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Amendments proposed by the Governmeni； of Belgium 

In its resolution WHA6.49, the Sixth World Health Assembly admitted the 

principle of plurality of representation of non-governraental organizations 

working in the same field so long as such organizations fulfil the conditions 

laid down and if their importance justifies their admission. 

The Belgian Government, which advocated acceptance of the principle of 

plurality of representation, is nevertheless of the opinion that, in view of the 

recognition of this principle, there should be some clarification with regard to 

the privileges which entry into relationship with TOO confers on non-governmental 

organizations (see Handbook of Basic Documents, 5th edition, p.119 section 3)« 

It is, in fact, necessary to avoid certain difficulties т/dúch might arise 

from the vagueness of the provisions in question. In particular, the following 

amendments should be made: 

(1) in line 2 of the second part of paragraph (i) of section 3， the nature 

of the item under discussion should be defined: the words "a scientific or 

technical" should be inserted between the words "discusses" and "item
1

。 

(2) in the first line of paragraph (iii) of the same section 3， the words 

«a memorandum" should be deleted and the words "memoranda on scientific, 

technical or strictly professional questions" substituted. 

Section 3 would then read as follows: 

"(i) The right to appoint a representative to participate, without 

right of vote, in its meetings or in those of the coramittees and 

conferences convened under its authority, on the following conditions: 
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^enever the Health Assembly, a committee or conference convened 

under its authority, discusses a scientific or technical item in which 

a
 e l a t e d non-governmental organization is particularly interested, such 

a
„ organization, on the invitation of the chainnan of the meeting or on 

h i s
 acceding to a request from the organization, shall be entitled to 

make a statement of an expository nature, and may, m t h the consent of 

the meeting, be invited by the c h a i m a n to make, in the course of the 

discussion of the item before the meeting, an additional statement for 

purposes of clarification. 

(ii) (unchanged) 

(iii) The right to submit memoranda on scientific, technical or 

s t r i c
t l y professional questions to the Director-General, who would 

determine the nature and scope of the circulation. 

In the event of ； (unchanged)." 「 

It is necessaxy to avoid too frequent and inopportune interventions by non-

governmental organizations and their interference in q^stions which are within 

t h
e competence of the State only. It is, therefore, desirable to define and 

limit the-fifeld in. which non-governmental organizations may intervene. It is 

obvias that their co-operation-in a technical organisation is only useful and 

justifiable on the technical or strictly professional level; non-governmental 

organizations must not imagine that the privileges conferred upon them give them 

t h e
 right to interfere, to offer, criticism or exercise arçr control in questions 

«hich are exclusively the concern of and within the competence of Member States, 

or in questions which relate to the functions of 而 0 in its capacity as an 

intergovernmental organization, and in particular in the functions of the inter-

governmental Assembly in the fields of general policy, interpretation and 

application of constitutional principles, external relations, financial control 

and establishment of the budget. 

By adopting these amendments, the Boaid w o u H prevént ^ f u t u r e interventions 

s u c h
 as that in the Plenary Assembly by a member of the World Medical Association 

who was not shovm 埘 any document to be the o f f ^ J ^ s ^ i t a t i v e of that 
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Organization. That intervention, which took place not during the course of the 

discussion but after the adoption of the report which closed the discussion, 

constituted interference in and criticism of the policy to "vrtiich WHO is bound by 

its constitutional obligations, a policy which only Member States are competent to 

judge and define. It is not for non- g ove r rime nt al organizations to dictate to WHO 

the policy the Organization should adopt in its relations with such organizations. 

On the other hand, the adoption of these proposals would mean that there would 

no longer be any major objection to a representative of a non-governmental 

organization being also a member of a governmental delegation, since his role would 

be strictly limited in the event of his intervention on behalf of the non-

governmental organization he was representing; he would no longer be able, as under 

the present provisions, to interfere in matters which are the exclusive concern of 

Member States and, in his capacity as representative of a non-governmental 

organization, to make himself the mouthpiece for proposals or opinions which the 

governmental delegation to which he belonged might not wish to present in an 

official manner. 

The Belgian Government feels it is obliged to point out that certain non-

governmental organizations send several of their members to WHO assemblies• There 

is no objection to this practice in itself, but the lists published by WHO an the 

occasion of each Assembly giving the names and credentials of governmental delegates, 

members of non-governmental organizations, observers， etc. do not, in so far as the 

non-governmental organizations are concerned, indicate the appointed representative 

of each non-governmental organization, this appointed representative being the only-

one entitled to speak. The texts stipulate, in fact, that a non-governmental 

organization may only appoint one representative to participate in WHO meetings. 

It is desirable that governmental delegations should know who is the officially 

appointed representative of each aorirgovernmental organization. 

It would be appropriate to request the Director-General to invite non-

governmental organizations to bear this fact in mind, and the point should be 

emphasized in communications sent to such organizations inviting them to participate 

in the Executive Board meetings and in the World Health Assembly. 


