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The attention of the Regional Committee is invited to the following 
resolutions (copies enclosed) adopted by the Forty-second World Health 
Assembly and the eighty-third session of the Executive Board which are of 
interest to the South-East Asia Region. 

1. REQUEST OF PALESTINE FOR ADMISSION AS A 
MEMBER OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
(WHA42.1) 

The Assembly was informed of the desire of Palestine to become a 
Member of WHO and to further the humanitarian work of the World Health 
Organization as a means of achieving peace in the Middle East. It expressed 
the hope that the Palestinian people would be fully represented wichin WHO 
by their legitimate representatives and requested the Director-General to 
pursue his studies on the application of Palestine and its implications for 
the work of WHO, in consultation with all appropriate organizations and 
bodies and to report on the outcome of his studies to the Forty-third World 
Health Assembly for its decision. 

2. SECOND REPORT ON MONITORING PROGRESS IN 
IMPLEMENTING STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 
(WHA42.2 and EB83.Rll) 

The Assembly, being aware of the worldwide economic trends that have 
seriously hampered the efforts of many Member States to reduce social 
inequities and, in some situations, worsened the plight of the poor, 
recognized the need to accelerate the implementation of the health-for-all 
strategies in order to achieve the goals and targets set by Member States 
for the year 2000. It urged the Member States to maintain their political 
commitment to reduce the inequities among the different population groups, 
and to strengthen the infrastructure of the health services so as to 
achieve the objectives of the five challenges contained in the second 
report on monitoring progress in implementing strategies for health for 
all; to intensify efforts to strengthen both the health infrastructure for 
the delivery of appropriate health care and managerial capacities, 
particularly at district and community levels, so as to improve interaction 
between health programmes and between the health and related sectors; to 
intensify their efforts to mobilize additional resources for sustainable 
health development; and to continue monitoring the progress and carrying 
out the second evaluation of their strategies in time for the 1992 world 
health situation report. The Assembly also urged the regional committees to 
give appropriate attention to the dissemination and use of the findings of 
the monltoring report; to continue to promote cooperation and exchange of 
experience among countries in implementing their national health-for-all 
strategies; to encourage efforts to mobilize and coordinate financial 
resources in support of national and regional strategies; and to support 
the implementation of the second evaluation of the regional strategies in 
1991. 
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3. STRENGTHENING TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC SUPPORT TO COUNTRIES FACING 
SERIOUS ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS (WHA42.3 and EB83.RZl); 
STRENGTHENING SUPPORT TO COUNTRIES IN RATIONALIZING THE 
FINANCING OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES (WHA42.4 and EB83.RZO) ; AND 
WHO'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TOWARDS 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (WHA42.26 and EB83.Rl5) 

The Assembly, being convinced of the need for countries to prevent 
waste of resources and to increase efficiency and promote equity by means 
of improved management and information systems, recognized, by its 
resolution WHA42.3, that many countries needed support to enable them to 
identify and implement improvements in the management of health resources. 
It urged the Member States to continue to mobilize resources for 
restructuring national health systems on the basis of the primary health 
care approach and more effective intersectoral coordination of action aimed 
at development; and to ensure that, in implementing economic adjustment 
programmes, specific measures are taken, in cooperation with international 
financial institutions, to protect the essential health services and the 
health status of the population. 

The Assembly, being further convinced of the need ro improve 
economic and financial analytical capabilities as a means of strengthening 
management of the health sector, was concerned about the continuing 
inappropriate allocation of limited resources in the health sector in many 
countries. By its resolution WHA42.4, it urged the Member States to review 
their priorities and plans of action for achieving health for all, in order 
to ensure that the resources available to national health systems are 
utilized for the goals of health for all through primary health care; and 
to strengthen their capabilities at all levels for planning, analysing and 
managing the use of the resources available. 

The Assembly was concerned that uncontrolled development and 
indiscriminate use of technology had degraded the environment, and that 
this increasingly posed threats to the health of the present and future 
generations and the sustainability of the development process itself. By 
its resolution WHA42.26, it stressed the need for both national and 
international policies and strategies dealing with interdependence between 
development, the environment and health, and urged the Member States to 
establish and evaluate policies and strategies for preventing adverse 
effects of development on the environment and on health; and strengthen 
their national health programmes for meeting basic human health needs in 
the context of development, providing health care for specific population 
groups requiring attention in the development process - for example, the 
urban poor, preventing diseases resulting from uncontrolled development, 
and assessing and preventing environmental health risks arising from 
uncontrolled development and tndiscriminate use of technology. 

