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1. REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOB 1955î DBAFT STATEMENT FOR 
INCOBPORA.TION IN THE REPOBT. (See twentieth meeting, page Ik.) 

The CHAIRMAN said that on the proposal of Professor Saleh> a paragraph regarding 

the relative needs of the various regions had been referred to the drafting group. 

A draft vas now submitted to the Board. 

Professor SALEH read out the following draft： 

"The Board discussed the importance of adjusting the budgets and 
field progranmes in accordance with the relative needs of the various 
regions and countries, and emphasized that the ratio of regional 
allocations should adequately reflect the varying needs of the areas 
concerned. The Board further noted that the geographical distribution 
of the funds provided in the regular budget cannot be considered alone, 
since the disproportionate needs of the regions are taken into account 
in the total resources, including the United Nations Technical 
Assistance and UNICEF, etc. 

. • « • 
The Board directed attention to the desirability of bearing 

carefully in mind, in case of any readjustment in any portion of 
the budget, the relative urgent needs of some of the regions. 

Dr. BRADY, alternate to Dr. Hyde, suggested that the last line Ъе amended to 
. •• . . . . . 

read "the relative urgency of need in the various regions". 

Decision: It was agreed that the statement, as amended, should be 
incorporated in the comments of the Executive Board on the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1953. (See Official Becords 
No. 53, page 20.) 一 

2. BEPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL OKGANIZATIONS 
(continuation froni twenty-second meeting, section 6) : Items 9.5, 9Л and 
9.5 of the Agenda； Document EB13/7^. • 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should continue its consideration of the 

draft report of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (EBI3/7U)• 
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. . . . • • • • • ‘ . 華 

Conajderatton of new applications (section 2 of the report) . 

Decision: The draft résolution was adopted. (See resolution EB13.E72, part II.) • 

Biennial review of organizations already in official relations (section 5 of the report) 

Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution proposed Ъу the 

Standing Committee. (See. resolution EB13.R7^.) 

Principles governing the admission of non-governmental organizations Into official 
relations vith WHO - Amendments proposed by the Government of Belgium (section k of the 

report)""“ 

Professor ANDERSEN recalled that the Belgian Government had proposed to limit 

the field in which non-governmental organizations might intervene, on the grounds 

that their co-operation in a technical organization was useful only on a strictly 

technical level. It had therefore proposed that the vording of the second paragraph 

of section 3(i) of the Working Principles governing the admission of non-governmental 

organizations into relations with WHO (Handbook of Basic Documents, sixth edition, 

page 119) Ъе amended to read "Whenever the Health Assembly, a committee or 

conference convened under its authority, discusses a scientific or technical 

item in which a related non-governmental organization is particularly interested...". 

A similar amendment had been proposed to section 5(iii). 

The Standing Committee had felt that the proposal was too restrictive in the 

c a S
e of WHO, since there might be matters other than the purely technical vhich it 

vould Ъе of interest for the Organization to discuss vith non-governmental organizations. 

The Belgian Government h^d further proposed that non-governmental organizations 

should appoint only one representative to participate in any WHO meeting. The Standing 
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> Committee believed that the present situation should be maintained< It.was sometimes 
. ‘ • • •. .-• ；"• •“ ：， . . 

preferable for a non-governmental organisation to be represented by more than one 

• : 

observer> since a single person might net be competent to discuss all the various 

questions that might arise. 

Decision; The Board adopted the resolution proposed by the Standing Committee. 
(See resolution EBl?.B73•) 

3. REPOBT OF THE DARLING FOUNDATION COMMITTEE: Item 10.1 of the Agenda 
,(Documents EB13/72 and EB13/WP/15) 

Mode of Presentation of the Medals and Prizes (Fourth Award) 

The CHAIEMAN reminded the Board that the Darling Foundation Award was made annually 

in memory of the distinguished malariologist killed accidentally in the Middle East. 

The Darling Foundation Committee consisted of the Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen of the 

Executive Board and the Chairman of the Expert Committee on Malaria； it had had before 

it the nominations of the Expert Committee on Malaria. The Acting Administrator of the 

Foundation having confirmed that two prizes and two medals could be awarded in 1955, the 

committee had unanimously decided to award them, in accordance vith the recommendation 

cf the Expert Committee on Malaria, to Dr. G* Robert Coatney and Professor George 

MacDonald. He drew attention to section b of the report (document EB13/72) which 

contained recommendations concerning the mode of presentation to the tvo recipients. 

Decision: The Board approved the recommendations of the Darling Foundation 
Committee as submitted in the draft resolution in document EB15/WP/15. (See 
resolution EB13.E76.) 

1

 Reproduced in Off,Rec ,Wld Hlth Org. 52, Annex 19 
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Proposal for Revision of Regulations 

. ••-
Decision: The Board adopted the recommendations proposed by the Darling 

Foundation Committee in document EB13/72， section 5. (See resolution EB13.RÎ7.) 

、 STANDARDIZATION OF LABORATORY TESTS OP POODS: Item 2.3 of the Agenda (Resolution 

WHA6.I6： Document EB13/73) (continuation from third meeting, section 2) 

Beport of Working Party 

Professor JETTMAE, referring to paragraph k of the draft resolution proposed 

Ъу the Working Party for adoption Ъу the Executive Board (EB15/75， page 2), informed 

the Board that the large committee working in Austria on the "Codex Alimentarius 

Austriacus", under the chairmanship of the Minister of Social Affairs, would Ъе glad to 

be consulted Ъу WHO about the standardization of laboratory tests of foods
 # 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Director-General to note Professor Jettmar
1

s observation. 

