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The attention of the Regional Committee is invited to the following 
resolutions adopted by the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly and the 
seventy-fifth session of the Executive Board, which are of interest to this 
Region. 

1. REGIONAL PROGRAMME BUDGET POLICY 
(WHA38.11 and EB75.R7) 

The main objective of the World Health Assembly resolution is to 
enable Member States to make the best possible use of WHO'S resources for 
health development at both regional and country levels, in particular for 
their policy and strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000. While 
strongly supporting the preparation of such policies by the regional 
committees, the resolution urges Member States to take upon themselves the 
responsibilities for the preparation and implementation of such policies. 
It requests the Director-General to provide all assistance towards the 
above, including the preparation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation 
of regional programme budget policies. Such programme budget policies are 
to be reviewed by the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly, and 
the regional 1988-89 and subsequent programme budget proposals have to be 
prepared in accordance with these policies. 

PREVENTION OF DEAFNESS AND HEARING IMPAIRMENT 
(WHA38.19) 

The resolution recognizes the need for the prevention of hearing 
impairment, which affects about 8 per cent of the population in every 
country, and of deafness, which afflicts about 70 million people in the 
world. In order to increase the activity for the prevention of hearing 
impairment and deafness, the resolution requests the Director-General, in 
collaboration with governments and appropriate non-governmental 
organizations, to not only assess the causes for these but also to make 
proposals to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly for strengthening 
measures of prevention and treatment within the existing health programmes. 

3 .  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 
BY THE YEAR 2000 (WHA38.20 and EB75.Rl4) 

Keeping in view the adverse implications of the continuing economic 
crisis in many countries and the need to devise ways and means to overcome 
it, the Assembly resolution requests the Director-General to submit a 
detailed report on the repercussions of the world economic situation on the 
efforts of Member States to achieve health for all by the year 2000, along 
with suitable recommendations, to the seventy-seventh session of the 
Executive Board and to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly, for 
transmission to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

In view of the deteriorating health situation in the least developed 
among developing countries, the Executive Board resolution requests the 
Director-General to mobilize new financial and technical resources to 
support national strategies for Health for All within the existing Special 
Account for Assistance to the Least Developed among Developing Countries in 
the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion. 
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The Assembly, reaffirming its earlier resolutions, urged Member 
States to maintain and increase, as necessary, the percentage of national 
health budget. It also requested the Director-General to provide support to 
Member States in this action, in collaboration with other international 
organizations and institutions, and report back to the next World Health 
Assembly on the steps taken. 

5. MATURITY BEFORE CHILDBEARING AND PROMOTION OF 
RESPONSIBLE PARENTHOOD (WHA38.22) 

The Assembly, recalling its previous resolutions on the subject and 
taking note of the grave consequences of premature pregnancy in adolescent 
women, particularly where conditions of poverty, illiteracy, improper 
environment and undernutrition prevail, urged all Member States to take 
steps to promote healthy families and delay of pregnancies, and to 
dissemtnate relevant health education. The resolution requests the 
Director-General to encourage collaborative action-oriented research on 
both biomedical and social factors and to increase WHO'S collaboration with 
Member States and non-governmental agencies in providing primary health 
care with the emphasis on promotive and preventive programmes for 
adolescents. 

6. TECHNICAL COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN 
SUPPORT OF THE GOAL OF HEALTH FOR ALL (WHA38.23) 

The Assembly, recalling its previous resolutions on the subject and 
noting the action taken by the developing countries for the implementation 
of the Medium-Term Programmes (1984-1989) and for building up critical 
masses cf Health for All leadership through various international and 
national colloquia on leadership development, urged Member States, and 
specially the developed countries, to pay attention to technical and 
financial cooperation on programmes and activities relating to TCDCIECDC. 

Tbe resolution requests the Director-General to establish and 
strengthen focal points for TCDCIECDC in the regional offices and promote 
effective catalytic action for implementing the strategies of Health for 
All and to report on the progress made, to the Executive Board and to the 
World Heslth Assembly in even-numbered years. 

It also requests the Executive Board to give particular importance 
to the promotion of TCDC~ECDC in preparing the Eighth General Programme of 
Work. 

7. - MALARIA CONTROL 
(liilA38.24) 

The Assembly, recalling its earlier resolutions, and noting the 
socio-economic problems caused by the spread of malaria, and realizing that 
coordinated efforts and active community involvement are essential for the 
control of malaria in the context of Health for All, recommended the 
development of malaria control as an integral part of national primary 
health care systems. 
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The resolution requests Member States to review and appraise the 
existing control strategies, plan activities with appropriate technologies, 
and mobilize resources for malaria control and conduct of applied research. 

It also requests the Director-General to continue, in coordination 
with other international agencies, to provide technical support and to 
assist in the mobilization of adequate resources, particularly the 
strengthening of intercountry technical and operational collaboration, for 
developing effective methods for the prevention and control of malaria, 
especially the development of vaccines. 

8. COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: 
WOMEN, HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT (WHA38.27 and EB75.Rl5) 

The Assembly considered the report of the Director-General* and the 
views of the Executive Board on the health situation of women and their 
role in health and development, and expressing concern at the slow 
development of related activities, adopted this resolution, which calls 
upon Member States to show greater concern for women, both as recipients 
and providers of primary health care. 

It also requests the Director-General to ensure WHO's active 
participation in the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development 
and Peace. It further requests the Director-General to cooperate with 
Member States in their activities to promote women's health, strengthen 
coordination with other United Nations agencies, to evaluate the 
contribution of WHO's programmes to the promotion of women's health, and to 
report periodically to the Executive Board and to the World Health Assembly 
on the progress achieved in this field. 

9. PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF CHRONIC NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 
(WHA38.30) 

The Assembly, recalling its earlier resolutions on the subject and 
appreciating the Organization's role in coordinating scientific activities, 
called upon Member States to assess the importance of non-communicable 
diseases in their countries, and, where necessary, to promote studles for 
the prevention and control of cardiovascular diseases, lung cancer, 
diabetes mellitus, and other chronic respiratory non-communicable diseases. 
The resolution requests the Director-General to intensify preventive 
measures, undertake community studies, encourage coordination of programmes 
within WHO and ensure the availability of resources for the exchange of 
study protocols and expertise. 

The resolution also requests the Executive Board to include in the 
Eighth General Programme of Work, as a continuum of the Seventh General 
Programme of Work, of research and development aimed at the integrated 
prevention and control of non-communicable diseases into health systems. 

10. COLLABORATION WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN 
IMPLEMENTING THE GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 
(WHA38.31 and EB75.Rl3) 

The Assembly resolution appeals to the global family of 
non-governmental organizations, both national and international, to support 
the strategies for Health for All. 

* Document A38/12 
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It requests Member States to pay attention to the different aspects 
of collaboration with non-governmental organizations such as promotion and 
support of partnership approach, establishment of self-help and self-care 
group, stimulation of youth and student organizations, establishment of 
coordinating mechanisms, and mobilization of adequate resources. 

The regional committees have been requested to consider ways and 
means of strengthening greater involvement of national and regional 
non-governmental organizations for implementing the strategies for Health 
for All. 

The Executive Board has been requested to review the existing 
framework of WHO'S collaboration with non-governmental organizations with a 
view to making it more effective. 

The Director-General has been requested to pursue his efforts to 
promote the involvement of non-governmental organizations, and partnership 
activities of Member States, WHO and non-governmental organizations in the 
Global Strategy for Health for All. 


