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Drugs being a most essential tool for health care, it is very 
important how the national drug supply system is organized. In conformity 
with WHO Action Programme on Essential Drugs, Bangladesh adopted a new 
National Drug Policy in 1982 and enacted the Drugs (Control) Ordinance, 
1982 towards the implementation of the policy. The main objective of the 
new Bangladesh Policy is to make essential drugs available at minimum cost 
in sufficient quantities at different levels of health care and to ensure 
that such drugs are of a good quality, useful, eEfective and safe. 

There are indications that the drug situation in Bangladesh has 
positively improved and changed for the better since the new Policy was 
adopted. Local production of drugs has substantially improved. The 
production capacity affected due to withdrawal of non-essential products 
has been more than compensated by the much increased volume of production 
of essential drugs. Whereas the share of the 45 essential drugs for PHC was 
only 30 per cent of the local production (in terms of value) in 1981, their 
share in 1985 was nearly 65 per cent. Local Bangladeshi companies have been 
able to increase their share of the market from 35 per cent in 1981 to 
nearly 57 per cent in 1985. 

Government is also extending the production of essential drugs and 
vaccines for PHC within the public health sector. One health sector 
enterprise (The Essential Drugs Company Limited with 100 per cent 
Government shares having two units of production) produced essential drugs 
worth Tk. 160 million in 1985. Under separate programmes, essential 
vaccines, intravenous fluids and oral rehydration salts are also being 
produced in the public health sector. 

Bangladesh wishes to share its own experience in the field of 
essential drugs and would like to learn from valuable experiences of other 
member countries in this field. Bangladesh delegation feels that sharing of 
experiences among the member countries on this important subject would help 
in attaining the common objective of Health for All by the Year 2000. 

Bangladesh delegation submits this subject with the view that WHO 
can take a leading role in this area by - 

(a) establishing a Regional Drug Information Centre for 
dissemination of current information on drugs, including 
price trends and source of supply; 

(b) strengthening Regional Office capabilities in assisting 
the countries in the field of drug policies and 
management; and 

(c) further assisting the countries in establishing 
effective quality control of drugs and in framing of 
appropriate policies and legislation. 

Bangladesh delegation also wishes to express its thanks to W O  and 
UNICEF for technical cooperation and allocation of rpsources for the 
implementation of its Essential Drugs and Vaccines Programmes. 