Decision: The Board approved the draft resolution contained in the report of 

the working party. (See resolution EB13.E^7j 

5 . REVIEW OF EEPOETS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES (continuation from third meeting, section 3) 

Expert Committee on the International Pharmacopoeia： Item 2.6.13 of the Agenda (Docu-

ment EB15/13) 

D r . BBADY remarked that a number of excellent reports of expert committees had 

been submitted during the present session； of these, the report of the Expert Coinmittee 

on the International Pharmacopoeia was' one* He was impressed by the amount of work 

done by member's of that panel between sessions of the committee,, work which included 

research on subjects assigned Ъу the committee, collection of material, writing of 

monographs， etc. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed with Dr. Brady
1

s remarks, adding that the Expert Committee on 
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the International Pharmacopoeia had come into being in 195紅 and continued steadily even 

throughout the war. A great deal of work had been done personally by the members, 

without any remuneration or special recognition, in order to achieve what was a very 

fine piece of work. ‘ 

It vas unnecessary for the Board to approve publication of the report since the 

material vould Ъе incorporated in the Pharmacopoea International:!s or its addenda. 

Decision: The Board noted the report of the Expert Committee on the Internation^： 
Pharmacopoeia and thanked the members for their vork. (See resolution EB1J.R55.) 

6 . TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AT EIGHTH AND SUBSEQUENT HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item 5.1 of the 
Agenda (Résolution EB12.BT： Document EB13/68) 

The CHAIBMAN said that the question of technical discussions at future Health 

Assemblies was one of the most important before the Board and he would v-lcome discussion 

on points (a) to (e) on page 5 of document EB15/68. He hká always felt that-.the 

World Health Assembly presented a unique opportunity for technical discussions in that 

it brought together very senior medical officers from all parts of the world who in 

their own countries vere all engaged on medical administrative public-health work. 

D r . VABGAS-MEHDEZ recalled that at the Sixth World Health Assembly almost all the 

delegations had expressed their views on the technical discussions, either officially 

or unofficially in private conversations. He believed there was general agreement on 

two points： first that the technical discussions should be maintained because, as the 

Chairman had remarked, the World Health Assembly was a unique gathering of experts in 

public health, and secondly, that in their present form they did not yield all that 

could be expected of them • indeed, it vould be difficult to find a form of discussion 

that would meet all the opinions expressed. 
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Another point discussed had been at what moment in the programme of the Health 

Assembly the technical discussions should take place： vhether the plenary meetings or 

the main committee meetings should be suspended for two or three days, or whether the 

discussions should form part of the programme of the Health Assembly itself. 

With regard to the form the discussions should take, it was obvious that to discuss 

the experience of the various countries with regard to tuberculosis or venereal 

diseases, for instance, without further co-ordination, would not throv much light on 

the general situation. One suggestion had been that the discussions should take the 

form of seminars with two or three rapporteurs of international repute, each of whom 

would- open a discussion Ъу presenting a general summary of a particular subject. The 

rapporteurs might be members of delegations^ thus sparing the Organization extra expense. 

He thought no-one had very definite views on those points and lt would be useful 

to hear what the other members of the Board and the Director-General had to say about 

them. If the technical discussions vere.to,be continued^ they should be worth the 

time spent in attending•them. 

• • • 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the question of the topic and organization of the 

technical discussions at the Seventh World Health Assembly had been decided by the Board 

at its last session (resolution EB12.R7)
#
 The.matter now before the Board was whether 

it wished to make any suggestions regarding technical； discussions at subsequent 

Health Assemblies. . 

Ambassador HURTADO said the Board's post-Assembly meeting was always a short one 

and it had perhaps been obliged to take a decision in too much haste. He would add 

to what D r , Vargas-Mendez had said b y emphasizing that opinion at the time vas very 

divided. Some of the papers presented at the previous Health Assembly had been 

excellent but had not given rise to technical discussion properly speaking； 
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Discussions in the past had not taken any of the classical forms - conference, 

panel of experts, round-table discussion. What form should Ъе recommended? 

perhaps the term "discussions" should not Ъе used, since it could Ъе argued that there 

was no opposition of conflicting^points of view. 

The World Health Assembly, a gathering at the highest level in the field of 

health, had already gained extraordinary prestige throughout the world. But he 

considered that it was important, if only as a matter of policy, to include a really 

scientific discussion in its programme ~ something apart fron the routine matters 

of administration. The Health Assembly, which vas attended Ъу over sixty states, 

vith an average of tvo to three members even in xhe sns-ller àeJ.egations, constituted 

an important and responsible forum, Besides the technical experts, а пгшЪег of 

other qualified persons were present, and this afforded a unique opportunity to 

constitute panels of experts, Ъу ^hîch he meant a group of experts having undisputed 

capabilities in a particular field. It vrould Ъе a great thing for those vho had had 

to obtain their information from publications and reviews to meet their teachers in 

person. The only place they could do so vas the World Health Assembly. 

He considered that the period of two days agreed upon Ъу ths Board at its last 

session should be sufficient for such technical discussions, bat reiterated that the 

prestige of the World Health Assembly would be further enhanced in the scientific 

f l e
l

d
 if occasionally the administrative vork vere interrupted to allow world authori-

ties to speak on topics of present-day interest. The D-<rector-General was probably 

in the best position to advise on the choice of subject and of speaker. 

