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CONSIDERATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS ARISING  
OUT OF THE TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS ON  

“REVITALIZING PRIMARY HEALTH CARE” 

This paper is a summary of the Technical Discussions on Revitalizing Primary Health Care 
held in Jakarta, Indonesia from 6-8 August 2008. The summary includes the process of the 
regional conference, an overwhelming call for a renewed commitment to the principles of 
primary health care at all levels and the recommendations emanating from the Technical 
Discussions. 

The report of the Technical Discussions is being submitted as an information document. 

The paper is now submitted to the Sixty-first session of the Regional Committee for 
consideration of the recommendations arising out of the Technical Discussions on 
“Revitalizing Primary Health Care”. 
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1. A Regional Conference on Revitalizing Primary Health Care (PHC) was organized from 6-8 
August 2008 in Jakarta, Indonesia. It was decided that proceedings from the meeting be used to 
inform the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia on the way forward 
in strengthening health systems using the PHC approach. The conference was inaugurated by 
H.E. Mr Aburizal Bakrie, Coordinating Minister for People’s Welfare, Republic of Indonesia. The 
inaugural session was also addressed by Dr Samlee Plianbangchang, Regional Director, WHO 
South-East Asia (SEA) Region, and H.E. Dr Siti Fadilah Supari, Minister of Health, Republic of 
Indonesia. Keynote addresses were delivered by Dr Halfdan T. Mahler, Director General 
Emeritus, WHO, Ms Erna Witoelar, Former UN Special Ambassador for MDGs in Asia and the 
Pacific and Dr Amorn Nondasuta, Former Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Public Health, Royal 
Government of Thailand. Mr Gianfranco Ratigliano, UNICEF Country Representative, and  
Mr Joachim von Amsberg, World Bank Country Director, also made remarks at the plenary. 

2. Dr Budihardja Singgih, Director-General, Public Health, Ministry of Health, Republic of 
Indonesia, presented the conclusions and recommendations arising out of the Technical 
Discussions, at the closing session. Dr Gado Tshering, Secretary, Ministry of Health, Royal 
Government of Bhutan, made additional, general remarks on behalf of all participants.  
Dr Mahler made a few final observations before Dr Samlee declared the conference closed.  

3. Over 200 participants attended the conference, representing all 11 Member countries of 
the SEA Region as well as all health-related stakeholders – from grassroots community workers to 
national government officials to international development partners. 

4. The detailed report of the Technical Discussions on Revitalizing Primary Health Care is 
provided in the document SEA/RC61/7 Inf. Doc.  

5. In addition to an overwhelming call for a renewed commitment to the principles of PHC at 
all levels of the health agenda, the following specific recommendations were made by 
participants: 

Recommendations for Member countries 

6. It was recommended that Member countries: 

(1) Reaffirm their political commitment to revitalizing PHC as an effective approach to 
strengthen health systems to address national health needs, an approach that:  

• is anchored at the community level and responsive to its health needs;  

• emphasizes overall health system strengthening to improve equity and efficiency; 
and 

• shifts from a focus on service delivery to a development orientation in the 
country’s social, political and economic contexts. 

(2) Review health financing and expenditure with respect to: 

• equity of health outcomes and efficiency of tax-based funding vis-à-vis national 
health priorities; 

• financing options for funding gaps, especially contributory schemes like social and 
community insurance that can support the PHC principles; 

• flexibility of the financing structure to improve responsiveness in resource use at 
all levels of public health administration/management; and 

• strategic use of the non-state sector to advance the PHC effort to accelerate 
health development. 
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(3) Strengthen human resources and service delivery system to support effective health 
systems through revitalizing PHC, especially: 

• capacity building of community-based health workers and community health 
volunteers; 

• appropriate training of health workers consistent with the needs of PHC, 
including review of the skill mix and curriculum;  

• review of incentives for recruitment, deployment and retention of all health 
workers, particularly in poor and underserved rural as well as urban areas;  

• improving the effectiveness of the referral system; and 

• availability of infrastructure and supplies, including appropriate procurement and 
equitable distribution of medicines. 

(4) Develop a strategy for improving health information systems that can better support 
PHC in: 

• setting of priorities and targets, identifying indicators as well as monitoring 
progress towards national goals and health-related MDGs; 

• monitoring of equity as well as correcting the inequity gap; and  

• multisectoral collaboration in planning, implementation and monitoring the 
progress of PHC. 

(5) Establish mechanisms as well as strengthen capacity for health system research and 
ensure its linkage with health policy and programme implementation. 

(6) Empower communities, especially women, to take an active role in ensuring 
responsiveness and accountability in PHC.  

(7) Strengthen the capacity of ministries of health vis-à-vis their governance, leadership  
and stewardship responsibility to coordinate all health and health-related sectors and 
stakeholders, particularly: 

• to profile and advocate for health in the development agenda;  

• to regulate the non-state sector; and  

• to comprehensively monitor and evaluate the multisectoral PHC effort. 

7. This needs to be done in the light of overall public sector reorientation towards PHC. 

Recommendations for WHO 

8. It was recommended that WHO should: 

(1) Assist Member countries in direct capacity development for strengthening PHC-
oriented health systems;  

(2) Provide normative support for country capacity, particularly in: 
• consolidation and dissemination of lessons learnt from international experiences 

with PHC; and 
• facilitating horizontal support between countries. 

(3) Advocate with national governments on the need for multisectoral action for PHC. 
(4) Provide global leadership in orienting other development partners towards PHC. 

9. It is proposed that the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee for South-East Asia may 
consider adopting a resolution on this agenda item based on the above-mentioned 
recommendations. 