4. PREVENTING THE PURCHASE AND SALE OF HUMAN ORGANS (WHA42.5) 

The Assembly, being aware that commercial arrangements for organ 
transplants are nevertheless being undertaken and that to-date there has 
been little success in preventing trafficking in human organs, was anxious 
to prevent the exploitation of human distress, particularly in children and 
other vulnerable groups, and to further the recognition of the ethical 
principles which condemn the buying and selling of organs for purposes of 
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transplantation. It called upon Member States to take appropriate measures 
to prevent the purchase and sale of human organs for transplantation and 
recommended that Member States introduce legislation to prohibit 
trafficking in organs where this cannot effectively be prevented by other 
measures; and to report as soon as possible to WHO the action taken with 
respect to this resolution. 

5. COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM - GENERAL 
MATTERS - FOSTERING THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL DECADE FOR NATURAL DISASTER REDUCTION IN 
THE HFALTH SECTOR (WHA42.16) 

The Assembly recalled the UN General Assembly resolution 421169 of 
11 December 1987, deciding to designate the 1990s as a decade in which the 
international community would foster international cooperation in the field 
of natural disaster reduction; and World Health Assembly resolutions 
WHA34.26 and WHA38.29, which were adopted to guide the Organization's 
programme regarding emergency preparedness and response. It called on all 
governments to participate in the International Decade for Natural Disaster 
Reduction, ensuring that appropriate attention is paid to prevention, 
preparedness, rehabilitation and relief of the health consequences of 
disasters, within the framework of national health development; and 
requested the Director-General to support the governments of Member States 
in the establishment of health sector policies, strategies and programmes 
for emergency preparedness and response during the Decade and to prepare a 
WHO programme in support of Member States, allocating the necessary funds 
from available resources. 

6. TOBACCO OR HEALTH (WHA42.19 and EB83.Rl3) 
PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE 
(WHA42.20 and EB83 .R10) 

The Assembly was concerned at the fact that, while tobacco 
consumption was decreasing in developed countries as a result of effective 
health promotion supported by appropriate legislations and regulations, the 
developing countries were registering increases in tobacco consumption. By 
its resolution WHA42.19, it reaffirmed that the health services should 
clearly and unequivocally publicize the health risks connected with the use 
of tobacco and actively support all efforts to prevent the associated 
diseases and resolved that each year 31 May shall be World No-Tobacco Day. 

The Assembly was seriously concerned at worldwide trends in drug and 
alcohol abuse, and at the human suffering, loss of life and social 
disruption accompanying these trends, including accidents and the spread of 
AIDS. By its resolution WHA42.20, it urged the Member States to develop 
comprehensive policies and programmes for combating drug and alcohol abuse 
within the context of primary health care, with emphasis on prevention and 
health promotion in conjunction with other mental health programme 
activities and in accordance with their own needs and priorities, including 
the ongoing assessment of the nature and extent of the problems, an 
evaluation of their current programmes in health and other sectors, the 
development of action programmes based on appropriate technology, in full 
collaboration with sectors other than health, and the recognition of public 
health interests in policies concerning drugs and alcohol. It requested the 
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regional committees to review the nature and extent of health problems 
related to drug and alcohol abuse in their respective regions and to 
formulate strategies to promote cooperation among Member States. 

7. INTERNATIONAL DRINKING WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION DECADE 
(WHA42.25 and EB83.Rl4) 

The Assembly emphasized the key role of adequate and safe water 
supply and appropriate sanitation in the prevention of disease and 
promotion of health. It urged those Member States which were not likely to 
meet the targets of the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 
Decade, to review the status of their water supply and sanitation services 
and accordingly develop strategies and plans to accelerate the 
implementation of national programmes as integral components of national 
health policies; expand development of this sector during the 1990s, with 
emphasis on the rural underserved and urban poor; and adopt innovative 
approaches to the promotion and financing of water supply and sanitation 
systems, including economic incentives, cost-sharing procedures and devices 
such as revolving funds geared towards the achievement of maximum coverage 
of needs. It also invited the regional committees to review regional 
policies and strategies for the provision of safe water supply and adequate 
sanitation and accordingly reaffirm the priority accorded to these 
programmes as essential to the maintenance of community health. 

8. STRENGTHENING NURSING AND MIDWIFERY IN SUPPORT OF 
STRATEGIES FOR HEALTH FOR ALL (WHA42.27) 

The Assembly was concerned at the present decline in numbers of 
nursinglmidwifery personnel and recruits in many countries and the 
implications for the future. It recognized that scarce nursinglmidwifery 
skills must be used more cost-effectively and urged the Member States to 
review their national nursinglmidwifery needs and resources and to devise 
measures to avert shortfalls in the future and take necessary action in 
developing strategies to recruit and retain, educate and reorientate, and 
improve the qualifications of nursinglmidwifer~ personnel in order to meet 
national needs; and adopt or, where necessary, amend regulations and 
legislation to facilitate the involvement of nursinglmidwifery personnel in 
all aspects of primary health care. 

