
INTRODUCTION 

The thirty-eighth session of the Regional Committee for South-East 
Asia was held in the WHO Regional Office for South-East Asia, New 
Delhi, from 24 to 30 September 1985. It was attended by representa- 
tives from the 11 Member States of the Region, the United Nations 
Development Programme, United Nations Children's Fund, International 
Labour Organisation, United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, United Nations Fund for Population Activities, United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, as 
well as from two intergovernmental organizations, thirty 
nongovernmental organizations having official relations with WHO, 
and by observers from 10 bilateral and voluntary agencies. 

The session was declared open by the Regional Director and was 
then addressed by the Regional Director and by Dr H. Mahler, 
Director-General of UHO. Mrs Mohsina Kidwai, Minister of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of India, inaugurated the meeting. 

A Sub-committee on Credentials was appointed, consisting of 
representatives from Bhutan, Maldives and Mongolia. The 
representative of Maldives, Dr Ahdul Samad Abdullah, was elected 
Chairman of the Sub-committee, which held one meeting and presented 
its report (SEA/RC38/18), based on which che Regional Committee 
recognized the validity of the credentials presented by all the 
representatives. 

The Regional Committee elected the following office-bearers: 

Chairperson . . . Mrs Serla Grewal (India) 

Vice-chairman ... Dr Uthai Sudsukh (Thailand) 

The Committee reviewed the draft provisional agenda of the 
seventy-seventh session of the Executive Board and of the 
Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly (SEA/RC38/16) and then adopted 
its agenda (SEAlRC3811). It established a Sub-committee on Programme 
Budget consisting of representatives from all Member States and 
adopted its terms of reference (SEA/RC38/4). Under the chairmanship 
of Mrs Chandra Kala Kiran (Nepal), the Sub-committee held three 
meetings and submitted a report, which was endorsed by the Regional 
Committee (resolution SEA/RC38/R3). 



2 REPORT OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The Regional Committee elected Drs Soekaryo (Indonesia) as 
Chairman of the technical discussions on the subject of "Integrated 
control of priority communicable diseases using primary health care 
infrastructure" and adopted the agenda for these discussions 
(SEA/RC38/15 and Add.1). The conclusions and recommendations arising 
out of these discussions, which were held on 26 September 1985, were 
later presented to the Regional Committee, which endorsed the 
recommendations and adopted a resolution (SEAlRC381R6). 

The Regional Committee met in a private session to consider the 
item on "Nomination of the Regional Director". Later, at the plenary 
meeting, the Chairperson announced the decision of the Regional 
Committee to renominate Dr U KO KO for a five-year term from 1 March 
1986 (resolution SEA/RC38/Rl). 

The Regional Committee decided to hold technical discussions on 
the subject of "Integrated approach to maternal and child health 
care in the context of primary health care" during its thirty-ninth 
session. 

A sub-committee on draft resolutions was formed, consisting of 
representatives from Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Nepal and Thailand. 
In the course of seven plenary meetings, the Regional Committee 
adopted 12 resolutions, which have been issued separately in the 
resolution series. 

The Regional Committee decided to hold its thirty-ninth session 
in Thailand during September 1986 and accepted the invitation of the 
Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to host the 
fortieth session during 1987. 

The Regional Committee renominated India to a seat on the Joint 
Coordinating Board, Special Programme for Research and Training in 
Tropical Diseases. 

Parts XI, I11 and IV of this report are devoted to summaries of 
the Committee's discussions on important matters. 


