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REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1954： Item 3.4 of the Agenda 

(Official Records N o . 50j Documents EB13/WP/1, 2， 3 , 6, 7 , 8, 10 and 11 and 

EB13/71) (continuation): 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME FOR 1955： Item 4
#
3 of the Agenda (Official Records 

N o
#
 50 j Document EB13/WP/4) (continuation) • 

Relations with UNICEF (Document EB13/WP/12 and A d d . 1) (tíontinuation) 

D r . TOGBA recalled that originally UNICEF had been considered as a temporary-

organization and consequently WHO had assumed the responsibility for the salaries of 

technical health personnel， there being no financial difficulties in that connexion 

at the time,» UNICEF had since had its existence prolonged and now had an indefinite 

lifetime • 

He contrasted the methods used b y UNICEF and WHO in raising funds from govern-

ments j the former relied purely on appeals for donations from governments whereas 

the latter assessed Member States for contributions• He considered that it would not 

be a sound practice for WHO to appeal to governments to make voluntary contributions 

since they had already been assessed b y the Organization• UNICEF appeals always called 

forth a substantial response, owing to the natural appeal to the general public of a 

fund Tor children. It w o u l d， in his opinion, be useful to enç>haeiae strongly the fact 

that most W H O programmes dealt with children j he referred in particular to prograjnmes 

connected with malaria^ yaws, and tuberculosis. If UNICEF were to arrive at a fuller 

realization of that aspect of the situation, it might be willing to contribute to the 

costs of personnel for joint projects in those subjects• WHO would naturally remain 

at a l l times responsible for strictly technical activities undertaken under the 

regular programme. 

He supported the suggestions made by Dr« Hyde and Dr* Anwar, and expressed the 

hope that UNICEF would agree to provide further assistance. 
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Professor SALEH believed that the suggestion made by Dr» Maclean at the previous 

meëtirig „joint UNICEF/WHO appeal was not a practical one .since, as Dr<, Togba had 
• • • 

. . . . . . \ • 

emphasized, UNICEF funds were made up entirely of donations; furthermore, UNICEF 

often received donations in kind. 

'It..had been suggested that UNICEF, might meat the personnel costs for certain joint 
• . • 

projects. He would^ in that respect, point to the danger of UNICEF developing a 
-• V/'-

preference for entirely Independent, projeuis of its c w n ， as opposed to joint projects 

with WHO, if it were asked to provide personnel costs as well as supplies, particularly 

since UNI.CEF was now assuming a more permanent status. It was essential for WHO at 

all times to retain its present role in such projects. 

Speaking from his own experience
;
 he considered that the authorities of UNICEF 

had always shown a most eager spirit of co-operationj they hesitated only insofar 

as they did not wish to trespass on the fields of activity of other organizations. 

The matter was one which called for a most delicate approach. 

D r , van den BERG said that
;
 although he agreed with some part of the remarks made 

. » ‘ 

by D r
e
 Togba》there existed a fim.damental misunderstanding in connexion with the view 

expressed that WHO should not request voluntary contributions because its Member States 

were alreatfy assessed by the Organization. It was important not to lose sight of the 

fact that UNICEF was not a specialized agency but a more or less independent part of the 

United Nations. The countries which contributed to UNICEF were assessed by the United 

Nations for the United Nations budget in the same way as Member States of WHO for the 

WHO budget. Accordingly, no difficulty would arise if WHO wished to make an appeal 

for funds as UNICEF did. 
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Commenting on Professor Saleh
f

s remark that there might be some danger of 

UNICEF deciding to dispense with WHO co-operation, he called attention to General 

Assembly Resolution 111 (VIII) (contained in Appendix 6 to document EBlJ/VP/12), 

with particular reference to the third, paragraph of the preamble which stated that 

the Fund's activities were useful inter alia because they created favourable 

conditions for the development of the long-range programmes of the United Nations and 

specialized agencies, particularly WHO and FAO, and to operative paragraphs 4 and 

5(a), which sought to ensure effective co-ordination with the programmes of the 

specialized agencies. Clearly, therefore, Professor Saleh
1

s apprehensions were 

unfounded, since a situation such as the one he envisaged would not be accepted by 

the United Nations. 

