
REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

INTRODUCTION 

The thirty-fifth session of the Regional Committee for South-East 
Asia was held in Dacca, Bangladesh, from 14 to 20 September 1982. This was 
the first occasion that a session was held in Bangladesh. It was attended 
by representatives from all Member countries of the Region, including 
Bhutan (which had become a Member of WHO in March 1982 and had joined the 
South-East Asia Region), the United Nations Development Programme, the 
United Nations Children's Fund, the International Labour Organisation and 
13 non-governmental organizations having official relations with WHO, as 
well as seven observers from bilateral and voluntary agencies and WHO 
collaborating centres (see Annex 1 for list of participants). 

After the Telwat-e-Quran, the session was declared open by the 
outgoing Chairman, Dr Bahrawi Wongsokusumo, Inspector-General, Ministry of 
Health, Indonesia. The Minister for Health and Population Control, 
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, inaugurated the meeting. 
The inaugural meeting was also addressed by the Secretary, Ministry of 
Health and Population Control (Health Division), Bangladesh, the Regional 
Director and the Director-General of WHO. 

At the first plenary meeting, a Sub-committee on Credentials was 
appointed, consisting of representatives of Bhutan, Maldives and Mongolia. 
Professor Jamba (Mongolia) was elected Chairman of the Sub-Committee, which 
held one meeting and presented its report (SEA/RC35/23) based on which the 
Regional Committee recognized the validity of the credentials presented by 
all the representatives. 

The Regional Committee elected the ialiowing office bearers: 

Chairman : Mr Md. Siddiquer Rahman (Bangladesh) 
Vice-Chairman : Dr N.L. Maskey (Nepal) 

The representatives of UNICEF, UNDP and ILO addressed the Regional 
Committee. 

The Committee adopted its agenda (Annex 2 ) ,  establisned a Sub- 
Committee on Programme Budget consisting of representatives from all Member 
countries, and adopted the terms of reference for this Sub-committee 
(document SEAlR~3514). Under the chairmanship of Mr D. Wijesinghe (Sri 
Lanka), the Sub-Comm~ttee held tnree meetings and submitted a report 
(Annex 3) which was endorsed by the Regional Committee (resolution 
SEA/RC~~/R~). 

The Regional Committee elected Dr I.D. Bajaj (India) as Chairman of 
the technical discussions on the subject of "Control and Prevention of 
Leprosy in the context of Primary Health Care", and adopted the agenda for 
these discussions (s~A/RC35/5 and 5 Add.1). The conclusions and 
recommendations arising out of these discussions (Annex 4), whicn were held 
on 16 September 1982, were later presented to the Regional Committee. 

The Director-General of WHO addressed the Regional Committee. He 
said that the adoption by the World Health Assembly of the plan of action 
for implementing the strategies for health for all had placed a heavy 
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responsibility on the Organization and its Member States to pursue that 
goal with determination. With only eighteen years to go for the year 2000, 
the time had come for both WHO and Member countries to give up the concept 
of conventional technical assistance and think in terms of technical 
cooperation. Countries should define clearly a national strategy for HFA 
and implement it vigorously. Attainment of better health, though an uphill 
task, could be accomplished by the application of appropriate know-how, 
learning by doing and by sharing experiences. 

The Regional Committee decided to hold technical discussions during 
its thirty-sixth session on the subject of "Monitoring and Evaluation, 
including Information Support, for Primary Health Care Programmes, with 
Special Reference to Family Health". 

The Committee reconfirmed its decision to hold its thirty-sixth 
session in Kathmandu in September 1983, in response to the invitation of 
His Majesty's Government of Nepal. It decided provisionally to hold the 
thirty-seventh session in the Regional Office in 1984, and noted with 
appreciation the advance notice given by the Government of Burma to host 
the thirty-eighth session in 1985. 

The closing session was attended by the Ministers of Health from 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Maldives, Mongolia and Nepal and the representatives 
of the Ministers of Health from Bhutan and Thailand. 

In the course of seven plenary meetings, the Regional Committee 
adopted seven resolutions, which have been issued separately in the 
resolution series and form Part I of this report. 

Parts 11, 111 and IV of this report are devoted to summaries of the 
Committee's discussions on important matters. A complete list of documents 
is given in Annex 5. 




