (document EB13/75)
Revision of Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly
M r . MASON (alternate to Dr. Maclean), Chairman of the Working Party, on the Rules
of Procedure of the Health Assembly and Executive Board and on Staff Rules, recalled
that the working party had been requested to submit its recommendations following a
detailed study of the docuirientation submxtted by the Secretariat in order to expedite
thB work of the Board.
Commenting on section 1 of the report, "Revision of Rules of Procedure of the
Health Assembly", he said that in view of the fact that the Rules had grown over a
period of years and had been amended on various occasions, it was only natural that
certain inconsistencies should have resulted.

The working party had attested to

eliminate such inconsistencies and, if its recommendations were adopted, he believed
1

an effective instrument would have been evolved and consequently the Health Assembly s
p:.c ceedings simplified.
He emphasized that the proposed amendments consisted in changes of wording for
ths most part and did not introduce any amendments of substance unless such amendments
clearly foUowed from the Constitution or were implied Ъу the existing Rules of
Procedure.

As example s of the type of amendment introduced, he called attention to

new Rules 60 and 61 (document EB13/52, page 25).
The working party had decided to refer the revision of Rule 10 to the Board, as it
had not reached a clear-cut decision on the suggestion made by the Director-General
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(document EB13/52, page 8) to the effect that a time-limit of two days should govern
the addition of supplementary itea.3 to the agenda of a special session.
D r . van den BERG supported the suggestion made in the document submitted by the
Director-General.
Decision: The amendment to Rule 10, as proposed by the Director-General,
was approvedé
The CHAIRMAN called the Board's attention to the resolution proposed by the
Working Party on the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly (document EB13/75,
section 1.2, page 8).
Decision: The draft resolution proposed by the working party was adopted.
(See resolution EB13.R57.)
Revision of Rules of Procedure of Executive Board
M r . MASON recalled that it was general practice for the Rules of Procedure of the
Executive Board to be consistent to the greatest possible extent with the procedure in
the Health Assembly, a policy followed in most international organizations.

It had

therefore appeared that a decision on the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly
should be taken by the Seventh World Health Assembly before the Board submitted a
recoranendation on its own Rules.

Although, under the Constitution, the Board adopted

its own Rules of Procedure, certain provisions might become redundant as a result of
the decisions of the Health Assembly and accordingly it was recommended that the Board
should postpone consideration of its own Rules until its fourteenth session.
The CHAIRMAN called attention to 七he relevant resolution contained in section 2.3
(page 9 ) of the document submitted by the working party.
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Decision» The draft resolution proposed by the working party was adopted.
(See resolution EB13.R60.)
M r . CALDERWOOD, adviser to D r . Hyde, hoped that the Board would agree with the
view that the Dire ctor-General should be free to introduce any improvements in the
proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board before they were
considered at the fourteenth session.
It was so agreed
Revision of Staff Rules
Mr« MASON said the working party had considered the document submitted by the
Director-General (EB13/14) in accordance with Staff Regulation 12.2, which required
him to report annually to the Health Assembly such staff rules and amendments thereto
as he might make to inclement the Staff Regulations, after confirmation by the Executive
Board.

The Director-General had recommended certain changes of substance, all of

which were in conformity with principles agreed upon by the United Nations and other
United Nations organizations, as required by Article 36 of the Constitution of the
World Health Organization.
The Dire ctor-General had also proposed certain editorial changes vrtiich the
working party recommended should be confirmed with certain minor amendments indicated
on page 13 of its report (EB13/75).
Decision： The draft resolution proposed by the working party was adopted.
(See resolution EB13.R67.)
The CHAIRMAN thanked the members of the working party on behalf of the Board
for their excellent work.
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SYSTEM OF COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS: Item 8.13 of the Agenda
(Resolution ¥HA6.53j document EB13/61)
Decision： The Board decided to defer consideration of the question
of cost-of-living adjustments until after the United Nations General
Assembly had taken further action.
(See resolution EB13.R66.)

4.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE ON FINAL COST OF NEW
BUILDING Î
1
Item 8.16 of the Agenda： (Resolution WHA6.36; document EB13/78 )
The CHAIRMAN welcomed M r . Pelt, representative of the Secretary—General of the

United Nations, and asked D r . van den Berg to introduce the supplementaiy report of the
Building Committee (document EB13/78).

1

D r . van den BEEG, speaking as Chairman of the Building Committee, said that that
committee had hoped to be able to produce its report earlier： it had, however, proved
impossible to convene certain persons, whose presence was necessary at the meetings,
owing to their absence in other regions.
taken place two days previously.

