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TENTH GENERAL PROGRAMME OF WORK 

The Tenth General Programme of Work will cover a period of six years i.e. 
from 2002-2007. In the preparation of the Tenth GPW, the global health policy 
"Health for All in the 21S' century" has been extensively consulted. It includes four 
policy orientations, namely: (1) Capacity-strengthening for HFA, (2) Collective 
action for global health, (3) Protection and promotion of human health, and (4) 
Building and maintaining sustainable health systems. 

The World Health Assembly is due to approve the Tenth GPW in May 1999 on 
the basis of a draft reviewed by the Regional Committees in September 1998, and 
by the Executive Board in January 1999. The Regional Committee is, therefore, 
requested to review the document and provide comments in the light of regional 
perspective, if any, as this will form the practical basis of WHO collaboration with 
the Member States during 2002-2007. 



The World Health Organization performs its constitutional responsibilities through the 
General Programmes of Work (GPWs). The programme of work aims at supporting the 
countries in improving the health and health systems in response to their needs, with 
particular emphasis on countries in greatest need. It is developed on the basis of the Global 
Health Policy approved by the World Health Assembly defining the policy framework for 
world action and sets the framework for programme development and management for 
WHO. 

The Tenth General Programme of Work will cover the period 2002-2007. This is 
based on WHO'S policy "Health for All in the twenty-first century". The Fiftieth World Health 
Assembly approved the general outline for the Tenth GPW and emphasized the need: 

"...to continue the preparation of the Tenth General Programme of Work, which 
should clearly and concisely set out strategic priorities and targets for WHO as 
well as being derived from and closely linked to the new policy for health for all 
for the twenty-first century, and should be subject to periodic evaluation; ..." 

"...to ensure that priorities and targets of the Tenth and subsequent General 
Programmes of Work are reflected in development, implementation, monitoring 
and evaluation of programme budgets;. . ." 

This was further developed and elaborated by the Management Development 
Committee (MDC) and the Global Policy Council (GPC). The GPC, at its eighteenth meeting 
in January 1998, approved a set of themes/policy orientations reflecting the key elements of 
the new health policy for the twenty-first century to serve as the basis for the development of 
the objectives and targets of the Tenth GPW. The policy orientations are: 

(1) Capacity-strengthening for HFA 

(2) Collective action for global health 

(3) Protection and promotion of human health 

(4) Building and maintaining sustainable health systems 

These policy orientations are synonymous with those set for the Ninth GPW. 
However, it provides an overall philosophy of the Organization towards attainment of health 
by all peoples in the world with the focus on WHO resources and action. 

Preparation of the Tenth GPW started following approval of the general outline 
submitted by the Secretariat to the Fiftieth World Health Assembly. In SEARO, the briefing 
and actions started with the presentation of the outline during the meeting of the Regional 
Director with the WRs. This was further elaborated following the guidelines provided by 
WHO headquarters for preparation of the Tenth GPW (document No. PPE 98.1). The 
Regional Office had in-depth discussion on cross-cutting issues under each policy 
orientation and developed the objectives and targets. In this preparation, HFA targets, as 
endorsed by the Executive Board in its 10iS' session, as well as projections for 2002-2005, 
contained in the proposed strategic programme budget for 2000-2001, were consulted 
extensively. 
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CONTENTS OF THE TENTH GPW 

The draft Tenth GPW is structured with seven different chapters. These are: 

(1) Health Situation and Trends 

(2) Essential Elements of the Health-for-All Policy 

(3) Mission and Functions of WHO 

(4) WHO Programme Framework 

(5) General Principles for the Implementation of the Tenth General Programme of 
Work 

(6) Monitoring and Evaluation of the Tenth General Programme of Work 

(7) Mobilization of Resources/Partnerships 

It is significant to note that all the six regions of WHO contributed to the preparation of 
the contents of chapter IV i.e. WHO Programme Framework containing objectives and 
targets under each of the four policy orientations. This has been finalized following review by 
a working group drawn from the regions and headquarters. 

The draft Tenth GPW is under preparation in WHOIHQ. 

The Regional Committee may wish to review the draft document (expected to be 
available shortly) and provide comments, if any, in the light of the regional perspective. 