D r . van den BEEG said that the view had been expressed Ъу some that the technical 

discussions should be highly scientific in nature vhereas others ^ - H e v e d that such 

discussions should not Ъе held primarilv for their .intrinsic technical value, 
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but rather for their value to the Health Assembly and to all representatives. Indeed, 

the former course did not appear desirable, since the specialists vho came to the Health 

Assembly were specialized in many varied fields. 

He agreed with the previous speaker that the technical discussions were of great 

value for two reasons, namely, that they gave delegates the opportunity of hearing 

opinions of specialists which they could then discuss, and, even more important, 

discuss on an informal basis and as individuals, instead of meeting their fellow 

delegates only in meetings of a purely administrative nature and where they spoke 

as members of delegations. Such discussions, therefore, contributed greatly 

towards a favourable atmosphere in the Health Assembly. He also called attention 

to the fact that junior members of delegations who did not often speak in formal 

meetings, had on those occasions proved their worth. It vas accordingly essential 

to bear in mind the real purpose of the technical discussions vhen considering the 

form they should take in the future. 

The CHAIRMAN believed it vas important for the Board to decide first of all on 

some definition of the objectives of the technical discussions, as mentioned under 

point (a) on page 5 of document EB13/68. In that connexion, he called attention to 

the final sentence of the middle paragraph on page b of that same document. 

Dr. TOGBA said he vould welcome the continuation of technical discussions of an 

informal nature as had originally been Intended. He vas not in favour of the type 

of meeting where experts were invited to deliver papers of a highly specialized nature, 

such a procedure necessarily making for higher costs, but he maintained the desirability 

of an exchange of views and of experience among delegates to the Health Assembly. 
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He would also welcome inclusion in such discussions of matters connected with 

regional considerations. 

However, it should Ъе borne In mind that many of the representatives of public-

health aâminlstratione vho attended Health Assemblies were eager to complete their 

work as expeditiously as possible. 

D r . MACLEAN agreed vith the suggestion made Ъу the previous speaker that technical 

discussions should not be too highly specialized in nature "but should rather conform 

to the objectives laid down in points (3) and (5) (document EB13/68 page 5)• 

Technical discussions at Health Assemblies could not cornete with certain other 

international gatherings of experts in specialized fields of medicine and, furthermore, 

as most delegates vere public-health administrators, if an attempt to compete was 

made, the discussions might assume the character of a lecture. 

He drew particular attention to a suggestion made Ъу the Canadian delegation, 

contained 011 page >4- of the document, to the effect that the discussions might take 

the form of a general review of the vork of the Organization from a technical point 

of view, with the regional directors taking a leading part in explaining the Organiza-

tion's work in the field under discussion. He vould for his part urge the adoption 

of a procedure of that nature. He recalled that he had participated in technical 

discussions at two Health Assemblies and, though they had been of interest, he had 

felt somewhat dissatisfied and did not regard attendance at such discussions as 

indispensable at future Health Assemblies if they vere conducted in the same manner. 

The Committee on Programme and Budget was responsible for deciding on.the choice 

of projects to be included in the programme from the point of view of their technical 

value as well as of their budgetary feasibility； the committee did not, however, 
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enter into details of the various projects. Accordingly, if it vere to be decided 

to hold the technical discussions along the lines suggested Ъу the Canadian delegation, 

he wondered whether they could not take the form of a critical review of field work 

carried out Ъу the Organization, in conjunction with technical officers who had 

participated in the projects concerned. He realized that such a plan might mean 

additional expenditure but he believed that with a little ingenuity, the costs could 

be kept down； for instance, if it veré decided to hold the Eighth World Health 

Assembly In Mexico, projects of local interest could Ъе particularly considered, 

and at other Assemblies workers in the field who
;
 had returned to Europe or who 

vere on home leave could be invited to attend the.Health Assembly to participate 

in the discussions. In that way delegates vould become more fully acquainted with 

the Organization's work in the field and the delegations from countries where projects 

vere being carried out vould Ъе able to give their views. Discussions of that type 

would appear to present greater value than the more academic discussions held in 

the past. 

Dr. MOOBE was in favour of the continuation of technical discussions at the 

Health Assembly, although he had no personal experience of them. He agreed vith 

D r . Maclean that a critical review of some section'of the Organization's activities 

vould be of the utmost interest. 

He also agreed that it might Ъе desirable to institute a procedure whereby, at 

the discretion of the Director-General and of the Committee on Programme and Budget, 

a person responsible for some particularly outstanding contribution to the world of 

medicine in a recent period might from time to time Ъе invited to attend the Health 

Assembly. That would probably occur relatively rarely, but in any case, there was 
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no reason why the type of technical discussion should not vary slightly from year 

to year. 

Professor SALEH believed that points (1) and (紅）of the objectives listed in 

the document vere of particular importance and were preferable to too highly special-

ized technical discussions. In connexion with point (U), the region with which he 

was best acquainted, for Instance, was particularly interested in the problem of 

tuberculosis, especially following the discovery of the relatively low incidence of 

tuberculosis in Iran as compared with Europe generally. Exchanges of views on a 

health problem of that nature might Ъг valuable in that they could lead to research 

in the field by a WHO expert whose report vould then be discussed at a highly-

technical level. He could not, however, favour the introduction at the Assembly of 

highly technical lectures, as clearly all delegates had numerous opportunities to 

attend meetings of that type. 