The CHAIRMAN recalled attempts made in the past by WHO with a view to obtaining 

voluntary contributions. The Executive Board had, at its seventh session, 

recommended a proposal for the sale of World Health stamps and, later, seals; that 

programme had not proved entirely satisfactory. The Fourth World Health Assembly 

had requested the Di re сtor-General to study the possibility of obtaining additional 

funds to meet the requirements of WHO programmes, particularly the proposal that 

Member States might impose a tax on certain goods
#
 the funds forthcoming under that 

scheme to be made available to WHO, Unfortunately, the replies of' -jcountries to that 

suggestion had been generally unfavourable and the Board had accordingly, at its 

ninth session, recommended that no further action be taken with regard to the study
# 

A t the request of the Board at its eleventh session, the Director-General had called 

the attention of the Technical Assistance Board to the possibility of making an 

appeal to the general public. However, TAB had considered it unlikely that suoh an 
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appeal would yield substantial results and the proposal had been abandoned. Clearly, 

therefore, difficulties did exist in respect of raising funds on a voluntary basis. 

. •. . . . 

...Dr. MOORE, believed that the discussion had shown general agreement that funds 

would have to be increased in order that the joint projects should function in a 

proper manner. Delegates to the World Health Assembly might consider thé possibility 

of approaching their respective governments with a view to ear-marking a certain 

proportion of their donations to UNICEP as contributions towards meeting responsibilities 

for» providing technical assistance in the various projects. On the other hand, it 

might be possible to reach a niutva^acceptable agi-eement with UNICEP as, for example, 

had already been done in respect of the BCG programme. In that connexion, he said 

that a study by WHO of the efficacy of the BCG programme was called for, and that 

information on that score on an international basis would be highly desirable at 

the present stage； 

Dr. van den BERG thought that the information supplied by the Chairman might 

wrongly give rise to a feeling of pessimism among members of the Board which, in his 

view, was not really warranted。 The methods hitherto envisaged had not been entirely 

practical in nature and it would appear that if the methods used by UNICEF were to 

be employed, the results might be much more satisfactory. 

Dr, ANWAR considered that Professor Saleh's remarks were based on a misinterpretati: 

of the present position in respect of Ш0~Ш1СЕР relations. When he himself had 

referred to the desirability of an agreement between WHO and UNICEP, with regard to co-

operation in the field and the question of technical personnel, his idea had been that 

the role of UNICEP would remain unchanged and that it would retain its. present status. 
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The most recent agreement concluded with UNICEF supported that understanding of the 

situation. 

Dr, VARGAS-MENDEZ disagreed with the principle of introducing voluntary contri-

butions in respect of WHO participation in joint .projects as, from his own experience, 

such an appeal would be unlikely to prove satisfactory. It was essential to face the 

problem in a wholly realistic manner, and the Organization and its Director^General 

must not be put in a position of pleading for funds from other organizations• It 

appeared evident that UNICEF would not agree to make the total contribution connected 

with the joint projects itself and that some agreement would have to be negotiated 

between UNICEF and WHO in respect of technical personnel. He suggested that the 

Board might consider as a possible, solution the approval by the World Health Assembly 

of a certain fixed amount to be allocated towards those costs, UNICEF being asked to 

pay any sums which might become necessary over and above that amount» It was not 

possible at the present stage to judge the magnitude of future joint projects in 1956 

and later years, and WHO could not be expected to assume the responsibility for ever-

growing costs in connexion with the participation of technical personnel in WHO/UNICEP 

projects. The only alternative to an appropriation of funds to that end in respect of 

1955 would be the conclusion of an agreement with UNICEF with a view to that body 

assuming the responsibility for all personnel costs above the amount fixed• 

Dr. MACLEAN said, that when he had suggested that the Board should е̂ф!оге' the 

possibilities of a Joint WHO/UNICEP appeal for voluntary contributions, he had been well 

aware of the previous attempts made by WHO to raise funds on that basis• However, the 

reasons for the failure.of those attempts could be easily explained: stamps and seals 

were already used in national appeals, and a system of taxes on certain goods was liable 

to place an Unequal burden on certain members of the community* 
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Document EB13/WP/l2 showed that the Executive Board of UNICEF had in the past 

made funds available for the costs at present under discussion, although that procedure 

was apparently not strictly in accordance with conditions laid down in the agreement 

between the two organizations. It might, therefore, be possible to solve the problem 

before the Board if that condition could in some way Ъе changed. UNICEF had achieved 

a highly satisfactory method of raising funds and might agree to a joint appeal vith 

WHO whereby the general public "would Ъе informed that a part of the donations would 

be set aside for the medical aspects of children
1

 s welfare programmes and made 

available for that purpose to WHO, 

He agreed with Professor Saleh that UNICEF often received donations in kind. 

