
W O R L D  H E A L T H  
ORGANIZATION 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Thirty-sixth Session 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR 
SOUTH - EAST ASIA 

SEA/RC36/17 

5 September 1983 

Provisional Agenda item 14 

TCDC ACTIVITIES AMO* COUNTRIES IN THE REGION 
AND WHO'$ SUPPORTING ROLE 

/ , y h r  presented by the Government of Thailand) 

/ 
/ I 



The Government of Thailand introduced this agenda item in spite of 
the fact that a plan had been made to discuss the related matter at the 
forthcoming meeting of the Ministers of Health to be organized following 
this session of the Regional Committee. It is the Government's opinion that 
the matter should be reviewed and discussed by the Committee in order to 
identify critical linkages between TCDC (technical cooperation among 
developing countries) activities and those of other development programmes 
of WHO in the South-East Asia Region, so that concrete guidelines for the 
formulation of specific operational plans could be developed for further 
consideration by the Ministers. 

It is still quite appropriate and timely that the above subject 
could be brought, if only briefly, to the attention of the session of the 
Regional Committee in view of the very active catalytic role that WHO has 
been continuously playing at both the regional and country levels in 
promoting and providing technical support to TCDC activities in the 
mutually agreed areas among countries in the Region. It is also timely that 
the third meeting of the Health Ministers, which is to follow this session 
of the Regional Committee, will give priority attention to the review of 
its past decisions on this matter. It seems important therefore that the 
critical relationships between the specific TCDC activities are discussed 
and decided by the Ministers, and those of WHO'S inter-country and country 
programmes are also thoroughly reviewed. It is hoped that the discussion 
might lead to some common understanding about the modus operandi for TCDC 
in the Region, taking into account the identified needs and resources in 
each Member Country. There is a great need to define clearly the specific 
role of national focal points in coordinating TCDC activities at the country 
level and that of Mi0 in supporting the development of TCDC mechanisms and 
in promoting the implementation of related programmes through its own or 
other resources, whether by linkage or integration with ongoing or planned 
SEARO programmes and activities or separate support. 

The recent progress relating to TCDC in the Region may be briefly 
reviewed. The majority of the countries in the Region have participated in 
the survey of TCDC needs using the format prepared by SEARO. Also, it is 
understood that these countries have now identified national focal points. 
Thailand had formed a TCDC working group in the Ministry of Public Health 
covering the agreed-upon areas in order to examine the large number of TCDC 
needs from other countries addressed to Thailand. A limited number of high 
priority requests submitted by specific countries, which Thailand has the 
manpower or resource facilities to match, have been identified. Administra- 
tive modalities, financial requirements and step-wise procedures have been 
proposed. Legal difficulties and constraints have been analysed and strate- 
gies and approach to overcome them outlined. The use of national budgets as 
well as of WHO inter-country project funds and WHO country regular budget 
has been considered, and, as a preliminary step, some guidelines have been 
developed with respect to the TCDC activities in which Thailand proposes to 
participate. Thailand is also looking forward to a positive response to 
some of its own TCDC needs from the designated countries. 

Of course, much remains to be done. Further discussions on regional, 
sub-regiona1,or bilateral basis would be required to reach agreement on many 
operational details. At this point, however, we feel that some consideration 
on the modus operandi for TCDC with respect to the specific roles of SEAM 
and WHO Programme Coordinators and Representatives' offices in supporting 
the countries' efforts in implementing their respective programmes would be 
helpful to the forthcoming deliberation of the Health Ministers. 