Dr. KAHAWITA was also opposed, in view cf the varied specialization of delegates 

to the Health Assembly/"to too great an emphasis being placed on the scientific nature 

of such discussions. In many countries, experience had shown that public-health 

progranimes were limited by considerations which vere not strictly technical in nature. 

He therefore considered that it would Ъе v a l m b l e for certain health problems to 

Ъе discussed to which sufficient attention was not always given throughout the world. 

Dr. ANWAR agreed with many of the previous speakers that delegations were m d e 

up primarily of public-health administrators and specialists in a wide variety of 

subjects. That would point to the desirability of discussions of value 
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to all members and not to scientific lectures. A commentary on experiences in the 

different countries wouid prove the most useful. 

Professor ANDERSEN strongly supported the suggestion.made by Dr» Maclean. It 

wag preferable for such discussions to be confined to the field work of.WHO, on 

which the regional directors could provide important information. 

Dr. AL-WAHBI welcomed the fact that a larga- number of members of the Board had 

expressed their appreciation of the value of technical discussions than had been the 

case at previous sessions. He agreed that in a sense the technical discussions had 

not in the past been as valuable as they might have been, but he felt that they would, 

when re-organized, constitute a most desirable aspect of the Health Assembly's 

activities. He also held that the discussions should be confined to the general 

work of WHO and he further recommended that they should take up the equivalent of 

two working days. 

The CHAIRMAN gathered that the Board was almost universally in agreement that 

the object of the discussions should be to utilize the knowledge of public-health 

administrators, and that they should not primarily be devoted to purear scientific 

topics inasmuch as delegations contained few expert? in a single highly specialized 

field and, furthermore, such knowledge could be gained elsewhere. There appeared 

to be general support for the suggestion made by Dr. Maclean that various aspects 

of the programme should be discussed in greater detail. 
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The Board was also required to consider whether the technical discussions 

should, as hitherto, remain of an informal nature with members speaking in their 

capacity as individual experts and not as members of délégations^ so that arçr 

decisions arrived at would not in any way commit the Health Assembly. He would also 

welcome the views of the Bôard as to the length of time to be devoted to such 

technical discussions. The suggestion had been made that they should be allotted 

time corresponding to one-and-a-half to three full working days. 

D r . van den BSRG welcomed the expression of general opinion that the 

discussions should retain their informal nature. As a oonseqaance of that opinion, 

he believed that the discussions should be outside the regular proceedings of the 

Health Assembly. 

Dr. TOGBA agreed with Dr. van den Berg in that respect-

AmbassadorHURTADO expressed his profound amazement at the statements of 

opinion made by members of the Board. He was unable to understand the negative 

attitude adopted with regard to participation in the discussions by scientific experts. 

Some confusion in terminology had doubtless arisen, as, in his own mind, technical 

experts and scientists were synonymous in a body such as the Health' Assembly. ' It 

was unthinkable that the World Health Assembly should shy at the mention of the 

word "scientist". Neither could he agree with the suggestion that the technical 

discussions should remain outside the regular proceedings of the Health A s s e m b l y : . 

since the Health Assembly was a corporate entity, no part of its work could be 

informal, and it was impossible for it to disown гeсоí(üaendations made by its members. 
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Professor ALIVISATOS also supported the proposal that the discussions should 

retain their informal character and that their duration should Ъе thô 

equivalent of two working days, 
. . , � . • . • . . . . . 

D r . M C L E A N could not fully appreciate the implications of и 

decision that the technical discussions should be convened on a formal or an informal 

basis- There could surely be no tfejection to those discussions forming part of 

the Health Assembly's proceedings, No government would wish to give instructions 

on purely technical matters. If the.discussions were to refer to details of the 

field work of the Organization, they should clearly be regarded as part of the work 
• . . . 

of the Committee on Programme and Budget. Any decisions arrived at would not caranit 

governments. 

D r . van den BERG could, not agree with D r . Maclean that the discussions 

should be included in t h e work of the Committee on Programme and Budget. The 

discussions were intended for the benefit of all menioers attending tae Health 

Assembly and it would be unfortunate for the many technical experts obliged to 

attend meetings of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters to 

be deprived of taking part in them. 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the basic principle hitherto followed had been 

for the technical discussions to be entirely free and for the Health Assembly to 

incur no responsibility in the re commendations made as a result of them. D r . 

Maclean
1

s suggestion that the discussions should form part of the Gôiranittee on 

Programme and Budget would fundamentally alter their character. 
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Dr. MACLEAN appreciated the points raised by Dr- van den Berg- He recollected 

however, that, in the past, delegates attending meetings of the Committee on 

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters had always been most eager to continue with 

their agenda• He thau^it that such discussions as he proposed would lend flesh 

and blood to the bare bones of the projects as at present discussed by the Committee 

on Programme and Budget, and would be of real interest to all public-health 

adndnistrators • The discussions should, in his opinion, be part of the Health 

A s s e m b l y ^ proceedings, but the question of whether they would be restricted to the 

Commit tee on Programme and Budget or would be held in a joint meeting of the Committee 

on Programme and Budget and the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters could be decided at a later stage. 