Nevertheless, he understood that it also had considerable convertible currency at its 

disposal since it had in the past made funds available to WHO» 

Professor FEEREIEA recalled that Dr. Hyde had made an important statement 

referring to the fact that WHO had committed itself to supplying technical personnel 

for joint projects. A situation might arise where WHO vould Ъе forced to admit that 

it had reached its budgetary limitations and where UNICEF might, through force of 

circumstances^ build up an overlapping organization. It was essential that WHO 

should retain its role as a co-ordinating agency in the health field. 

He agreed with Dr. Vargas-Menàez that co-operation should Ъе strengthened with 

UNICEF in the future for joint efforts towards improvement in health standards, and he 

was sure that a satisfactory agreement - the only solution - would Ъе reached• He 
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was not personally very confident that appeals for voluntary contributions would to any 

substantial extent alleviate the situation in respect of costs for technical personnel. 

It would Ъе desirable for some Joint body of WHO and UNICEF to study the situation 

on. a long-term basis and work out a plan which would assign to each organization its 

respective role in the common aim cause. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that the subject of WHO/UNICEF relations raised a 

number of basic questions which he considered had not been adequately brought out. 

It should Ъе recalled that the discussion had developed as a result of the Board
1

з 

consideration of the proposed programme and budget estimates and the concern felt a.% 

the increase in the 1955 regular budget as compared with the regular budget for 195^. 

The Board was aware that an amount of approximately $620,000 of the increase in 1955 

was the cost of technical personnel for Joint VÍHO/UNICEF projects which voxad be in 

operation at the end of 195^ and would continue into 1955. 

The Board had before it suggestions made Ъу some of its members for (a) effecting 

a change in the present working arrangements with UNICEF so that UNICEF would pay 

those costs hitherto considered as the responsibility of W H O , or (b) arranging a 

possible method of raising direct voluntary contributions by governments to WHO to meet 

that same responsibility. The attitude adopted by the Executive Board of UNICEF, as 

further evidenced by the working paper before the Board, was that funds contributed 

Ъу governments to UNICEF should Ъе used Ъу UNICEF. 

Some mismderstanding appeared to exist in respect of the principles governing 

co-operation between WHO and UNICEF, and in that connexion he drew attention to 

paragraphs (d) and (e) of the principles adopted Ъу the Joint Committee on Health Policy 
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and approved Ъу the Second World Health Assembly (contained on page 7 of docuníént 

EB13/WP/l2). In accordance with those provisions； UNICEF had in previous years 

reimbursed the costs of technical personnel provided by WHO for many joint projects. 

The Fifth World Health Assembly had, however, approved a policy whereby WHO would be 

responsible for all costs involved in providing technical personnel, subject to the 

limitations of its financial resources. The Board was therefore at present discussing 

a possible revision of the situation, in order that such costs would as a matter of 

policy be reimbursed by UNICEF,., as Ш0
:

 s funds were insufficient .for that purpose. 

He also called attention to the Economic and Social Council Resolution 5Ю (XI) 

(contained in Appendix 5 to document EBI3/WP /12) vhich extended the existence of 

UNICEF.by a further period of three years and intey alia. 'stipulated， in its second 

operative paragraph, sub-paragraph (3), that the specialized agency concerned should 

provide the technical assistance required in tb,e implementation of such programmes. 

General Assembly Resolution ^17 (V) (contained in Appendix 4 of document EBI3/WP/12) 

stated that the Executive Board of UNICEF ehould allocate the resources of the Fund 

for the purposé of meeting； through the provision of supplies, training and advice, 

emergency and long-range needs of children, and approved the Economic and Social 

Council's recomnenàation that UNICEF ehould continus for a period of three years. 

General Assembly Besolution 111 (Till) (contained in Appendix 6 of document EB13/WP/l2) 

reaffirmed resolution it-lT (V), with the exception of any reference to time-limits. 

