
W O R L D  H E A L T H  REGIONAL OFFICE FOR 

ORGANIZATION SOUTH - EAST ASIA 

SEA/RC39/12 

23 June 1986 R 
E 
G 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST ADOPTED 
BY THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

Thirty-ninth Session 

Provisional Agenda item 20 



The attention of the Regional Committee is invited to the following 
resolutions (copies enclosed) adopted by the Thirty-ninth World Health 
Assembly and the seventy-seventh session of the Executive Board, which are of 
interest to this Region. 

1. EVALUATION OF THE STRATEGY FOR HEALTH FOR ALL BY THE YEAR 2000 - 
SEVENTH REPORT ON THE WORLD HEALTH SITUATION (WHA39.7 and EB77.R6) 

The Assembly decided that reporting on the monitoring of the Global 
Strategy for Health for All be done every three years instead of every two, to 
allow more time to strengthen the national monitoring and evaluation process 
and the related information support. It urged the regional committees to 
(1) give appropriate attention to the dissemination and use of findings of the 
evaluation report to support the implementation of national and regional 
strategies and to make the best use of WHO'S resources at regional and 
national levels; (2) promote mutual cooperation and exchange of experience 
among countries with regard to national health development based on primary 
health care; (3) further intensify the mobilization of resources for the 
Strategy, and (4) carry out the next monitoring of the regional strategies in 
1988. 

2 .  ADDITIONAL SUPPORT TO NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH FOR ALL IN THE 
LEAST DEVELOPED AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (WHA39.8 and EB77.RZ) 

The Assembly requested the Director-General to continue his efforts to 
mobilize additional contributions from external sources for supporting 
priority health activities in the least developed among developing countries, 
using all existing mechanisms for the mobilization and application of 
financial resources. It also requested Member States to cooperate with the 
Director-General in his efforts and to provide additional resources to meet 
the pressing and priority needs of the least developed countries in support of 
their strategies for health for all. 

3. GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR HEALTH FOR ALL BY THE YEAR 2000 - REPERCUSSIONS 
OF THE WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATION (WHA39.15 and EB77.Rll) 

The Assembly resolution urges Member States to deploy all their efforts 
to avoid reduction in the national budgets for health services and health- 
related activities with a view to achieving the objectives laid down in the 
Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000; further develop their 
national strategies for health for all, and explore all possible resources of 
finance, including the redeployment of existing resources. It calls upon all 
developing countries to intensify their efforts for the further promotion of 
TCDCIECDC with a view to overcoming the present grave economic situation. The 
resolution requests the Director-General to monitor trends in external 
cooperation for the health sector of developing countries from all sources 
and, in this regard, to call upon countries and bilateral donors, 
nongovernmental organizations and agencies or organizations for multilateral 
cooperation to increase their support for national health strategies within 
the general plans for development of the developing countries. 
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4. INTERSECTORAL COOPERATION IN NATIONAL STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH 
(WHA39.22) 

The Assembly called upon Member States to identify and develop 
health objectives as an integral part of sectoral policies for agriculture, 
the environment, education, water, housing and other health-related 
sectors; include health impact analyses in all feasibility studies of 
health-related programmes and projects, and develop appropriate mechanisms 
within the overall development process to promote intersectoral actions for 
health at national and local levels in order to facilitate an efficient use 
of existing resources for achieving multisectoral health-for-all targets. 
It requested the regional committees to further develop specific regional 
health-for-all strategies fostering intersectoral actions in order to 
achieve equity-oriented health targets and to strengthen their support to 
Member States in formulating, implementing and evaluating country-specific 
intersectoral health policies. 

5. TOBACCO OR HEALTH (WHA39.14 and EB77.R5) 

The Assembly called for a global public health approach and 
immediate action to combat the tobacco pandemic, and requested chose Member 
States which have not yet done so, to implement smoking control 
strategies. It also addressed the other organizations of the UN system to 
show solidarity with WHO'S efforts to stem the spread of tobacco-induced 
diseases by protecting the health of non-smokers on their premises and help 
Member States in identifying and implementing economic alternatives to 
tobacco cultivation, production and trade. 