Dr. van den BERG, speaking from his own experience, emphasized that many 

members of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters had deplored 

the fact that they had not been given an oppertunity of attending the technical 

discussions • 

(For continuation of discussion, see following meetings) 

The meeting rose at 4 p,nu 
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1. REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1955S Draft Statement for 
incorporation in the report. 

The CHAIRMAN said that on the proposal of Professor Saleh, a paragraph regarding 

the relative needs of the various regions had been referred to the drafting group. 

A draft was now submitted to the Board. 

Professor SALEH read out the following draftî 

."The Board discussed the importance of adjusting the budgets and 
field programmes in accordance with the relative needs of the various 
regions and countries

5
 and emphasized that the ratio of regional 

allocations should adequately reflect the varying needs of the areas 
concerned. The Board further noted that the geographical distribution 
of the funds provided in the regular budget cannot be considered alone, 
since the disproportionate needs of the regions are taken into account 
in the total resources, including the United Nations Technical 
Assistance and UNICEFj etc. 

The Board directed attention to the desirability of bearing 
carefully in mind that in case of any readjustment in ary portion of 
the budget

3
 the relative urgent needs of some of the regions should 

be kept in mind." 

Dr BRADY, alternate to Dr.办de, suggested that the last line be amended to 

read "the relative urpency of need in the various regions should be kept in mind". 

Decision； It was agreed that the statement, as amended, should Ъе 
incorporated in the comments of the Executive Board on the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1953. 

2 - REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNICNTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
(continuation)! Items 9.3， 9.4 and 9.5 of the Agenda； Document EB13/74. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Board should continue its consideration of the 

draft report of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (EB13/74). 
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Consideration of new applications 

Professor MDERSEN read the draft resolution proposed by the Standing Conmittee 

in section 2 of the report. 

Decisions The draft resolution was adopted. 

Biennial review of organizations already in official relations 

Professor MDERSEN read section 3 of the Standing Comrittee 丨 s report relating 

to the biennial review of organizations already in official relations, including a 

proposed resolution. 

Decision： The Board adopted the draft resolution proposed by the 
Standing Committee. 

Principles governing the admission of non-governmental organizations into 

official relations with WHO - Amendments proposed by the Government of 

Belgium 

Professor ANDERSEN recalled that the Belgian Government had proposed to limit 

the field in which non-governmental organizations might intervene, on the grounds 

that their co-operation in a technical organization was useful only on a strictly 

technical level. It had therefore proposed that the wording of the second 

paragraph of section 3(i) of the Working Principles governing the admission of 

non-governmental organizations into relations with WHO (Handbook of Basic Documents, 

sixth edition, page 119) be amended to read "Whenever the Health Assembly, a committee 

or confcrence convened under its authority, discusses a scientific or technical 

item in which a related non-governmental organization is particularly interested...». 
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A similar amendment had been proposed to section 5(iii). 

The Standing Committee had felt that the proposal was too restrictive in the 

case of WHO, since there might be matters other than the purely technical which it 

vould. be of interest for the Organization to discuss with non-governmental 

organizations. 

The Belgian Government had further proposed that non-governmental organizations 

should appoint only one representative to participate in any WHO meeting. The 

Standing Committee believed that the present situation should be maintained. It 

vas sometimes preferable for a non-goverraaental organization to be represented Ъу more 

than one observer, since a single person might not be competent to discuss all the 

various questions that might arise. 

Decision: The Board adopted the resolution proposed by the Standing Committee. 

5 . BEPORT OF THE DARLING FOUNDATION С0Ж1ТТЕЕ: Item 10.1 of the Agenda 

(Documents ЕБ13/72 and EBlj/WP/l，) 

Mode of Presentation of the Medals and Prizes (Fourth Award) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Board that the Darling Foundation Award vas made 

annually in memory of the distinguished malariologist killed accidentally in the 

Middle East. The Darling Foundation Committee consisted of the Chairman and two 
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Vice-Chairmen of the Executive Board and the Chairman of the Expert Committee on 

Malariaj it had had before it the nominations of the Expert Committee on Malaria. 

The Acting Administrator of the Foundation having confirmed that two prizes and 

two medals could be awarded in 1955, the committee had unanimously decided to 

award them, in accordance with the recommendation of the Expert Committee on 

Malaria, to D r . G . Eobert Coatney and Professor George MacDonald. He drew 
» 

attention to paragraph 4 of the report (document EBI5/72) which contained 

recommendations concerning the mode of presentation to the two recipients. 

Decision: The Board approved the re commendations of the Darling Foundation 

Committee as submitted in the draft resolution in document EBI5/WP/15
 f 

Proposal for Revision of Regulations 

The CHAIEMAN read section 5 of the Darling Foundation Committee's report, 

containing recommendations concerning the revision of the regulations. 

Decision: The Board adopted the re с onmiendat ions proposed Ъу th© Darling 

Foundation Committee in document EB15/72, section 5 . 

. . . . : • • 

k • STAHDAEDIZATION OF LABOEATOEY TESTS OF FOODS - EEPOET OF WORKING PARTT : 

Item 2^3 of the Agenda (Eésolution WHA6.I6: Document EBI3/73) 

. • •• • 

Professor JETŒMAE, referring to paragraph k of the draft resolution proposed 

by the Working Party for adoption Ъу the Executive Board (EBlj/75 page 2), informed 

the Board that the large committee vorking in Austria on the "Codex Alimentar lus • 

Austriacus", under the chairmanship of the Minister of Social Affairs, would be 

glad to be consulted by WHO about the standardization of laboratory tests of foods. 
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The CHAIRMAN invited the Director-General to note Professor Jettmar
1

s 

observation. 