While he did not believe that governments votild wish, to take such action, it was 

important to recognize the fact that it vas vitlxin the reala of possibility for all 

health and other activities connected with children to become the exclusive responsibility 

of one body. 
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He wished to make it clear that the proposed progreumne and budget estimates 

for 1955 included provision only for the joint WHO/UNICEF projects which had already 

been approved by the UNICEF Executive Board. Additional projects might be approved 

b y that Board at either of its two meetings in the current year or in 1955. It was 

obvious, therefore, that WHO would be obliged to inform UNICEF that its programme and 

budget for 1955 did not include provision for such additional projects as might be 

later approved by the UNICEF Executive Board and that the funds required for the 

technical staff to be supplied by WHO on such additional projects would have to be 

made available b y UNICEF if the projects were to go forward. He had already-

informed the Executive Director of UNICEF of that fact in a meeting held with him 

earlier that month in Geneva. 

The Assistant Director-General, Administration and Finance, had at the previous 

meeting referred to operative paragraph 5 (b) of General Assembly resolution 111 (VIII) 

which requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations to report to the Economic 

and Social Council in 1954 on developments connected with UNICEF activities. 

Information obtained since the previous meeting had shown that the agenda of the 

seventeenth session of the Economic and Social Council included an item referring 

to business arising out of decisions taken b y the General Assembly at its eighth 

regular session, and the agenda of the eighteenth session of the Economic and Social 

Council ineluded an item concerning UNICEF. 

He would be very glad to continue negotiations with the UNICEF Administration, 

from whom he had always received the utmost co-operation. A difficult situation 

arose, however, when the Director-General of WHO had to negotiate with the UNICEF 

Executive Board, which was an intergovernmental body. Accordingly, he ençhasized 
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the desirability of negotiations on a higher level, possibly through the Joint 

Committee on Health Policy, 
；• ' .. • ...、. ， 

D r . HYDE thanked the Director-General for his clear presentation of a difficult 

problem. He pointed out, however, that since it was the governments which 

contributed to both organizations, it would be difficult for the Joint Committee 

on Health Policy to do much until the attitude of those governments was clear. 

He thought the matter should therefore be placed before the W o r l d Health Assembly. 

On a pessimistic view, if the Health Assembly decided that the budget must be 

maintained at the 1954 level, and at the same time that the support to ÜNXCEF should 

be continued, a serious cut in WHO's own prograinme would be inevitable. 

'' . • • • • • • 
The whole picture should therefore be presented to thé' Wôrld Health Assembly, 

attention being called to the seriousness of the problem and the need for a solution. 
• . . . • . . • 

The document prepared by the Director-General should be annexed to the Board's 

report, which would set out the various points that had been raised during the discussion 

The CHAIRMAN, summing u p , said there seemed to be agreement on two aspects of the 

question: first, that the drafting group should be asked to include in their report 

the many valuable contributions that had been made during the discussion; and secondly, 

that negotiations with UNICEF should be undertaken through the World Health Assembly. 

In addition, Dr, Moore had suggested that a certain sum might be made available b y 

UNICEF to W H O , D r . Anwar being of the opinion that WHO should determine an amount 

which it should invite UNICEF to contribute. 

' » 

D r . ANWAR intervened to say that he also was in full agreement with the proposal 

made by D r . Vargas-Mendez*» 
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. • : 、 ，： • • • - • ,： ‘； •. ••： 

The CHAIBMAN, continuing, recalled that D r . Maclean had suggested that WHO 

ni^xt associate itself vith UNICEF«s appeal for the collection of funds； Professor 

Ferreira had advocated the establishment of a Joint body to establish a close 

relationship between the two organizations; Dr. Várgas-Mendez had reconmended 

that WHO should fix the percentage of its budget which might be used for joint 

WHO/UNICEF projects; and Dr. Hyde had expressed the opinion that the question should 

. • ‘ * ... 
be submitted direct to the World Health Assembly. 

• • 

Decision: It was agreçd that the suggestions made during the discussion 

should be included in the Board's report to the World Health Assembly. 

；' . • . • 

Advisory Services (Official Records No. 50, page 65) 

Communicable-Disease Services 

No comments. 

Organization of Public-Health Services 

Dr. van den BERG welcomed the statement in the introduction to the chapter 

on Organization of Public-Health Services, that international action on health 

matters would tend more and more towards the positive promotion of health rather 

than the attack on disease - a policy which met the views he had expressed on 

more than one occasion. He had not, however, been able to find a reflection of 

that policy in the proposed programme and would be grateful if the Director-General 

could give some information on the point. 

