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The Director-General has the honour to inform the Board of the action taken 

pursuant to Resolution 555 VI of the General Assembly on Development and 

Concentration of the efforts in the social field of the United Nations and the 

specialized agencies. In this Resolution, the General Assembly referred the 

Preliminary Report on the World Social Situation to the Economic and Social 

Council and requested the Council "••• taking due account of the findings of the 

report and of the suggestions submitted by the countries directly concerned, to 

draw up a programme of practical action for the United Nations in the social 

field to be implemented in co-operation with the specialized a g e n c i e s . . The 

full text of the Resolution was communicated to the Fifth World Health Assembly•‘ 

The chapter on health included in the Report on the World Social Situation 

was prepared by WHO, âs was reported to the Health Assembly in the above document. 

The Report was distributed to States Members of the United Nations in 1952 and 

was considered by the Economic and Social Council at its l^fth session. As of 

December 1952， the Secretary-General had received the comments of several 

governments on the Report. 

The Council, on 28 July 1952， adopted Resolution b^b A XIV entitled 

Development and Concentration of the efforts in the social field of the United 

Nations and specialized agencies and the preliminary report on the world social 

situation. The resolution is as follows: 



The Economic and Social Council 

1 Commends the Secretary-General and the specialized agencies concerned.丄 
f'

or
 the preparation of the preliminary report on the world social situation; 

2 Draws the attention of States Members of the United Nations and of the 
specialized agencies to the report and, in light of it, invites their sugges-
tions and recommendations in connexion with the drawing-up of the programme 

o f
 practical action to which resolution 555 (VI) of the General Assembly refersj 

5. Recognizes the essential interdependence between the improvement of social 

conditions and the raising of living standards, and the urgency of breaking the 

vicious circle of disease, ignorance and poverty that affects more than half of 

the world•s population; 

k. Transmits the report to the specialized agencies for appropriate action 
within their fields and invites their recommendations concerning the development 
of programmes of practical action in the social field} 

5. Invites the Secretary-General, in consultation with the executive heads 
of the specialized agencies concerned, to prepare and submitto the Social 
Commission and to the Council in 1955，any suggestions in this matter that, in 
his opinion, would be useful to them; 

6. Authorizes the Social Commission to hold its regular session in 1955， with 
a special request to make recommendations to the Council in 1953 on a programme 
of concerted action in the social field in accordance with resolution 535 (VI) 
of the General Assembly, taking into account the priorities in the social field 
established by the Council during its present session and the opinions expressed 
by the S七ates Members of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the 
Secretary-General as well as the decisions taken and the views expressed in the 
consideration of the report of the world social situation during the present 
session of the Council; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the specialized 

agencies and the appropriate non-governmental organizations： 

(a) To prepare for publication in 195^ a supplementary report dealing 

with a survey of national and international measures taken to improve 

social conditions throughout the world; 

(b) To prepare a second edition of the report on the world social 

situation, for publication in 1956， including the changes which have 

taken place； 

8 . Draws the attention of governments to the urgent need for increased 

national effort and international co-operation in the social field, with 

special emphasis on social problems which have direct bearing on economic 

development. 
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The ACC considered this resolution in October 195
2

 and the organizations 

concerned met in December to draft a Prograirmie of Concerted Practical Action in the 

Social Field. The General Programme of Work covering a Specific Period, approved 

by the P>oard at its seventh session， was incorporated into that document, vith the 

necessary editorial changes, and forms the health component of the international 

programme. The Programme is scheduled to 'be published by the United Nations early 

in the spring of 1955• 

Arrangements have been made to ensure that the Report on the World Social 

Situation and the Programe of Concerted Practical Action in the Social Field are 

received by States Members of the WHO which are not members of the United Nations. 

The Report and the Programme are designed to complement each other^ the first 

presenting a general survey of the problem, and the second, the international action 

approved by governments to Ъе carried out through the United Nations system. 1 In 

both documents, the material is discussed from the standpoint of the principal social 

problems and reference is made only incidentally to the mandates of the international 

organizations. Hence problems for which WHO has technical responsibility are treated 

not only in the chapter on health but also under other headings such as family and 

child welfare and community organization and development and social statistics。 

In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Council's resolution, the Programme of 

Concerted Practical Action in the Social Field has been placed on the agenda of the 

Sixth World Health Assembly. In requesting the recommendations and suggestions of 

the specialized agencies on this programme^ the Council drew attention specifically 

to the Report on the World Social Situation, and it therefore appears desirable 

that both documents be considered together. As health aspects are treated in 

several parts of these documents, it is also desirable that each should be read as 

a whole• The Report contains 180 pages; the Programme is expected to be somewhat 

shorter
#
 Full consideration of both documents^ however^ might require more time 

than the Board or the Health Assembly would Ъе in a position to devote to this item 

of their agendas. In view of these facts, the Board may wish to decide on a 

procedure for dealing with this item. 
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This documentation is to be completed in 1956 by the report requested in 
paragraph 7(a) of the Council

1

s Resolution, vhich includes national measures. 



The following alternatives may Ъе suggested: 

(a) Both the Report on the World Social Situation and the Programme of Concerted 

Practical Action in the Social Field might be distributed as documents of the Sixth 

World Health Assembly for the item on Development and Concentration of Efforts in 

the Social Field. This would add materially to the documentation for the Assembly. 

(b) The Programme alone might be distributed in advance as a .document of the 

Assembly for the above item» In that case，the Board might wish to call Resolution 

k^hA XIV of the Economic and Social Council to the attention of Member States, 

referring especially to paragraph 〜 

(c) The Board might vish to call "both documents to the attention of Member States, 

together with Resolution XIV of EGOSOC^ and invite the Governments to address 

their suggestions and recommendations to the Director-General for inclusion in a 

document which would Ъе submitted to the Sixth World Health Assembly for the above 

item of its agenda. In that case，a copy of the Report and of the Programme would 

be made available in Geneva to each delegation for reference in the discussion of 

that item. 


