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In opening the meeting, the CHAIRMAN stated that the Director-General had 

informed the countries comprising the Eastern Mediterranean Region that the 

question of the regional committee would be coming up for discussion in the 

Executive Board. The Government of Israel had accepted the invitation to send 

a representative and would make a statement to the Board. The date for the 

discussion would be intimated later. 

1. REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVISORY PANELS AND COMMITTEES: 
Item 2.7 of the Agenda (Document EB15/57) 

The CHAIRMAN invited observations on the report, which contained a complete 

list of all appointments to expert advisory panels and committees as of 1 

January 195紅. The difficulties inherent in calling together meetings of those 

expért bodies were very great; the Director-General would, he vas sure, welcome 

any advice from members of the Board vhich would help him to obtain a balanced 

and sound opinion. 

Dr. HYDE remarked that some of the persons listed had since died. He 

agreed to pass on the names to the Secretariat for deletion from the lists. 

Ambassador HURTADO asked whether the Director-General, when he considered it 

advisable, could call upon the services of any technical adviser who was not 

already appointed to the panel concerned. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that that was not possible. An expert could 

b e
 called upon, however, as a special consultant. There vas no limit placed on 

the number of persons that might be added to any panel, and an additional expert 

could be appointed in a matter of a few weeks. 

Under tbe Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, the 

Director-General was empowered to select and to make appointments, but it was laid 

down that he must previously consult vith the national administrations concerned. 

Ambassador HURTADO expressed his appreciation of the clear explanation given. 

His point really was whether an Executive Board member _ vho vas not a represen-

tative of his country _ might make suggestions to the Director-General for 

additional appointments. If that vere so, he would wish to make certain 

nominations for the Advisory Panel on Tuberculosis - and in this connexion he 

mentioned the name of Dr. Pedro Domingo, one of the few vorld experts on BCG. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said he would alvays welcome the advice of Board members 

on possible appointments to expert prjiels or committees. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, constitutionally, the Director-General had to consult 

w i t
h national administrations before making such appointments. That vas generally 

a m e r e
 matter of form, but wa

8
 essential to ensure the necessary co-operation. 

Dr. HÏDE thought that a study of the background to the Regulations, and of 

the relevant regulation, vould show that the Director-General was not obliged to 

a c
t in agreement vith the government concerned but merely to consult vith it. 

For instance, it might be that the Director-General wished to avail himself of the 
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services of a distinguished scientist vho was not persona grata to his own government. 

In such circumstances, he was not bound to act in accordance with the wishes of the 

government concerned. 

The CHA.IBMAN made two minor suggestions: first, that the names of panel members 

would be better listed alphabetically, and secondly, that some information should be 

given in the lists as to the particular subject in which each member was an expert. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the lists were prepared in the alphabetical 

order of the countries^ with the names of the experts in alphabetical order within 

each country； this was for the purpose of showing the geographical distribution of 

the membership. 

Professor JETTMAE suggested that, where new medical terms had to be created, it 

would be valuable to enlist the help of a philological expert, in order to ensure 

the appropriateness of the terminology chosen. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL agreed to bear the suggestion in mind. 

Decision: The Board noted the report on appointments to expert 
advisory panels and committees (see resolution EB13.E17). 

2, REVIEW OF THE REPORTS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES: Item 2.6 of the Agenda (continuation 
from third meeting， section 3) -

Expert Committee on Drugs Liable to Produce Addiction: fourth report (Document EBI5/U: 
(continuation) 

The CHAIEMAN， reverting to the questions raised at the previous meeting regarding 

the authority of the Board vis-à-vis the Health Assembly in regard to functions： 

1

 To be published as Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. Ser. 1 9 5 � 7б 
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exercised by Ш0 under the Conventions on Narcotic Drags)stated that a legal opinion 

had now been secured, reading as fallows: 

Although there has never been an express delegation of powers by 
the Health Assembly to the Executive Board in the matter of the functions 
exercised by WHO under the Conventions on Narcotic Drugs, it was considered 
that such a delegation was implied since the Board has up to the present 
been responsible for the adoption of the eJ^ert committees

1

 recommendations 
and the Director-General has sent the necessary notifications to the 
Secretary-General on the strength of the Board^s action. It was therefore 
considered that, as a logical consequence, the interpretation of the word 
"convertible" in the Conventions in so far as it concerned WîO could equally 
be made by the Board. 