D r . SUTTER, Assistant Director-General, Advisory Services, said that the 

Division of Organization of Public-Health Services was one whose primary interest 

vas the promotion of public health including maternal and ehild health, nutrition 
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and во forth. It would be seen from the various regional jaregrammes that there 

was an increasing tendency to turn to that type of project, at the request of 

governments, to the same, or to an even greater extent, than to projects for the 

control of communicable diseases. The same vas true of health education of the 

public； the Regional Director for the Americas had emphasized the shift in projects 

in South America towards health education, a tendency which was also noticeable In 

other regions. 

Dr. van den BERG said he had been referring to headquarters, not to the 

regional programmes. With regard to mental health for instance, bearing in mind 

that the Expert Committee on Mental Health had stated In its report that Uo per 

cent of the beds in hospitals were occupied by mental patients, he had not the 

impression that sufficient attention was being given to that problem as compared 

with other activities of WHO. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the introductory paragraph quoted by Dr. 

van den Berg did not refer to headquarters activities because, as he had explained 

at an earlier meeting, there had been no change in headquárters staff and 

• s • . •• . • • • • * . , * . . . 
. J , , . • f « •• : I * . 

organization for several years. 

. • ’•,..'. . • • • - ： ； . «. .- : : . .......... . . . • . ., , 

Dr
#
 van den BERG thought it would be useful to hear the Director-General ̂  s 

* ... .Л ：： ... ‘ “ . . . .: . ， • 

opinion on the desirability of the change in emphasis being reflected also in 

headquarters activities» 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that when discussing the introduction to the 

budget he had stated that, although he was not proposing a change at headquarters 

in 1955, the headquarters situation was being analysed and it might be found that 
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changes were necessary which would call for a revision in the organization and 

staffing at headquarters. 

D r . van den BERG expressed satisfaction with the Director-General'з explanation. 

Environmental Sanitation 

No comment. 

Education and Training Services 

D r . HÏDE referring to the proposed comparative study of medical schools, and 

the collection of descriptive and statistical material Ъу the International 

Association of Universities, asked what ./as the extent and nature of relations 

with the World Medical Association in that respect. He thought it was important 

that WHO should maintain close and active collaboration yith that Aseociation.,. 
. ’ • • ‘ - ‘ - ; ‘ .- * ‘ ‘ . • . ； 

• . • * * “ Í* “ • * * • » • § • 
Dr. SUTTER replied that, while WHO was collecting the material through the 

International Association of Universities, it was also in contact .with. ЩА. The 

data, in question included descriptive and statistical material on medical institu-

tions collected with a. view to expanding the directory of medical schools published 

in 1953 to include schools of public health, postgraduate medical s c h o o l s i n s t i -

tutee for training auxiliary personnel, and so forth. 
• * • 

• • • •• . 

D r . HYDE considered that the comparative study on the organization,., curricula 

and teaching methods of medical schools should be carried out with the active co-

operation of W M A , which had recently been responsible for the important conference on 

• . . ' - ' - ..•••、： ..... "i、"’ 

medical education held in London, in which WHO had participated. 
•* » . . • . , .., 

B r . SUTTER jçxplai^ed that it was proposed to appoint a consultant for four months, 

for preparatory work on the material dealing with the types of approach to medical 
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education in different countries, material assembled Ъу the International Association 

of Universities. 

The CHAIRMAN said that D r . Hyde's views should be noted by the Director-General. 

Advisory Servicest Summary 

The CHA.IRMN drew attention to document EB13/VP/1, in which the chief increases in 

various budget items as compared with 1954 were set out. 

DR. MACLEAN, referring to the increase in the estimate for maternal and child health 

shown in Annex 1, page 10, asked whether the increase was due mainly to the work carried 

out in association with UNICEF. 

D r , SUTTïE said it w a s . 

Dental Health Programme (Document ЕВ1Э/71) 

The C H A I R m N drew attention to the suggestions concerning a dental health programme 

submitted by the International Dental Federation in document EB13/71. 

IN that connexion he paid a tribute to D r . Alfred Ernest Rowlett, President of 

Honour cf the Federation whose death, on 13 September 1953， the Board would rectírd with 

the greatest regret. . Ttrough his knowledge of languages, his popularity, tack and 

wisdora, and his,unceasing efforts to obtain recognition of the П31 by WHO and subsequent^ 

to maintain good relations and establish a dental health programme, he would go. dovm in 

the annals of international odonto-stomatology as one of its greatest ambassadors. 
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Professer ANDERSEN felt that the Board should discuss the p r i s a i s , particularly 

since dental diseases could be the cause or effect of other diseases and it was higily 

desirable for doctors and the public t
Q
 have a better understanding of the matter. 

