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TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS: SELECTION OF A SUBJECT FOR THE 
TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS TO BE HELD 
PRIOR TO THE SIXTY-SECOND SESSION 

OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

This document lists the subjects of the Technical Discussions held since 1994 in conjunction 
with the sessions of the Regional Committee. 

It also provides a list of proposed subjects for the Technical Discussions to be held 
prior to the sixty-second session of the Regional Committee in 2009. 

The Meeting of the Advisory Committee (ACM) was requested to review the proposed 
subjects for the Technical Discussions and select the subject to be submitted to the Regional 
Committee for consideration at its Sixty-first Session. 

The ACM reviewed and discussed all the propsoed five topics for the technical 
discussions and selected the topic “Reducing the health effects of climate change” and 
rephrased the title as “Protecting human health from climate change”. 

The ACM unanimously recommended that the Sixty-first Session of the Regional 
Committee endorse the topic “Protecting human health from climate change” as the subject 
for Technical Discussions to be held prior to the sixty-second session of the Regional 
Committee. 

The subject for  the Technical Discussions selected by the ACM is now submitted to 
the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee for its consideration and endorsement. 
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The following subjects have been dealt with in the Technical Discussions held in 
conjunction with the sessions of the Regional Committee since 1994: 

1994 – Resurgence of tuberculosis – the challenge 

1995 – Alternative financing of health care 

1996 – Quality assurance in laboratory practices 

1997 – Health sector reform 

1998 – Partnerships for health development with focus on women’s 
    health and development 

1999 – Tobacco or health: Actions for the 21st century 
  – Intensification of STD/AIDS surveillance 

2000 –  Equity in access to public health 
  – Healthy settings 

2001 – Mental health and substance abuse, including alcohol 

2002 – Management of decentralization of health care 

2003 – Social health insurance 

2004 – Emergency health preparedness 

2005 – Skilled care at every birth 

2006 - Promoting patient safety at health care institutions 

2007 - Nutrition and food safety 

2008 -  Revitalizing primary health care 

In selecting a subject for the Technical Discussions to be held prior to the sixty-
second session in 2009, the Committee may wish to consider the following subjects: 

1. Education and ethics in rational use of medicines 

2. Injury prevention and safety promotion 

3. Tobacco control – meeting the obligations of the WHO Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) 

4. Intersectoral collaboration for control of zoonotic diseases 

5. Reducing the health effects of climate change 


