
 

SEA/RC60/R8 CHALLENGES IN POLIO ERADICATION 

The Regional Committee, 

Recalling its resolution SEA/RC58/R6, 

Reaffirming WHO’s commitment to the goal of eradication of poliomyelitis, 

Recognizing that substantial progress has been made in the Region towards the 
achievement of the goal of polio eradication in 2006, despite minor setbacks, 

Encouraged by the high commitment of the Director-General of WHO to finish the job 
of polio eradication, coupled also with the strong commitment by Member States still 
endemic to polio to achieve the goal of eradication of poliomyelitis at any cost, 

Further bolstered by the effectiveness of new tools such as the use of monovalent OPV 
(mOPV) and new strategies such as those outlined in the 2006 World Health Assembly 
resolution WHA59.1, to combat outbreaks of wild polioviruses or appearance of vaccine-
derived polioviruses (VDPV),  

Re-affirming that poliomyelitis eradication will result in far-reaching humanitarian and 
economic benefits to all countries, and 

Realizing that sustainable polio eradication is only possible with a strong routine 
immunization programme that reaches all children with all routine antigens,  

1. URGES Member States to strengthen the Expanded Programme on Immunization in 
order to maintain the highest surveillance levels and high routine immunization coverage as 
the best means to control the spread of polio virus and the outbreaks in the Region, and 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

(a) to support/facilitate a thorough review of the status of routine immunization in 
Member countries to strengthen polio eradication efforts and to maintain polio-
free status in those countries where polio is eradicated;  

(b) to convene a technical working group to evaluate the various options to prevent 
the spread of polio in the Region;  

(c) to seek and facilitate mobilization of financial resources for supporting the polio 
and routine immunization programme of Member States; 

(d) to support and facilitate Member States to maintain the highest surveillance levels 
and high routine immunization coverage as the best means to control the spread 
of polio virus and outbreaks in the Region; 

(e) to work with international agencies and the private sector so that newly developed 
polio vaccines are available at an affordable price, and 
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(f)  to report on the progress made in polio eradication to the Regional Committee on 
an annual basis until polio-free status is achieved in the Region. 