The final negotiations had in fact only-

He suggested that M r . Toussaint, Rapporteur of the

Building Committee, be invited to introduce the report.
M r . TOUSSAINT, Rapporteur of the Building Committee, said the report now before
the Board gave details of the use made of the supplementary credit allocated by the
Fifth World Health Assembly to meet the expenses for certain additional work, and a
general statement of the costs borne by WHO in connexion with the extension of the
Palais des Nations to provide space for the headquarters of Щ 0 .
T

:

:

.
Reproduced in Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 52, Annex 18

The report also
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gave a detailed account of the decisions taken by the Building Coinmittee since the
session of the Sixth World Health Assembly, concerning the settlement of certain bills
still in dispute with the buildii^ contractors.

Since all outstanding questions,

including that of the architect's fees, had been settled, thanks to the spirit of
conciliation áiovm by all concerned and the valuable help given to Ш0 by Mr. Pelt,
Director of the European Office of the United Nations, the Building Committee considered
that its mission was fulfilled and submitted for the consideration of the Board the
draft resolution contained in paragraph 9 of its report.
Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Administration and Finance, thought the
Board would wish him to draw special attention to the work that had been carried out
by the Building Committee appointed by the Sixth World Health Assembly to complete the
•task of settling all outstanding claims, accounts and other matters regarding the
construction of the necessary addition to the Palais des Nations in order to provide
a permanent headquarters for WHO.

The task of the committee - which consisted of

Dr.. van den Berg (Chairman), Professor Canaperia and Mr. Toussaint (Rapporteur)had been onerous and he took the opportunity, on behalf of the Director-General, of
paying a tribute to its work, which had made it possible to conclude in a verysatisfactory manner all outstanding questions.

He wished also to thank the Government

of Switzerland for its generosity in•contiributing 3jООО,000 Swiss francs, which
represented the major portion of the cost of the construction work.

He drew attention

finally to the excellent co-operation throughout of the Director and other officers
of the European Office of the United Nations•
Professor FERREIRA proposed that the Board's resolution on the subject should
contain a paragraph thanking the United Nations for its valuable co-operation.
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Decision:

Professor Ferreira's suggestion was approved.

M r , PELT, Director, European Office of the United Nations, recalling that he had
been associated with the building project,谕ich had now been brought to a successful
conclusion, at its inception and again since the end of 1952, expressed the satisfactic.i
o f

the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the co-operation that had consistently

characterized the work of the two organizations • a satisfaction all the greater since
it was, he understood, shared by WHO.
He wished to associate himself with M r . Siegel in once more expressing thanks to
the Government of Switzerland, which through its contribution had made Ше project
possible, and peid a tribute to the Chairman and members of the Building Committee,
whose wise guidance had made it possible to solve all difficulties.
The CHAIRMâN thanked Mr. Toussaint and Mr. Pelt, on behalf of the Board, for
their statements.
Decision» The Board approved the draft resolution proposed by the Building
Committee in document EB13/78, commended the Building Committee for its
excellent work, expressed its deep appreciation of the co-operation of the
United Nations and reaffirmed its expression of thanks to the Government of
Switzerland for its generous contribution.
(See resolution EB13.R69.)

D a t e and PLACE OF MEETING OF THE FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Item 5.5 of the Agenda
〜The DEPUTÏ DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that the fourteenth session of the Board
should take place after the Seventh World Health Assembly, which was to begin on
Tuesday, 4 May 1954.

Eicperience had shown that the average length of Health Assembly

sessions was about three weeks.

Allowing the necessaiy time for the preparation of
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documents - four or five days 一 the session of the Board might therefore begin on
Thursday, 27 May.
Decision: The Board decided that its fourteenth session should begin
on Thursday, 27 May 1954， at the headquarters of the Organization in
Geneva.
(See resolution EB13.R61.)

6.

GIFTS TO WHO:
section 4)

Item 8.7 of the Agenda (continuation from seventh meeting,

Report of the Committee on Gifts or Bequests (document EB13/77)
The C H A I R M N recalled that the Board had delegated power to the Committee on
Gifts or Bequests to accept gifts made to WHO.

It would therefore only be necessary

to note the report now before the Board.
D r . HYDE, Chairman of the Committee, said it had discussed the question of small
gifts and felt that it might be desirable to study the matter further in the future.
He thought it would be more helpful to the Organization that such small gifts should
be directed to organizations such as (in the case of the United States of America)
tb.3 united Nations Citizens' Committee for the World Health Organization, which had
been formed by prominent citizens under the aegis of the National Health Council.
Decision: The Board noted the report of the Committee on Gifts
or Bequests (document EB13/77).

