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The Executive Board at its eleventh session considered the D ire с t orrGener al s 
study on the problem of official relations with non-governmçnta1 organizations, 

1 
which had been requested by the Board at its ninth session. This study indicated 
the experiences of both the United Nations and certain specialized agencies 
(UNESCO,工LO and FAO) in relationship with non-governmental organizations. It 
also pointed out that there were four main possibilities for action in this matter5 
each compatible with Article 71 of the Constitution of 1H0. These were: 

(1) to abolish official relationships 

(2) to continue official relationship under the same policy 
as has ruled up to date； 

(3) to amend the present working principles or their 
interpretation； 

(4) to establish two categories of relationship with non-governmentaüL 
organizations. 

Early in its discussions the. Executive Board agreed not to accept the 
suggestions contained in 1. and 4. above, and it reached no final conclusion after 
prolonged debate on 2. and 3- Several draft resolutions and propositions were 
considered, but each, was rejected after discussion without a vote being taken• A 
draft resolution (No.5, Appendix) in which it was proposed to modify neither the 
criteria to be fulfilled before a non~governmental organization became eligible to 
be considered for relationship with Ш 0 , nor the procedure for admitting such 
organizations into this relationship, but permitting plurality of relationships in 
special cases) was rejected (8 votes to 8). Seventeen members were present, but 
the Chairman did not vote. 

1 Off. Rec. World Hlth Org. 40, resolution EB9/42 



It was then proposed, and unanimously agreed that, in view of the amount of time 
the Board had spent discussing the question, and the impossibility of arriving at a 
decision, by a clear majority, the whole matter should be referred to the Health 
Assembly. 

It was clear that the point at issue was whether there should be only one non-
governmental organization admitted into relationship in each field of activity, or 
whether it would be advisable to have a number of them. Varying points pf view on 
this subject were brought out in the resolutions submitted (see Appendix). 

Those members in favour of having only one organization in each field of work 
admitted into relationship contended that it would be impossible to co-ordinate 
international health work if the advice of two or more different organizations was to 
be accepted, or if their activities could not be co-ordinated. They also pointed 
out that any international organization which did not admit to membership all persons 
engaged in that field of work was in fact guilty of being exclusive, and this was not 
compatible with the Constitution, which states that there shall be no "distinction of 
race, religion, political belief, economic or social conditions". It was further 
suggested that if more than one organization working in any given field of health 
were admitted into relationship it might be more difficult to resolve differences of 
opinion between such organizations than would be the case if such differences 
remained matters for discussion outside Ш 0 , 

On the other hand, those vdio were in favour of interpreting principles in the 
sense of plurality in special cases contended that any complete or rigid adherence to 
the vie-wpoint taken by the opposing group would lead to bad public relations and 
unnecessary tensions deleterious to the interests of 1H0. This viewpoint was 
endorsed to a limited extent by the Director-General. It was believed that a better 
solution to the problem would be to admit all reputable organizations which requested 
relationship rather than make invidious distinctions, provided always that the 
organization requesting relationship came within the criteria contained in the 
working principles. 



During the debate, questions were also raised concerning, the obligations of-non-
governmental organizations brought into relationship m t h WHO. The prtociples 
governing： the admission of such organizations into relations with YfflO refer to 
privileges granted to these organizations but do not refer to duties or obligations 
which they might be expected to assume. However, when the proposal was made for 
amendment of this part of the principles it was rejected by 8 votes to 6 with 

2 
2 abstentions. 

T h e foregoing statement covers substantially the difficulties experienced by the 
Executive Board on this controversial question, which remains unsolved. The Board 
therefore passes it on to the Yforld Health Assembly with the request that the 
Director-General prepare any further documentation he may think necessary for the use 

of the Assembly. 

1 Handbook of Basic Documents, Fifth Edition, p.117 
2 see para. 3, resolution 5, Appendix 



APPENDIX 

RESOLUTIONS PROPOSED BUT NOT ADOPTED 

Resolutions proposed during the debate•on the Director-General»s study of the 
relationship of non-governmental organizations with the World Health Organization. 

1. A proposal by Dr. van den Berg to set up a working party in the early stages 
of discussion - rejected by 12 votes to 4, 

2. Draft resolution proposed by Professor Canaperias 

The Executive Board, • 

After having examined the document presented by the Director-General on 
the question of relations with non-governmental organizations, 

1. IS OF THE OPINION that there is no need to modify the principles governing 
the admission of non-governmental organizations to relations with WHO, as 
approved by the Third World Health Assembly; 

2. CONSIDERS that, in accordance with these principles, there is nothing 
against the plurality of representation of non-gçvernmental organizations 
active in the same field and that, consequently, this solution could be adopted 
in special cases, when the organizations concerned satisfy the conditions laid 
down for their admission. 

This resolution was discussed but not put to the vote. 

3. Draft resolution proposed by Dr. Allwood-Paredes and Dr. Togba (who later withdrew 
his sponsorship)i 

The Executive Board, 

1. RECOMMENDS that the criteria to be fulfilled by a non-governmental 
organization for admission into relations with WHO remain as at present； 
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2, RECOMMENDS, nevertheless, that the procedure for admitting such organizations 
.into relationship, as well as the privileges conferred by such relationship, be 
revised; 

3» REQUESTS the Director-General and a committee on non-governmental organizations 
jointly to submit to the thirteenth session of the Executive.Board a study on this 
question and a complete set of rules governing relationships. 

This resolution was discussed bnt not put to the vote-

4* A proposal by Mr. Mason that "The Board adopt the second possibility suggested by 
the Director-General to continue official relationship as it now stands"一 rejected by 
8 votes to 8 with 1 abstention. 

5, Draft proposed by Dr. Allwood-Paredes, Dr. van den Berg, Dr. Canaperia and 
Dr. Hurtado (a combination of 2. and 3»)î 

The Executive Board 

After having examined the document presented by the Direсtor-General on the 
question of relations with non^governmental organizations and the working 
principles governing the admission of non-governmental organizations into 
relations with WHO, 

1, 工S OF THE OPINION that there is no need to modify the criteria to be fulfilled 
before a non-governmental organization becomes eligible to be considered for 
relationship with the World Health Organization nor the procedure for admitting 
organizations into relationship with WHO; 

2» CŒiSIDERS that, in accordance with these criteria, there is nothing against 
the plurality of representation of non-governmental organizations active in the 
same field and that, consequently, this solution could be adopted in special 
cases, when the organizations concerned satisfy the conditions laid down for their 
admission; 
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3, RECOMMENDS that the question of privileges and obligations conferred on 
non-governmental organizations by relationship with WHO be examined； and 

4. REQUESTS the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations and the 
Director-General jointly to submit to the thirteenth session of the Executive 
Board a study of this question and a draft set of rules governing relationship. 

The voting on this ̂ resolution was taken paragraph by paragraph • 

Decision Paragraph 1 was adopted unanimously. 
Paragraph 2 was rejected by 8 votes to 8» 
Paragraph 3 was rejected by 8 votes to 6 with 2 abstentions • 
Paragraph 4 was not voted upon since paragraph 3, from which it followed, 
was rejected. 

The Chairman then put to the vote the draft resolution as a whole, as amended 
by the previous votes-. This was rejected by 8 votes to 8« 