Should it be felt that, a more formal procedure would be preferable, 
then the proposed interprs

J

;,'.uion could be sub::iitted to the Health Assembly 
in a form analogous to that contained in document EB33/ll« 

If the Board acceptedüat interpretation, the draft resolution in the report 

(document EB13/11, page 3) would be amended by the substitution of tho words: 

"Recommends to the Seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

interpretation" /or the words "Decides that", and the addition of the following 

paragraph at the end: "Authorizes the Director-General and the expert committee, 

pending the consideration of the above interpretation by the World Health Assembly, 

to be guided by its terms". 

Mr. MàSON, alternate to Dr. Maclean, wslcomed the solution. The amended draft 

resolution left aside the question of whether authority in the matter lay with the 

Board or with the Health Assembly, and the additional paragraph provided Xor the 

interim period until a final decision was made. The Director-General might give 

consideration to whether a recommendation that the powers in question should be 

formally delegated to the Board might be made to the World Health Assembly. 
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The CHAIRMAN observed that it was open to any delegation to raise the subject at 

the Health Assembly: it would certainly be advisable to have a formal ruling. 

Decision: The Board adopted" the draft resolution as amended. (See 
resolution EB13.R10.) . 

(For further review of expert committee reports, see twenty-third meeting, 

section 5.) 

5. REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL COMMITTEES ON VITAL AND 
HEALTH STATISTICS: Item 2.8 of the Agenda (Document EB13/15) 

Dr. GEAB, Assistant Director-General, Central Technical Services, introduced the 

report, drawing special attention to the fact that it was the report not of an expert 

group but of an international conference of national committees on vital and health 

statistics, held under the joint auspices of the United Nations and WHO - another 

instance of valuable collaboration between the two bodies. The object had been to 

enable the national committees to study the problems and to seek suitable methods for 

improving their national vital and health statistics. WHO and the United Nations had 

had the opportunity to present a plan for collaboration and agreement regarding their 

respective interests in that field. 

It was perhaps of interest to note that the conference, which had met in London, 

had been held at a minimum cost to the Organization: the delegations of the twenty-

eight participating countries had met their own expenses. 

The report did not call for any specific instruction to the Director-General: 

any follow-up action considered necessary would be undertaken in the normal course of 

the Organization
1

s activities. “ It would therefore be enough for the Board to note 

the report. 

Dr. HYDE took the opportunity to commend the Director-General and the Secretariat 
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on the admirable part played by ШО in initiating the national committee movement, which 

had culminated in the holding of the conference. Dr. Gear and Dr. Pascua should be 

specially mentioned in that regard. He trusted the movement would go from strength 

to strength in the future, and eventually lead to the attainment of the ultimate 

objective, which was to have WHO regulations put into force throughout the whole world. 

The CHAIRMAN also paid a tribute to the work of the Secretariat in the matter i 

the success of the conference had greatly impressed technical circles in London* It 

would imdoubtedly help to stimulate interest in the further establishment of national 

committees, thus helping to forward the important work of obtaining reliable vital 

and health statistics for all parts of the world. 