Decision: The Board approved the draft resolution contained in the 

report of the working party (document EB15/75). 

5 >
 EXEEET COMMITTEE ON THE IUTERMTIOIiAL PHAEMACOPOEIA - TWELFTH EEPOET： 

Item 2.6.15 of the Agenda (Document EB13/13) 

D r . BRADÏ remarked that a number of excellent reports of expert committees 

had Ъееп submitted during the present session; of these, the report of the 

Expert Committee on the International Pharmacopoeia was one. He was impressed 

Ъу the amount of work done Ъу members of that panel between sessions of the 

conmittee, work which included research on subjects assigned Ъу the committee, 

collection of material, writing of monographs, etc. 

The CHAIRMAU agreed with D r . Brady's remarks, adding that the Expert 

Committee on the International Pharmacopoeia had come into being in 195紅 and 

continued steadily even throughout the v a r . A great deal of work had been done 

personally by the members, without any remuneration or special recognition, in 

order to achieve vhat was a very fine piece of work. 

It was unnecessary for the Board to approve publication of the report, since 

the material vould be incorporated in the Pharmacopoea Internationalis and its 

Addenda. 

Decision; The Board noted the report of the Expert Committee on the 
International Pharmacopoeia and thanked the members for their work. 
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6 . TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS A T EIGHTH A N D SUBSEQUENT HEALTH ASSEMBLIES: Item 5
#
1 

of the Agenda (Resolution EB12.E7： Document EBI3/68). ' 

The CHAIRMAN said that the question of technical discussions at future 

Health Assemblies was one of the most important before the Board and he would 

welcone discussion on points (a) to (e) on page 5 of document EBI3/68. He had 

always felt that the World Health Assembly presented a unique opportunity for 

technical discussions in that it brought together medical officers from all parts 

of the w o r l d who in their own countries were all engaged on administrative public-

health w o r k . 

D r . VAEGAS-MENDEZ-recalled that at the Sixth World Health Assembly almost a l l 

the delegations had expressed their views on the technical discussions, either 

officially or unofficially in private conversations. He believed, there was 

general agreement on two points,: first that the technical discussions should Ъе 

maintained, because, as the Chairman had remarked, the World Health Assembly vas a 

unique gathering of experts in public health, and secondly, that in their present 

- •
 1

 • * « .•. 
torn they did not yield all that could be expected of them - indeed, it would be 

difficult to find a form of discussion that would meat all the opinions expressed. 

Another point discussed had been at what moment in the programme of the 

He.alth Assembly the technical discussions should take place； whether the plenary 

meetings or the nain committee meetings should be suspended for two or three days, 

or whether the discussions should form part of the programme of the Health 

Assembly itself• 
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With regard to the form the discussions should take, it vas obvious that to 

discuss the experience of the various countries vith regard to tuberculosis or 

venereal diseases, for instance, without further co-ordination, would not throw 

much light on the general situation. One suggestion had been that the 

discussions should take the form of seminars with tvo or three rapporteurs of 

international repute, each of whom would open a discussion Ъу presenting a general 

summaiy of a particular subject. The rapporteurs might be members of delegations, 

thus sparing the Organization extra expense, 

He thought no-one had very definite views on those points and it vould Ъе 

useful to hear vhat the other members of the Board and the Director-General had 

to say about them. If the technical discussions were to Ъе continued, they should 

be worth the time spent in attending them. 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the question of the topic and organization of the 

technical discussions at the Seventh World Health Assembly had been decided by the 

Board at its last session (resolution EB12.E7). The matter now before the Board 

was whether it wished to make any suggestions regarding technical discussions at 

subsequent Health Assemblies. 

Professor HURTADO said the Board's post-Assembly œ o t i n g was always a short one 

a:od it had perhaps been obliged to take a decision in too much haste. He would add 

to vhat D r . Vargas-Mendez had said by emphasizing that opinion at the time vas very-

divided. Some of the papers presented at the previous Health Assembly had been 

excellent but had not given rise to technical discussions properly speaking. 

Discussions in the past had not taken any of the classical forms • conference, 

panel of experts, round-table discussion. What form should Ъе recommended? 
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Perhaps the term “discussions" should not be used, since it could be argued that there 

was no opposition of conflicting points of view. 

The World Health Assembly^ a gathering at the highest level in the field of health, 

had already gained extraordinary prestige throughout the world. But he considered that 

it was important, if only as a matter of policy, to include a really scientific dis-

cussion in its programme - something apart from the routine matters of administration. 

The Health Assembly, which was attended by over sixty states, with an average of two to 

three members even in the smaller delegations, constituted an important and responsible 

forum. Besides the technical experts， a number of other qualified persons vere present, 

and this afforded a unique opportunity to constitute panels of experts, by which he meant 

a group of experts having undisputed capabilities in a particular field. It would be a 

great thing for those who had had to obtain their information from publications and 

reviews to meet their teachers in person. The only place they could do so was the 

World Health Assembly» 

He considered that the period of tvo days agreed upon by the Board at its last 

session should be sufficient for such technical discussions, but reiterated that the 

prestige of the World Health Assembly would be further enhanced in the scientific field 

if occasionally the administrative work were interrupted to allow world authorities to 

speak on topics of present-day interest. The Director-General was probably in the best 

position to advise on the choice of subject and of speaker. 