7.

OATH OF OFFICE:

REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA

The CHAIRMAN suggested that Dr. Cambournac be invited to take the oath of office,
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after the meeting rose, on his appointment as Director of the Regional Office for
•
.
Africa. D r . Cambournac would take up his post on 1 February 1954.
It was so agreed
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1.

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN'S CENTRE, PARIS：
EB4.R21;
document EB13/34)

Item 9.2 of the Agenda (resolution
•

D r . DOROLLE. Deputy Director-General, introducing document EB13/34, recalled that, *
at its fourth session, the Board had adopted a resolution approving assistance in the
establishment of a children's centre in Paris for a period of not more than three years
The Board was therefore at the present stage required to reconsider the question and to
take into particular account the considerations listed in paragraph 4 of the document.
The CHAIRMAN welcomed the representative of France and invited him to make a
statement on behalf of his Government,
D r . BERNARD, representative of France, expressed appreciation of the opportunity
given to his Government to express its views in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules
of Procedure, His Government concerned itself particularly with the question cf the
¡

International Children s Centre.
1

The Board was aware that the International Children s Centre was of international
importance In that it had been put by the French Government at the disposal of the
Social Affairs Division of the United Nations, of the specialized agencies and of
UNICEFî and, moreover, co-operated with all national and international institutions
concerned with problems of childhood throughout the world.
He had had the privilege of being present, though in another capacity, at the
fourth session of the Boar d vhich had adopted the resolution to which reference had
been made. The situation before the Board at the present time was, however, somewhat
different, as it was called upon to take a decision not merely on a question of
principle but rather on the positive basis of the real achievements of the Centre
during its thres years of existence,

EBl3/Min/25
page 5

He would not attempt to give the Board a description of the activities of the
Centre, with which members were already familiar, but would confine himself to
emphasizing certain essential features of its work.

The Centre had remained faithful

to its threefold mission of information, technical training in French,, and research
and, from the outset； its work in all three fields had increased to an ever-growing
extent. For instance, the Centre had at an early stage considered problems of mental
as well as physical health and had concerned itself both with the normal and the sick
child, in keeping with the wide scope of its constitution and bearing in mind the
social and even the economic implications of the problems with which it dealt.

Its

work had also spread from a geographical point of view and experts and fellows,
particularly^ came to the Centre from all regions of the world.

It was particularly

significant to note the attention paid to problems of the African child, the symposium
held at Brazzaville constituting the first stage of the work.
In order to fulfil the three main aspects of its work the Centre needed the
continuing aid of the international organizations concerned and, in particular, of the
World Health Organization.

Indeed； WHO, by its valuable participation in the

technical consultative coiranittee> by its granting of fellowships to the various
categories of personnel connected with the health and care of the child, by the advice
of its experts and by its participation in public-health and social investigations,
played a leading part in the development of the International Children's Centre.

In

return, he believed that the Centre had already rendered； and could continue to render；
real services to the cause of children throughout the world.
The French Government was now. as was shown 1л the document, making a substantial
contribution to the Centre's working expenses in addition to its financial contribution
to UNICEF.

That fact was proof of the interest it accorded to the expansion of the
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Centre in a spirit cf full and friendly co-operation with W H O .

D r 4 van den BERG noted that the composition of the technical consultative committee
1

within the International Children s Centre was described on page 3 of document EB13/34.
W i t h reference to paragraph 4(c) of that document^ he believed thçit it should be
*

•''

clearly stated whether the WHO representative on that Committee should b e appointed by
the Organization, in which case he would be responsible to the Health Assembly^ or by
the Director-General«

He preferred the latter alternativeл

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL referred to o p e r a t i c paragraph (4)(c) of resolution
EB4。R21 (Handbook of Ras-Dlutions and Decisions« second edition, page 17S) о In accord_•__ • I ••
_ Hи
щ
и i I —4 __ •Pi'a^l _ • • _• • _ __ i • г . • • i - • T 一- I" • ir ^
emmm

ance with that provision) the Director-General would consider the nominee appointed by
?

the Director of the International Children s Centro as his own representative who would
speak in a purely advisory capacity on that coimnittee•
speaker that such a procedure was preferable о

He fully agreed with the previou
.