6. INTERNATIONAL DRINKING WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION DECADE 
(WHA39.20) 

The Assembly urged Member States to ensure that the national health 
authorities included support to water supply and sanitation programmes 
among their primary health care activities; reduce imbalances in levels and 
quality of service between urban and rural areas and between water supply 
and sanitation, and ensure intersectoral collaboration among national and 
international agencies with operational responsibility for and/or 
involvement in water supply and sanitation and other agencies. 

7. ELIMINATION OF DRACUNCULIASIS (WHA39.21) 

The Assembly called upon the affected Member States to establish as 
quickly as possible, within the context of primary health care, plans of 
action for eliminating this disease, giving high priority to endemic areas 
in providing safe sources of drinking water; intensify national 
surveillance of dracunculiasis, and report the resulting information 
regularly to WHO. 

8. PREVENTION OF MENTAL, NEUROLOGICAL AND PSYCHOSOCIAL DISORDERS 
(WHA39.25 and EB77.R3) 

The Assembly called upon Member States to apply the preventive 
measures identified in the report of the Director-General on the prevention 
of mental, neurological and psychosocial disorders* and to include these 
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activities in their strategies to achieve health for all by the year 2000. 
The resolution requests the regional committees to discuss ways in which 
the activities described in the said report and directed towards the 
prevention of mental, neurological and psychosocial disorders, could best 
be implemented at regional and national levels. 

9. ABUSE OF NARCOTIC AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES (WHA39.26) 

The Assembly called upon Member States to develop and implement 
national policies to address those health problems and to evolve mechanisms 
which will promote the coordination of the work of relevant government 
sectors and community organizations in tackling drug abuse, promote social 
and educational measures and encourage and support community action so as 
to reduce the inappropriate demand for narcotic and psychotropic 
substances. The resolution requests the regional committees to review the 
extent and nature of health problems related to the abuse of narcotic and 
psychotropic substances in their respective regions and to decide on ways 
of ensuring cooperation among countries in this area. 

10. TROPICAL DISEASE RESEARCH (EB77.R4) 

The Executive Board emphasized the importance of ensuring the rapid 
and widespread application of the results of research financed by the 
Programme in the national health strategies and programmes of countries, 
and urged Member States, in particular in tropical areas where the diseases 
are endemic, to improve career structures for scientists and other 
personnel engaged in research on tropical diseases, especially for those 
engaged in field research, and to contribute or increase their financial 
contributions to the Programme in order to accelerate the achievement of 
its objectives. 

11. THE RATIONAL USE OF DRUGS (WHA39.27) 

The Assembly considered the reports by the Director-General on the 
conference of experts on the rational use of drugs*, and urged the 
concerned parties, including the governments, the pharmaceutical industry, 
and relevant health personnel to assume their responsibilities as mentioned 
in the Director-General's summing-up. 

12. INFANT AND YOUNG CHILD FEEDING (WHA39.28) 

The Assembly recognized that the implementation of the International 
Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes was an important contribution 
to the health of the infant and the young child, and urged Member States to 
implement the said Code, if not yet done so, and to ensure that the 
practices and procedures of their health care systems were consistent with 
the principles and aims of the International Code. 

13. ACQUIRED IMMUNODEFICIENCY SYNDROME (WHA39.29 and EB77.Rl2) 

The Assembly urged Member States to cooperate fully in controlling 
the epidemic of AIDS and LAVfHTLV-111 infection, share all relevant 
information on the subject with the Organization and with other Member 
States, and immediately implement appropriate public health strategies for 
its prevention and control with necessary WHO support. 
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14. EXPANDED PROGRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION (WHA39.30 and EB77.W) 

The Assembly emphasized that continued efforts were required to 
strengthen disease surveillance and outbreak control, reinforce training 
and supervision, ensure the quality of vaccine production, management and 
administration, and pursue research and development. It urged Member States 
to commit themselves fully to achieving the 1990 immunization goal as part 
of their strategies for achieving health for all by the year 2000 through 
primary health care. 

15. PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF IODINE DEFICIENCY DISORDERS (WHA39.31) 

The Assembly resolution urges Member States to give high priority to 
the prevention and control of iodine deficiency disorders, wherever these 
problems exist, through appropriate nutritional programmes as part of 
primary health care. 