Dr. van den BERG said that the view had been expressed by some that the technical 

discussions should be in the nature of a highly scientific forum vhereas others believed 

that such discussions should be held, not primarily for their intrinsic technical value, 
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but rather for their value to the Health Assembly snd to all -repreeentatlves. Indeed, 

the farmer сигэе did n>t desirable, since the specie liât s who came to the Health 

Assembly were specialized in many varied fields. 

He agreed with the previous speaker that technical discussions were of great 

value for two reasons, namely, that delegates were thus given the opportunity of 

hearing opinions of specialists which they could then discuss, and, even more important, 

that they were able to discuss those matters on an informal basis and as individuals 

instead of meeting their fellow delegates only in meetings of a purely administrative 

nature and where they spoke as members of delegations. Such discussions, therefore, 

contributed greatly towards a favourable atmosphere in the Health Assembly. He also 

called attention to the fact that younger members of delegations who did not often 

speak in formal meetings, had on those occasions proved their qualities. It was 

accordingly essential to bear in mind the real purpose of the technical discussions 

when considering the form they should take in the future. 

The CHAIRMAN believed it was important for the Board to decide first of all on 

some definition of the objectives of the technical discussions, as mentioned under 

point (a) on page 5 of document EB13/68. In that connexion, he called attention to 

the final sentence of the paragraph on page 4 of that same document. 

Dr. TOGBA. said he would welcome the continuation of technical discussions of an 

informal nature as had originally been intended. He was not in favour of the type 

of meeting where experts were invited to deliver papers of a highly specialized nature, 

such a procedure necessarily making for higher costs, but he maintained the desirability 

of an exchange of views and of experience among delegates to the Health Assembly. 
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Furthermore, it should be borne in mind that many of the representatives of public-

health administrations who attended Health Assemblies were eager to complete their 

work as expeditiously as possible* 

He would also welcome inclusion in such discussions of matters connected with 

regional considerations. 

D r
. MACLEAN agreed with the suggestion made by the previous speaker that technical 

discussions should not be too highly specialized in nature but should rather conform 

to the objectives laid down in points (3) and (5) (document EB13/68 page 3). 

Technical discussions at Health Assemblies could not compete with certain other 

international gatherings of experts and, furthermore, as most delegates were public-

health administrators, if they tried to compete, the discussions might assume the 

character of a lecture. 

He drew particular attention to a suggestion made Ъу the Canadian delegation, 

contained on page 4 of the document, to the effect that the discussions might take 

t h
e fonn of a general review of the work of the Organization from a technical point 

of view, with the regional directors taking a leading part in explaining the Organiza-

tion's work in the field under discussion. He would for his part urge the adoption 

of a procedure of that nature. He recalled that he had participated in technical 

discussions at two Health Assemblies and^, though they had been of interest, he had 

felt somewhat dissatisfied and did.not regard attendance at those discussions as 

indispensable at future Health Assemblies if they were conducted in the same manner. 

The Committee on Programme and Budget was responsible for deciding on the choice 

o f
 projects to be included in the programme from the point of view of their technical 

value as well as of their budgetary feasibility; the committee did not, however, 
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enter into details of the various projects. Accordingly, if it were to be decided 

to hold the technical discussions along the lines suggested by the Canadian delegation, 

he wondered whether they could not take the form of a critical review of certain parts 

of the programme within the framework of the budgetary proposals before the committee. 

He realized that such a plan might mean additional expenditure but he believed that 

with a little ingenuity, the costs could be kept down; for instance, if it were 

decided to hold the Eighth World Health Assembly in Mexico, projects of regional 

interest could be particularly considered, and, on all occasions, workers in the field 

who had returned to Europe or who were on home leave could be invited to attend the 

Health Assembly to participate in the discussions. In that wsgr delegates would become 

more fully acquainted with the Organization's work in the field and the delegations 

from countries where projects were being carried out would be able to give their views. 

Discussions of that type would appear to present greater value than the more academic 

discussions held in the past. 

Dr. MOORE was in favour of the continuation of technical discussions at the 

Health Assembly, although he had no personal experience of them. • He agreed with Dr. 

Maclean that a critical review of some section of the Organization's activities would 

be of the utmost interest. 

He also agreed that it might be desirable to institute a procedure whereby, at the 

discretion of the Director-General and of the Committee on Programme and Budget, a 

person responsible for some particularly outstanding contribution to the world of 

medicine in a recent period might from time to time be invited to attend the Health 

Assembly. That would probably occur relatively rarely, but in any case, the type of 
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technical discussion could be varied slightly from year to year. 

Professor SALEH believed that points (1) and (4) of the objectives listed in 

the document were of particular importance and were preferable to too highly special-

ized technical discussions» In connexion with point (4), the region with which he 

was best acquainted, for instance, was particularly interested in the problem of 

tuberculosis, especially following the discovery of the relatively low incidence of 

tuberculosis in Iran as compared with Europe generally• Exchanges of views on a 

health problem of that nature might be valuable in that they could lead to research 

in the field by a WHO expert whose report would then be discussed on a highQy technical 

level. He could not, however, favour the introduction of highly technical lectures, 

as clearly all delegates had numerous opportunities to attend meetings of that type. 