Di% BERNARD said that his Government considered that method of representation
appropriate and sound、
Dr。НУШ recalled that he had^ in connexion with the consideration of the proposed
Programme and Bixdgot Estimates for 1955) raised a query in respect of the project for
the study on the separation of the mother and child ( ^ f i c i a l ^ R e ^ r d s No。50, page 339) r
He understood that the enquiry on maternal care was to have been concluded by October
1953 and he would appreciate an explanation on the proposed budgetary appropriations
for tha particular project to whi.ch he had referred,

Dr。BEGG》Regional Director for E u r o p e s a i d that the separation vstudies
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had been begun in 1948 at•the Tavistock Cliniû

direction of D r . John Bowlby.

London under the

During 1950； while a consultant to WH0 } D r , Bowlby had

consolidated the various observations and research in that f ^ l d , which had led to the
publication of WHO Monograph Series No。 2, Maternal Care and Mental Health. In 1951，
D r ç Bowlby and D r , Aubry of Paris had consulted cri a collaborative research plan
between, the London group and a group of research workers in Paris•
It had been known for some time that lack of a continuous personal relationship
between an

infant and his mother could give rise to serious retardation of intellectual

and m o r a l development in some children and that research had been essentially designed
to delineate and specify the conditions which led to greater or lesser degrees of
damage in such infants； as well as the conditiona under which partial or total
recovery might ensue 5 with and without therapy.

Briefly, the attention of the London
•S

team was directed towards the whole range of conditions of maternal separation and

their effects, while the Paris team was directed more towards the conditions ‘ under whicl
typical gross disorders occurred and the possibilities of therapy.

Both studies took

into account control samples of non-deprived children and had soundly based experimental design and statistical control.

The findings showed that various emotional and

intellectual disorders in children whose aetiology was previously obscure might be due
to maternal deprivation;

the manner in which that occurred and the possibilities of

remedying the defect had important fundamental consequencee for the knowledge of
infant development in general.
Turning to the budgetary aspect^ he said that the study had l>een financed in part,
from national resources in England and France„

International participation initially

by the International Children's Centre had been on the recommendation of the WHO
representative in the technical consultative committee. Originally, the participation
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of the International Children s Centre had been due to end in October 1953 but it had
already become obvioue by the end of 1952 that the study could not be terminated at
such an early date, WHO had been invited to participate in 1953， and that constituted
the explanation of the budgetary appropriations proposed. An agreement had been con1

cluded between WHO and the International Children s Centre on that project until the
end of 1954 but WHO participation was considered desirable until the end of 1955#
Thereafter it was considered that the financial participation of WHO in 1956 should be
limited to the costs involved in extracting the conclusions of the study and
summarizing the experienoe in a report#
Dr• HÏDE thanked D r . Begg for his explanation. He believed, however^ that there
appeared to be a basic need for a re-examination of policy and that an investigation
should be carried out with v m ^
research•

f

to WHO s responsibility in r . ^ ^ c t of

The project in question seemed to him to be a type of basic research which

might have been undertaken on a national footing.

It went beyond the present research

policy of the Organization, which on the other hand might be unduly restrictive as it
stood.
1

He proposed that the Board should study at a future session the Organization s
general policy in respect of research and report thereon to the Health Assembly.
Decision:

f

Dr t Hyde s suggestion was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN accordingly requested the Rapporteurs to draft a re commendation
along those lines.
Decisions
It was agreed to adopt a resolution including the points
contained in paragraph 4 of document EB13/34, as amended, on the
proposal of Dr• van den Berg, to the effect that the WHO representative
on the technical consultative committee should be a representative
of the Director-General.

,
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The CHAIRMAN thanked Dr. Bernard for his participation in the meeting.

2.
•

REVISION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY» Item 7.1 of
the Agenda (Document EB13/52)： REVISION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD; Item 7.2 of the Agenda (Document EB13/48)j REVISION
OF STAFF RULES s Item 8.14 of the Agenda-(Document EB13/14)
Report of the Working Party (document EB13/75)

#

Revision of Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly
Mr. MASON, Chairman of the Working Party on the Rules of Procedure of the Health
Assembly and Executive Board and on Staff Rules， recalled that the working party had
been requested to submit its rec oinmendat i ons following a detailed study of the
documentation submitted by the Secretariat in order to expedite the work of the Board»
Conimenting on section 1 of the report, "Revision of Rules of Procedure of the
41

Health Assembly , he said that in view of the fact that the Rules had grown over a
period of years and had been amended on various occasions, it was only natural that
certain inconsistencies should have resulted.

