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Eleven delegations
1

 submitted comnents on technical discussions *.t future 

Health Assemblies to the General Coinmittee of the Sixth World He г 1th Assembly, 

ïïiese comments were also considered by the twelfth session of the Executive 

Bo^rd.
2

 As regards the Seventh World Health Assembly, the Board decided多 

that these discussions should be continued on an informal basis
y
 that they 

should be limited to э total period not to exceed two working days starting 

en the Saturday of the first week of the Assembly and then from S.30 te 10 я..m. 

on the following Monday and subsequent days gs necessary, and that they should 

be introduced by appropriate experts. The Bosrd also decided to consider Ft 

its thirteenth session the problem of technical discussions at subsequent 

Ie?lth Assemblies. 

The comments of the eleven delegations 一 insofar es they did not limit 

ïiemselves to propose a particular subject for the discussions of the Seventh 

•,-forld Health Assembly - dealt partly with assessment of results of past . 

.'icciissions ?nd partly with h m the method of conducting them could be c^-Anfe-i 

-^nd improved. 

The assessment vai-ied i>irl7 widely; the US Delegation, for instance, 

believed th^t "the time taken by busy public health p.dminis.brptors for (sserf-l,. 

.̂f i firs is not comrnensurste with the benefits of the discussions"^ the 

Justrplian Delegation felt th^t they
 Ji

hrve not .altogether produced the effect 
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for "which they were introduced, nor have they sustained the interest to the extent 

expected"• Others, for instance the French Delegation, ivere "convinced of the 

usefulness of the technical discussions held during sessions of the World Health 

Assembly", the Canadian Delegation suggested that "technical discussions яге 

valuable and should continue to be a feature of the Assembly programme". 

None of the delegations made a formal proposal for discontinuing the technical 

discussions altogether. The most far-reaching proposal was that of the US 

Delegation: to discontinue the present method of conducting them and to have a 

few technical experts present prepare papers for half a day. The Australian 

Delegation also thought that the present method of conducting the technical 

discussions is responsible for not having altogether produced the expected effect. 

It did not seem to the Delegation of Norway either th^t a final fully satisfactory 

method for conducting them has been found although not doubting that they have been 

of considerable value but have not perhaps on the whole paid dividends corresponding 

to the time and costs involved. In spite of the difficulties and criticisms so 

far met with, the Norwegian Delegation felt that technical discussions should 

continue to take place during World Health Assemblies. Since the delegations of 

Italy, Costa Riea, Ireland, France, Morocco (French Zone) and Canada also suggested 

various changes ？ind improvements, reconsideration of the problem seems to be 

warranted. 

An analytical review of relevant documentary material and of past experience 

at the last four World Health Assemblies seems to bear out the opinion already 

expressed in the General Committee of the Sixth Health Assembly that some of the 

difficulties as well as the v a r i e t y of comments and suggestions are due to the 

lack of a precise definition of the objectives of the technical discussions• 

Essentially, the following objectives have been suggested on various 

occasions: 

(1) to provide an opportunity for an informal exchange of experience among public 

health administrators; 
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(2) to provide an opportunity to the assembled public health administrators to 

listen to a highly expert discussion by a chosen panel； 

(3) to assist in solving some of YííD's current problems
3 

(4) to focus world attention on a particular health problem, preferably - but 

not necessarily - on one which is of major programme interest to 1H0, 

(5) to increase the technical character of Assembly proceedings. 

Depending on whatever may be decided to be.their major objective, the 

problems of their plsce in the Assembly, the time allocated to them, the subject 

chosen, and the method of dealing with it would have to vary accordingly. 

As regards the place of the technical discussions in the Assembly, their 

informal character outside the formal Assembly proceedings may serve the purpose 

well in the case of (1) and (2), and may not serve the purpose equally well in 

the case of (3), (4) or (5). Some delegations proposed to have the technical 

discussions integrated into the formal proceedings of the Assembly* the Norwegian 

Delegation suggested that they should "be arranged ？-s an integral part of the 

World Health Assembly, not as a separate issue"； the Delegation of Costa Rica 

thought that
 lf

we would benefit more if such matters т/ere presented within the 

daily programme of the Assembly", and the Canadian Delegation submitted that 

"th^y should be integrated into the discussion of programme in the appropriate 

Committee where the members of delegations particularly interested in technical 

matters will ordinarily be in attendance". 

The question of time to be allocated to the technical discussions comes up 

only as long as they are not included in the regular proceedings of the Assembly, 

If they are to remain an informal feature, there are proposals ranging from half 

a day to three full dpys suggested by the delegations of the USA. and France 

respectively. The length of time allowed for the discussions would also depend 

on whether the delegates to the Assembly were, for instance, expected to assume 

the more active role involved under point (1) or the less active role implied 

ty point (2). If, in the alternate case, the technical discussions were to be 
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included in the regular agenda of the Committee on Programme, the Committee would 

have to deal with the question as яп additional agenda item. 

As regards the subject of the discussions a number of delegations felt that 

they should be limited to one topic
#
 The Delegation of Ireland suggested that the 

subjects chosen should be such as are met with in everyday life of any public health 

administrator^ the delegations of Norway and Italy suggested topics of a general 

character or interest^ the French Delegation envisaged an exchange of views on 

the practical application in health services of the preventive and curative measures 

resulting from recent discoveries, and particularly those which are recommended 

Ъу the expert committees, the Canadian Delegation suggested a general review of 

the work of the Organization from the technical point of view with the Regional 

Directors taking a leading part in explaining the Organization's work in the fields 

under discussion. This variety of approaches is particularly indicative of the 

need for a more precise definition of the objective of the discussions. It would 

seem that the character of the subject would be mainly influenced ly whether the 

technical discussions should be a more or less educational feature for the benefit 

of the delegates (see above-mentioned points (1) and (2))
5
 or whether they should 

more specifically focus on the p r o g r a m e problems of ViHO (points (3) and (5)), or 

finally ^ihether they should attempt to exercise a certain leadership function in 

world health and to convey a certain message (point ⑷）• 

Finally, the choice of the method of conducting the discussions outside formal 

Assembly proceedings would depend on the decisions taken in regard to the other ques-

tions raised. A number of delegations have in one form or other suggested seminar-

type panel discussions either as the method of choice or as an introductory technique 

to a more general discussion ty delegates to follow. If the technical discussions 

should remain a feature outside the regular Assembly procedure and if it should be 

their stated aim to be essentially educational in the widest sense of the word, 

then some of the methods and techniques developed Ъу the Organization for comparable 

purposes may be suitably adapted for the needs of the technical discussions in 

connexion with World Health Assemblies. The Director-General may then be 
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authorized to do so as well as to select the chairman or chairmen of the plenary 

and group discussions so as to assure their advance co-operation in preparing the 

discussions. 

The Executive Board may, therefore, ivish to give consideration to the 

following points Î 

(a) definition of the objectives of the technical discussions, 

(b) determination of their proper place in the World Health Assembly in 

accordance with their recognized purposej 

(c) allocation of time for them if they should not be included into the 

regular Assembly proceedings, 

(d) type of subject to be preferably dealt i/vithj 

(e) the method of conducting the discussions. 