9. GLOBAL STRATEGY FOR THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF AIDS 
(WHA42.33 and EB83.Rl7) AND NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AND THE GLOBAL AIDS STRATEGY (WHA42.34) 

The Assembly noted with satisfaction the strong support manifested 
by all Member States for the global AIDS strategy and the growing financial 
support from countries for the global effort. By its resolution WHA42.33, 
it urged the Member States to continue to collaborate with WHO in a spirit 
of open dialogue in order to increase their capability for the prevention 
and control of AIDS, and to provide financial support for implementation of 
the global strategy; and plan and implement national AIDS prevention and 
control programmes in collaboration with WHO as an integral part of their 
national health-for-all strategies. It also requested the regional 
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committees to continue to intensify regional activities in support of 
national AIDS prevention and control programmes. 

The Assembly, by its resolution WHA42.34, affirmed that the roles of 
governments and intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations in the 
global strategy on AIDS were complementary, allowing them to contribute to 
the worldwide efforts in a manner commensurate with their respective 
qualities and potentials. It urged the Member States to include 
representatives of nongovernmental organizations, as appropriate, on 
national AIDS committees and in other bodies engaged in combating AIDS; and 
to provide support for relevant nongovernmental organizations in the light 
of their needs and their financial and technical resources, and to seek 
solutions to structural impediments that constrain their operations. 

10. ENCOURAGEMENT OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES (TCDC) THROUGH THE PROMOTION OF NATIONAL CENTRES 
FOR RESEARCH AND THE TRAINING OF SPECIALISTS (WHA42.37) 

The Assembly recognized the important role which must be played by 
WHO as a catalyst and support to the development of TCDC, and endorsed the 
analysis made by the non-aligned and other developing countries interested 
in the present status of TCDC and the participation of WHO in its 
promotion. It urged the Member States to keep in view the principles of 
TCDC and to collaborate in the endeavour to develop TCDC as an effective 
means of cooperation towards the achievement of health for all by the year 
2000; make specific proposals to WHO for technical cooperation between the 
Organization and the developing countries which take account of the 
contribution each country can make to TCDC programmes; encourage the 
relevant institutions in their countries to strengthen their TCDC functions 
and capabilities; and allocate funds for the strengthening of TCDC 
activities in their region or other regions. 

11. EDINBURGH DECLARATION ON THE REFORM OF MEDICAL EDUCATION 
(WHA42.38) 

The Assembly acknowledged the continued need to improve the quality 
of training for all categories of health personnel and to reorient the 
contents of training programmes in accordance with the realities of the 
Member States and with the requirements of health-for-all strategies. 
Noting the Edinburgh Declaration on the Reform of Medical Education, it 
urged the Member States to give serious consideration to, and to 
disseminate, the recommendations and concepts embodied in the report of the 
Edinburgh Conference. 

12. THE H W T H  OF YOUTH (WHA42.41) 

The Assembly recognized that the health of youth represented a 
critical component for the health of future generations and for health 
development in general, and that both the current and future health of 
young people depended very much on their own actions, choices and 
behaviour. Concerned at the high rate of unemployed young people in Member 
States, and of its consequences for their health and integration into 
society, it urged the Member States to give appropriate priority to the 
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health needs of adolescents and youth; provide the resources and facilities 
necessary to assess critically the health situation and needs of 
adolescents and youth, and identify major factors that may influence their 
current and future health, including policies and programmes in health and 
other sectors; and develop socially and culturally acceptable programmes 
and services to meet the health and development needs of all adolescents 
and youth, ensuring the involvement of families, the public at large, 
health and other relevant sectors, and young people themselves. 

13. TRADITIONAL MEDICINE AND MODERN HEALTH CARE (WHA42.43) 

The Assembly, being aware that traditional medicine holds great but 
still largely unexplored potential for the development of new drugs against 
major diseases for which effective treatment was not yet available, was 
convinced that a substantial increase in national and international funding 
and support was needed if significant progress was to be made in this 
field. It urged the Member States to make a comprehensive evaluation of 
their traditional systems of medicine and a systematic inventory and 
assessment (pre-clinical and clinical) of the medicinal plants; introduce 
measures for the regulation and control of medicinal plant products and for 
the establishment and maintenance of suitable standards; identify those 
medicinal plants, or remedies derived from them; explore ways in which 
traditional practitioners may be used to extend the coverage of primary 
health care; and encourage collaboration among all institutions and 
organizations concerned in the scientific appraisal of traditional forms of 
medical treatment and their application, in modern health care. 

14. MANAGEMENT OF WHO'S RESOURCES AND SETTING OF PROGRAMME 
PRIORITIES (EB83.R22) 

The Executive Board, stressing that priority-setting for WHO'S 
programmes should be an issue of continuing concern within the Organization 
since health needs, management techniques and available resources are 
constantly evolving, desired that there should be participation as much as 
possible of WHO Member States and governing bodies in decisions involving 
the allocation of resources among WHO programmes at the country, regional 
and global levels. It urged the Member States to continue collaboration 
with the Organization in jointly identifying health problems and priorities 
calling for cooperative action. 