The working party had attempted to

eliminate such inconsistencies and, if its reeoiTimendations were adopted, he believed
an effective instrument would have been evolved and consequently the Health Assembly's
proceedings simplified.,
He emphasized that the proposed amendments consisted in changes of wording for
the most part and did not introduce any amendments of substance unless such amendments
clearly followed from the Constitution or were implied by the existing Rules of
Procedure.

As examples of the type of amendment introduced, he called attention lid

new Rules 60 and 61 (document EB13/52, page 25).
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The working party had decided to refer the revision of Rule 10 to the Board as it
had not reached a slenr-cirb decision on the suggestion made by the Director-General
(document EB13/52， page 8) to the effect that a time-limit of two days should govern
the addition of supplementary items to the agenda.
D r . van den BERG supported the suggestion made in the document submitted by the
Director-General.
Decision;

•The amendment to Rule 10, as proposed by the Director-General,

was approved.
1

The CHAIRMàN called the Board s attention to the resolution proposed by the
Working Party on the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly (document EB13/75,
paragraph 1.2).
Decision：

The draft resolution proposed by the working party was adopted.

Revision of Rules of Procedure of Executive Board
M r . MâSON recalled that it was general practice for the Rules of Procedure of the
Executive Board to be consistent to the greatest possible extent with the procedure in
the Health Assembly, a policy followed in most international organizations.

It had

therefore appeared that a decision on the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly
should be taken by the Seventh World Health Assembly before the Board submitted a
recommendation on its own Rules, Although, under the Constitution, the Board adopted
its own Rules of Procedure, certain provisions might become redundant as a result of
the decisions of the Heal十h Assembly and accordingl.y it was recommended that the Board
should postpone consideration of its own Rules until its fourteenth session.
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The CHAIRMAN called attention to the relevant resolution contained, in paragraph
2.3 of the document submitted Ъу the working party.
D9QÍ3Íoni

The draft resolution proposed Ъу the working party was adopted.

M r . CALDERWOOB, adviser to D r . Hyde, hoped that the Board, would, agree with
the view that the Director-General should Ъе free to introduce any improvements
in the proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board, before
they were considered at "the fourteenth session•

It was so agreed
Revision of Staff Rules (EB13/75, pages 9 to 13)
M r , MASON said the working party had considered the document submitted Ъу the
Director-General

(ЕВ13Д4)

in accordance with Staff Regulation 12.2, which required

him to report annually to the Health Assembly such staff rules and amendments
thereto as he might make to implement the Staff Regulations, after confirmation Ъу
the Executive Board.

The Director-General had recommendèd certain changes of

substance, all of which were in conformity with the practice of the United. Nations
and other United. Nations Organizations, ás required by Article 36 of the
Constitution of the World Health Organization.
The Director-General had also proposed certain editorial changes which the

working party recommended, should be confirmed with certain minor amendments indicateó
on page 13 of its report (EB13/75).
Decision»
The Board confirmed the revision of the Staff Rules as
proposed Ъу the Director-General, subject to the amendments
recommended. Ъу the working party.
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The CHAIRMAN thanked the .members of the working party on behalf of the Board,
for their excellent w o r k .

3.

SYSTEM OP COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS; Item 8.13 of the Agenda：
(Resolution WHA6.53 5 document EB13/61)

Deoisiont The Board, decided to defer consideration of the question
of cost-of-living adjustments until after the United Nations General
Assembly had taken further action.
The meeting was aA.journed at 3.5 Р.ш« and resumed at 3.25 P » m .
•• •

4.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE ON PINAL COST OP NEW BUIIDING:
Item 8.16 of the Agendas (Resolution \VHA6.36| document ЕВЗЗ/78)

The 6HAIHMÍN welcomed M r . Pelt, representative of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, and asked D r . van den Berg to introduce the supplementary report
of the Building Committee (document EB13/78)‘
«

D r . van den BERG, speaking as Chairman of the Building Committee, said that
that committee had hoped to be able to produce its report earlier：

it had,

however, proved, impossible to convene certain persons, whose presence was
necessary at the meetings, owing to their absence in other regions.
negotiations had in fact only taken place two days previously.

