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World Health Assembly document on "Strategies for health for all by 
the year 2000" (A32/8, reproduced as Regional Committee document SEA/RC32/15) 
refers to the funding of such strategies in paragraphs 95 and 130 as follows: 

Paragraph 95 

"The global strategy should envisage the strengthening of global 
mechanisms, such as the establishment of an appropriate body of 
participating countries1 for attracting bilateral and multilateral 
funds and for ensuring that they are channelled into priority 
activities in countries." 

Paragraph 130 

"Headquarters will facilitate the process of attracting bilateral 
and multilateral funds and channelling them into priority 
activities relevant to the attainment of health for all." 

The Director-General is therefore establishing an International Health 
Funding Group (IHFG) to advise him on the mobilization of bilateral and 
multilateral funds. The composition of this group is to include one participant 
from each of the five Regions (African, American, Eastern Mediterranean, 
South-East Asian and Western Pacific). As suggested by the Regional Director 
in his letter of 24 August 1979 (copy attached as Annex), the Regional Committee 
may wish to nominate the participant to represent the South-East Asia Region. 

l~his refers to a body of the type mentioned at a meeting of representatives 
of these countries held at WHO Headquarters in November 1978. 
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24 August 1979 

Sir, 

Subject: International Health Funding Group - 
Nomination of one representative from 
South-East Asia Region 

I have the honour to state that as part of the strategy 
endorsed by the Thirty-second World Health Assembly outlined in 
document A32/8, the Director-General, World Health Organization 
is proceeding to set up an International Health Funding Group 
(IHFG) to advise him on the mobilization of bilateral and multi- 
lateral funds for health with a view to ensuring that they are 
channelled into priority programmes. The document A3218 has 
already been sent to the Member States in this region for 
consideration of the "Strategies for Health for All by the 
Year 2000" under provisional Agenda item No. 15 (Document 
SEAlRC32115) for the forthcoming Regional Committee meeting 
in September 1979. 

The International Health Funding Group will be composed 
of about 20 members on a rotational basis drawn from traditional 
contributors to international health development, the OECD members 

To: 

All Member Governments in the Region 



24 August 1979 

of the Development Assistance Committee, developed socialist 
countries, OPEC, selected foundations and non-governmental 
organizations and selected developing countries. With regard 
to members from selected developing countries, it is proposed 
that one member representing the South-East Asia Region be 
nominated by the Regional Committee. Since the first meeting 
of the IHFG is proposed to be held from 10 to 11 December 1979, 
I am including this proposal of nomination of a member as an 
additional agenda item (supplementary agenda) at the Thirty- 
second session of the Regional Committee to be held in the 
Regional Office from 18 to 24 September 1979. This opportunity 
may also be used to discuss development of further mechanisms 
at the regional level in the light of the recent experiences 
of the meeting on the financing of primary health care programmes 
in Asia held in SEAR0 in July this year. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir 

Your obedient servant 

V.T.H. Gunaratne, F.R.C.P., D.P.H. 
Regional Director 