» 

Dr. KAHAWITA was also opposed, in view of the varied specialization of delegates 

to the Health Assembly, to too great an emphasis being placed on the scientific nature 

of such discussions» In many countries, experience had shown that public-health 

programmes were limited by considerations which were not strictly technical in nature 

and he therefore considered that it would be valuable for certain health problems to 

be discussed to which sufficient attention was not always given throughout the world. 

Dr, ANWAR agreed with шагу of the previous speakers that delegations were made 

up primarily of public-health administrators and specialists in a wide variety of 

subjects. That would point to the desirability of discussions which would be valuable 
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to all members and not to scientific lectures. A commentary on experiences in the 

different countries would prove the most useful. 

Professor ANDERSEN strongly supported the suggestion made by Dr. Maclean. It 

was preferable for such discussions to be confined to the field work of WHO, on 

which the regional directors could provide important information. 

Dr. AL-WAHBI welcomed the fact that a larger number of members of the Board had 

expressed their appreciation of the value of technical discussions than had been the 

case at previous sessions. He agreed that in a sense the technical discussions had 

not in the past been as valuable as they might have been, but he felt that they would 

when re-organized, constitute a most desirable aspect of the Health Assembly's 

activities. He also held that the discussions should be confined to the general 

work of WHO and he further recommended that they should take up the equivalent of 

two working days. 

The CHAIRMM gathered that the Board was almost universally in agreement that 

the object of thé discussions should be to utilize the knowledge of public-health 

administrators and that they should not primarily be devoted to purely scientific 

topics inasmuch as delegations contained few expert? in a single highly specialized 

field and, furthermore, such knowledge could be gained elsewhere. There appeared 

to be general support for the suggestion made by Dr. Maclean that various aspects 

of the programme should be discussed in greater detail. 
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The Board was also required to consider whether the technical discussions 

should, as hitherto, remain of an informal nature with members speaking in their 

capacity as individual experts and not as members of delegations, consequently^ any 

decisions arrived at would not in any way commit the Health Assembly. He would also 

welcome the views of the Board as to the length of time to be devoted to such 

technical discussions. The suggestion had been made tr上at tney should be allotted 

time corresponding to one-and-a-half to three .full working days. 

Dr. van den BERG welcomed the expression of general opinion that the 

discussions should retain their informal пдЬшге。 As a consequence of that opinion, 

he believed that the discussions should be outside the regular proceedings of the 

Health Assembly» 

Dr. TOGBA agreed with Dr. van den Berg in that respect., 

Professor HURTADO expressed his profound amazement at the statements of 

opinion made by members of the Board, He was unable to understand the negative 

attitude adopted with regard to participation in the discussions by scientific experts. 

Some confusion in terminology had doubtless arisen^ as， in his own mind, technical 

everts and scientists were syaonymous in a body such as the Health Assembly. It 

was unthinkable that the World Health Assembly should shy at the mention of the. 

word "scientist、 Neither could he agree with the suggestion that the 'technical 

discussions should remain outside the regular proceedings of the Health Assembly as, 

since the Health Assembly was a corporate entity^ no part of its work could be 

informal, and it was impossible for it to disown recoiraaendations made by its members. 
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Professor ALIVISATOS also supported the proposal that the discussions should 

retain their informal character and suggested that their duration should be the 

equivalent of two working days, 

Dr. MACLEAN could not fully appreciate the implications involved by a 

decision that the technical discussions should be convened on a formal or an informal 

basis- There could surely be no objection to those discussions forming part of 

the Health Assembly's proceedings. No government would wish to give instructions 

o n
 purely technical matters» If the discussions were to refer to details of the 

field work of the Organization^ they should clearly be regarded as part of the work 

of the Committee on Programme and Budget. Any decisions arrived at would not ccmmit 

government s j as it was, many resolutions which were transmitted to the Health 

Assembly involved no more than an acknowledgement of a report. 

« 

Dr» van den BERG could not agree with Dr
a
 Maclean that the discussions 

should be included in the work of the Coïnmittee on Programme and Budget. The 

discussions were intended for the benefit of all members attending the Health 

Assembly and it would be unfortunate for the many technical experts obliged to 

attend meetings of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters to 

be deprived of taking part in them. 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the basic principle hitherto followed had been 

for the technical discussions to be entirely free and for the Health Assembly to 

incur no responsibility in the recommendations made as a result of them- Dr. 

Maclean's suggestion that the discussions should form part of the Committee on 

Programme and Budget would fundamentally alter their character. 
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Dr. MACLEAN appreciated the points raised by Dr- van den Berg. He recollected 

however, that, in the past， delegates attending,meetings of the Coiranittee on 

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters had always been most eager to continue with 

their agenda. He thou^it that such discussions as he proposed would lend flesh 

and blood to the bare bones of the projects as at present discussed by the Committee 

on Programme and Budget, and would be of real interest to all public-health 

administrators • The discussions should, in his opinion, be part of the Health 

Assembly's proceedings, but the question of whether they would be restricted to the 

(bDmmittee on Programme and Budget or would be held in a joint meeting of the Committee 

on Programme and Budgpt and the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal 

Matters could be decided at a later stage• 

Dr. van den BÈRG, speaking from his own eyerie nee, emphasized that many 

members of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters had deplored 

the fact that they had not been given an opportunity of attending the technical 

discussions» 

The meeting rose at 4 