The final

He suggested that

M r . Toussaint, Rapporteur of the Building Committee, Ъе invited to introduce the
report.
M r . TOUSSAINT, Rapporteur of the Building Committee э said the final report now
before the Board gave details on the use madô of the supplementary credit allocated

Ъу the Fifth World. Health Assembly to meet the expenses for certain additional w o r k ,
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and a general statement of the costs borne by WHO in connexion with the expansion of
the Palais des Nations to provide space for the headquarters of WHO.
S

a v e

a

The report also

detailed account of the decisions taken by the Building Committee since the

session of the Sixth World Health Assembly, concerning the settlement of certain bills
still in dispute with the building contractors.

Since all outstanding questions,

including that of the architect's fees, had been settled, thanks to the spirit »f
conciliation shown by all concerned and the valuable help given to WHO by Mr. Pelt,
the representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Building
Committee considered that its mission was fulfilled and submitted for the consideration
of the Board the draft resolution contained in paragraph 9 of its report.
Mr. SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, Administration and Finance, thought the
Board would wish him to draw special attention to the work that had been carried out
Ъу the Building Committee appointed by the Sixth World Health Assembly to complete the
task of settling all outstanding claims, accounts and other matters regarding the
construction of the necessaiy addition to the Palais des Nations in order to provide
a permanent headquarters for WHO.

The task of the Committee - which consisted of

Dr. van den Berg (Chairman), Professor Canaperia and Mr. Toussaint (Rapporteur)had been onerous and he took the opportunity, on behalf of the Director-General, of
paying a tribute to its work, which had made it possible to conclude in a verysatisfactory manner all outstanding questions. He wished also to thank the Government
o f

Switzerland for its generosity in contributing 3,000,000 Swiss francs, which

represented the major portion of the cost of the construction work.

He drew attention

finally to the excellent co-operation throughout of the Director and other officers
of the European Office of the United Nations.
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Professor FEEEEIRA proposed that the Board's resolution on the subject should
contain a paragraph thanking the United Nations for its valuable co-operation.
Decision：

Professor Ferreira's suggestion was approved.

M r . PELT, Director, European Office of the United Nations, recalling that he
had been associated with the building project, which had now Ъееп brought to a
successful conclusion, at its inception and again since the end of 1952, expressed
the satisfaction of the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the co-operation
that had consistently characterized the work of the two organizations - a satisfaction
all the greater since it vas, he understood, shared by WHO,
He wished to associate himself with Mr. Siegel in once more expressing thanks to
the Government of Switzerland, which through its contribution had made the project
possible, and paid a tribute to the Chairman and members of the Building Coinmittee,
whose wise guidance had made it possible to aolve all difficulties.
The CHAIBMAN thanked Mr. Toussaint and Mr. Pelt, on behalf of the Board, for
their statements.
• • г
Decision： The Board approved the draft resolution proposed Ъу the Building
Committee in document EBI3/78, commended the Building Committee for its
excellent work, expressed its deep appreciation of the co-operation of the
United Nations and reaffirmed its expression of thanks to the Government of
Switzerland for its generous contribution.

5.

DATE AND PLACE OF MEETING OF THE FOUBTEEKTH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD:
It on 5.5 of the Agenda
D r . DOBOLLE, Deputy Director-General, recalled that the fourteenth session of the

Board should take place after the Seventh World Health Assembly, which was to begin
cm Tuesday k May 193^.

Experience had shown that the average length of Health Assembly

sessions was about three weeks.

Allowing the necessary time for the preparation of
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documents - four or five days - the session of the Board might therefore begin on
Thursday, 27 May.
Decision?
The Board decided that its fourteenth session should begin
on Thursday, 27 May 1954, at the headquarters of the Organization in
Geneva.

6.

GIFTS TO WHO: REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GIFTS OR BEQUESTSt
the Agenda (document EB13/77)
-•
•
.

Item 8.7 of

The CH&IRMAN recalled that the Board had delegated power to the Committee on
Gifts or Bequests to accept such gifts. It would therefore only be necessary to note
the report now before the Board.
D r . HIDE, Chairman of the Committee, said it had discussed the question of
small gifts and felt that it might be desirable to study the matter further in the
future. He thought it would be more helpful to the Organization that such small
gifts should be directed, to organizations such as (in the case of the United States
of America) the United Nations Citizens

1

Committee for the Woi-ld Health Organization,

which had been formed by prominent citizens under the aegis of the National Health
Council.
Decision:
The board noted the report of the Committee on Gifts
or Bequests (EKL3/77)
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that Dr, Cambournao be invited to take the oath of
office, after the meeting rose, on his appointment as Director of the Regional Office
for Africa. Dr* Cambournao would take up his post on 1 February 1954,
It was so agreed

‘

The meeting rose at 3.45 p»m.