The proposal te appoint a dental health adviser at headquarters was a reasonable 

o n e
. He considered, however, that such an Officer should not undertake research, but 

collect material and advise headquarters and the regional organizations on dental-

health propaganda and the education of the public. 

Professer JETTMAR considered the document was one of the most important that had 

been presented to the present session. The need for action on the matter was becoming 

increasingly evident each y e a r . W H O had published a monograph (No. 4) O n an 

experiment in dental care in New Zealand which showed an alarming situation. Condit-

ions in 幽 e r countries were not much better. On the other hand, there were races 

i n w h i c h
 dental caries were p r a c t i c a l ^ unkncwnj he instanced a tribe in Northern 

Manchuria where he had once carried out investigations. It was important to discover 

the reasons for those striking differences. Statistical data should be collected 

regarding differences in diet and a careful study made of the types of bacilli, 

staphyccocci and streptococci found in caries, and also of the action of vitamin К 

and fluorine preparations, etc. Support should be given to scientific teams, and 

not only to dental schools and children's clinics. Such a project 卿 o f f typ® 

which cwald be jointly undertaken by UNICEF and. W H O . 
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D r . van den BERG drew attention to the recommendations of the Sixth 

World Health Assembly СЖА6.17) quoted on page 2 of the document, that 

the Director-General should include provision for a programme in dentistry 

in the programme and budget for 1955 as far as financial possibilities 

would allow. Although he knew the financial possibilities were not 

brilliant, he felt ffiO would be seriously neglecting its duties if it did 

not find the money to establish a dental programme• With regard to the 

suggestions made by the International Dental Federation, Section 1 

(oral hygiene) required no further comment. The question of manpower 

(section 2) was extremely important• It was generally recognized that 

the social problem of dental care çould not be solved without training 

various types of auxiliary personnel; difficult and dangerous problems 

were however involved which made a serious study of the matter essential. 

The question of dental care for children (section 3) was closely related 

to the general problem of social dentistry on which work was beginning 

in some countries. Serious mistakes had, however, been made in 

national programmes, and it was, he thought, the function of WHO to give 

advice on the general problem of dental care, including dental care for 

children. 
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A further p r o b l e m , not mentioned in the document but to v/hich Professor 

J e t t m a r had. referred, concerned the incidence of caries. Investigations were 

being undertaken in m a n y countries, but WHO could do u s e f u l w o r k in establish-

ing generally recognized standards since these were at present l a c k i n g . 

For all those reasons he felt that it w a s essential to appoint a 

permanent official at headquarters whose work it w o u l d Ъе to stimulate and 

co-ordinate the research on the subject； he should nàt himself undertake 

r e s e a r c h . 

Dr# M A C L E A N thought it v/as u n i v e r s a l l y recognized that dental and 

peridental diseases played a v e r y important part in general health and that 

preventive dentistry w a s accordingly an important aspect of preventive 

m e d i c i n e . The field w a s one in which WHO should interest itself» M o r e o v e r , 

for its w o r k on both nutrition and health education of the p u b l i c , it would Ъе 

an advantage if the Organization had its own dental officer, even part-time, 

to give a d v i c e . He u n d e r s t o o d that on two ocoasione in recent y e a r s , experts 

in dental health had been employed Ъу the Organization for short periodsj 

for the type of work proposed in the document u n d e r consideration, h o w e v e r
9
 a 

series of short appointments w o u l d be a waste of m o n e y . The establishment of 

dental services w a s being u n d e r t a k e n in some countries through bilateral 

assistance between governments, and he felt that that w a s also an aspect in 

which the Organization might take an interest. He v/as not proposing that a 

provision should be made in the 1955 b u d g e t , since he had no suggestions as 

to w h a t other activity might be curtailed to make w a y for it# 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, replying to points raised during the discussion, 
' » ' « 

stated that it would not be true to say that the Organization had no dental 

health programme. Although there was no dental officer at headquarters -

which w a s not surprising since there had been no increase in personnel for the 

past three years - the Organization was engaged in some activities on the 

subject. 