Decision： The Board noted the report. (See reselutidn EB13#R19») 

4. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD AT THE SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY: Item 5.4 of the Agenda (Documents ЕВ13/Э， EB13/3 Add.l) 

Mr. MASON was unable to agree with all the views expressed in the report of the 

members representing the Executive Board at the Sixth World Health Assembly (document 

EB13/3), where they had raised the question of the desirability of reviewing the present 

method of representation'of the Board• 

The usefulness of having the Board's report presented by its representative to 

the Health Assembly in plenary session had been recognized and on that point he was in 

full accord. But the proposal to discontinue representation in committees was not, 

in his opinion, acceptable• Answering questions at committee meetings was a secondary 

functionj surely the most important role of the Board
1

s representatives was to introduce^ 
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explain arid justify the Board's recommendations, made to the Health Assembly in accor-

dance with its constitutional duties. It was therefore essential to maintain 

representation at committee meetings. The Organization might well be called upon in 

the future to face even more serious problems than in the past and the Health Assembly-

would need all possible guidance and advice from the Board. Moreover, the waste of 
» • 

time that had occurred at earlier Health Assemblies for lack of such guidance would be 

avoided. 

Finally, it was important that the members chosen should attend the Health Assembly 

as independent representatives of the Board and not as members of their countries' 

delegations. 

Dr. van den BERG unreservedly endorsed Mr. Mason's remarks, adding that continued 

representation of the Board in all committees of the Health Assembly would preclude 

any recurrence of the former awkward situation in which the Secretariat had had to 

defend the Board's recommendations in the absence of official representatives. 

Decision： The Board decided unanimously that it should continue to be 
represented at the Health Assembly in accordance with existing practice. 

Dr. TOGBA nominated Dr. Mackenzie and Dr. Hyde as representatives of the Board at 

the Se -venth World Health Assembly, with Ambassador Hurtado as alternative
 e 

There ".rare no other nominations • 

The CHA.IRIJAN suggested that it would be useful for the persons nominated to 

represent the Board in their official capacities as Chairman and Rapporteur; it was a 

function of the Chairman and not of an individual to represent the Board, 
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Dr. TOGBA, however, recalled that hitherto the representatives had not been 

nomiinated by virtue of their offices on the Board. He himself had nominated the 

members mentioned in their individual capacities. 

Decision: The Board approved Dr. Togba's nominations. (See resolution EB13.R25.) 

The meeting rose at 3.15 p.m. 
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After a short disoussion on hours of meeting, it was unanimously agreed 

that the Board should meet in the afternoon from 2 {5.m. to 4.30 p.m” the working 

parties being called together as soon as possible after 4.30 p.m. 

The CHAIRMâN stated that the Director-General had informed the countries 

comprising the Eastern Mediterranean Region that the question of the regional 

committee would be coming up for discussion in the Executive Board. The 

Government of Israel had accepted the invitation to send a representative and would 

.make a statement to the Board, The date for the discussion would be intimated 

later. 

1. REPORT ON APPOINTMENTS TO EXPERT ADVISORY PANELS AND COIMITTSES： 
Item 2.7 of the Agenda (Document EB13/57) • 

The CHAIRMAN invited observations on the report, which contained a complete 

list of all appointments to expert advisory panels and committees as of 1 January 

1954. The difficulties inherent in calling together meetings of those expert 

bodies were very great; the Director-General would, he was sure, welcome any 

advice from members of the Board which would help him to obtain, balanced and sound 

opinion. 

Dr* HIDE remarked that some of the persons listed had since died. He agreed 

to pass on the names to the Secretariat for deletion from the lists» 

Professor HURTADO asked whether the Dlrector-^General, when he considered it 

advisable, could call upon the services of any technical adviser who was not 

already appointed to the panel concerned. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that that was not possible. An expert could 

Ъе called upon, however, as a special consultant. There was no limit placed on 

the number of persons that might be added to any panel, and an additional expert 

. .. * 

could be appointed in a matter of a few weeks. 

Under the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, the 

Director-General was empowered to select and to make appointments, but it was laid 

down that he must previously consult with the national administrations concerned. 

Professor HURTADO expressed his appreciation of the clear explanation given. 

His point really was whether an Executive Board member - who was not a represen-

tative of his country 一 might make suggestions to the Director-General for 

additional appointments. If that were so, he would wish to make certain 

nominations for the Advisory Panel on Tuberculosis 一 and in this connexion he 

mentioned the name of Dr. Pedro Dominguez, one of the few world experts on BCG* 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said hé "vrould always welcome the advice of Board members 

on possible appointments to expert panels or committees. 