Dental health had always been taken into consideration in 'the work of 

the Maternal and Child Health and. the Nutrition Sections and the question of 

fluoridation had been considered Ъу the Division of Environmental Sanitation 

in its w o r k . While it might Ъе necessary to appoint a permanent official, 

it was 'dangerous to assume that a section must be set u p for each specialty. 

How a given.activity was to be carried out was mainly a matter of organization. 

B e proceeded to outline some of the work of the Organization in dental 

h e a l t h . A paper on the use of fluorine in the partial prevention of dental 

caries had been prepared Ъу a consultant, Professor T o v e r u d , in 1.953 and waa 

on the point of being published. Provision had been made in the 1954» and 

was proposed in the 1955 budget for consultants at headquarters. In the 

Region of the Americas a project concerning the fluoridation of public water 

. s u p p l i e s w a s proposed (Official Records N o . 5 0 , page 145)• , A regional dental 

seminar w a s to Ъе held in M a y 1954 in N e w Zealand, in which 31 countries from 

the Western Pacific, Soüth-Bast Asia and Eastern Mediterranean Regions would 

participate. Dental health work had been envisaged, in the health demonstration 

areas, including that in El Salvador, in 1 9 5 3 , but had had to Ъе postponed, for 

lack of funds. Fellowships in dental health would of course depend on the 
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requests of governments. The appointment in 1954Д955 of a dental officer 

h a d been agreed with the Regional Office for the Americas and negotiations 

w e r e taking place with the Kellogg Foundation, which was providing funds to 

help start the v/ork. 

He stressed that no requests from governments for dental health 

projects had been refused, but that very few were received. He assured the 

Board that he would consider the question of dental health work during his 

study of whether it was desirable to make some changes in headquarters 

organization. 

D r

* van den BERG thanked the Director—General for his explanation, but 

w i s h e d to make a few further comments. He felt that the activities which the 

Director-General had. described lacked a co-ordinating factor. He hoped he 

had been right in understanding that the co-ordination of dental health work would 

be assured Ъе£оге long. Ho reiterated thttfc dental care far children could not be 

dealt with separately from the general problem of dental care. 

The absence of requests Ъу governments had been noted before in connexion 
* i « ' . 

• • ‘ . 

with other subjects 一 but leadership was one of the functions of W H O . When 

•there were no requests for public health activities from the European and other 

regions some years a g o , WHO had not waited for them to oome inj it had 
. • • - • � • . 

appointed staff and organized seminars, thus making the countries aware of 

their n e e d s . 

Professor J E T T M A E , agreeing with D r . van den Berg, reiterated, that it 

would be v e r y useful for WHO to support scientific teams working on basic 
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problems in the prevention of dental caries• 

D r . ANWAR observed that, in the report on its last session, the Regional 

Committee for South-East Asia had requested the Regional Director to encourage 

dental health projects through technical advice, short-term consultants, 

fellowships, and so forth. The governments of the Region recognized the 

importance of dental health and that it had been somewhat neglected• At the 

instigation of public health workers and dentists, the Dental Health 

Association of one of the countries in the Region h a d encouraged the Government 

to bring the matter to the Regional Committee. 

He had appreciated the Director-General
1

 s statement that, although there 

w a s no special dental health section at headquarters, a considerable amount of 

study and work had already been d o n e . In view of the financial difficulties, 

he would Ъе satisfied for the time being with that statement, which he believed 

met the desire of the Regional Committee, in adopting the resolution to which he 

had referred, to encourage dental health projects in the R e g i o n . He did not 

think it advisable at the present time to create a special section at 

headquarters• 

D r . van den BEEG, in order to avoid a possible misunderstanding, said that 

in advocating co-ordination he had not envisaged the creation of a special 

section but rather the appointment of a special officer# The question of 

sections was one for the Director-General• 
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The CHAIRMAN recalled, that the polioy of the Organization had always been 

not to undertake research as such» The Board had always considered it 

preferable that research should Ъе undertaken b y national groups, aided, if 

necessary, by g r a n t s . 

Hq asked whether D r . van den Berg wished to put forward a specific 

p r o p o s a l . 

D r . van den BERG said that, as it was not the function of the Board to 

revise th© budget proposals, he would Ъе satisfied if his comments, and those 

of the other members of the Board, were included in the report, the Health 

Assembly could then make any revision it considered desirable. 

Decisions It was agreed that the comments made on the proposals of 

tho International Dental Federation should be referred to in the 

B o a r d
1

s report to th© Health Assembly» 

The meeting rose at 4*25 P»nu 