The СНАШШ said that, constitutionally, the Director-General had to consult 
I 

with national administrations before making such appointments. That was generally 

a mere matted of form, but was essential to ensure the necessary co-operation. 

I>r» HYDE thought that a study of the background to the Regulations, and of 

the relevant regulation, would show that the Director-General was not obliged to 

aet in agreement with the government concerned but merely to consult with it. 

For instance, it might be that the Director-General wished to avail himself of the 
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services of a distinguished scientist who was not persona grata to h±s own government* 

In such circumstances, he was not bound to act in accordance with the wishes of the 

government concerned. 

The CHAIRMAN made two minor suggestions? first, that the names of panel members 

would be better listed alphabetically, and secondly, that some information should be 

* given in the lists as to the particular subject in which each member was an езфегЬ. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the lists were prepared in the alphabetical 

order of the countries, Uith the names of the experts in alphabetical order within eacK 

countryj this was for the purpose of showing the geographical distribution of the 

membership• 

Professor JETTMAR suggested that
3
 where new medical terms had to be created, it 

would be valuable.to enlist the help of a philological expert) in order to ensure the 
• j 

appropriateness of the terminology chosen^ 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL agreed to bear the suggestion in m i n d - . . 

Decision: The Board noted the report on appointments to expert 
advisory panels and committees (Document EB13/57). 

2. REVIEW OF THE REPORTS OF EXPERT COMMITTEES: Item 2.6 of the Agenda (Continuation 

Exoert.Committee on Drugs Liable to produce Addiction: fourth report (Document EB13/lj 
(Continuation) 

- j 

The CHAIRMAN^ reverting to the questions raised at the previous meeting regarding 

the authority of the Board vis-à-vis the Health Assembly in regard to functions 
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exercised by WHO under the Conventions on Narcotic Drugs stated that a legal opinion 

had now been secured, reading as fallowsÎ 

"Although there has never been an egress delegation of powers by 
the Health Assembly to the Executive Board in the matter of the functions 
exercised by WHO under the Conventions on Narcotic Drugs, it was considered 
that such a delegation was irrplied. since the Board has up to the present 
been responsible for the adoption of the eaqpert committees

1

 recommendations 
and the Director»General has sent the necessary notifications to the 
Secretary-General on the strength of the Boatd» s action. It was therefore 
considered that, as a logical consequence, the interpretation of the word 
"convertible" in the Conventions in so far as it concerned WHO could equally 
be made by the Board. 

"Should it be felt that a more formal procedure would be preferable, 
then the proposed interpretation could be submitted to the Health Assembly 
in a form analogous to that contained in EB13/1X." 

If the Board accept that interpretation, the draft resolution in the report 

(document EB13/11, page 3) would be amended by the substitution of the words: 

"Recommends to the Seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

interpretation" for the words "Decides that», and the addition of the following 

paragraph at the ends "Authorizes the Director-General and the expert committee, 

pending the consideration of the above interpretation by the World Health Assembly, 

to be guided by its terms". 

Mr. MASON, alternate to Dr. Maclean, welcomed the solution. The amended draft 

resolution left aside the question of whether authority in the matter lay with the 

Board or with the Health Assembly, aud the additional paragraph provided for the 

interim period until a final decision was made. The Director-General might give 

consideration to whether a recommendation that the powers in question should be 

fonnally delegated to the Board might be made to the World Health Assembly. 
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The CHAIRMAN observed that it was open to any delegation to raise the subject at 

the Health Assembly: it would certainly be advisable to have a formal ruling. 

Decision: The Board adopted the draft resolution (document EB13/11， page 3), 
as amended. . 

3. REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL COMMITTEES ON VITAL AND 
HEALTH STATISTICS: Item 2.8 of the Agenda (Document EB13/15) 

• Dr. GEAR, Assistant Director-General, Central Technical Services, introduced the 
\ 

report, drawing special attention to the fact that it was the report not of an expert 

group but of an international conference of national committees on vital and health 

statistics^ held under the joint auspices of the United Nations and Ш0 - another 

instance of valuable collaboration between the two bodies. The object had been to 

enable the national committees to study the problems and to seek suitable methods for 

improving their national vital and health statistics. WHO and the United Nations had 

had the opportunity to present a plan for collaboration and agreement regarding their 

respective interests in that field. 

It was perhaps of interest to note that the conference^ which had met in London, 

had been held at a minimum cost to the Organizations the delegations of the twenty-

eight participating countries had met their own expenses• 

The report did not call for any specific instruction to the Director-General: 

any follow-up action considered necessary would be undertaken in the normal course of 

the Organization^ activities• It would therefore be enough for the Board to note 

the report. 

Dr. HÏDE took the opportunity to commend the Director-General ánd the Secretariat 
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on the admirable part played by WHO in initiating the national committee movement, which-

had culminated in the holding of the conference• Dr. Gear and Dr. Pascua should be 

specially mentioned in that regard. He trusted the movement would go from strength 

to strength in the future, and eventually lead to the attainment of the ultimate 

objective, which was to have WHO regulations put into force throughout the whole world. 

The CHAIRMAN also paid a tribute to the work of the Secretariat in the matterj 

the success of the conference had greatly impressed technical circles in London. It 

would undoubtedly help to stimulate interest in the further establishment of national 

committees, thus helping to forward the important work of obtaining reliable vital 

and health statistics for all parts of the world. 

Decision: The Board noted the report (Document EB13/15)• 

4鲁 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD AT THE SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY: Item 5.4 of the Agenda (Documents EB13/3，EB13/3 Add.l) 

Mr. MASON was unable to agree with all the views expressed in the report of the 

members representing the Executive Board at the Sixth World Health Assembly (document 

EB13/3), where they had raised the question of the desirability of reviewing the present 

method of representation of the Board. 

The usefulness of having the Board
1

s report presented by its representative to 

the Health Assembly in plenary session had been recognized and on that point he was in 

full accord. But the proposal to discontinue representation in committees was not, 

in his opinion, acceptable. Answering questions at committee meetings was a secondary 

functionj surely the most important role of the Board
1

s representatives was to introduce》 
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explain and justify the Board's recommendations, made to the Health Assembly in accor-

dance with its constitutional duties. It was therefore essential to maintain 

representation at committee meetings. The Organization might well be called upon in 

the future to face even more serious problems than in the past and the Health Assembly 

would need all possible guidance and advice from the Board. Moreover, the waste of 

time that had occurred at earlier Health Assemblies for lack of such guidance would be 

avoided. 

Finally, it was important that the members chosen should attend the Health Assembly 

as independent representatives of the Board and not as their members of their countries' 

delegations. 

Dr. van den BERG unreservedly endorsed Mr. Mason's remarks, adding that continued 

representation of the Board in all committees of the Health Assembly would preclude 

any recurrence of the former awkward situation in which the Secretariat had had to 

defend the Board's recommendations in the absence of official representatives. 

Decision； The Board decided unanimously that it should continue to be 
represented at the Health Assembly in accordance with existing practice. 

Dr. TOGBA nominated Dr. Mackenzie and Br. Hyde as representatives of the Board at 

the Se^nth World Health Assembly, with Professor Hurtado as alternative. 

There were no other nominations. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that it would be useful for the persons nominated to 

represent the Board in their official capacities as Chairman and Rapporteur; it was a 

function of the Chairman and not of an individual to represent the Board. 
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Dr. TOGBA however recalled that hitherto the representatives had not been 

nominated by virtue of their offices on the Board. He himself had nominated the 

members mentioned in their individual capacities• 

Decision: The Board approved Dr. Togba
1

s nominations. 

The meeting rose at 3*15 p«m> 


